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The To vn of Madras 1 was' founded in 1639 ; the first Fort ; 
St. George in 1611; hut the military history of the 
Presidency does ‘not commence still a century later. It 
is true that during the first hundred years of its existence, 
the settlement transacted a good deal of fighting along 
with its other Ipisinos, **nd did d well, find it n of done 
so, it would soon have£md no business ar all to transact. 
But this fighting was not war. The Oo*-oany, like a cara- 1 
van travelling through the desert, earned arms to protect 
themselves ; and, when attacked/ made use of them. 
But were \;o far from seeking such encounters, that they 
avoided them by all nicammin their power, as being bad' 
for trade. If an aggress: ve zemindar in WJ? er£d with 
their country agents,, or annoyed their washers, he ymk 
taught that the English merchants could fight when 
necessary. 1 If a wandering ^fawab \ame prowling about 
the town, with doubtin' intentions and a retinue of 
swashbucklers, the inhabitants were called out and put 
under arms, and such a front was* shown, iis ^.convince 
the visitor that ho had b filer keep his visit within 
friendly limits. * "But, though the spirit t i the Company 
was not umvarlikE, thoir policy was Essentially anti-war- 


1 Mudrai in tho Olden Time, VoL II., pp. 282, 289. # 

2 M minis m the Ulrica Time, Vol. 1., Chapter XVI. 

V'U,, j. 
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• ]^kc ; and, ag £ocm the -danger was past, tli^y gladly 

laid down tha uwojfd aiuLroMihied to thnVaccoiftits. 

• i % \ • 

_ dBh ere ?ire exceptions fco f evbry rule. Mr. JpsiaUIDlifld 
was to the •English Company, in U>SG , - J f)0? what M. 
Rupfei* was «tf> Uj^‘ tremh C, upniy jn 17t>Q-60.^ 
Under tiVp flueuce, something wi m may be* called a 
^gfi . w;r» declared, lignin t the Great Moghul, 

Aurungzebe. 4 forcc/naval and military, vliich £ven 
in European war would Jwyo b*een considered foAnidaftle, 
was despatched to take the t'ity • of Ghittagoyg, and 1 
syTrfiigcmen^p were made ffo retain the place aftir its 
cjfptuje. 4Two hnTidred ^guns, it is said, -were sjpnt out on 
board the fleet to U> mounted on the walks; aiTd it is 
evident from Child's letters, that he at least had no 
feor fjfhny 1 ndiah power, l ut considered the Veal tli of 
the Moghul* as ?Uarie did the numbers of the Romans, 

• to b*f a •source of weakness, not of strength. 1 ® Tl$; fate 
of the ex^eefition and its results have been o£ten narrated. 
One point connected with it is mentioned hoiv> that 

may be drawn to . feeling which li^s strongly 
influenced all* military Indian history. *Six hundred 
# soldier% wgjje scut from England with the expedition, 
^t was ordered that those troops should be se^jt under 
# # • • 

• 1 General letter from Ihe Court of IJV .a.is M^the Madras Govern- 
ment, 27th August 1688. * l ‘The subject'* of tin* ^logul cannot h^ur a 
wV with tlje English for twelve months together, without starving and 
dying by thousands for want of work lo purchase rice ; not singly if*v 
want of our trade, but, Lit an so by our war we obstruct tfmir trn w^th 
all the Extern tuitions,* whijh U ten iftmifs a.# much as ours and all 
European nations put together. Therefore we conclude iVt St. George 
is now muCh more worth and secure to ua than ever it was in the mean 
King of Golcondab time; fer ho had* little at s‘ea Tor us to revenge 
ourselves upon; hut now if new injuries should he offered us, we havo 
a fat enemy to deal with, from whom something is to bo got to bear 

-oar charges. Therefoio we conclude that the Mogul’s governors will 
nevor give us fresh provocations, nor deny you SC Thome, or anything 
efcsc you Shall fairly and reasonably request of him.” 
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the compianci •'•^subaltern* Jthe Comyafiv, do si ring, that 
th f r 3 captains and other s£poWoi ’office should be supjjlj^d 
from their (Kvi Hen 4nts *in India. They did not thiiik 
it Kafr*, to h.\ve raNi^s by yref^sirm, ia/iny post Higher ' 

than tliat of r 4 eul enr^t. 1 2 \ s * - 

» « » - • * 

To Vaco this* IV Viiii' to it i «ouivt? vvinild be intel-e&ting^ 
but is beyond the Veyie’of this vwrk. It is sufficient to 
note # hrn*?j, that ever si nee Hie days of vroin well's Protec- 
-torn to, rli o English ^peiTyle have fibhorrCd ?*' standing* 
army* and have looked on "trained soldiers as dangerous 
to the State. hv;t king after that, period, anijfcher can*© 
of ant-ipafliy arose. The* religious feeling tor* which 
Cromwell’s soldiers «\vero so remarkable, spoil died out ; 


1 General Jot tc » Avne the f’.iurt of Directors n ^u % M adrar* Govern- 
ment, 28tli Sent cm be** 3087 * 1 We observe in the bunk containing the 
Dutch l.^otho.^, sent m hy^ 'Mr. Yu l.\ not much e-mo than some hf us 
null cist *:>(! before of r.hcr affairs ; but, as (hero appeal in» i his great 
wisdom and policy, so ^no'Uhat time they h,:vo rvmcli bettereu they; 
const ltutivn^j and refined tlicij politics, m,?. created many kinds of 
incomes, to increase their revouues which they thought not if wl;eu 
those papers won* first digested, some thirty years since. However, 
we recommend to vim the frequent reading and considmation of wnat ’ 
is contained in those papers, whu h, the oftenor you *^a^, *jJi© more, 
yon will discover the wisdom of those persons who •hseovered ihose 
methods.’' * % * % 

tk Their having all fmuUm.mts in tlieir garrisons to command their 
companies, and a mn *o w.Cm *t a company to command under their* 
Oovo’yior, we may imiftiu in* duo Time ; but think it not proper 
present, until your civil power be as well established 'and ? obeyed at 
Fort St, George, .is theirs is at Batavia.” 

Vt may be remarked, in connexion wi1]i the above, that this great 
expedition failed from' want of diac^nli'v in* the Employed. 

Some of them went uVo the bazaar oi make ^purchases ; there they got 
into a squabble with the uativos ; this grow to a riot and the riot to a 
battle. In this the English had the best of it, but ?he affair gave the 
alarm to the Native Government, wliicli conet iitrated its forces before 
tlie English could do the same, and tlius^dol'oated au<l drove them ou 
of Bengal. It is reasonable to suppose, that had the soldiers been 
undor the commaiyl of officers ; that is, men trained to the ImanmHS, 
not taken from civil employment for the occasion; t hey would have 
been under bet t er cent rol . 
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CHAP. I. a ( ud in the general 'profligao^fthat'en&^d^ the soldiers 

were L the ^ mob£ profligate, * Th$ city v bf L6ndon^ was 
( Parliamentarian, and Puritan. Tko .merchantgjof London 

< were juatu rally no friends tp a e pvofgsfcion, ( which they 
looked on as hostile tb liberty, to jeligion, jtfid to tj s ade. 
When t)iey found' j hernselves compelled^ 4> have saltiers 

* of Alieir own, Ciey were evei aiax^omyrto have as lew of 
them as possible, and to kepp tXclse few as rn»cb as 
possible ip their owp. /hands ; .nor was* their jealousy 
<wi^hout just ground. The persons' who in these days 
<iere willing « to come to India in the Company's service, 
were, Yor dhe most part, reckless adventurers/ and their 

1 . . ^ i «*■ . r « 

position exposed r them to many temptations/ In 1G94, a 
Dr. Bkckwall* was fpund to b»vo opened a< communication 
with the Native r Ggver inherit, with a view, to obtaining an 
independent governorship for himself, ^and it was sus- 
pected that P ay k of the bargain was, that 'he jhouM 
betray Fort David to his new masters?. So late as 
1701, a Captain .Coulson, Commanding at CIlrttnpe», 
maVehed out of that place, and, with his garrison ami 
guns, joined Jiyder Ali. 

' As time^wssed on, aud a bolter class of men began to 
enter the service, a new cause of jealoasy grew up, between 
the Company and their military servants. % There was felt 
to be a wide difference between the allegiance due t by 
the latter*to their honorable masters, and that which wouljJ 
have been due by them to the Crown had they* served His 
Majesty .muTluf feeling oexested on 1 JboYli sides, and as it 
made tho officers les* deferential to the® authority of the 
Company, it made the Company more c exacting of the 
respect due to them* by their servants. 1 From this arose, 
and was long kept alive/ a strong jealousy of the military 
profession, and a belief that it was necessary to keep 
down v the army* in numbers, in rank, and in authority 
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Nor wer© oc^asWns Wanting* on whicfli Jbho Gc^pnimen^ ’ CHAP. I. 
had to maintain tfcfiir, rights' "against miliary feucroachnient, 
anci wiiich*seero to justify thoir policy m» this respfec\. 

Yot itjrnay fee doubted whether they would npt have 9 done 
bettei* for themselves/ by doing beaten, for their rhilitary 
tsorvdrn*-s, c A mortf gc£\erous dealing vvmild hiwtf borne 
better fruit, than *Jie ^atem'of jeajnus repression vgfvk'hdj 
was adopted. It wo4H have been wiso too have granted 
some sliafe in the ci T ul ^dministiaUon to military men 
qualified by ability tod experience of the country ; and , 
consicferation for the military profession, as & profession, f 
would havohad the best effect ojmtho tone of th^ service. 

As regards p*ay and material advantages, the Company’s 
Government wa& almost always just and liberal, bu f ; they 
do not seem to, have understood,; that gdpd pay alone 
will not make a gpod army. 1 5 , * 

When Mjf*. Josiah Child ceased to manage the Cdm- 1 
pany’s affairs/ the warjike spirit which he had brer thed 

1 The system adopted by the English East India Company for the 
management their settlements in India, was borrowed, to a gnSat 
extent, from the J Dutch. Major Dugald Dalgc tty’s opinion of that , 
(lovernment, well expresses the feelings of a professional soldier of 
fortune, towards a republican and mercantile body. ! i6y Lord, j 

their behaviour on pay-da^ might bo a pattern to all Europe — hqj 
borrowings, no lendings, jio offsets, no arrears ; all balanced and paid 
like a banker’s book, ^The q’^irters, too, are excellent, and the allow- 
ances unchallengeable * Jmt then, Sij, they i^ e a preceose scrupulous 
people, and will allow nothing for peccadilloes. So ^that if a bocj 
c«mplains of a broken head, or a ^eer-seller of a broken can, or a daft 
wonoh does but? squeak loud enough to bo heard above her breath, a 
soldier of honor shall be dsagg/jd, not before Jhis ovjn. court-martial, 
who can best judge of aud punish fts flemorits, bdfc-T&fore a base, 
mechanical Burgomaster? who shall # menace him with the r^p-honse, 
the cord, and what not^as if he w*re one of their ow*^mean amphibious 
t wenty-breeched boors % So not being able longer to dwell among those 
ungrateful plebeians, who, though unable to defend themselves by thfcir 
proper strength, will nevertheless allow The noble foreign cavalier who . 
engages with them, nothing beyond his dry wages, which no honorable 
spirit will put in competition with a liberal license and h&norable 
countenance, I resolved to leave the service of the Mynheers.” 
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I. fnto^thei>C6iihcils disappeared with hire* and tjhe Court 
settled l?ack r ' into its former policy. "This ^as 

* sft much tho° case, c that whefi wa; brokp 0 qut between 

• England and Fiance, in, 17^.4, «th<5 Hydras* Government 

| r t f | 1 r - f t 

took <no steps to protect' themsej^e^ agsAnst possible 
attack £r<3m Pondicherry, Ipt applied the Na/ivab of 
^*Ar3bt, to keep the^pqace withurt liiJf dominions. The 
French addressed him at the «am$\ime to thejcflnlrary 
effect, and they are lafd to ha\jt shppoiTed their request* 
♦by< ( arguments more solid Jban words. However this 
°n>ay have befen, the Nawab gave thery nor hindrance, when 
they ( a^VUnced to bestege iladras^* The place could 
make no defence, and capitulated a£ once. 

Thi^ happeneej. ^ September 1746, and .the govern- 
ment of the^ Gojjst of Cbr<5mandel, thus devolved on the 
Governor ani Qouncil of Fort St* David. Th^y immedi- 
ately began to •fiaise troops, and f the movemen b then 
t 0 omf 2 ienced har continued to the p'icseat time. 

The troops raised were European cavalry, artillery, and 
iniantrjr, and Native infantry ; Native cavalry were not 
raised till 17§4; Native artillery (as a separate corps) 
•not tilflOW? ' 

* The Erronean cavalry never rose afcdve the strength 
, of a squadron, and were not mtvnjainecr for more than a 
few years. They were foufid \ 3 ry useful and efficient, 
but too expensive. t 

The services of the artillery ^ aqd JJuropean inftmfrry 
have beeVTtold so wel£ ancf so fidly, 1 * as to leave little for 
any futtire historian to say regarding # them. It is pro* 

" t o 

« 

1 History of ^ho Services of the Madras Artillery, by Major P. J. 
fiegbie, 1852. 

Histoijcal Record of the Honorable East India* Company’s First 
Madras European Regiment, by a Staff Officer, 1843. 

Fi-f Preface.— W* J. W. 
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posed to {jive^thq^little iri # the j5resei>t*w9rk, from time te * CHAP. I. 
time, as tji§ occasion arises*. 

*No* attempt has ever Sepfi made as* yet* to write* t^p < 
history of th$ TVi.jjdras Sepoy. ^ Considering the length , 
and character of lhs £C%vice3, thi& strange. # Qff the 

Bengal Native Intantvy, from* its foriijktion ta the year 
1796, there is a interesting Recount by € Cap<^h;* 

Williams of that se^ice; but 6f the Goast Army, as 
it hsed to # be cal]ed, tjjere is no ’recQycf, and the present 
writer, t^here f ore, € has difficulties to contend with, from*, 
which* liis more fortunate comrade was frae. Captaii**, 

Williams yrote at a time # when it w # as com^arativefy 
easy to obtain information^ as to ’the early career of 
his service. Tljat career commenced wifli the Rattle 
of Plasse^ in 1757. In 18(?0 t ‘there must have been 
many still alive, Tvho wild speak of that aption, and of 
those \thicl# followed jt, from personal knowledge. The 
services of the Madra^ Sfepoy commence in 1746.*, In 
that year he took part in the defence of Pc . v St. David 
against fch$ French. Those? services are now to be 
narrated, for flie first time,*, in 1874. Threescore years * 
and ten have been nearly twice told, between . the occur- • 
rence of the events anjd the history of them. Traditional* 

. * , t * 

information concernfng them, can, therefore, be obtained 

on? - at third or fourth hand ; whilst as to written records, 

* • 
it happens that the idea of writing a history of the 

Madras Army did not occur, till an order had been issued 

for* the destruction of man-y of ^"documen^ fron* which 

such a history could, be prepared. *The official jecords 

of the Presidency had accumulated, till it was absolutely 

necessary to reduce their number. Ah order was given, 

that such papers as were not required for J the current * 

business, should be destroyed, and this order was carried 

out. There is scarcely an office in Madras which ha^iot, ^ 
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'during the last two \>r thre6 Years, sent ca?:t-lohds of old 
documents to the S,ation3ry^Off;ce t? be used up as e waste 

' I*P er - / ' f * 

f The first sapov levies Jh r adjio^diaci£*fne, por any idea 
that discipline was 1 required, a hey wer*T armecf with 
matchtacks, bowV smd arrows, spears^ swords, "bi; skiers, 
daggers, or any other weapons Viey* could get. They 
consisted of bodies of various strength, each under the 

r i» ** 

command, of its own dhief, whe toceivei from Govern- 

** <i f, ** 

1 me,pt the pay of the whole body, *>nd distributed.it to the 
' ipen ; or wtls supposed to do so. Sometimes those chiefs 
( were t-Jid owners of the arm 3 carried by the men, and 
received from e^ch man a rupee a ( month for the use of 
the f y<vapons. x ^hi? system/ lax as it was, rested on a 
sound basi$. < The pay was regularly issued to the chiefs, 
and, was so goqd as to make dismissal - from the service 
a punishment. ^ J 

, r Rut for the<firsfc twelve years, front 174l> to 1758, the 
Madras Government seem jbo have had a low opinion of 
the natives of the Carnatic, and to have been' ignorant of 
what might be made of them by discipline. This is the 
more remarkable that they had before their eyes the 
,example,of o the French, who, from an. early period, had 
trained their sepoys, with good ^sult^. For some time, 
however, the English continued to prefer any material 
for soldiers, to that which lajr immediately under th&ir 
hand. They enlisted European adventurers t>f all npti^ns, 
the reluv.. of their 'respective countries • they hired 
Topasses and. CafFres ; the^ sent to "Bombay for Arabs, 
Rajpoots, and Hindostanees*; they purchased slaves in 
Madagascar ; till, about 1758, the absence of most of 
their troops in Bengal, and the prospect of a French war, 
compelled them to turn their attention to the people of 
the country. «- 
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Some iiiipro.veD^nt* no cloubt; took>plaje.iir tji# disci-* 

pliip oi t&^epo^fdprin^the^^lve y5ars^pok(jn of, in 

spite of * the* indifference f>t Government. £Tho pay 

better gnd more* i^nl^r th^n under any' * Native State. 

The best navvo officers wfcro leleWe<J Sind appointed* 

comnoardaftits. t Wf.en ‘ two or moro 4 ^ompames^ were* 

employed together* Eur^jviajei^ergeapts or commissioned 

officers jvQre'sent witln the party. * Muskegs were issued 

in place St matchlock**. * Tlio nlc*i ^served along with 

European soldier?*, and acquired some idea of drill. 

Under this training, desultory as it was, ther began to* 

show what was in them. and\on several oecasionl&ehftved 
• "• • # ^ 
extremely well, though, as rahst always be the case with 

half -disciplined troops, their steadiness could nqt be 

relied on. ’ « • /. 

In 1756 the N#wab %f Bengal took Calcutta.^ The 

Madras* Government went every man tkay could spate, 

under the command of , Lieutenant- ColoneJ Clive, tc*re-, 4 

establish-the Company's affairs in Bengal. They did this 

•• * 

with much reluctance, for it was known that war betweeA 

France and England was intminent, and a large French 

force was expected daily on* the Coast of (?V xOmandel. 

But affaire; in Bengal were so pressing that they resolved^ 

to run tho risk, giving, l^wover, the most positive orders, 

that tlje Madras tro<?ps we^e t<* be sent back, as soon as 

Calcutta was re-captured. jE vents rendered it* impossible 

to attend to those orders, the French force did arrive, and 
• * # 7 « ' 
the Madras Government i'ou n d *th <*mscA ves hi a nnsition 

of extreme dangei*. *They ccftdd not meet the en$my in 

the field. Fort St. ’David *was taken, ani the French 

advanced to besiege Madras. Uncler this pressure 

Government seem to have opened their eyes to the 

possible advantage of giving their sepoys a better 

discipline. In August 1758 they were forn\ed into rug&lar *' 

von. i. 2 
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CHAP. I/' < compass of . 100"“ men 6ach., wiuif a $ue, proportion of 
native qfficet^, hfiyildar&, fiaigi^es, <|eS/ and ‘spme^sopnd 
* t i%fes were established for Aheii;^j^and*promption. e When 
this had been' settled, it f was prqnGseSi to form the 
"companies int(5‘ bfitWliofis,< but thrj advance r>f the French 
hiade ^t necessaijy to postpone 1 Liiis°Ln(yisiire. c As soon 
& asdhe Siege was raised, 1 1 icTq u i on ^qf forming* the sepoy 
companies into* battalions, was agaVn taken into^qjisidera- 
tion. After full du cession, fiv' k battalions wpi*e formed, 

p c 

* (September 1750), of which the^SiuDwas disbanded in 

o c l785 ; the other four are now the 1st, 2nd, 3rd, ahd 4th 

Re^merfls of Madras 1 Native Infantry, In Decembor 

'1759, a sixth battalion waS raised (now the 5th N. I.). 

Others were raised during the next .six years, till in 

November bVfio* the< Establishment w#s fixed at ten 

battalions. t During this period, many regulations were 

passed for fchp< better management of tli8 foyce. In 

t January I7(i(5 t those rules were farmed inte a code, which 

was printed and published, copies being furtfished to 

officers for their information and guidance. Between 

December 1705 and February 17(57, six more battalions 

wore raised*, making a total of sixteen. 

u <• About this time, the Madras Government entered into 
( < < * 

an alliance with the Nizam and the Mahrattnss against 
Hyder Ali. It wa fc> proposed,, that ( the Nizam aed the 
"Mahrabtas should attack Mysore from the nortli and north- 
west, and that an English army should accompany that 
of the*- Niza/u. A focco, was ^accordingly^ collected from 
the Carnatic and th£s NoPuhern Circtfrs, put under the 
command of Colonel Joseph Smith, tod marched towards 
Hyderabad, the Jfizam'a capital. The policy of this 

1 Nevertheless it would appear to have been carried out to some extent, 
asthe^st and 2nd Battalions of Sepoys are shown in a return of the 
GarAdon of Fort §t- George, dated I8th December 175S — W. J. W. 
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alliance, and of th§ # abt>ve n^TOrtlent, h£ve # bee» generally* 

coi^emneci, ^ind # E())^rentfy wfth^justiqje? But fcfye move- 
ment hod am indirect advdhtagetof great* military impol't^ 
ance. J1 ill £^a f t*tfyje tjie^vavious^battalions gf the army 
had ntft been Vrigacled /inde3d*-thby \iad, nt)t been always* 
kept together as # battaifons, but had beop*o£ten diverged* 
by wings and companies* g^risoniq^ forts, codvoying 
stores? jjpytetting the iiollectjon of 4 revenue, and forming 
escorts fo? native chiofo Under** Oolonel Smith, they 

i • • * 

were drafvn together by battalions, brigaded, and placed < 
under picked officers, # European and Native. #The force* * 

was thus formed ‘and kept '.together for a cons*de$ible 

0 4 ^ | 

period, as a camp of exercise*; of which the good effect 
was soon apparent/. • , f ^ 

Hyder Ali bopght off t he MiUrsttas, whc* returned to 
their own country *with their plunder. He then opened 
negotiations Vith the Nizam, aud succeeded in persuadiiTg 
him, not only to leave ttys English, but to join him against^ 

them. Colonel Smithes force had to be withdrawn for the 

* * 

defence of t*hc Carnatic, aud took up a position m ’tlift 
Baramahal, 1 to the westwards the pass of Singarapettah * 
(sometimes called the pass of* Changamah). * * 

On this ©ccasioi!,*and*fchroughout the war which followed, * 
the jcalotisy, formerly msafioned as existing on the partot ^ 
the Government towards Uieir*superior military servants, 
showed itself strongly, and \yith the worst effect. 'Colonel 
Smjth # was not only a good officer ; f>rave, prudent, and in- 
telligent ; butg,n able genyal— *a mastSr bo5h of strategy 
and tactics. He # w&s also fnucb foved and implicitly 

1 This province lies between tlie Carnatic and Mysore, in the cent/e 
of the peninsula. In a work on India recently published by a Member * 
of Parliament, it is described as a maritime district, and the occupation 
of it by our troops, fs attributed to a desire on the part of the lifr^/Ish.^ 
to deprive Hyder Ali of his last fragment of seaboard* 


Tjhap. i. 



t c * 

12 ' , fllSTORY 1 OF THE. MADRAS ARl^Y. 

' * v « J* 

(- • ( 

CHAP. 1/ f relied jn <by t hie < troops. * f P&d *he # e bee^ allowed to 
confmand hj£ owVi^armj^ ihere^can b^iao cpufit that ( he 
• yfofild have handled it teethe best advanta^t* and would 
have^made the inost of the difficult pc^ificfn c in which he 
&too f d. f But the t G</vefnn?eht would ‘not *allow him to 
Command his onjnarmy. They *isitfte<| on prescribing 
to him/ not only tljp generApJa-a of *Jihe campaign, but 
every movement, great’ or small, to»be taken m jfc. oThey 
furnished him with information^ to the v seat 6f war and 
the designs of the enemy, which proved utterly f^lse, and 
/they ordered him to form his base on magazines, C which, 
wlieA cabled on, proved to be* empty. 4 * 

c Behind him Colortel Smith had the pasw of Singara- 
pettaji. Befbro him he ha(|, (so he was, told by Govern- 
ment)* one p/is^ only. t * IHis business, therefore, was to 
watch that , pass, and thus prevent #5 the enemy from 
ordering the J§aramahal. But in truth there Iwere in 
froi^t of him several passes. Through me of those, to 
his left, a body of the enemy’s cavalry turned his flank, 
surprised his foragers, killed some of them,, and carried 
off mahy of his baggage crttle. Having received this 
lesstfn as tc the soundness of his information, he retired 
through the pass of Singarapettah„ intc\ the Carnatic on 
the 1st 'September. The enenxv followed him, Smith 
reached Changamab, where ho ought to have been rein- 
forced, but/ was not. He was obliged to fall back another 
stage to Trinomallee, where he was assured that he would 

r | c 

find ri^e. / * < & f " 

The distance fromvChang'xiriah to JTr nomallee is about 
20 miles. About six miles c from the former place the 
rpad is crossed by Vi fordable river (the Cheear, or one of 
its tributaries). Abouif three miles further on there is a 
defile* the western entrance of which is marked by a 
villcge and hill (probably Rajah-coopum). From the 




1 * * * 

eastern end oi^He^leMe to $h<* town *>Jf Trmccaayee the* t?HAP. i. 
roajl is tofgra^y # ^od. 

Colonel Smiths force^ifiognted.td 16* guns (fifeld^ 
pieces)^ 800®I?ure«£can infantry, and 5,060 sjepoys. ^ He 
had also a nominal l,0tlG*of tlHe*ftfilwajj of 'Arcot's c&vdlry/ 
which was'alway^ wor.v> than useless, except wh£n*placed 
under European oncers * *T]i& unitedjorces of th$ Nizam 
and Hyd^r # Ali amounted to 109“ guns, *nany of them 
18 and 24 •pounders ; 4^000 cava’iiy jmd 28,000 infantry. 

At noon on the *2nd 1 he jnoved from Changamah. t A 
strong*advanced ^uard led the way, then ca^ie the bag- 1 . 
gage with a sepoy battalion on either *flank ; ^e 3nain 
body brought *up the rear. 1 * 

As the advance entered tbp defile, it was annoye^ by a 
fire from the 'village, (Rajah-coQfym ?} \Vhifh was in the 
possession of the^enemy* The sepoy battalion (Captain 
Cosby^J), which protected the right flank the baggage, 
was ordered to drive ^hem out. They <Jid so in good^ 
style, blit the enemy then retired to *tlm hill behind, and 
continued their fire. Captain Cosby attacked and carried 
the hill also. He then became aware that H^der'S whole 
force was marching up from the south-wc%t, wifli the 
evident iqtentiomof seizing the hill, and thus cutting* in* 

* , i , i * 

two the English line* of jmarch. Cosby immediately sent 
intelligence of the alange^, to® the advance under Major 
J^onjour, and to the main body under Colbnel Smith! 

He also called up to the hill, the sepoy battalion (Captain 
Cowley's), which foflow’ed •immediately ^nfter^he baggage ; 
and, having thus secured thevposition, he moved <jn with 
his own corps tc/ roassumo his place on the flank of the 


1 Colonel Wilks says on the 3rd, Colonhl Smith's despatch says the . 
2nd. 

The latter appeals the best authority, but Colonel Smith is Bcfinetimef 
careless about dates He was a fighting general, not a writing o*e. 
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r tbaggagg, •Hyder* arrived #ot\ tiie •sot^K-iyestarn side of 
the'hill jmd/fttack^d it.® The jtfcacJ: •vfas repulsed. f He 
ik&n dismounted* ftom lvs *hpfsOj and himself ted on a 
bodj of hi^ bdst troops to* a ^sepoiyj* attack. ^ sharp 
fetrugjfle ensu&d^ b\tt faith* the •Vahae" result as before. 
Hyder* was threprn down in the ^netee* and had to be 
1 carried 'from the fi^ ; his ^n* Vv ere driven from the hill 
with heavy loss. * # * t f . 

Whilst these eventofaere in progress* Coldhel Smith 

k wps delayed by the difficulty ,of get'ting his gui^s across 

tlhe river. »This having been overcome, he advanced 

wittfall expedition, till the hfead of his column reached 

# the hill of Rajah-coopum. * He then wheeled to the 

right # being teft injront, an^ stood formed in line against 

the enemy, hj,s Idf^ resting bn the hill. Hp then advanced 

to the charge, but the enemy w*uld n$t stand the shock. 

As the ^English* line approached, . they hastily l|mbered 

% jip 4;heir gun^ and retreated. fSmitli pursued them as 

far as a small stream* which crossed their line of* retreat, 

alid in which he found two abandoned guns, but his 

' positioh made it impossible for him to follow up his 

success. The enemy being in full retreat, he faced about 

*and resumed his march to Trinemallce. Hq reached 
• « t • 
that place at 3 o’clock p.m. n^yt dav, having* been 27 

hours without food 4 or rest, syid hi^ cattle all that time 

under their loads. In the magazine he found no huskqd 

rice at all, but only a very little rice in the* husk.^ One 

of the Na waif s Amildars having been*employed to collect 

rice fo£ the army, lfad doke so in* tile usual manner $ 

that is, he wrang from the people of the district every 

grain of rice there was in it, and th&n sold the rice on 

his own account. * 

From Trinomallee Colonel Smith addressed Goverfife 
pointing put the exhausted state of the district, and 



J^l^ORY OF yTH© MADRAS ARMY. „ ' iq 

requesting* pe^rdiagloir to iqove* into Another >; fyut this ■> tJHAP. I. 
mcjjremenf. ©overAmcnt strongly opposed, And qertainly 
not without reason. 9 The political effect* of it would h&vd 9 
been disastrous. XTJiev, therefore, urged the Colonel, 
in the* strongest ter ms, V to maintain his position, and a' 
lucky- ©hance enabled ‘him to do so. He discovered a 5 
store of rice which* had^he^' hidden" under ground by J 
the village, and having received considerable reinforce- 
ments, heivas able to ^ume th^ initiative. He moved 
out of Tirinomalleei and found the enemy at the village pf > 

Errour (or Yerrioor), about 12 miles to the north-west/* j 
but so strongly posted as to be unassailable. v> J3e pro- 
ceeded to turn their left flafik. Th£ enemy, mistaking* 
this movement for a retreat, ^quitted their intrench *peiit, 
and the two armies, having roilrumd a hirl fyom different 
sides, met full froqt, to the surprise of both. * Smith saw 
that a 1^11 ih front of his left, and some rocks in front fcf 
his centre, formed a good position. He pushed forward, i 
some sepoy battalions to seize them. /This was done in 
good style. « In presence of 'both armies, the English 
sepoys drove the enemy <*ut of both positions, and 
occupied them. Colonel Smith advanced, 'formed his 
line on thjp two points^and opened his guns. The enemy 
had left most of their heavy artillery in the intrench- 
ment, and soon found the^fcnglish fire intolerable. The 
JJizam was taken with a panic, and galloped from the 
field, followed by his cavalry. It is said he never drew 
bridle, till he had g6t through f # he,pass-of Singarapettah. 

His army was totally routedf and lest 64 guns. ]Kyder 
had seen early ill the day, j what the fate <*f the action 
would be* He withdrew into his intrenched camp, sent 
off his guns and baggage, and followed with the rest of 0 
his troops in good order, commanding his rear guard ir M 
person, and showing himself on this, ap on all c^err* 4 
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(•occasions, a good' general, ( ai\d a fcfratfg Sojdiem But for 
tlie* prepen^ lie rtap drive# out of ^hc^arnatjc, andjbhe 
^Ei^jlish had, a breathing ^infe, (H c 0 * * 

In those r £wo c actions, the,Madras Ifcstive Army f may be 
Tsaid* ft) have ‘‘received* itr c 'baptfnfc-cCe-fev, for in* those 
actions it was called on, for the ' orsu tjme, not crAy to 
( fight, lAit to manoeuvre ; aird, thi'o agaj ist an enemy, who 
could himself . man ceuVre extremely well. Tt,is f for this 
reason that those actions have, u een described in some 
« detail, tliough they have been of ten • describe^ before. 

, Between 1746 and 1767, the Madras sepoys had* seen a 
great ^ d$A of service, and had, in general, done their 
Vork well. On some occasions they had shown courage 
and constancy of a very high order. But the fighting in 
wliictf they had ‘taken pttrfT was of a plain, straightforward 
character, ayd a on a small scale ; moreover, the brunt of 
the battle had, always fallen on the Europbans^ as was 
c jaatrral At Changamah and Trinomallee, it so happened 
that the closo fighting was done entirely by the sepoys, 
and Hyder's manoeuvring at the first of thosecactions was 
’ excellent. *Had he not beem disabled at the beginning of 
the diigag r *rtient, it would not have been so soon ended. 
l At the second battle Hyder did not cominand ; the 
enemy's manoeuvring, therefore, was not so good. Still 
the movements wckj various and complicated, ai}d the 
sepoys shorted not only courage, but coolness and skilly 
It may bo thought that in tho above remarks, two 
actions* whic^ deserve t o bo «?allccT battles, have been 
overlooked — Plasseyc 1 75^; and Wandewash, 1760. A 
few words ricxy therefore be said us c to those engage- 
ments. ° c 

^ The batfle of Plassejr was remarkable for the moral 
courage shown in giving it, and for tho great results 
u "WftP?wh followed t it. It was not a great battle in a military 
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sense. Th© opposing general was contepptibie ;> his army 
was a rabblq theft' \7as treashn in his e^rlp. » t)uringtho 
greater part*of the action J 011ve kept his men in hand, j 
behind $ mound? which sheltered them from the enemy's 
fire, waiting for Meei Jhffer c<i cfoclure Himself. M*eer 
Jaffir di'I not da?y? to c. me over and join the English, 
but he moved avoy from the Nawab's army. Clive 
advanced ;* jbhfe Nawab was taken with a papic and fled, 
and the battle w won. ^ There w&fc do manoeuvring, and 
very little fighting? ’ ” 

Wandewash was a well-fought action, creditable both 
to the general who commanded (Colonel Coote)?, anJi to* 
the European troops' under him. The sepoys had little 
to do in it, and did that lhtle badly. This ma^ be 
accounted for by their having been, a short? time before, 
put under a new organization; by the bad "conduct of the 
NawaV$ troops; and by other reasons. The fact remain?, 
that they did not contribute to the success ot the day. 

» t . 0 

The bat Li e was won by the first line, the sepoys were in 
the second. When their flank was threatened by tho 
enemy's cavalry, they fell into confusion till rallied by 
the gallant example of the artillery. j > 

It is not, possible to . name positively all the battaliops J 
engaged, at Changamnh and Trinomallee, * But the* 
following table of the corp* then in the service, has been 
prepared after a careful examination of Government’ 
records : — * 
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If this tdJte c <is* correct, 1 Colonel Smith had under his 
command, at .the battle of Changaman, six^epqy batta- 
lions. ‘The following reasons are given in support of its 
Accuracy. ! 

Colonel Wilks r states tfce sepoy force at the battle, to 
have J 3 een (1 5,000 men. The strength of a sepoy bat- 
tali^ at the time, was 1,000 men. But the records show 
that the battalions were, at the time, considerably below 
‘their regulated strength. Each battalion was" probably 
from 800 to 850. This givo;~aix battalions for 5,000 
,men. , 1 

, It was the custom in those times, when a general 
action was expected, So remove tjie grenadier companies 
from the regiments to ^hichv they belonged, and form 


* The 1st was Commanded by Captain William Cowley appointed in 
Jjily 1767 vice James Fitzgerald transferred te the Cavaliy. The 9th 
was in the dfetrict of Tinngvelly under Captain Harper. The fire 
battalions ascertained to have been present, were the 1st, 3rd, 5th, 9th, 
and 8th (the present 1st,, 2nd, 4th, 6th and 7 th Regiments), the other 
j££fplion most have been the 13th (reduced in 1785) because all the 
rest can be otherwise accounted for. — W. J. W. 
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them into a septate tbrpx^d’Mite. f This' was done at 0 

Changam'kh) ancKifc is mentiotel in tile despatch, that 

the S&ppy Grenadier Batt* tliun go formed, consisted of 12 

companies. * J As eswch battalion had two gi cnadier compa-* 

nies, this again gives^a^otal of six battalions present*. 

At^rinpmallee, -Cornel Smith's sepoy force lied risen 

to 9,000 men. 1 TJds is.# accounted for as follows : — He 

had Ipeen joined loy the corps -of Cooper, Dormohd, 

Calvert, ajid T^tatthews, and by h^lf that of Davis, and 

also by three or four ^independent companies, frdm those 3 

employed to keep open the’ communication, between 

Madras an<J the* se # at of jvar. /.Those' reinforcements, 

added fro the six battalions present at Changamah, make^ 

9,000 men. * *'• 

* • , r 
It will b*e s&en from the abeyer that between 174S w and 
• 4 * * y 
1767, the Madras # Native # Infantry had been ^transformed 

from a jabbie of peons, to a disciplined .body, worthy f o 

stand in line ^ith British troops. It is proposcd'to show 

# * • j 

in the present volumes, the successive steps by which 
this transformation was effected. It is not intended to 
narrate what the Madras ?rmy did during* the ^period a 
spoken of ; that has been ajyeady told, well and diten, 
,but rather to shojy, hoy they came to do it ; the measures 3 
by which a body ot* tNative troops was raised, from thO 
lowest state of efficiency V.^Shp highest. Such an attempt J 

"may be thought to have a special interest at the present 
- — — * . 

1 The f pative portion of Lieutenant- Colonel Wood’s Uetachmenfl* which 
joined Colonel Smith dii tile -Hh Sqpte, 7 iber *^^w?.)mposed of nine 
Companies of th# 7th BattalioA (6th Regiment) under Captain John 
Cowper, seven Companies 0 of the 11th — (reduced in 1709) Commandant 
not known, and five Cump/tnies of T tho 10th (9th Regiment) under Captain 
Dormond. Lieutenant Povery with five Companies of the 4th Battalipn 
(3rd Regiment) joined Smith on the 12th September. About the middle 
of September Government ordered Mathews to march from the south * 
with as many Sepqys as he .could collect, but it appears from letter 
of the 30th of the same month that he had not joined Smith up. to Jii ^ • 
time.— W. J. W. • 
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CHAP. I. {jime. Circumstances hav/3 led, c darijig«tha last fpw years, 
to great chart ges in the qrg?,nWtion tho *Nat£ve army. 

< TJio?e changes d o not. seot* i£> have, produced ^11 tfie 
&clvantagt o that* wore expected from fiiem^ and many 
Qtheri ychevjf'S /vhieju f V vf tKopgJilfiwill improve the 
service* are oou ' publicly* discussed. c Before t adopting 
, any of * those st Leo ic\$ y it seginy to inquire, 

whether any of tin uVhawe been tried 'before, jmd if they 
have, with what effect. .For instance, it is now*proposed 
to form the Native army intodocal brigades. This was 
dprie in 17<>, am] found riot to ‘answer. Agafh* it is 
sii^gejted^ to fo in the present bdittations ^of Native 
Infantfy, into regiments of {wo battalions, each > This 
was tried in 1C' 06, bin g*vf n ap in U*?. * Another point 
und& ( ~uiscussian x arid which i.ium , (ways fc be of the 
highest importance’ to the Native army, the giving of 
higher i*ank and duty to the Native officers. In consider- 
ing this inatter, it. will be well to ascertain how it was, 
that the- agency of Erropean officers tame to supersede 
tl\at of the old Native Commandants. The proceedings 
of Govejmmant during the seegnd siege of Madras (1759), 
and op ofchergiccasions mentioned in those volumes, throw 
ipuch light on this subject. 

1 The plan Adopted in these volumes fcf printing extracts 
Vroin the records is oprjn to wrAtf obvicyis objections. It 
increases* the bulk of the work, and it. entails some^ 
needless repetition. On the olffier hand its. advantages 
a\ q great. of dpo\vxw^n% cWfc.\>c s>o satVAactory 

as the production of thj 1 docueient itSeJf > and in proceed- 
ings which ub more than a century* old, the mere 
expression, apart frrfm the tenor, is a matter of import- 
ance. In thb various cancjpondencos given herewith, 
there i§ a tone and charade), which wogild altogether 
evw-jtarate in any epitome. 
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The history# of iftie* Madras Army *nahfrai1y ©divides* CHAP, 
itself jntojseVen f(ft*tions v i?t3.— " * f \ c * ~“ 

First*— Frpm 17^-6, tjjo !ir*i raisingwo/ troops, to 17159^ 
conclusion of Jhe first war with ITyd/u*. * t ^ 

Second . — From 17f>9**to ^>784. \Copehision <?f # % the* 
seconfl*waf with# Hyde* 4 . * # » • * * # 

Third . — From J7J85 tf>J?92. Collusion of the first 1 
war with Tippoo. # * • 

Fourth .— From 1796 *o 1799. * Capture of Seringapa- 

* • 1 * » 

tam. # ^ » 

Fifth. — From 1800 to 1820. Destruction of thd* 
Mahratta pcfwcr. „ > • * * * 

Birth. — From 1821 to I860. First Burmese war. 9 


Seventh.— From J 801 to the present time. 

Of those periods, the first is tlfb most iqipbrtantas regards 
the purpose of thi&worlv ;*for it was during'thm period that 
the character of the army was formed. *Jtt is also by feur 
the mostHroublesoijie ts> the compiler, for, it contains nq # 
records bf a purely military character. «The first General 
Order issued by the Commander-in-CIlief of tlio Madras 
Army, is dated 22ml Novefnbor 1772. Froni 1/46 till • 
that date, all orders atTeetmg the army, tfown t<f ihq , 
smallest details, uro issued by the Governor and Council/ 
and are recorded ijji ihf^ Government Con mi It at ions, along 
.with either affairs^ poii^chl* reverftie, mercantile, and 
-^o forth. For instance , it will be seed that the 

j 

order .for the introduction of uniform in the sepoy force, 
is issued m the Public pepswtniont, •«■»*!• a as railed, 
partly by a desin* to'improv^the appearance of flip men, 
but still more by t?ho necessity for getting rid of a 
quantity of unsaleable broad cloth, winch formed a part 
of the Company's investment. *lt is obvious* how much* 
this want of classification in the records must addvto the 
labor of tracing out the details of any qne departm^rS." ’ 


r. 
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CHAP. I. • It is als(J to . bl ^remarked, that' tlx. records, though 

- • * < \ , ( r 1 c C*% c . • 

voluminous* are net always complete. Some wery, small 
.malters are* recorded at ful T< length*; ^sorn© mdtters of 
importance «are omit£c$ t altogether, c t A>r r instance, the 
‘orders for raising the 9th 1 ‘and lOt£ Battalions cannot be 
found, • and thev< js reason to believe* |liat befweAf 1762 
and 1 765, three mure sepGy'bdftaliqp? were raised and 
reduced, which are not recorded. • • • 

In Colonel Smiths clesp^tchers of September 1767, 

* earnest complaint is made .of* the want* of cavalry. This 
«^ant continued to be felt throughout tjje war, an3 oti all 
other occasions, till 1792, nor' was Government indifferent 
to the representations made to them on the" subject. On 
the ( centrary, they c seem to have been quite aware of the 
evils of the f cUfi§iejicy, <ind they held many consultations 
on the .subject, ‘which came to ndthing.c Why this should 
bAve beqn so it *% not easy to say. • Again and again the 
e abs<*lute necessity of providing cavalry* is admitted. 
Ag^in and again rt is agreed that no dependence can be 
jflaced on bodies of horse hired from Native States. 
•Again and again the Councif breaks up without coming 
• to an^r deci^on. The only reason alleged against forming 
a cavalry force, is the expense ; but it •must have been 
obvious to all, that it would Mr© oQ©n better*to have 
reduced the infantry, and 1 to <havo raised a portion of. ( 
cavalry ‘in their place, than £0 take the field with an— 
army composed of inbyitry only. The true*reason mjy, 
perhaps, havd mv»ti the* feilowyig.*^ We were bound at 
that ti«sne, in ^the closest tiPs, with the Nawab of Arcot. 
The Nawab, 'his family, hig 6 servants,* and the whola 
Mahomedan population of the Carnatic, looked £n cavalry 
r as the only arm with which a gentleman could serve, and, 

~ — '-t V 

1 The 9th Battalion (8th M. N. I.) was raised by Colonel Caillaud 
in September or Ootober 1761. — W. J. W. 
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therefore£as ati'anm to whi^v they had an.exclusive ri^ht. 1 * CHAP. 
Of tl^e infadtry Siby, did_, not, qV firsi, comfyscvnd to be 
jealous 3 blit, the only profession they could follow *waa, 
that oi arms.^ind tnvalry ,alcme, .ip their view, constituted . 
an artny. They would no more ,ha^ servod iq ’ the 
infarftfy, than ra the pioneers or ba "gage train 4 . The 
Nawab professed tb.be always -ready to supply any amount 1 
of cavalry that might be required/ from his own retainers, 
and did supply hordes of mounted 1 ' rabble^ unpaid and 
undisciplined, who plundered the country and fled pn 1 
the day of battle, 'fhis had been often expo ienced, bub 
the Nawab ’continued to titlk of his cavalry as 'loftily as 
ever ; and it was not easy, circumstanced as we were, to 
deal with his pretensions, false and unreasonable ao j^hey 
were known to be., The formation of a -cavalry force 
under English officers, vould have thrown out of employ 
five times as many of the Nawab’s ra-bble, and would 
have deprived him and his adherents, of the means by , 
which they principally maintained their importance in 
the eyes of 'the people. It was natural, therefore, that 
His Highness and his party should oppose with ail their* 
power the formation of cavalry by the Lhglish,' and > 
the Nawab had, in, those days, means of influencing the, 

English 'Government, both in this country and in England, 
which, are now, happily, things of the past. 

But whatever the reason may have been, the fact 
remains that' in our first and second wars with Hyder, 
our force consisted’ entirely ef artillery "-and infantry j 
and the services rendered by that force cannot be properly 
estimated, unless' it* be borne in mind thdt they were 
performed, without assistance from cavalry^ against eta 
army consisting principally of that am. 
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' FROM THE CAPTURF* OF MAGICAL Iy Tfli FRENCH IN 1746, 
TO THE PROVISIONAL TREATY AND TRUCE .BETWEEN 
THE ENGLISH' ANfl TRENCH EAST INDI4.COMPANIES IN 
, DECEMBER 1754. ' . 

i* « 

c r 


Fort St. Da- 
vid the seat 
of Govern- 
ment, 174*6— 
62. 


CH AP. II. {The t6wn of Madras surrendered to- the Frenck under 
Admiral De lu'Bourdonnais in September 1746, and was 
Madwis de i746 re8 ^TOd tine c Eiiglish in 1749 in conformity with an 
article in the T^rekty 01 Aix-la-ChapelleV It was then 
made & subordinate settlement under a 'Deputy Governor, 
and did ^not again become the chief seat of Government 
c until May 175^. < ' 

vWthe^aeaT • During ^his interval, the Government was carried on 
of Govern- at Fort Sfc. t Pavid near the town of Cuddalore, about 100 
ment, 174.6- of Madras, and 12 miles from the French 

i i i 

csettlement at Pondicherry. When Madras fell, the 
"garrison Sib Fort St. David consisted v of 200 Europeans, 
t 1 100 Topasses or hajf caste cuguese, a few Ilahratta 
<horse, and about 2,000 Native^, which last were Wholly 
undisciplined, and only partially supplied with firearms. 
M^na^eCud- December 1746 tne Frjpcji qppgared before €udda- 
dalore, 1746- lore, and were about to attack it when they were compelled 
c to retire in consequence of the approach of the Army of 

the Nawaub of Ar<rot. 

^ * 

The attempt was renewed in March 1747, but the 
English fleet under Commodore Griffin having arrived 
rath reinforcements, the enemy returned to Pondicherry. 

In January 1 748 Major Stringer Lawrence arrived from 


The French 
menace Cud- 
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England a^ Comroai$e*-m~Chief, and third llopiber 1 of ^pHAP. II. 
Council. % . •*, # •* *• * # ♦ * • ’ * • — “ 

On the # nigfct of the* 17t$ Jfcund the ErencB made $n* Reprise of 
attempt ^to ca/ry t^e totfn of Cuddalore by, escalade, but French ' 
their design having t^pcpifte kn£#n* preparations .wfcre . # 
made for thejr recept\p»,^nd the$® were repulsed with lt>ss. 

In July, the fleet%ande^ Admiral Bo^fcawen, ap^oihted Unsuccessful 
Commander-ip-Chief "of alf Iffis Majesty’s Jand and sea Pondicherry, 
forces in*lnjia, arrived from* England wfth a reinforce- 
ment consisting qf twelve independent companies of 
Infantry. Of 100 men each, and €0 Artillerymen. * . 

On the 8th Au^u^t the Admiral marchecl ^tgafcist® 
Pondicherry with the force .mentioned above, together « 
with 800'Marines, and all the available Company's troops 
in Fort St. David. The siege wa^mis&anaged, and flhe 
Admiral returnee? to Fort St. Dafid ehrly irf October, 

'having lost *1,065 Europeans during the operations.^ 

The Native troops being undisciplined had Been enfployed 
only to guard the carfip. ♦ * 9 

It is more^than probable that this failure was owiflg probable 
to the want of an experience^. Military Officer, of rank, 
for Major Lawrence was unfortunately takeij prisqper 
on the 19th August when in the trenches before a small 
Fort near *Pondichdbfy, and there was no one* 16ft wlio 
was capable of suppl^in^hh'^place. f 
•IntelEgence of the peaefc in Europe was r^cei^ed in Madras 
November 1748, but Madras was not evacuated by the the^nglieb, 
Fieimh Until the 2 1st* Ajugpst 174?, when if was .taken 1749 * 
possession of by* Admii*al Bosjjawen in conformity with 
a treaty signed at Pondicherry on the 14th q f the same ♦ 

month. . • 

• • 

In October of that year the town and lands «of Myla- 


1 Salary, inclusive Sf allowance as Member of Council, about* J682C 


£jt. Thomd 
granted to 
the English. 
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CHAP. II. t poor, or gt.«Thojn6, in the # iriiinpdiater vicinity of Fort 
~~ Str George; ?V6r<? made ( oY^to the fn<Jv£ Company 
v <by € Mahomfed AlPy Khati, son Anw^r-ool-Peen, the late 
c *Nawaub of*Ai;cot. v r r ( 

War for the r Jhf»t Prfnce r had ljec^a 1 defeated "a^nch slain at Am^oor on 
th© S Carnatic, L 2$rd July 1749, by Mozuffur Jang and Chanda Sahib, 
1751-54. f assisted by the French under jVtonsl^ ir D'Auteuil ; but 
the struggle for the possession of the Carnatic was soon 
renewed by Mahomed, Ally" supported by tjie*English. 
Major Lawrence went to England an , October 1750, and 
( lLtle was effected during his absence, but affair $ took a 
f <moip favorable turn after his resumption of the command 
tin March 1752. Chanda Sajiib was reducQd to extremity 
about the erd of May, and while passing through the 
camp» of the ©TanjOre Army on a safe conduct, he was 
seized, and pu&td death a few days aftef wards. 

Peace witt # Notwithstanding the death of Chanda S^hibcthe war 
l764^ enC ^ , continued until October 1754, when a suspension of arms 
' 0 ‘took place, follower 1 by a provisional treaty and truce, 

jsvbich was concluded in December of the same year, and 
the N&wauJ) Mahomed Ally was then seerwed in the pos- 
session of the Carnatic. 

Principal e . The following were the principal events of this war : — 
events of the,. « 0 1 * 4 r 

war. * c 

t 

Defence pf 4 The defence of Arcot by t Q*tve~ hop. the 25th Septem- 
Arcot, l7ol. j.j ie November 175*1. Tho troops fit for duty 

at the commencement of tke siege consisted of 120 
Europeans, 200 ^sejjpys. r The ©force of theenSmy 
amounted to 150 , Europ^afis, %OQ0 # sepoys, 3,000 
4 horse, and £,000 armed peons. ]$any of the garrison 
paving been disabled, the number «which repulsed the 
^ attempt to* carry the place on the morning of the 18th 1 

1 Qraie says the 14th ; the date in the text ii taken from Clive's 
Report. 
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November was redhcrf tb 8lf Siropeans^fficefs tocjpded, ®HAP. II. 
and 120 sep^s. *Fl*appears 4 fr<5mtbe following extract 
from the Procqpding* of Gof^ifcment, d»tdd 21^t Novem- 
ber 1751, that Jhe* ^ar^is on yere in no wantof provi- 
sions 1 

“ The President lgys fto?c*e the B^ard a letter from Captain 
Clive advising that h&'is inw>stfdin the P>rt at Arcot. where 
the enemy are •cannonading him ; tharfj unfortunately two of 
his 18 pounders qge disabled by 'the shqjfc |ronf their battery ; 
and he was going to mount the last he has ; that he hsfs three 
months’ jrbvisions, and thinks hinlself able to defend a bread# 

should the enemy mgke'one. 

7 ll . Z 

1 Note by the late Colonel R. S. Wilson. — In 1816, Sir *t>hn Malcolm 
drew up a memorandum on tie histoijv of the three Indian armiej, for 
the information of Lord Buckinghamshire, f who was thrn Presidofiflof 
the Board of Control# Lord Buckinghamshire died Jiefftro, the memo- 
randum could be sent t<*him, and Sir John converted it^nto a review 
on the History tf the Bengal Native Infantry, by ^Ctfptain Wifliama. 

The paper* appeared in ttfe Quarterly Review , January 1818, No. 

XXXVI. In it waf published (tor the first time apparently) the folloer- 
ing anecdotp of the siege of Arcot : — “ When fro visions were very low, 
the Hindoo Bepoys entreated their Commander to allow them to bftil t 
the rice (the only food left) for the whole garrison. * Your English 
soldiers/ they said, ‘ can eat from <§ur hands, though wehanno! from 
theirs j we will allot as their share every grain of the ric^ and subsist 
ourselves by drinking the water in wliich it has been boiled/ We have 
received this yemarkabie # aneedote from an authority we cannot doubt, 
as it refers to the most unexceptionable contemporary witnesses.” 

The anecdote has had t groik Jt^cess, and has been in possession of 
the public mind so long, •that 'attempt now made to impugn its 
anthenticity has but a poor chance of attention. The following facts, 
however, are stated, for such consideration as they may be thought to 
deBerye. 0 

*The incident in question*is /aid n to hare eccurroJ* u vfhen provisions 
were very low/ 1 If is obv^ofis thSt i^would not have occurred unless 
provisions had been vey low. But the fact is, that during the siSge of 
Arcot, the garrison never whs in waxft of provisions. It is strange that 
Sir John Malcolm should not have adverted to thts fact, for it is stated 
in Orme, whose account he quotes. That^cconnt is confirmed by the 
papers to which this note is appended, and which have not been before 
published. • , 

Orme’s account of the siege is to be found in his first volume, 

196. It is stated at page 189 that on the 25th September there were 
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“ Hjp only apprehensions jjierefoVe c ^e r his peoples falling 
down through fatigue ; i^iai be thinks no'ifiss feWe than 1,000 
r blacks, and 200 ‘Europeans oaniattempfc to relieve him, as the 
enemy’s situation is strong, and tlfeir m^nberS increase daily ; 
ii^harefore w ft cannot } ilrniah body, he gives.it as his 

opi'niptt the place should to evacuated, as soon a£ possible, as 
it mtis£ fall when his provisions ^re expanded.” 

TI^j battle at Bahur nea/Ouddalore whifh was gained 
by Major Lav/rence over the French und^r ‘Monsieur 
DeKe^ean* on the &6th A'igust«17£2.* This was the 


c prol v isioira in the ^arrison^ for 60 days. Ine Uege terminated on the 
( 14th ’November. By this account, therefore, at its termination Clive 
still had in stcye provisions for 10°days. 

Bnt in a letter (mentioned in^ the te^) addressed by Clive to the 
C<cii(cil of Fort^St. Dtivid, and which must have bean written about the 
2nd or 3rd of «Octobfr, he^lnlWms the Council ^hat he has provisions 
for three months By this account hq must h^ve bad, at the tormina* 
tion of the siege, provisions in hand for six weeks longer, o 

It may tye said* that the above is not qfiite conclusive ; tviat the pro- 
^ visions may haye been spoiled or lost , by some accident. To this the 
reply is, that in none of'-uis letters, written during the siegp, does Clive 
mrke any mention of want of provisions j he says that he is afraid of 
u his men falling down at their posts from fatigue, buff he says nothing 
of famine. <- On the contrary, he* proposes, wheif his provisions are 
exhausted, to leave the place, apparently with the intention of catting 
his way badk to Madras. Considering the whole tenor of his oorre- 
* spondence now given, it cannot be believed that he would have failed 
1 to mention 4 the want of provisions, had tliat 'want existed. It seems 
established, therefore, that the inchest in question did hot jooour at 
Arcot. L « f , t ^ 

« It dope not follow that it did not occur at all. On the contrary, there 
is a strong probability that it di<^ occur somewhere. Traditions get ° 


wonderfully transferred and perverted, but they do not invent 'them- 
selves,* and tie tradition c in $uestijn is irf keeping with the native 
character. Further inquiry may chhir up the question. The siege of 
Mangalore in 1783 seenis a likely occasion W Such ’a proof of devotion. 

1 In a letW, dated 6th December 1751, tke Cburt of Directors ordered 
that the old, or Julian Calendar, should be discontinued in India after 
the 2nd September 1752, aqd that the following day should be consi- 
dered to be the 14th, the intermediate eleven days being omitted. The 
year to oommenoe from the 1st January, instead of from the 35th 
Marolk, as theretofore. The dates given in the text up to September 
1762 are “ old style 
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most important* vlcfctry'of thft campaign.* Tfcfe afctyn was *0HAP. II. 
well ctfMte^ed, S&d yras decided by ,tfie* bayonet. A 
number of tig enemy wer#kflled. MpnSieuij jDeKerjeatf 
with l&offiee?rg*and^OQ men a were made prisoners. All * 
their artillery t amrauiiite§n, a^d tfto/es wtee takerf. *Of • 
the English, 4 officers find 78 Jnen wer? Jrilled dirt of a 
strength of 400. ^ * 

The«bftttie # at the Golden rock ndhr Trichkiopoly gained Battle a? 
by Lawrence o* or Monsieur Astrucr <*n*the 26th J une 1 763. Jook?Jime 

The French havSig established a post which threatened ^ 63, 
to cut off the communication between Trichinopoly, ancf,. 
the Tondima^s country from whelice alf the provisions 
of the garrison were procure!!, this action w^ fought for* 
the purpose of dislodging *ihe enemy. It was ob this 
occasion that Captains Kilpatftc^ and, KuJ< 4 witll the 
Grenadiers of the» Madras European Battalion, and a 
party o& sepoys, distinguished themselves in the # manner* 
thus reportedly Mqjor Lawrence - 0 * # 

“ I ought to mention, because it is dueHo their merit, # the 
extraordinary gallant behaviour of Captains Kilpatrick and 
Kirk, who forced up a rock against four times t^ieir number 4 
of Europeans, and in the face t>f 2,000 sepoys, ahd dislodged 
them, and^attacked Jhem in flank, whilst we did the same in* 
front ; a more extraordinary aotion I have never yet seen. 

In |hort all the officers J and people in general behaved' 
very bravely.” • • • 

The battle near the Golden and Sugar loaf rocks gained Action with 
by Lawrence over Monsieur Broaier on the 9th August Bremer, 
1763. Major Lawrence wife on his return from the August 1763. 
Tanjore country* to* Trichitoopoly, when lie found the 
enemy drawn up between the French and Golden rocks 
to dispute his passage. They were driven back with loss,* 
and the, convoy which Major Lawrence was escorting 
entered the Fort in safety. 
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Defeat of 
HonsieurVt 
Astruo, Sep- 
tember 1753. 


Repulse of 
tbe assault 
on Trichi 


The Rattle 6 neiA'.the same ^ground glided by* Lawrence 
over Monsieur A&tyuc mi fne‘21st S epUetaber# ^748. 

4 This action wa*s fought iif order to restore the -commu- 
nications which had again been interrupted 'The* enemy 
r wei^ entirely defeated^ and' lost* eleven pieces of cannon 
together with their ammunitivnj s5ent«, and baggage. 
Their commander /‘with ten , 0 /frcers afid 100 men were 
taken prisoners. ‘ *■ , 

On the night of t^e< 37th November 1753 a determined 
attempt Hvas made to surprise the Fori, at Trichinopoly ; 
nopoly, 1753. but the assault was repulsed The enemy suffered severely, 
kavibg fiad 1 Officer and f 40 Privafes killed, and 8 
Officers and (v §64 European soldiers, many of whom were 
wounded, talEen prisoners. r * 

(Jn c the 12tjh February ,1754 the English sustained a 
severe loss i$ the capture of a raluab]^ convoy, and the 
destruction of the escort. 1 The convoy Bon^sted of 
t £7, p00 in mongy, and a large quantity of provisions and 
stores. The escort tfas composed of 100 Grenadiers, 80 
Europeans belonging to battalion companies, 800 sepoys, 

, and 4 guns^ This detachmeat had been 1 unfortunately 
placed under the command of an officer described by 
l Orme as “ of little experience, and less ability.” The 
enemy by u whom the escort was surprised consisted of 
c 12,000 Mahratta and Mysarerllorse, *6,000 sepoys, 400 
Europeans/ and 7 pieces of cannon. Hyder and his 
brother-in-law were both present on the occasion. Orme 
concludes his account v ofr this* disaster in the following 
words :— “ This wa^by fa^the severest blow which the 
English troops had suffered daring the Course of the war; 
itetook off one-third of the battalion, but what rendered 
.the misfortune irreparable was the loss of that gallant 


Loss of the 
convoy and 
esoort near 
TrichinopoJy, 
1704 . 


Orme's 

account. 


1 Near the Fort of Killyoottah, about 9 miles east of Trichinopoly* 
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company cff GrcnadiSrs 5 , wkoftp^courago^n eVery* occasion *>chap. ir. 
we have decfilfng the^vlctbr^, and wlio\nay be said, *“ 
without exaggeration, to hS^e 9 rendered more service than* ^ 
the same numrjer cftAroqps^belonging^to any nation in any 
part of*the woyld.” ’ % c v ' " ' 

ColoaeL # Lawr«ncd, iir his narrative of! ihe war’ On the RemarkBby 
coast of Coromandel, wrote f «hus wl?en describing this Lawrence, 
surprise**- «• # o 

“ It will Tse seedless to enter on ^tbe particulars of this 
affair, as one can ha<?dlj? do it without blaming, at least pity- *> 
ing, thcf Commanding Officer who is since dcad v and whop 
certainly from, his ’misconduct, lost bis party; and what^still 
added tO the misfortune, our brave company of_ Grenadiers,'* 
who had ever behaved veil and successfully, “frero amongst 
them. They were either taken, or cut to pieces, and both 
their officers killed.” 

# <• 


“ This^was a most heavy stroke upc*\ our little handfu? or 1 J 
men — above a third, and I cannot help repeating it, our besij 
troops, for so wijth reason I reckoned our Grenadiers, vpho had 
always behaved so well on every occasion, where bravery, and * 

j ij 

resolution were to be shown.” ' J > 


On the 31st O&tobkr 1754 a Royal Commission* as^ Acknow- 

Lieutemffnt-Colone^ wa** delivered to Major Lawrence at ) ^ d ^ e o ” t 

Madras, together with a iword richly set with diamonds Lawrence's 
w v , , i services. 

and valued at £750 sent ojit by the Court of Directors Colonel 

in acknowledgment of his services in the field, but he was beoomes° n 

nevertheless superseded Ky Colonel Adlercron, who had Commander- 
w v S in-Chief, 

recently arrived ’from England in’ command of’H.M. 17 c). 

t39th Regiment, and a small Detachment of Royal 

Artillery. This was the second, time this excellent and 

experienced officer had been superseded, but upon this* 

occasion, as well as on the former, he cheerfully gay*: his 

services as second in command. 
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The ^ef’vi^es of . Clive du^’ng tHe faar*were Also recog- 
nized by thef Court of Directors, w^o^p?Ssent^| him with 

"a sword set, witH diamonds Vafhed at £500.*; 

r * C* 1 < f > € l 

I t n June d 751, shorty after ,thc c&jnmeeicemenli of the 

* war^he officers th "n in t dfamp 'near Yolkendah applied 

to Government for an additional allowance in 8rder to 

enable fhem to mort the tiiiu3&ai expenses they were put 

to when on service at a distance from the ceast.* This 

© 

application having been unsuccessful, they pressed their 
case in a second letter couched in terms which vjere con- 
( ^idered rnutinous, and three officers who were believed 
^to bo the ringleaders, were ordered to Madras, and 
placed in Surest. This having been the first dispute 
which arose between Go veminent and their officers on the 
subject of t batt;a,, the < correspondence, as well as the 
resolutions of (Government, are ^iven below : — 

m* r f 

“ To Rodolphu?. Dk Gingins, Esquire, f 

Commander of ftie Hon’ble Company’s Troops 
1 at Walgonda Camp.” 

• “ Sib, 

“ALsithafi been always customary for the officers of the 
'Honourable Company’s Troops in the<seryice of theJMfoors 1 to 
have from them an allowance of 15^ razees per day to the 
Captains, and to each<3ubalt£ry 10, ancj as by reason of the 
distance* from Fort St. David, and our being obliged to have 
every thing from thence with the great expense attending 
it, and the risjc we run bf hjping <>ham, «all which difficulties 
will still increase the further wef go'^we find it impossible 
to live* upon tjie Company’s allowanco. Jou are therefore, 
Sir, reqnested by all the undersigned t officers under your 
command, apd now in the^service of the Nawanb, to apply to 

1 The army was in the field to support Mahomed Ally j hence the 
officers assumed they were m his service. 
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him in their betfali Ind to lefl^ui^kno^ £hat-^they*all do, CHAP IL 
and ev$ry on| insist ujxm ike same the/ fprmeriy had, and * 
hope as it* is w!ia£ has bee$i alwayg usual; it wos’f be looked • • 
upon now as exfrraofc&nayy. % 

7th June 175*. *( Signed) ' Jt DALTON, . . 

*( „ ) W.RfOHARD§, 

V »* ) KILPAl’RICK, * 

, and eleven others. * r 


The followiner refolv # was s#nt by Government ot th0 

« ° * « • < Go\ eminent 

» * 

M To Captain De CrinuiNS, 

“Sir, * v 

“ I have received your # letter enclosing the officers* remon. 
strance, on jvliirh occasion 1 must observe to*you thf£t the 
grants of Poonamailee, &c , were givtn fccr u^irf consequence 
of an alli&nce with tfne Cucar 1 to assist then; Against such 
enemies 1 ^ might disturb the peace of the province* so that ' 
the troops are abroad on that account, and nothin the manner* 
those gentlemen mention. They contmuedsin camp upwards 
of a month, and everything was quiet ; it seems to me to be 
the temper of the English to ecAitiive means to rum their own 
affairs : such behaviour at such* a time is greatly %xtrava£ant 
and unreasonable. • Rewards are certainly due for services * 
performed, but wbat hg ve we done for the Nawaub ? Is Chanda 
Sahib conquered, or € Maliodi^d, Ally «n possession of his 
Government? When this is effected, 1 am fully persuaded he • 
will not be wanting in showing a generous regard to merit. 

“<Till then I think^t ^oujd bo^unjbst to aslj it, therefore 
should be dropped for the pilsejjt. 


FofcT St. David, (Signed) THOMAS SAFNDERS 
12 th June 1761 . 

• j» ' 


vol. r. 


1 The Na^ anb’s Gorermnent 


5 
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Thi^ letter cabled forth k tlfe followin^rejoinder 

t ‘ The Bfonorable Thomas Sanders, Esquire/ * t • 

• ' President and Governou^of Fort St. David, &c., &o. 

* r * <- r 1 * c 

“ Our situation ' at fhe receipt of yo^r answef to the remote 
stranee did not c admit an immediate perseverance therein, 
bnt hope you will nut from ‘ th6'ribe conclude ua to be so ill- 
acquainted witl\ the subject .on which we are ift fchfi field, 
as not to know we arb in ( the same alliance dlid employ with 
tljose gentlemen who received the subsidjr we now apply for, 

, bnd have Voen encouraged thereto by your own repeated 
expressions to several gentlemen on tljdt head ; so that if 
our behavior $, Sir, is* extravagant, or unreasonable it must 
have jn a great measure proceeded 1 from, thence. We did 
not* apply for (f reward to mqpit, but for an allowance necessary 
to support tlie difficulties, and exposes we are subject to, which 
are considerably t augmented since our last by«ouiM3everal 
losses, so* that a subject thus essentially necessary can never 
be cirop’d by * < 

, * ir Sir, 

G 

Your most obedient servants, 

Camp at Ootatoor, (Signed) JOHN DALTON, 

2 7th June 1751. ( ‘ „ ) WILL. RICHARDS, 

( „ )* JAS*. KILPATRICK, 

, , 1 and ten others.” 

t Government upon receipt of this letter recorded a 
resolution from which the follQwing is an extract:— 
“Agreed that Captains Richards, and Kilpatrick, and 
Captain-Lieutenant Murray, whr, \yo are unformed, have 
been the ringleaders, immediately ordered in from camp, 
put under arrest as soon as they arrive and sent to Europe, 
there to answer to our Honorable masters for their mutinous 


1 De Gingins had fallen back to Ootatoor after the action at Volkondah 
on the 20th June, t during which the European battalion was seised 
with a panic and retreated to oamp. 
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behaviour. * But m Jhe tnalcinjof this intention public^: might •CHAP. II. 
prove of bad eonse^iymce, as th(3»whole cjrps wotfld perhaps 
take theijr part, and* leave 4 <|uite destitute of Officers, ^hc» # 
President is de#lre^ to v&ite* for them under a pretence of * 
changing the Officers tha^till jjnaJJh^ve equal shaife, of # 
duty.” ^ 

The officers mefcteonec^ above were ^nt for an$ placed Three officers 
in arrest accordingly. Captain f Riehards died imme- arre8ted i 
diately 'afterwards, Captain-Lieutenant Murray escaped 
to Pondicherry, w]jere it wa*3 said he obtained a commis- 
sion. paptain Kilpatrick orf making his submission 
Government was pardoned, and afterwards distiifgu&hed* 
himselt on severar^ccasions. No further steps appear* 
to have been taken in^bhe matter. « 

- i 


„ Note by* the late Colonel R. S. wi^son. • 

“ The points at issue wei*e much the same as tho*e which caused the 
mutiny of the Buropean officers of the Bengal Aryiy in 1766. *Thp t 
Government sent tioops to the assistance of ibe Nawaub of the Carnatic. 
The Nawaub granted them allowances from his own purse, in addition tp 
those they Kfceived from Government. After a time Government 
became aware fchtit their relations with the Nawaub Ihust he made, 
permanent. They entered into an alliance with him, one of the Results 
of which was that the Nawaub cedSd to them a portion ofc territory, and 
Government promised to furnish him with military aid j the Nawaub, # 
therefore, thought himself no longer bound to make an/ allowances to 
the English troops, andoGovtrnipent took the same view. They do nob* 
appear, Jhowever, to have allowecj At* troops any portion of the revenues 
df the district coded. The consequence was that the duties and expensed 
of the troops were much increase^, without any increase being made to 
their pay. When they entered the service^ the Company’s possessions 
were limited to the FortseSt* George asid gfc. David. The duties of the 
troops consisted i» defending tftos&posts, and their expenses were not 
great, for all articles brought from Europe they reoeivnd on t hi? beach. 
The case was very diiFerent when w they were marched inland and kept 
there. • They found themselves engaged in • an endless and mqpt 
harassing warfare, the whole brunt o£ which fell on* them, for the 
Nawaub’s own troops were worthless, and they oould not obtain a bottle 
of wine or a yardtof broadcloth, except at ruinous prices. # It *vaa 
natural that they should feel discontented with this state bl things 
and that they should desire to receive increased* pay for increased 
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CHAP, n .c duty and Expense. ^Unfortunately they did*, no* kpow how to argue 

their caSe. .They put* their e^n- on the untenable, ptoa that they 

^ were in the NawauVs Service, u and w^e, therefore, entiled to pay from 
^hiip ; and they expressed th^msClvdo (perhaps unintentionally) in a v 
c ' threatening ^manner, to which it * wa^* impossible? that Government 
con\d submit* < , ( 1 1 * f « 

r Dn Vhe other hbnd, the Conduct of Government fn the master does 
not fcopit out well under examination. ^ Tfpy allege t^at Hie troops 
employed inland did receive from them an ^jlpvance, called batta, in 
f addition to their pay /.This is ttuedi# the letter, but not in the spirit. 
The batta in question wa& not in addition to what the tropps had 
formerly received, but in lieu of an allowance which ^ad previously 
been paid in kind. BefbrS the necessity for employing troops inland 
( had arisen, Government kept a table for them officers, but when the 
^ftjops began to be sent from the coast, fhis custom was ftftqid inoon- 
V enient, J?ud, r at the suggestion of Colonel Lawrence, it was commuted 
into ap allowance m money 1 . By this arrangou)6nt the officers gained 
nothing, and^the facts remained tfrab their duties and theii* expenses 
were enormously extended, that Government were paid for that exten- 
sion, a id that the troops received £o portion of that payment. 

Cfrnfe and othdr i historians* have noticod these discontents, and have 
also noticed <Jiat c 8t Che buttle of Volcondah (20th June 1751) the 
1 1 oops, /or the >irst and last time, behkved ill before the enemy. But • 
neither Orme, nor any of the others, has put the two thitfgs t^ether.” 
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<SUAV. II. 


Cavalry/* 174Q-54. „ 

I) • • * * 

III January l?48,°(fovarnmeat rgsolyed to^ra^e a smgbll Establish, 
body of European CaVafty, aiad ‘thoy ^thorised 1 tHfe ms * 
# purchased 100 htfrsek foV that purpose at the co§$ of 
7,000 pagodas. 1 No accotint ofi the organisation Of this 
body has J>een* found, but the records show that it served 
with the army under Admiral Bosc&vftm during the siege 
bf Pondicherry in Ahgust and September 1748. liuring 
October of the same year, the establishment of Cavalry 1 
was fixed at one troop, to conoist of — * ^ 

1 Captain. 

1 Captain-Lieutenant. 

2 Lieutenants. 

. 2 Cornets. 

5 Serjeants. 


5 Corporals/ 

1 Quartermaster. 
‘ 1 Trumpeter. 

100 Privates. 


The pay of the Captain was fixed at 50 pagodas > 
(Rupees 1 75) per mensem, that of the Captain-Lieutenant 
and of the Lieutenants at 80 pagodas each (Rupees 105), 
and that of the Cornets at 25 pagodas (Rupees 87-8-0). 

The duty of forming and disciplining this t'roop was 
entrusted to Lieutefaent James Kilpatrick, who had,served 
in the Cavalry in England. Nothing has been found to 
show how far this order was, cUi tied out, but in December 
<1749 the number of men had fallen to 30, and in 
Decejuber 1752 the establishment^ was revised, and HstabiwiN 
ordered to consist of 1’ Lieutenant, 2 Serjeants, 2 Corpo- 
rals, 1 Drummer, and SO Troopers. •> • * 

With the exception Of a fetf horse hired from time to 
time, there were no Native Cavalry in the service of' 

Government at this period, 
o 




1 About £2,450. 
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Appointment 
of a Chief 
Engineer gnd 


CHAP. y. 

. 9 ARmLERY,*1746-\?54. •* • 

• % c * « • 4 * 

No particulars regarding tlte strjng^lf op equipment 
of Jbhe Arti^ery ^tj^or^T St. e £)avfd during 1746 have 
been found, bftt if appftars frorp tlje Proceedings of Gov- 
ernment thatf tirere was a smqjl partf of Gunners under* 
two Ensigns, an*d t\yo Llaster-Gurfners. . 

In February 1747 the Oourt of Directora advised the 
Madras Government of <the appointment of a Chief 
Commandant *Engineer, and Commandant of# Artillery, in aietter from 
1747^ lll ° iy ^ * wjrichtlfe follpwing^is an extract « — * 

• I C 1 * • t ^ 

“We have engaged Captain Alexander Delavidx 1 to be 
Chief Engineer of all our settlements, and^ Captain of the Train 
of Artillery 4herehnto belonging, at a salary of* two hundred 
pounds steHipg per annum, to commence from Christmas 
last,«to be pgtfd him at nine shillings a*pagod%,; h3 hath not 
received any part of his said salary, we having given him a 
®am of monej as a l^ounty, in oifaer to equip himself for our 
qprvice. On hi»*arrival in India, ho is to have an apartment 
in the fort wherever he resides, with diet mfcney, a pallan- 
keen, and servants, the sdme as allowed to one of our 
Council : &nd Jiis travelling charges, from place to place, 
when sent on the Company’s business* sfre to defrayed at 
the Company’s expence. He takes passage on oar ship the 
Lapwing : and is ccfrnmkndtff? By us te obey all suqji orders 
as shall he given him by the Govern our of the Settlement 
whereat he shall reside. We direct you to regard him 
according tq his Tank* an£ ordsr that tfie same military and 
other honours be done to hjm^is d$e usually done to those 


in Council. 


(Signed) H. GOUGH dnd thirteen others*” 


1 TJiis officer arrived at Fort St. David earl/ in 1748, he deserted 

in Hay 1749 and absconded to Pondicheny. 
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In July oi the sanSb year the grade, of JSnsigip was cdAP n. 
abolished in the Aralieuy, a»d Commissions as ) Lieute- GradTcf 
nant were give^ tp the Subalterns serving with th,e Train? j^oimhed 
In ’December crder^J-were .received from England for W48. , 
the formation of*a regular t-ompaijy of Artillery, and ttye Formation of 
following^egulatioil'; fram’ed by the Court of Directors ArtiUwy? 7 °* 
were published : — 

' » * * 

il Regulations fbr the Forming, Discipline g and Governing a Regulations. 
Company of Artillery at ForVSt. David, and foi the x better , 
•managing, and keeping in good order , the Ordnance, Small 
Arms , and # Mihiarfj Stores , Tools. Utensils , and othtor 
HabilPments of War. , * 


u As it is intended to abolish thp offices of Gunnels, Gunners’ 
Mates, Quarter Glinners, and Gun-room Crew, and to con ist 
( sic ) in lieu of them a Regular Company of ’ArSillery for the 
bette^jlefasce of our settlements in time of danger, and* for 
the training up a Regular and Disciplined Corps for the 
Ordnance Service, we do hereby orders for the more easy* 
attaining this end, that the following Regulations be strictly 
followed and observed : — 


“ 1. That the said Company of Artillery do consist of ope 
Second Captain, one Captain-Lieutenant and Director of the 
Laboratory, 0ne First Lieutenant Fire Worker, on^ Second 
Lieutenant *Fire Wor>or, rone Ensign Fire Worker, Four 
Serjeant •Bombardiers /four Corporals Bombardiers, two 
Drummers, and one hundred Gunners. 

u 2. 0 That the formation of this Company of Artillery shall 
be set about immediately "on 'receipt -of this, aid Captain 
Delavaux, with the approbation the G s overnour and Major 
Lawrence, shall direct the» same hi the manner m<jkt suitable 
to the service, and in conformity to these Regulations. 

n 8* The Officers and others already Engaged for tfie service 
of the Artillery, arewto be placed immediately in the several 
ranks they are engaged for, in which .they are to conuaoe 
till promoted, unless by committing any crime or offence 
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CHAP if. they ihall l5e # broke by thej£udgmen^of a Ootyrt-Martial, or 
Dismi$t by # orderA)f the # dourt^of Direb^rs. i . t 
r 44 4. Th^t such*>f thosfc belpng^ng to the^gjin-room as have 
behaved ^velT, and pan f gm* groaf $£ *the*r being properly 
qualified to j&rvc # tn i tlie / ArtrtferJ , J bo admitted "into this 
Company in ^uch rank ‘as on f ryjft GoYerndor, Major 
Lawreroe, the Ch>'f Engi^ee^tfr, if absent, the next Officer 
of the Artillery, may Judge them fit for. * t % . 

44 5. In case any*)# the Officers, or others belonging to the 
Company of Artillery in ifjs Majesty’s Service under the 
’command of Admiral Boscawen, Should obtain lea^e to stay 
infjhe'fi&Bt Indies in « order fo enter in*to the service of the 

• 9 r # 

Company^ tliey shaft 1 be admitted into such vacant employ- 
ments as ftie Governour, Jdajor •‘Lawrence, and the Chief 
Engineer, Judge them qualified for ; but as* it is intended 
the Second* Cfhptfiin isf to be an Engineer, no one is to be 
admitted into the rank, who hath not a competent ^knowledge 
and experience in that profession. ' It is therefore intended 
keep that post oppn till a person so qualified is named by 
tjie Court of Directors. 

c 

“ (J In order to Compleat the Company of Artillery as soon 
as possible, a sufficient number of young, healthy, able- 
bodied, an cl most sober inch, from among the soldiers or 
others , belonging to the other cofnpauys. are to be taught 
exercise of the Artillery, among whom it is reconlmended to 
have as many as possible w*li6 Vave bden bred to the occupa- 
tion oY srhiths, carpenter^, or some other trade or business* 
v hich may be of use jn the service of the Artillery, a§ also 
such Mo can read and w*. ito, and s'eem to have the best 
capacity to learn tfye se\ c#*!! parts' of duty proper for the 
Ordnance eirvice, and as sioti as thej shall have made a 
^sufficient progress in the Artillery exercise, they shall be 
dischargeu from the coinpanys they belong to, and entered 
into the Company of Artillery, and promoted in it according 
to their merit, and that there may be always a supply of men 
proper to recruit the Company of Artillery, Major Lawrence 
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and the Bngiif&er are t§. ^ake care thfrt* a sufficient 

number^ of men, qt&lJfied as # above, as nffic\i as* possible, be 
continually in#Lrycte3 in ^hS ,-Arttflery discipliqje for that 
purpose, our intgntiSi* being^ th*t the Qompafty qf Artillery 
be alwa/s compieat,4nd 4n ijttse pbrSJm admitted info tile 
Company of Artillery ftiisfcehave, so as not#to be fit ?<f jcon- 
tinue in it, he shall, on the Jydgnyont o4«. Court-martial, be 
' obliged, to serue the remainder of hit time in, the company 
he was taken* from. % % # # 

“ 7. So soon as thqCoinpany^of Artillery consists ofca suffi- 
cient number of Officers a^id Gnhners to do the duty of thfc 
Gunner and Gun-rcgoin* Crew ^which^it is strongly f rec|>m- 4 
mended may be as soon as possible), the office of Gunnor'and 
of all belonging to tho gqn-room, are to be abolifbed. 


CHAP. II. 


“ 18. The Director of the Laboratory is tft h^ve*pt)ssession of 
proper plfrcei^for th * preparing, preserving, and safe keeping, 
of all necessaries propel for tho laboratory, # <und to have an 
apartment, as near it sm mdly be convergent, that he may hate 
it the more under his inspection and caV?. He is to J>e 
allowed such ^assistants as may be necessary for the business 
of the laboratory, and is from time to time to give notice to 
the Governour, Major Lawrence* or tho Chief Engineer, of the 
number of assistants jie may want, who are to appoint tli^m 
only from^tmong the Jpompany of Artillery, taking care that 
none but sober men«be cho*sqp« for tlfat purpose, but the 
Director of the Laboratory may name for his chief assistant 
on all occasions, any ono of tfce said companys not above tho 
degree of Serjeant, on ^vhpsoskill and^care he ojin rely 
“ 19. All suclnaf the Company of Artillery as are employed 
as assistants in the laboratory shall, during the|jbime of such 
employment, be excused from other duty.# 

# # ** * 

<4 26. No foreigner, whether in our service or not (except 
such as hath been admitted into it by the Court of Dire&ors), 
nor no Indian, black, or person of a mixt breed, nor any 
vol. i. 6 
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CHAP. El. Bornean batiiolic of what nation soevdi', shall on, any pretence 
be admitted t6 ret fbotAn the l^be/tffcory* or any of the 
‘ Military magazines, either 6ut‘of curic&ity, op to he employed 
in them, or t<s come near tfyem, so as^ i& see Vhat is doing or 
contained therein, norv’shaH any^-siHi persons have c a copy or 
sight 'of any accounts br paper? relating tp, any Military 
stoites whatsoever, 0 * 

# * # * # 

< 1 * 

<c 28. That the Director of the Laboratory artfl his assistant 

shall (Jjligertly, carefully, ‘an*l properly instruct in the whole 
€ art of making Military fireworks for real use in ev^ry branch, 
t without duncealing any part thereof, *ill a Officers belonging to 
the Artillery, and such Officers and Qadetts belonging to the 
other com pajiys as are willing, and are desirous to be instructed, 
as a&so such Cade^ts and Gunners belonging to the Artillery, 
as have the best dispositic 1 to be instructed, and are employed, 
or intendedotobe employed in the laboratory, or to be any ways 
promoted in tW service of the Artillery, in which cari~A~.ll be 
taken to choose the soberest ai^d most intelligent persons, 
whose fidelity and attachment to the service of thp Company 
can be most relied on, and all persons instructed in the busi- 
ness of tin laboratory shall^ first receive an order of the 
Goyernourj Council, Major Lawrence, the Chief Engineer, or, 
if absent, the Officer Commanding the ^Companys, to be so 
inhtructod^ and shall then be personally employed 'in the actual 
making and preparing all sort? of fir^./orks, and lor greater 
certainty that no part thereof is concealed from them, the • 
Director of the Laboratory is ^to enter fair into a bopk, a 11 
receipts of composition, tituled with the f uses for which 0 they 
are designed, with the manner of compounding, preparing, 
fitting and making up all parts of Military fireworks, whether 
compositions, machines or cases, and ihe said book shall be an 
office book to be inspected by all subh as are ordered or 
permitted to attend tho laboratory as above and are willing to 
be instructed therein, and the Governour, Major Lawrence, 
the Chief Engineer, or, if absent, the Officer Commanding the 
Companys, shall each of them have a duplicate of the said 
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book, bttt no^othdT boffys either in part pr whftle shall be • cftAP. 
given to, or tqk8n bytafty # other person* whatsoever. * 


" 30. Xhe Officers of*^ khe'^dmpany 4 ^ 4rtillejy ate to fcal^e 
care to teach all person^ belong«3g*to th& saM Company, .in 
the practice of gunn#j*in general, as the manAcr of serving 
and firing all sorts of pieces eft* Artillery, whether designed 
for the t&rbwlhg of shot, shells, stones, grenade* carcasses or 
other fireworks. They are to t^ach fherft the u§c and con- 
struction of all the instruments •usfd for pointing or levelling^ 
great guns or mortars, # ancf to exercise them, at etnvpnient £ 
times, in the hitting “marks, whether point bffink, or at any 
degree of elevation, together w?ch quick firing, foi* which a 

# proper quantity of •ammuhifiont is to be allowed ; they, are 
likewise to instruct them in the mal^ng gabion.^ Sjnd fascinel^ 
with the manner to qpe then* in making batt&ys # or breast- 

* work%gft^lso*uhe manner of making intrcnchipSnts, whether 

for defence or approaches, and they are likewise'to teacH them 

the manner to mount or* dismount cannon or mortars, and to 
• • 
remove them from place to place, at which they are to be « 

exercised at proper times, but # so as not to o\;er-fafigu© 
them, or give them a disgust to the service ; but the know- 
ledge of this exercise is necessary, as in time of clanger no , 
other assistance can W got" to do this work. % • • 

u 31. Thh Artillery ^iorrqnany is likewise to be taught and 
.perfectednn the Military exereisSdf small arms in all its parts, 
i^j/he same manner the other companys are taught,* and is to 
be renewed and exercised in common jwith the rest of the 
garrison towards the enti df each r fuODili ; they shall likewise 
go through a general* exercise of f the Arjillory once in e#ch 
month, at which the Governour? or some one of She Council, 
Major Lawrence, the Chief Engineer, or, if "absent, the Officer • 
Commanding the Companys, shall bfe present, ancl twice at 
least in every year they shall perform a solem exercise, to fire^ 
at marks and throw sheila, in presence of the Govemour or 
second, Major Lawrence, and the Chief Engineer, and to 
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CHAP. IT. encou$tge such who perform^the b£st, r Jae Council may order 
suitable premiums* '* '* • <S c 

32. The Company of AHilfery is to do garrison duty iu 
common, and * in proportion with,, th& 4>thpi^ troops, and so 
many Officers f and Gubneas ar$ it o» mount d^ily as may per- 
forin „the duty o$ the plaiiorms, and bastjpns, ae was done by 
the 'Gup-room* Cr^w heretofore,, and i fi all respects the Com- ‘ 
pany of Artillery is tp be employed 1 as is practise^! in His* 

i ® o 

Majesty’s garrisons of Gibraltar and Minorca, c 

“ 33o No deserter from any nation whatsoever is to be enter- 
tained in the Company of Artillery, not even a British subject 
L wh|(* muy have once deserted from Hia^ Majesty’s or the Com- 
,pant/s Service, although ho may havedieen pardoned for his 
desertion, n$r any Roman Catholic, and if any person belong- 
ing Vo the Company of Artillery marry a\Roman Catholic, or 
his wife b^cenie a Rom^n Catholic after marriage, such person 
shall r be immediately dismist f rdfn the Company of Artillery, 
and be obliged^o serve the remainder of his time in GiiQ~&L the 
. other company^, or be removed to &ome other fif the Company’s 
settlements to se t nve it out there, if the Council think fit. 

“ 34. Captain Delavaux, with the approbation of the Gover- 
nour, %hall f regulate the cloatbing for the Artillery, which is to 
bo «f blue (doth, out of the Company’s warehouses, with red 
cuffs and f apings, and brass button^, with t a cap or hat, which 
shall be* provided by the Captain and paid for by^the Com- 
pany, in the same manner as crd$red*m the 22nd and 23rd 
Articles of the Military Regulations, and the said .company 
shall be armed in the manner most suitable to the climatte^ 
and the nature of theifc service. t t f % e 

# # t . r \ 1 * 

“37. Th<* Commission, Nou-Comnvssion Officers, and Gun- 
pers belonging to the Company of Artillery, are to be promoted, 
broke, punished or confined according to the several Regula- 
tions made for the Military in the Company’s service at Port 
St. f>avid, with this distinction, that where an Officer or 
Gunner belonging to the Artillery is to be tryedj so many of 
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the officers beloagingt'to'the Artillery as conveniently can, CHAP* II. 
shall be of the*Couto»artial, ana 1 in® all iohrs bf duty, the 

I * • o "» . J " 7 

Officers of.theV)ompafiys and^f fche 3 Artill$ry company are 
roll together adbordii)^ to # tlieir janks and seniority, so far as 
is consistent with the*na£ur.p*of theiV>differen<i services? and 
are to h^ye tfre same IVyiit^ry Honours donq them, and^those 
• who serve in tho Artillery. may be promoted in the dther 
•company's in cage of v Heaneys, as may thobe who serve in the 
other coffipagys be promoted £o vacancy s in the Artillery 
Company, bnt not unleqp they have* made themselveg com- 
•pj^atly masters of the business "and service of the Artillery ii) 
allots branches, anc^giye good proofs of their knowledge ,$,nd ? 
experS^nqp therein, to the satisfaction of tlie Governour, Major 
Lawrenve, Chief Engineer, or, it absent, the Officer Command- 
ing the ^mpany s.” 0 

# # ^ J 
* 3 ® , * 

It is ordered that the Company of Artillery in the East India 
Co i.fW— mu *s Service consist as follows : — 


To reside where the C( npany’s Service man require. 

1 First Captain and Chief Engineer, at £200 per annum. 

To reside at the chief settlement, or its subordinate. 


1 Second Captain and Second 



> 

Engineer t ... 

at 

£150 per .Annum. 

1 Captayi-Lieutenant and Direc- 




tor # of the Laboratory 

at 

£100 

do. 

1 First Lieutenant JFire Wbrjc^r 

at 


do. 

1 Second do. do. 

at 

£60 

do. ■ 

Third do. do. - ... 

a^ 

£50 

do. 

4 iSebjeant Bombardiers e*ch - 

at 

2s. 0 d. 

ner day. 

4 Corporal Bombardiers do. 

at 

1«. 6d. 

do. 

WO Gunners do % ... 

at 0 d. 

> do. ' 

2 Drummers 0 do. ... 

at 

1«, 0 d. 

do. 


115 Men, exclusive of the Chief Engineer. 

» (Signed) BIOHD. CHATJNOY, 
and sixteen others. 


London, 
17/A June 1748. 
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ancf Third 
Lieutenants 
increased. 
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Artillery. 


Mr. Robins 
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Comman- 
dants, 1760- 
61. 

Augme%ta* * 
tion, 1752. 


Establish- 
ment and pay. 
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In Afigusff 1749, Government, on *eho rfeconpnendation 
of Majof La&renW, divided th§ establishment of 100 Gun- 
. ners into fyo claves, tile ii^st Jo consist^/ 40 tnen still 
to fye called Giinners^ anjl torepeive shilling and four 
* peifce* each per* (Ren; ; hhp l’em£i1riflg 60 man to be called 
MatrpSses, ancU<3 J)e paid at the Ate%f §tie shilling a day. 

In December of.hhe sai*e ycAr fch§ pay of the Second 
and Third Lieutenants of Artillery was raised to th& same 
as that of Ensign of« Infantry, viz., four shillings a day. 

^Endeavours were madeaf this time tb obtain volunteers 
t £ronj th^ detachment of Royal A f* tiller^ which hacl come 
out with Admiral Boscawen; but the /advantages of the 
service wer© 4 so small that duly a few were induced to 
join ;«and so much^difficulty ^as ex*perie»ced in procuring 
men, ‘that application waspmade to the CQurt of Directors 
for 100 able*boiied recruits. * • 

In December;1750 Mr. Benjamin*Robins,the cetetffiRed 
.Engineer, arrived from Engl and *to i;eplaceP Captain Dela- 
va^x. Mr. Robin^*died during 1751, and was succeeded by 
Lieutenant-Colonel Caroline Frederick Scotty H. M. 29th 
•Foot, Aide-de-Camp to H.R.*H. the Duke of Cumberland. 

In* December 1752, the Court of Directors ordered the 
. formation, on a revised establishment, eff two gDmpanies 
of Artillery, one for Fort St. Get^rgf*, and the other for 
Fort St. David, amf early 1 753 • they sent out two 

strong detachments of officers and men in the Mont fo rt _ 
and Bodington. Thej company sent Ijy the latter yaa 
lost at sea; the other, vhfth arritfecFin July or August, 
was entirely composed of fftfeignerS, principally Swiss, 

The establishment and pay'of a company, as ordered on 
this occasion, was as shown below : — * 


« 

1 Captain 

... £200 per annum* 

' . First Lieutenant ... 

... £100* 

do. 

Second do. 

£90 

do- 

Third do. 

... £90 

do. 
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6 Styjeants ' e ’ ... ■£ .. 2s. each perdiem'.* 
6 Can»rals^ * . ... 0 ’..., a ls. \n<jl 8^. each 


CHAP. II. 


o 0 O . * perdiem,, 

30 Bomba^dieJsA ». a 
3 9 Gunnels 


»• 

» 

o o 

i 


Is. qn.d Sd.^eacli per dipm. 
lA a^d 6 ef. each per *di#m. 

Is. each 'per diem. * > 

2 Drummers * 1*. ' do. 3 

'Lewis pTllena to be ‘Captain of ths 1st Corppany at Fort 
St. George* * , , 0 

John Brohier . do. 0 2 nd d<J. Fort St. , 

David,- 4 * * ( 

Mr. Hilffer to be ;2nd Lieutenant of Captain D’Hl'ins’ 1 ' 
Company. ’ - > 

Captain Brohier’s company was ordered tc be formed 

of the men then in India. J , 

• . *» * % 

The following is a roll of the company of Artillery Swiss 

wfu^ygiledDin the Montfort : — ^ ' i 7 ^? ftn5r> 

Captain Lewis DTllens .. Lucerne, age tfO - ' 

2 nd Lieutenant George" # 

Hilffer Hanover, do. 42 [ r Gentlemeh. 

Lieutenant Jean ^Francis ^ I 

Paschoud ... Berne, do. 26 j 

„ > 

Cadet Jean Jacques Vouga Neufchatel, do. 20 ^ 


v 


Do* Francis Flactioir ..“ Y verdun, 


> Laborers. 


do. 22 

do. 24 

do. 21 

do. 21 J 

do. 33 1 „ ,, 

■> j*. Gentlemen. 


Do. David Wird 4 St Gall, 

Do. Jean Henri Solik'offer JDs.' 

Do . Jean Carl Erdman ... Saxony, 

Do. Francis Louis Tribolet. Berne, 

• * . J . 

Do* Francis Lauzan v.? Do. * * do. 19 j 

9 , 0 

Do. Nicolas Bonjoijr ... Do?*» ijo. 19 Watchmaker. 
4 Serjeants, 3 Corporal#, 5 Bombardiers, 20 (burners, 27 
' Matrosses, and 1 Drnmmer. * > 

The Non-Commissioned Officers 5 and men were from 
Switzerland, Frankfort, Lubeck, Wirtemberg, Hesse Cassell, 
Nnrembtug, &o., &o. 
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EfuijoPEAN Ikf&}try, 1746-5f 

c The numbor of ^European ^ Infancy iq Fort St. David 
at tho time 6f ( the‘ surrender* of Madras v was about 200. 
This # iorce wqs l augmente<3Muri<^gi7^ by M)0 men from 
Bengal, a similar number Ctym Bombay, and 150 from 
England. « ' e c 0 * 

Much inconvenreuee having been experienced owing 
to the want of any Code of Military Law in India, 
Gover^m^nt, about the end cfif April 1747,' fhade the 
fptlowing selections from the Articles of War then in 
force in England, and directed that they should be 
applied to their own troops : — 1 . 

( • i % * 1 

* * * * ' Article 1st. 

» c i 

All officers^ gjid soldiers not having just imp^dinyyaJ^hall 
daily diligently frequent divine service, and,. . . . , such places 
as shall be appointccF for the regiment, troop, or # cavalry to 

hich they belong ; and such as either wilfully or negligently 
absent thpmselves from divine service and sermon, or else, 
being present, conduct themselves indecently or irreverently 
during the same; if they bfi officers, they shall be severely 
reprimanded at a Court-martial, but if private saidiers, they 
shall, for every such first offence* foifeit, each nian, twelve 
pence, to be deducted out their hext pay; and for the. 
second oftence, shall forfeit twelve pence, and be laid in i ro ^a 
for twelve hours ; an<J for every like offence afterwards^ shall 
sufEer and pay in like t,mahncr^ a‘ad* the money so forfeited 
shall be applied to tjje relioPof the sick soldiers of such troop 
or company* to which the offenders do belong. 

t c 

; t [Articles from 2nd to 6th not given.] 

Article 7th. e 

c 

If any officer or soldier shall excite, cause, or join in; any 
mutiny or sedition in the company, troop, or regiment to 
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whioh be belongs,* <JF in an£ other cojnpanf, troop, or fe AP. II. 
regiment in JEfis MSlj duty’s Service, # <Jr ii^any p&rty pr post *“ 
where the* duty js done by Aetitohsnent from several regi- [ 
ments, or otherwise,* fci the army, ho shall suffer death,^or 
such other punishment «as*e Gkiijerai j Court- martial •shell 
inflict. 


And if any officer, rfon-coanpissipned officer, or solder bear 
any words tending to mutiny or sedition, # or being any way 
privy thereto* do not immediately use Jus utnfbst endeavours 
to suppress the same v as#also tt> discover it to Ms superiors ; 
if an offiqe* 5 , he shall be cashiered* and if a non-commissioned 
officer or soldier, he«shfvll be severely punished at the* disere-** 
tion of a*Court-mar&ai. * * * ‘ 


Article 8th. 

If any officer or soldier shall strijce, o» us8 &»y violence 
against, his^superidl* officer, being in the evetflition pf his 
ofSce, or shall refuse t<5 obey any lawful command of his 
superior officer, # all and eviry person qr persons So offending, 
shall suffer death, or such other punishment as by a Court- 
martial shall be inflicted. 

Article 9th. 

If any <dficcr or »oldier # shall strike, draw, or offer to draw, * 
or shall lift 4^any weapon against Mb superior officer on any 
pretence whatsoever ; # if 8n dfiicpr, ho shall bo cashiered, and • 
if h non-commission officer oi* private soldier, he shall receive • 
btffih corporal punishment a* a General Court-martial shall 
inflict. **..*•,* • 

• ^Articl^ 10th. 

All officers and soldiers who have received paypor havelbeen 
duly listed in our service, and shall dosart the same, either 
in the field, upon a march, in quarters or in garrison, and be ^ 
convicted thereof before a General Court-martial, shall suffer 
death, or Such other punishment as by the said Court-rferfci|l 
sha0he4nfiicted. 

tOIu I, * 


7 
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CHAP. ii. * . Arti&e 11th. 1 ' ' 0 f 

■ . C 9 * / r c f r 6 4 

t No non-commission officer or soldier shall leave hts troop 
of* company, and ihlist hfmsel* ir any other Regiment, troop, 
or # company Without ^ di&clmrgfc fy?m the Commanding 
Officer of the regiment i$ Whidb Ifb last served, under pain 
of bjctfng reputed! a deserter, and v suffering accbrdifigly ; and 
in case -any officer ‘shall k^owi^gly receive or entertain any 
such non-coir mission 'officer or soldier, upon* pijpof made 
thereof before a Ge^e Court-martial, he shall be cashiered. 

Nor shall any discharge granted to. any non-commission 
Officer or ^soldier after he has joined the regixnedlf troop, or 
coiipan^ into which h'* is inlisted, be r al^)wedi of as such, till 
signvi! nv a Field Gfficer of ( the regiment when such . . . . 
dismissed. 

(1 u Article 12th. 

c» < 

If any officer on soldier' shall persuade oi advise any other 
officer or soldier to desert our service, ^he shall receive such 
punishment as /Shall be inflicted by i'he sentence of a General 
°ourt-martiak 

* 

Article 13th. 


If any non-commission officer or soldipr committed to 
prison shall break thence and endeavour to escape punish- 
ment and leave the service, he shall be punished as a deserter 
ai*d suffer death, or such other purishment at ii shall be 
inflicted by a General Court-martial. ^ - < 

And if any officer 'under s^est shall leave his confinement 
beforS he Is set at liberty by the officer who confined bim^pr 
by a superior power, be shall be cashiered for it. 

*. * « . 0 * 
Article «.14tf 


Whatever officer or soldier t shall misbehave himself before 
the enemy, and mn away, or shamefully abandon any fort, 
post, or guard which be or they shall be commanded to 
defend, or speak words inducing others to do the Bkofor 
who , 1 after victory, shall, instead of pursuing the enemy, 
quit his Commanding Officer or post to plunder and ftfflsgo f 
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every such t offerfder, Ueing duly convicted thereof, shall be ^HAP. II. 
reputed a disobey eiVff military o^iefS, an% siiall\uffbr death, 
or such Ofcfyer pttnis&men^ By *i General Coftjrt-martiiEd 
shjJl be inflicte& # on bfn # 

[Articles from to'Wtli net gweti .] 

Article 1 £th 

If anjrpffieet* think himself wrongefa by his Colonel or the 
Commanding* Officer of the Regimen#, •and shall, upon due 
application to him, «be •refusqcl to bo redressed, h£ is to 
complaixr to the General jor Commander-in-Chi^f of . . 
in order to havg jusjicfe done lym. * • * * 

And if any inferior officer ojr soldier •shall think* feutfself* 
wronged by his Captain or Officer Commanding ^he Troop or 
Company, h & is to complain thereof ip the ’Ofliaer Command- 
mg the Regiment, who is hereby required /to see justice 
done to tl\g complainant at a Regimental Court-martial, 
from which, if either patty think lnmselt nefc fully righted, 
he may appeal to a General Court-matfial , where, if upon st* 
second hearing, the appeal shall prove groundless or ves^t* # 

tious, the appOalant shall be pumshed accordingly 

• • • 

Article 19th # 

No officer or soldie/ sh^ll use any reproachful speeches^ or * 
jgestures tp %^pther upon pam of imprisonment, and asking 
pardon of the party ojcen&ed ^presents of lus Cgmmandmg ' 

Officer. * * 


In May 1747. Gov^rnm^nt made the following report Clive 

|&e43oa**t of Directors regarding the transfer of Clive 

Oiyil Service to th# Army # 

*- * 

v^lfobert dive, Writer in onr service, 'being of a 

- J£^ ^»itio^, and braving apted-as a volunteer in our 1 

we.bavfe granted trim an Enaign’a oedunis- , 
tksame.’* - t<l 
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* * * f 1 

CHAP. if. In Januftry 1748 Government iS&ued* a Tgamfnt, 1 or 
Major ^ comm^sion, to* R^ajoif .Lawrence ^{SDinting himPreBi- 
pM^eat^l’r ^ ont Courfe-martiaf, they the Same time 
mSmitS**" no ^ n * na ^ e( ? Ifieuteoa^ Jaine^ Gop^fco be Judge- Advo- 

? e ^th a ^° na Une ^ ^ our ^ ®k’ e ^ 0I 1? 0r< Jefed (hat their 

formation c Infantry on the poast Cfletfmandel should be formed 
tf*»**» * nto seven oompanioi, and they sent out* the blowing 
Infantry. regulations which « v V* ere published at Fort St. David in 
December : — 

4 

t t P 

<f < 1 , 

*’ Regulations for Faming , Disciplining and Governing the 
1 v ~ Military at lgort St Duvid, * 


“ l. That the Qovernour m^ke his constant residence at the 

i • > t e 

Fort, that h^ may^have the military more immediately under 
his eye, and, that he may be the better ,able to judge jof the 
conduct and capacity of the officers and soldiers.* It i fl-not. by 1 
this intended to restrain him from being absent on the 
customary visits or 'tours in the country for health or 
1 diversion. 

< 

“ 2* That upon receipt of this, the companys now at your 
place be formed into seven companies, intended to consist of 
c one Captain, one Lieutenant, 1 "one Ensign, four Seijeants, four 
Ccfrporals, three Drummers, and severity private^men each, 
and that in case there be any /surphn men, they be equally 
divided ambng the company!/ lir til the designed establishment 
of a Company of Artillery can take place, when a numbe^ T pf 

t> 

( C 

1 In October 1753 Major Lawrence was empowered to assemble and 
appoint Courts- martial when iiv he 1 flelc( v Doubts were afterwards 
entertained a§f to the legality of this proceeding, and the Governor, hi 
September 1754, proposed to annul the edmmission, but he was over* 
Vuled by a majority of the Council Shortly afterwards an Act for 
punishing mutiny and des&tion in the East Indies, by which the 
Commander-in-chief of H.M. Forces for the time being was vested 
with the power of appointing Courts-martial, was reed re?' I^Madras, 
and as Colonel Adleroron arrived about the same time j m loiter . v 
was settled. * 
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the properes^men^for ffee fcervicf of the Artillery are^to be 
draughted fro id th£ t companies* Ik ©rdef 4 to cSmpleat the 
Company of Araillery, the LietAenantJof the^Major’s^company 
is to he Oaptain€jientepant^ # an(f to rank as Qtpt&in, and if 
there be, en receipt oFthjs, ^ gr^teV®n5mbei^ of 'Sexjeantfc, 
Corporals^ Drjmmers, ajid # Musick*lhan are^necessary^they 
shall be reduced to ^rm the jew establishment; but for their 
encouragement, # they shall be* provided for in their former 
ranks, if qualified for them, as vacancys happen*.* 

“ 3. That all vacancys of conjpametS ftnit shalLhappgn, be 
named, appointed, and commis&onod by the Governour and. 
Council, but that §ubalte£n Officers under the degree # of 
Captain be naifled, v appointed; and commissioned 'by the 
Governour only. * t 

• “ 4 That all officers be promoted by seniority, unless * ery 
good reasons to the contrary be given to the J&/3vernour in 
writing. The Majoa or Officer Commanding the five {sic) 

* co*pt*£A,s t<T*ecomraend (l to vacancys, when they happen, to 

be approved or not by the ,Governour, but every Captain to^ 
recommend to all vacancys of Serjeants^ Corporals, and 
Drummers, thq-t may happen m their respective company!, 
which are to be approved of or not by the Major or Mrhtary 
Commanding Officer of the five Companies r 

“ 5. ThqA all commissions given by the Court of Directors 
continue in \^rce without any fresh commissions icrbS issued 
by the Governour or*C o^ncii, who arQ only to grant their 
Commissions as above, m case* ot vacancys happening in the 
ctfUfttry by deceaso, dismissiom resignation or otherwise 
u That the entire discipline of^the fwe companies be under 

the Direction, CpmmaiJft,* a$id Inspection of the Major or 
Oommiti&ding Military Officer; i&bordieate nevertheless to 
the Governour, or next lb Council in the Governour’s absence, 
and all orders to the military shall be conveyed through the? 
Major or Adjutant, unless in cases ol urgent necessity. 

u That for encouragement to the Adjutant in the punptuai 

e timifaledt hie office (hfe) hate the rank aad pay of Lieuie- 
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nant, t and he promoted according* t<f*his tfenicqjity, as above 
mentioned, 4)ut tvbfcn jA’onJoted to tljevqflk of Captain to quit 
yie office* of Adjutant. t • • * • 

“8. Th£ Major, Commapcling # O^ictor, dt Adjutant, shall 
cwery morning, at an Mur, ap Rojnipd, * wait # upon the Qovey- 
noui^pr next inj Council 'In his |bsgnce^to regeivq the word 
and daily ordfcrs, Und shall at the safne time make a report 
in writing to the Governour, or next ill Council in his # absence, 
of all irreguluritys and accidents that have happened among 
the military, whether kt the r barrapks or other quarters, or 
Jm or about the town or .other places, as also of the nameB 

* ai^i s*atc* of the sick in the hospital qr qlsewhere, and of any 

{ abuses* relative to ^them, anti the M*(j or Commanding 

Officer ^shqll take caie for *his better information in this 
respect, to appoint proper officers to visit them once or twice * 

t £ • * 

daily. He c ig, likewise* tp make report in the same manner 
of all detacjinffints sent abroadcor returned, signifying the 
names of thdqfficers and soldiers belonging t<f suoh»detotyh- 1 
ments * and shall also report all jiftt complaints the officers 
and soldiers may^ havt to make against one another. 

4 “ 9. That after the Governour, or next in^Council in his 
absence, jmfh delivered tlje public daily orders for the 
gajrison, the Major, or Officer Commanding the Companys, 
shall give such orders as Ife shall find ^ necessary for their 
discipline* and good government, whidh are to obeyed by 
all officers and soldiers, and allprds s* ~aed b^ the* Governour 
or next m Council iu his ab*sbnfe, and1>y the Major w Officer 
Commanding the Companys, are to be entered fair in a bank 
to be kept for that purpose by the Adjutant. 

“ ll). Thsft the Governour, at rehe fing the ( 
a report made to Kip imntAUately in writing ] 
of the guarfi relieved, of all bccurrccqes that 
•the time he was upon guard, to which*sliall be I 
orders relating to the tfoops, which shall Ihkf^ 

* by the Major or Commanding Officer duri%*i 

* * That all outposts* or actions pf tl&J 


, shall have 

BBS& 




0 


wards* or ths*M4dS1s ,bmy. ,j 55 

9 V 

etantly relieved ai J stated tim^ that ^very . ^mm&sion, CHAJP. II. 
non-compissiot} Offidfer and %oldier#may have their * turns ^ 
upon dJ dutys and^ervices, %i(fthat i!one m Sy gro^rjegligent 
or forgetful of their by tpo Tongi^bs^nce ftfom*the main 
body. # 

11 12. Nb officer o%sol8ief shall be excused f^om doing 4ns 
duty, but in case of sickness Spinal* lity, of^with leave of the 
Atajor ot* Qffi<^r*Commanding the Coiflpanys, and the appro- 
bation of the dfoverneur, nor shall any e c£ift hire another to do 
his duty for him 1 withoftt sue# leave and approbatiSn, on 
pain of betnfj punished as tfre next Court-martial s^all ft think* 
proper, and every ncgi-tommissjon officii* conniving |it si^ch 
excusing V hiring of duty shall be redue'ed for it, an^veiy 
commission officer knowing ard allowing such practices in 
the Company’^ service, shall be punished according to the 

judgment of a Court-martial *• # ./ * ' 

% • % 

*‘13. Thatyio man among the military be allowed to kdep a 

putlfic house for the retailing of strong liquofs, or to' retail 

them, or be concerned in the retailing * hem ir? any manner* 

whatsoever,® but if the Governour and Council think fit ts> 

permit any military man, on his request, to keep a public 

house, or to get his living by his tiade or profession, they 

shall discharge such person from, the military, on ‘condition 

that he retain at thb settlement till his time be expired, and 

that he be rc&'lg to takg ug arms and assist in common with 

the military in the defence of t the place, or to go on any 

expedition, during which time of service he shall bb allowed 

pay, and not otherwise, but tEis shall not extend to prevent 

any due's re-entring* in j^o. thb c£mpgny he was* discharged 

from, op hi, giving np *Jio ffe tailing or being concernec^in 

the retailing of strong liquors, or the carrying Ch his trade 

or profession. % * , 

“ 14 9?hat no commission officer shall be broke or 'degraded, 

unlescfby Otdfr Of the Court of Directors, without a fair, full, 4 

---■t r'-'r r— r-, tt — jr -■ - x - t r , t.-.,-- * , — 1 — y 

* notice was not extinct in the Bntish service even ?o 
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ftnd impartial hea^mg befoy§ the Governour and Council, and 
wher^s the offence ia of a military natflre" the ^fejor or Officer 
Commanding the Company^,® yith four (^aptairta, shall be 
Members of ‘Count^il <ju c^ich trya^ b a n<i C shall judge and 
determine in f comnJoitf wjtii the *Governour f in CouAcil, in all 
miliifery offences according to the rules ^articles and customs 
of war* in His Majesty’s ^ervipeij conforming in this respect 
to the powers granted to the Company by their Chapter ; and 
for the bettef maintaining r of discipline and ^>od order, all 
offences of a military nature committed by the non-commis* 
r sion officers or soldiers sfnall tryed by a Go^rt-martial 
c^h sis ting of a Captain and four 8 Saltern Officers, to be 
fc^pQinted by the Major or Officer Commanding the five 
companies/ after the nature of a Regimental Court-martial, 
ybS shall try and examine in a fair and ‘impartial manner all* 
military , crimes, .such t af disobedience o£ orders, neglect of 
duty, disturbance in barracks *br quarters, or upon guard or 
party or elsewhere, and shall give* their opinion, accoftung 
„ to the rules, articles and customuof yar in the manner above 
mentioned, which opinion is to be confirmed by the Governour, 
or next of Council in his absence, before 4 (being) put in 
execution*, and upon inflicting punishment upon European 
soldiers, \t shall be done by Europeans only. But no part of 
this clause, or any other in these % regulations, sj^all be con- 
strued to deprive the Governour and Counc}1 # :>f the power - 
to suspend any military^ personFof^Vnat rank soever for 
any^offeijce, whether of a civfi or military nature.* In cases 
where they are in doubt as tg the nature or degree o^the 
offenge, or of the proper punishment f«r it%uch suspension 
shall remain, if they think fit,«ti 11 they h%ve the determina- 
tion of the # Court o£ Directors upon 'the bfTence, of which they 
are hereby ordered to send home a full and just account, with . 
their or *the Court-martial's opinion upon it bjr the first 
returning ships. 

*18, That no Oaptain or other Officer stall, on pain of being 
dismissed the service, demand or receive, dirfcotly of 
ihdi«N>t}y, any present, fee, or reward, for tie ad&isjrina „ or 
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promotion orrecomnreif&ation of* §ny person to promoted 

in the Mffitar jyfeervia^ .• . # 1 , # * * ‘ # 

“ 16, That nb igan shall Ije discharged from the* Military 
Company s before hA ftimc is *>ut^ but by order of the 
GovernouP in Council, but«th$sa who bav<j served their *fuH 
time shall be discharged, tinkss they engage fcA* a furthe^me. 

' “17. That the Govertour skgjll apgoint or& of tde Copapanys 
Covenanted Servants to* be Military Pa^ Master, who shall at 
the beginning «f each month, aftbr tho^jlose of the general 
muster, pay to each Captaiji or Officer Commanding the«Com- 
pany (unl^pathe Governour fnd *Cohneil have good reasons to* 
the contrary) the paji of theVompany, yhich is to fie issued 
weekly to*the non-commission officers and, private mefi r orjm 


such payments as may be most "proper for the service, and 
. most advantageous Ub the men tfi whom the pay is due, •Tlje 
Major or Officer Cogamau ding the Co#nJ)anys # is teebjige tlfem 
to regularity in their <dret, by'messing, or such* other methods 
‘ as^ie natur?bf the country and service will admit of. 

“18. The Governour ^ or JSecond in ^Council ^hall make a,, 
general reyew or muster of the military and see them 
exercise, once # towards tho latter end of each month, or 
oftner when the season will pernwt it. • • 

“ 19. That the muster rolls of each company shalj be sigiked 
by the Caplin and Subalterns, ancl certifyed by the Governour 
or Second, ^nchsoever shall have made the review, ks alSo 
by the Major Commanding ^he Companys, and 

then they* shall be laid before 4h& Council in time for appro- 
bation before the noxt payment. 

“ 20. That asc^ar^te list bq, ma^e up to the 1st of January, 
and sent home yearly i^JtV Company’s packets, of each 
Military Oompany, «n which shall be inerted the name«of 
each person received from England or any of the Company’s 
Settlements abroad, as also of such as may\>e enlistpd, setting v 
forth what nation they are of, and specifying the times of 
their arrival or enlisting as also the times of every man ’a , 
discharge^ death, or desertion. 

w 21. Jfo commission or non-commission officer or soldier 

VO h. Ik • * 8 
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CHAP. IL put upder an arresj, or confned and^iontfeiuec^ so above Six 
hours, shal/ be discharged or cleared bufthy thf Governour or 
% §ouncil. v &nd any. Office^, detaining a person under arrest or 
confinement jnore than six,, fiour^, without 'making a report 
in writing to vhe Gov^rnoijr, or in his r absence to the next in 

e f- * « 

Cou^gjl, shall to broke, < unless ^sufh jjgrson.be Jaken into 
arrbst in thcT night time, in wjiich case report thereof shall 
be made to the Goverpour or Aext in "Council in his, absence, 
early in the morning * C c r 

“ 2!$. That each Captain hqye the cloathing of his own com- 
pany, and that for regularity, +he Major or Qfficer Com* 
mending *vhe Compands, shall appoint r ajoattern ooatand hat 
o^'capi suitable to the climdte to b$ 1 approved of by the 
Govern6ur, rf and to which eveby Captain shall conform at the 
first making nevj cloaths, an?i that the Major shall appoint 
tAe« uniforms „ for the 0619 mission officers, to be approved of 

♦* r , r 

by the GoycrilOur, but great can3 is to fee had by the Gover- 
nour and Majors that the cloathing be not fbu expemti/e 
either to the Officers or private men, and tly*t the stoppages 
from the non- commission officers and private menbe no more 
tfnan is reasonable, and that it be made gradually, and in such 
equal part? as to reimburse tho Captains from new cloathing to 
ney cloathing for his first cost and a moderate profit thereon, 
making an equitable allowance for the losses he may sustain by 
de^ertei s parrying away their cloathing, <or from other accidents. 

“ 23 . That the Governour and M^y)^v rk '!l^gfC6mmanding 
tho (^ompanys, shall take ca'rt that the* Captains do justice to . 
their non-commissioned officers and soldiers in their cloathing 
and pay, that they bo new eloathed once in two years e with 
English cloth out of tho Company^ warehouses, and that 
thgy nor tho Subaltern Oflfctrs do not oppress them, and that 
the soldiers' be kept to a strict discipline and subordination. 

1 “ 24. That" a sufficient quantity of ammunition shall be 
delivered for disciplining the Companys, for which the 
Adjutant shall give receipts, and deliver tfn accounts of the 
consumption thereof to the person who hath charge of the 
ammunition to be so delivered. 
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u 25. ThattupOif the^teaih ofat^v comm^gion officer, unless OHAJP. II. 
the deceased 1h$h aijtoin at age ofi $fe spot* or natft Ijy will ““ 
appointed an exqputor at ^a8d # io •dischafge the Vast, th$ 

Major or Officer^CJomfnf nding the Companys shall ^authorize 
and appoint thre$ commisrfojn officers, *oije of f^hom to be *a 
Captain, t$ take a t^ie a*d^xact inventory </f the effitets of 
the deceased, and to Sell the $ame^at public outcry, jat such 
tithe as .the Msg or or ‘Officer Comma ndin*g the Company s 
shall appoint, «tnd on giving th6 custojnary hbtice thereof. 

The three Officers ordered fort this service are* out of the 
produce o| the effects of thef deceased, to pay forthwith the* 
funeral charges, and qjl jufrt debts dup fro in the # deceas6d, 
and to mjke np and sign an account of the same, in* wlr«h 1 
no commission is to be charged. The Major or Officer Com- 
. manding the .Comptinys is to dxamine these accounts, 
finding them just, is io certify themtaccordpigl^ find deposit 
them for the use of ^he hoiPs in the Secretary's Office, .and 
% th^*ballanc^Hue to them is to be immediatol^ypaid for their 
benefit into the Compands cfish, and if the Offices ordered as * 
above for tl^is service refuse, neglect or delay^ to perform it 
in a just and fjrir manner, the Major or Officer Commanding 
the Companys, shall forthwith make complaint against ‘such 
Officer or Officers so refusing, neglecting, or delaying, to the 
Governonr f and Goupcil, and bring him or them to a Court- 
martial, to ^ punished according to the nature and* degree 
of *he offence, t*? the Officers sg complained against 

•appear gifilty of any fraudulent ‘practices, or of haying •em- 
bezzled or misapplied any pgrt of the deceased effects or 
estate, they shall be gbliged £prtfywith ^bo make restitution, 
and shall be rendered if^4j?gble of serving the Company in 
any station whatsoever, 'rfnd in cifse of the decease of ally 
non-commission officer or soldier, the Captain of the Com- 
pany to which the deceased did belong, shall perform this f 
service in the above manner, making report thereof to the 
Major or Officer Cofnmanding the Companys. • " < 

u 96. In case of the death or desertion of any non-commis- 
sion bfficer or soldier, the Captain of the Company to ^|hich 
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• such officer 5^r soldi , t did belong, is forthwith see that the 
arms, accoiftrertfenrs ahd r^mmunitipne (Jfelivei^ to such non- 
gommis^fon officer or aol&ie/*, be returned to tthe proper 
officer, or'that they be immediately pjiA for preferably to all 
other debts oit of tSie'etfe^ts, i£ any can be found belonging to 
the person deceased or -deserted. r ( r # e 

27. The abovc e Regulations^aj:e to be strictly complyed with 
in every article, and npide public in stich manner that no one 
may be ignorant of # their contents so far as be is^concerned 
therein, and as it mnv bo proper to make further Regulations 
«£or the Military at Fort St. Davjd, than can present be 
r fofiesebn *co be necessary, mom* espcgi^lly with relation to 
t ckfachftients sent as garrison^ to the spHbrdfiiate settlements, 
or to escort the Company’s effects. It is hereby left to the 
prudence and discretion of the Governoar and t Council, with , 
theradvicp ol the Major Qr Officer Commanding the Companys, 
to make surh ‘further Regulation s, which they may from time 
to time amend or alter for the good of the service, provikd " 
f such further Regulations be not contrary tp, or inconsistent 
with the above. 

“ It is ordered that the garrison for the settlement at Fort 
St. David* be formed into seven regular companys, under the 
command of a Major, after the following manner, viz. : — 


“ To be paid at eight shillings a pagoda / 

“ Major, Captain and Commander, annum. 


V 



V 1 Captain-Lieutenant at 

1 Ensign ' 

l Adjutant b. - ... ' 

4 Serjeants .. . « 

4 Corporals 

1 Drum-Majcr 

2 Drummers 

70 Private Centinels ... 



5 0 per diem. ‘ 

4 0 do. 

5 0 do. ‘ 

1 8 each. 

‘1 2 do. 

1 8 

1 2 do. 

0 10 do. 
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1 Captain ... ^ . 

# * ...• 10^0 •, 

1 Lieutenant# * 1 •... 

§ • • 

* 5 0 * (fo. 

? * * - > » 

1 Ensign • • llt # 

.... “ 0 * do. * » 

4 Setjeaats ^... • 

*.. 18 each. 

4 Corporals .a. 

^ 1. 2 do. , 

3 Drummers 

^ § 

... . 1 ’ 2 do. 

70 Private Centinels 

. e 0 10 do. 


84 . • , ' . 

420 (Five Companys more), ^ 

589 • 1 * 

“ The whole tp consist of Europeans, as soon as they c^n 
be compleated. » 

^ ' (Signed) RIOHD CHAUNCY, 

London, and uxteen others.” 

The 1 7th June 1/48 M 

* » 

) 

During 1749 the number of companies was increased 
to eleven vx consequence of the enlistment of 500 Volun- 
teers fr^fii the independent companies then about? to 
return fo f jFSngland, but f his measure was not approved of 
by the Goar4^JEhc^ during 1750 sent out orders that 
th^ additional companies snould be broken up, and the 
Aaen incorporated with the seven which composed the 
sanctioned establishment. 

On the 1st December 749 Clivo resigned *his commis- 
sion, re-entered the Civil Service, and was appointed* to 
take charge of the Garrison stores in Fort St. David. 

Considerable difficulty having been experienced about 
this time in procuring recruits, the Court of Directors 
took the following steps to supply the deficiency. Early 
in 1750 they authorised the payment of £10 to every 
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soldiV who^woulcfre-enlijt for fclie^eriocl 1 of five years, 
and in 1*76! i]\&y sandtyoited Jhe pnitjliase o # fi^00 slaves in 
ty[adagi*&$r. f*i J uly «f tie tajpe year thtfj made arrange- 
ments for* raising tjvo ympaniefrof Iwisssin the Protestant 
Cantons, and* ^ntofcefi inti) ai! agreement for that purpose 
wither Luke Schaub and Mr. #as^>er Mellon) of tvhich the^ 
following is an abstract^ viz.*;— # 

1. Two companies <fb be raised in the Prtftesfcani Cantons, 
the men to be fromt$) # to 25 years of age. 

2. Each Company to consist of — • • 


* # 1 paptain. ( 1 Drum-Mafjtfr. 

2 Lieutenants* # J * })rujnmers. 

J Ensign. • # I Fife. m 

6 Serjeants. ^ « 120 Private Centincls. 

t 6 Corporals. t • • 

3* The «e5^gemcnt tcf last for seven years from the date 
of landing * , ^ 

4 The pay to be as follows, viz 
«. r # * . d - 

Captain ... 10 0 % day. 

* Lieutenant* 5 # 0 do. 

Knsigp c . ... 40 do. 

r Serjeant ... ... ... 1 8 do. 

Drum- Major ... * # 1 8 /o. 

• Co^pcyal # ...* 1 2 /do. 

Drummer and Fj for .. t «r . 7 ^— " “7^ 2 do. 

private ## ..r ..." 0 10 db. 

5. The Captains to namo aqd appoint their Subalterns, 
who were afterwards be jproyiotcd according to seniority, 
unless for gdbd reason to the contife*^. 

The Captains to f be paXf£7 levy *m<niey for every man, 
and to proviSe beds for the passage oat of that sum. 

• 7 . Passage to be* paid by the East India Company, and an 

allowance of £30 granted to each Commissioned Officer for 
extra3. # 


Captain 

Lieutenant* 

Knsigp 

r Serjeant 
Drum- Major 
• Cofpqt’al 

Drummer and Fjfer 
Private 


1 Five years was then.tho general term of service. 
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8. Arms and ammunition to t^furnish^d. by Company. 

9. A deduction of§tW<* pen$e pur t 8iem to bo made from 

the pay of* each ^nan on atjpfSin? o# clothltfg, the ‘/rivilege 
of which was to %% alfofred 4oth& Captains. • # # 

During November and B3cemlber^76l|^eight Officers, 
and two* hufidrecfc jjncl tkirt^one Non-C^mmi^iSned 
Officers and men enibarkecfr foraMadr£g in conformity 
with the ioregrffng agreement. # * # 

A few of the men were from Hano^Gr and 4dsace, but 
the great majority • befogged ty) Zurich, Geneva, and 
Basle. # # s 

The oncers were*— « 

Captain John Chabbert. I • 

• Lieutenant Gborge Frederick Gaupp.l I # . 

Do. * Rudolph Wagner- [ . j ?• 

Ensign John (Sonrad Boidiggcr. 

Captain John Henny Sehanb. 

Lieutenant Frederick* Gurtler." % 

Qo. John Francis Dc Deck. 

Ensign ^ohn Lewis Provost. 

During the ensuing three Jcars, further detachments 
of Swiss, amounting in the aggregate to 279 men, were 
sent out t<$ Madras,* bjit Bone were enlisted after tjre eijd 
■ of 1754. . V 

m* % m 

It is mot certain &t wha^ particular time Clive ^re- 
enteijpd the army. Orme^ mentions him, and other 
offices, as having # endeavojuro<J to yally the European 
Battalion in the action *^*fore Volkondah in June 1751, 
and describes him as & Lieutenaiit, but it seen^ probable 
. from the following ordef of Government^that he was then 
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1 This officer becamg a Captain in the Madras European Battalion, 
and commanded the Madras troops at Plassey. 

* a Gurtler rose to be Captain in the European Battalion, and 
De Beck to be Lieutenant-Colonel. 
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merely actjjtsf? in.ljiie capa^ty of a voknieer.'and did not 
leave the Civil Service uhtil (July*:— $ \ 

ff ij t • 

“ Extrctot from Government' Consult qiicns, 'Fort St, David, 

c 'tint wirim.* * 

“Hi; Robert ‘ Clive, who fas lately bgan vqry serviceable 
in conducting several parties^ to camp, offering now to go 
without any consideration of pay, prdvided we will give him 
a Brevet to efititle him to the rank of a Captain. !As he was 
an officer a*c the siege of Pondicherry, and almost the whole 
( time of the war, and distinguished himself on mai^y occasions, 
it^is conceived that, his offer piay be pf some service, and 
Pierefoi-e now ordered that a brevet be Araifn oat, and given 
to him.” i 

( la June 1752. the Captains of the ff Swis§ Companies, 
claimed <t£ij p^ivile^s enumerated in the following: 
translation : — r 


<• *. u Translate from the French. 

“ The several corps of Swiss troops serving in Europe under 
the French, Spaniards, Sardinians, and Dutch, Ifave always 
been .allowed particular privileges, which they^have possessed 
1 tirpe immemorial. 

r 

“ These privileges are, vit. : — ^ 

Ui 1. Tahold within themselves Councils of W^r, which are 
independent in thejr determination t *** GoVer||prs of 
warlike places, Generals of 1 Armies, add other superiors, and, 
of their own authority to pronounce sentence of life^arad 
death r on the criminals brought before them, and cause^suoh 
sentences to be execute. 1 ; which^sjpninals, whatever may be 
tfe nature of their pime, iuglvt toht, apd always are, deli- 
vered up to the Swiss corps, who haye a right to require and 
* claim thejn from any other tribunal, the Counoil of War 
composed of the Swiss Officers having the sole right to judge 
of tte nature of the crime committed by ahy of their soldiers* 
il 2, To use their own discretion, and inflict their own parti* 
cular punishments, at the will and pleasure of the Commander 
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of the Corps* who, if ite iincls U^e case l> f , lm^Jrtanoe and CHAP. II. 

deserving deaph* calf%& Council of| \Y&r, cornposea of all the ~™ 
Officers of the Co*|ps, which Johncil m obligeffto be £6verne£ 
in their judgemli|t tfylthei Milifcir^ Law of the Sovereign 
whom ^e troops ^erve. 

<( 8. Tha Swiss, whether service they foay be, Jwe a 
Certain fixt uniform, different Jr om^the national troops, and 
also a particular planner of beating th& drnffi, excepting that 
they beat the general, and for battle, in J;he sanTe manner as 
the national troops with v;hom tiiey servo. * • 

f< Besidge»they are allowed the pfivilege of exemption from* 
the duties laid by tli* Sovereign on certain commodities, sifth 
as wine, provision, and that even in preference* to fh^ 
natives, who are obliged to pay the duties to thein Sovereign, 

• whilst the Swiss, # thV stranger?, are exempted from it. f jjri 
all the different Courts of Europe iiiej are so ^ti^ible that 
every nation has its jfctrticulaf genius, and so fully convinced 
Iff bhe necessity of disciplining and managing e*ich according 
to their respective ways # of .dunking, tjxat the foreign regi- , 
ments, such # as Germans, or others, are suffered to enjoy some 
prerogatives peculiar to thomselves as well in France, as in 
Piedmont, and elsewhere ; for oxample, the Commander tff one 
of these corps has m himself the power to pardon or cause 
sentenceofideathto.be executed on a criminal, without being 
obliged to g*ve any reasons for so doing to the Governour*of 
the City. He omy ?&*ve of thf Govewour to put his corps 
under arms when sentence is tft be executed ” # * 

Government having refused to allow any distinction Government 
between the English and,Sfviss*troojfs pending reference grant them, 
to the, Court of Birecj^rs/^lhe* jSwiss Captains made the 

followifct& protest : — # * 

• • 

" Translated from the 'French. 

u We, the underwritten Swiss Captains in the service of the Protest of the 
Honorable East India Company, do* declare unto all whoha it ^ ap " 
may concern, that having required of Governour Saunders * 
von* i, 9 
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and Major ^inneef , our su^fcriors'in *tnis garrison of Madras, 
the privileges Vhich r ouf nation ©exjpjrs in all the Courts 
jpvhere *hey furniffii troops, r fa^ from havingtfhe said privileges 
granted ills (as was v^rbaJy promis'd u$ t>y the Directors 
who treated* in England foif tb<fi raising our company s), 
we <ha r ve on thd contrar/ been express^- ordered &) conform 
ourselves to" the English rite^ r custohas, and institutions, ih 
relation to the fdrm apd functions of Ihe Council of War, and 
also with respect to prosecutions for crimes, a*id tfie corporal 
punishments to be inflicted thejsoldiero of our oompanys, ' 
f who may become liable to punishment ; in consequepge whel^of, 
ctfUsiderftig the direqt breach of our privileges in this respect 
jnade ‘by our said superiors, we, Captain Chal?bert and 
Captain Sqhaub, have protested, and do solemnly protest, in 
jircftence of the, Honorablc^ouncil assembled, against the« 
violence us as aforesaid, declaring that it is in obedience 
to the expres& ‘ commands of ouf superiors, and without con- 
senting to derogate from any of pur rights and privileges, 
that we submit ourselves to functions whereby they are 
immediately attackeS, and we do desire that t^ese presents 
may he entered in the registers of the Honorable East India 
Company, requesting the Honorable Countil to grant us an 
authentick copy of the said entry in due form. Done at Fort 
St. George the 27 th June 1V52. ^ , 

* ' (Signed) JOHN CHA^ERT. 

- ( , , ' ) S^STl SCIIAUB.” 

>. f n 

About this time Major Lawrence .returned from England, 
and by his advice the undermentioned privileges claimed 
by the Swiss Captains were graced 1 to them, viz. : — 

w n ' ) r « t L 

* “Privileges claimed by the Sivtis Captains* 

tl To chastise and inflict front their own private author- . 
°ity whatc corporal punishment each Captain shall judge 


1 On the 24th January 1753 the Court of Directors ordered that the 
Swiss should be tried by their own officers, and according to their owA 
martial law. 
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necessary, as ^pell in regard to tVe soldie s.as Serjeants CEtAP. II. 

and Corporals pf his cgiftpany ;^bo k^ep # them lV/rison'as long 
as he will withoufcbeing obligee! to explain ifis reasoh^for it 
to any one ; observing* §tly that if it g* jprpposed* to Vhip any 
criminals before •the parade # Jssefnblod, I the, Captain shaH 
make his import of 4 to Mite superior under whoso ortfem he 
finds himself, and ask on th^occajion tb% consent such 
superior. # f . • 4 

“ 2nd.— Thai? each Captain be ahthoriss<J (in consequence of 
his commission) to establish that discipline which he«shall 
judge agrpaable to the gooS of the service, and even to f 
practice the little gufl* t. ; Uos, in^egard to his Subaltern Officers, 1 
which am necessary foi* those who nbglect. their duty f which* 
punctilios are generally arrests for what time the Chief of 
•the Corps think^ proper; without being called to gr?ep, 
reason for it to any one ; that if the* gase be of adch weiy it 
as to merit^prison, affer havirfg sent the delinquent there* the 
*<^lptain will make a report of it to the Major *or any other 
Commanding Officer in lys absence.” 

In January 1752 the Court of Directors sent out tho Instructions 
following instfruptions with respect to the treatment of caro 0 f s i C k 
the Sick in Hospital # and^wounded, 


il 56. CoifiplaWs hauyig been made to us that the Surgeons 
of our Hospital do no^give due attendance on our sick ^d 
wounded Military, and that it is the custom for the burgeons 
to take their pay during the time they are in the hospital. 

u 57« We direct thai for the future the Surgeons give a due 
and regular atcekdan?^ orrth#* pick in the hospital, and 
not take the management thereof monthly as litSs been the 
practice. • • , 

“ 58. That nothing be stopt from* the sick or wounded 
Military in the hospitals, ^but the charge for their provisions, 
that is to say, so much only as they usually give for fheir 
diet when in health. 



68 


\ 

CHAP. II. 


r 


Regarding 
the Pay of * 
Colonel • 
AdleAron 1 
and the Royal 
Troops, 1754. 


niSTORY OP THE MADRAS ARMY. 


c i ( ( 

** Sfb W^lso direct tha^fone of the . Counci^ by turns, do 
visit the hos^ifal at fe/isf onpe in a Hv^ek or pftener if yon 
§hall fflrihk it necessary ,*and rSjjorfc to the pbard Whether the 
Surgeons 4 are regular ja\ their atfceiiclanco °and give all the 
relief in thei£ pow$r<£o the £ick j that they are kept clean 
and«ba,ye the proper provisions. <t n / . c 

“ 60. That the Major do al^o* inspect the hospital in like 
manner and maKe li*c3 report to the Gov^rnour ; and that 
you annually send ^us an account of the Military who have 
been sent fnto tho hospital* inserting the disorder of each 
r man, when he was received, and \vhen discharged, r 

ifl 61. And wo further direct /hat interne our Surgeons are 
^efnissln their duty, or unequal to their employment? you are, 
without regard, to dismiss any such person our service. 
t c ^ (Signed) R. DRAKE, 

• r o an$ twenty others.” 


The following orders regarding £lie pay,/'* Colossi v 
Adlereron and the Detachment' of Royal troops were 
despatched from England early m March 1754 : — 


* 




# 


r 


p 

* 


“ 13 Y6u are to carry it ^with great respect to Colonel 
Adlereron who is appointed by His Majesty Commander-in- 
Chief, and you are to treat all th* offiebrs of Hte Majesty’s 
forces in U gentleman-like and friendlv manner, 'and take the 
utmost care to promote and cultivate a good understanding 
and harmony between the King’s and our own troops, as* the 
general good of the service depends so greatly thereupon! 

“ 14. You are to nmke an allowance to Colonel Adlereron of 
five pagodas or forty shilljngsr^ dary, which we desire his 
acceptance ,-of, to defray the expence of house-rent and for 
keeping a table for, himself, the Lieutenant-Colonel, Major and 
such other officers as he shall think proper, which allowance 
is to commence on his arrival upon the t Coromandel Coast 
and* continued during his stay in India, and is to bain full 
consideration of all expences whatsoever. 
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“ 1&, As would .be* a discouragement jo Majesty’s CHAP. II. 
forces to serv§ with fgss pay %in <yu;&wn, w&have agreed, at 
our own expencej^o make ggofi. to them the^cliffereti^e ; yop 
are therefore to plgoutjtf oar cask, oi|tlie Company^ account, 
to the officers aijd soldiers of the regiment^ itnder Colbnel 
Adlercroncftc^ the |>llo\ein£ rates/viz. : — # „ «« 

To the Captain of each Cfcjapanj two shillings q^day. 


Do.. 

V 

Lieutenant 

do. 

cfne shilling. 

Do. 

Enfiign 

do. # 

on© ^hilling. 

Do. 

Serjeants 0 

•do. • 

two pence each. " 

Do. • 

Corporals 

do. 

two pence eajh. 

Do. 

DrummJIfs* 

• 

dov> 

two pence each. 

D0l» 

Private mefi 

do , 

two pence each. 


and to the Adjutant to the Regiment one shilling'a day. 

V * t 9 

“ 16. You ire likewise to pay, on the Company’s accourfe, 

the undermentioned additional allowances to % the officers. 

* 9 • 

jjj|de ts, an4» .gunners of the detachment from the Royal liegi* 
nient of Artillery, viz. •* 

* r * • • 

To one 1st Lieutenant one shilling per diem. 

To one 2nd do. one shilling do.* 

To three Ijiev tenant Fireworkers eight pence pach.o 
Gentlemen cadets and gunners two pence each, ,, 

9 

“ 17, You are to, observe whkt we said before, that the ' 
beforementii ued allowances are only to put His * Majesty^ 
forces, withrespecc to # pL/, upon the sarpe footing with our - 
own, and •you are further to observe that no advanced pay is 
to beoftllowed to any other persons than as before directed. 

“ P3. "Sou must take care itiat ihe said forces are pioperly 
accommodated with barracks or places to live in, and in 
general that they be'treated with tumankiy and a#? much care 
. taken of them as of ouj* <5wn troops, 


(Signed) RICHD. CHAUNCY, 
and nineteen others/* 
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OrP the ^th ♦ March o# the same* year pie Court of 
Directors ad^sed the Government djfcthe appointment to 
their service of Alexander jfenon, Esquirt*, a Lieutenant- 
Colonel %*n ^he Eoxa# 1 A*my. v lie conditions of this 
transfer were ejmifar\o most of the others made about this 
tiredf aild ar<* thus set forth in the fetfe/ from the* Court :-y 
“The* Right ftonoraVle Htnry F/>x, Esq., Secretary at 
War, has signified flis Majesty’s pleasure «to Alexander 
Heron, Esq., that le/lyis leave to enter into the service of the 
Company upon condition <jf fris delivering up his commission 
Vs t Lieute< ant-Colonel and resigning 1 his rank ifi the army, 
whilst tie continues in our ser<Ice, whTcti he has accordingly 
Complied with ; a triplicate cf Mr- Fox’s letter accompanys 
thi^for your information, an$f to prevent any difficultys with 
rfigard to ratik among Jlis Majesty’s and our own officers.” 

The Count, of Divectors intimated to the Madras 

• « « 

Government at this time, with reference to th* 3xpect*|&» 
arrival in In'dia of H.M. 39th Regiment, and a Detach- 
ment of Royal Artillery, that the 'King’s Officers were to 
rank before the Company’s Officers of the same degree. 
By virtua of this order a € King’s Captain of one day’s 
standing ^became senior to the oldest Captain in the 
Company’s service, an ifnwise and .invidious measure 
which was the cause of much complaint anddiscontent, 
and was not removed untjl 1788. * 

About. the end of 1754, sirffcy-eight foreigners, *of whom* 
fifty were Germans, deserted from the French to Major 
Heroics c^mp near Trichihopoly, «and were divided 
equally amongst the English* and Swiss Companies of 
Infantry. * e 

• • 

1 He entered Hie Army a$ second in Command and third in Council, 
with the rank of Major. Early in 1755 he was entrusted with the 
command of a force sent into Madura and TinJevelly. Having been 
guilty of malversation, and disobedience of orders daring the service,' 
he was tried by Court-martial and sentenced to be dismissed, bat he 
absconded to Pondicherry before the publication of the sentence. 
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It is tnen^pned in tBe HistoJ|r of the Madra| Eurepean CHAP. u. 
Regiment th?t # the # £j&mpanies of Infantry jd the Madras European 
Presidency* wer#* forn^ed i$.to # a Bhttalion during 1748% Battalion. 
No authority is given? for* tjhis* segment, ^hd Vlthough 
the Companies,* when abti^g together ix^ the field, are 
. frequently spoken %>f # as* a* Battalion, both by. Orffle^and 
by Lawrence in his Narrate, leothing has beoa found 
in the records *to show that any European Battalion of 
Infantry was regularly formed in. the Presidency of 
Madras earlier than % 75 8. • • • 
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X^NATivE'I^iA^rRY, *1746-54 • » 

• % f . * 

The fir st Native fo^t stTdiers inf he jefvice of Govern- 
ment were tfnown aj? Rjonk* Jn Vebrpary 1747 there 
wen* $bout 3‘,000 of these uku employed at Fort St. 
David, of Vkoip about 90P« were armed with muskets 

^ 41 • 15 

Being wholly undisciplined, and officered exclusively ’J)y 
natives they werc^cf little use for some time, but they 
gradhally improved, owiftg to* the. care taken in the 
•sejectioifc, of their Commandants, 1 and to febair being 
eipployed in the held wittr European, troops. Major 
TLawrence reported highly of their 1 conduct during the 
attack on Cuddalore by tj?e French Qn the night of the 
f7th Jun^*1748, and they behaved very well during the* 
defence pf •Arcot lfc 1751.. Orme # Mentions them as 
having beeh very forward in the # action near *7' olcondsd^ 
on the 29th‘ May 1752 betjveen Cliv/3 and Monsieur 
D'Auteuil. The following is an^ extract from the 
description # 

“ Soon hfter, the Sepoys, \*ho formed the'van of the English 
Column, ^appeared outmarching the Europeans at a great 
rate : 600 of them, had in the enemy’s^ervice, stormed the 

* * t * « 

1 It appears fiom the records that jvitWhe exception "of Clive, who 
b*gan his career in the Civil Serviceyand Majox rresfcon qriginally an 
Engineer,, almost every Officer wfto distinguished himself during the 
early wars m the Carnatic, had served m the Royal Army, md had 
been subsequently transferred to th| service of the East India Company, 
with His Majesty’s permjssion, and generally with a step in rank. 
Amongst these were Major-^nopal Lawrence, Brigadier.ftenerals 
(Taillaud an^Smifch, Captains ’Brown, Mackenzie, Calvert, Baillie, and 
Fletcher. The five officers last named commanded for many years the 
« battalions now repit^ented by the 2nd, 6th, • 10th, 4th, and 11th Regi- ' 
ments. Sdbh having been ihe agency employed, and the comm&n^of 
a battalion having in those times been a situation of considerable 
distinction and emolument for which Officers were specially selected, % r 
the state of efficiency to which the Native Infantry had attained at 3 
the time of the first war with Hyder in 1767, as testified to by (tenoral 
Smith and others, ia satisfactorily accounted for* ^ 
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breaches at tl|p assaulter Ardbt*, ^nd having # since* that jSime 
been employed ifi the ’Eagjish sgrvice iif severdl^ctionaVmder 
*fche command o£ Captain Clive, %nlferi*iined no smalbojinion^ 
of their own prowfc^p tfhjn supported ^y a body of Europeans. 

These men no sooner came jvitfitn eannjn Jshot 5f th*e entftnp 
than they qjin precipitately ^ attack? them without re^ar£ing 
any order. They receded tt^ fire of the^enerriys cannon 
and.musk^y which killbd many of tRe*i, bui did not check 
thelrest from Ashing on to the push of bpjonet.’ * 

The Sepoys also behaved well at the battles before 
Trichinopoly during 1758, and* at the repulse of the # 
night attack on tiffed place in November of that year. * 

Sever** instances of gallantry on the part of Sfativo. 
Officers occurred at this t jme, of which the folPowing are 
examples : — • . 

“ Extracts from Government (Jonsultsfrions, F<*rf St* George, 

m 2Cth March 1753. • • ^ 

“Captain Dalton at Trichinopoly writes that the Rajal? with Subad*~ 
almost his whole force, bad*atlacked an advanced Battery which ^ a ^ im 
awed them, atid prevented their horse from petroling near the # 
Fort ; but notwithstanding their great superiority, they were 
i*epulsed by Subadar Shaik Ibrahfm who commanded the pogt, 
and behaved with great bravery and resolution*, in this 
action the enemy lost farty«men killed on the spot, ard one 
hundred wounded, of whom twenty-five died shortly after.” 

• *"*T>tlf NovSn^ier 1753. 0 

u M<$r Mnnsoor, a Subadar of Sepoys, having on many g n badar 
occasions behaved with remarkable bravery, and received 
many desperate wounds •without having eveu had any 
particular reward, it vwigreed *dtyat he be presented with £ 
gold ohain and medal, wiiji the Company’s arms on one side, 
and this legend : * The gift of the Honofeble United East • 

India Company,’ and on the reverse, Tais own effigies with a 
drawn sword in his hand. 

(Signed) THOS. SAUNDERS 

and Council.*' 

• 10 


VOL. I. 



74 


HISTORY OF T«E MADRAS 


CHAP. II. 


Subadar 

Mahomed 

Yusuff. 


Ext&ct fj'om .a letter Jlo 'Government from 
j Law^nce, datetj Cainp, 8fcft J&arct J1764. 

• “ I beg leave to recommend aftothq; perdqp to yon, Gentle- 
meij, for* yoiy* notice^ ftis^ ouij.Commandef of the Sepoys by 
name Mahomed f Isoof? Besides ki& intelligence and capacity 
I calmed too much praise his zeal*and alifcrity for fhe service. 
He always preveifis my f skin£ % ,' by offering himself for every 
thing, and executes what he goes about as well, and j*9 briskly, 
as he attempts it.** 0 Some mark of your regard by a letter, 
and kome little present wo\jld k<sep «qp that useful spirit, 
^besides rewarding merit. • * 

(Sighed) STJIINGER?lAWRENCE.” 


Number of 
Native 
Troops, « 
1752-64*. 


Coffrees, 

1751*54.. 


Government, upon this; directed that a commission 
should be granted to Mahwnod°Yusuff 1 appointing him 
(5ommando\it of all the Sepoys in the Company’s service, 
and that -hd' should be prcsLiited with a medal at the 
same time. ' m ' ^ 

The number of the Native Troops at* this period has 
not been precisely ascertained. In September 1752 
Government decided that 1,300 men were sufficient for 
the protection of their (fcvn possessions, viz., 600 for 
F$rt St., George, 600 for Fort St. David, and 100 for 
Devicottah, and they ordered thpt t|ietx)st of aH in excess 
of that number who had been enlisted’since the commence- 
ment of the war, Should be Charged to cho account of the 
Nawaubi The force to be so charged could scarcely have 
been less than 3,000 men,^ inclusive of the garrisons 
required for the delepce of Trichinopoly and Arcot. 

t Natives of Madagascar," and of the West Coast of 

•* 

Africa, known by the general designation of Coffrees 
1 were also c employed at this time. *A Company of these 
men served with credit during the war in the Carnatic 
from 1751 to 1754. 


1 This officer rebelled in 1768, 
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Cg^P r #E.R III. 

FROM /THE PROVISIONAL^ Tift AW ijDlTRU<?E fiftTWEEty 
THE ENGLISH AND gRfACII EAST INDIA COMPANIES 
IN 1764, TO THE f I^VISING OF THE SIEGE (W FOll*f ST 
GEORGE IN FEBRUARY 1?J9 


In February 1755»a <*onsickmible detachment under c&AP in. 
Major Heton matched from Trichi nopoly for th<**distri«ts* 3 pcr ^’ ng in 
of Madjjra and Tiifiievelly, m order to bringf theu* under Madmaand^ 
the authority of the Nawaub Mahomed Ally. Thoprinei- i 755 . 0VGlly ’ 
j?al reason foj- affording this assistance was the expei^a- 
tion that the realisation of tribute would r/i§blc the 
Nawaub to reimburse the* Company for # fhc* expenses 
incurred during the wans of 1751-54. . 

The towns of Madijra* and Tin^evolly «were taken 
possession of without opposition, and arrangements were 
made for collecting the revenues, but while the country 
was still in an unsettled state, # Major Ileron was recalled 
in consequence of the approach of the Soubah of the 
Deccan towards the Garnatic. 

• • 

Major Heron was .attacked by the Collories on his Major Heron 
return thnouglf^tiSb densely* wooded *pass of Nuttum, th^uttum 
between Madura and Trichi nopoly ; he lost/ all his Pass- 
baggage, and most of his scores owing to carelessness, 
and want of precaution, and the detachment Would have 
suffered more severely 1 had it*fl«t been for the skill and , 

energy of Captain Joseph Smith commanding the rear 
guard. • 

Soon after Major Heron's departure, disturbances disturbances 
broke out in Tinnevelly, and early in 1756 Mahomed nse!* 1107011 ^ 
Yusuff, the Commandant of Sepoys, was sent to support ' 
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Mahfuz * 
Khan’s troops 
turn the 
English 
garrison out 
of Madura. 


Madura given 
up to Captain 
Caillaud on 
payment of 
arrears, 1757. 


Expedition to 
Bengal, 1756. 


76 HISTORY OF c T»E MADRAS ARMY. 

‘ . I U / 

Mahftyi Khjm, a brother hi the Kawjub, t Wio had boon 

left injcharg^of that disj^icb* Mbst,>f the Bolygar Chiefs 
were soon reduced to temporary siy 3 mission, shortly after 
vdi^ch, <vlaH/uz Ifhgti-left ^innevhily Vith the professed 
intention of' returning, to A.rdot, button arriving at 
Mwt'lUrfi his troops refused lo alloffr him to leave the 
place until theft amors ol pay had been discharged. 
They at the same time tore down the 0omjd&ny*3 Odors, 
turned the thred ^Companies of English Sepoys, which 
composed the garrison,, out of the Tort, and proclaimed 
Muhfuz hlhan governor of the two di^'cts ; all of which 
proceedings were suspected to have li’ad c his concurrence. 

The fora a at Madras having been at this time consider- 
ably diminished in consequence of the dispatch of troops, 
to Bengal, no step's, were taken fqr the recovery of 
Madura ufttil April 1757, wh6'n Captfim Caillaud marched 
against it frqm Trichinopoly with a strong detachmeht, 
but without#batteriifg cannon. ' Two attempts were made 
to carry the , place by storm, but nothing was effected 
until September, when it was given u r p to Captain 
Cjiillaud on his promisiug^o discharge the arrears of pay 
due to tlfe garrison. 

.Early^n June 1756 the Bengal (rovernment applied 
for assistance in consequenco of * the captifre of their 
settlement at Cossim Bazqr, and' tfie advance of the 
Nawauli against Calcutta. This application did not 
reach, Madras unti] the 13th July, by which timecFort 
William hid already (alien, but the Madras Government, 
not being c aware Qf this /dispatcher a detachment of 250 
Europeans on the 20th idem under Major Kilpatrick in. 
the hope^that it might arrive in time. 

Intelligence of the loss of Calcutta was received at 
Madras on the 16th August. Some time was lost in 
consequence of disputes regarding the command of the 
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expedition, Tii^t t^is was eveitually confenjeS ot •'Clive CHAP. m. 
who sailed for- CalfuttSi tj^ *13th October '^ith a “ 

detachment coj^posp^ of* 8$7 Europeans and 1,100 
Natives. 

Fort William tons recast need 05 . tHe 2nd^ January 175?. Reoaptare of 

Extracts from Aire’s report to the Madras ftovorn- 1757 . m * 

ment, dated 8 th January, and a ^cjpy of his journal of 

military ^>pefl%ti*ons are given bolow : — • 

* •* 

44 1 hare the pleasure of acquainting you that we are in 

possesSion^of Fort William wliicfi w&s retaken the 2nd instant.^ 

Admiral Watsoi^took possession of ?’t in His ’'Majesty's 
name, awl the next day delivered it over to the Company ’s 
repreoentatives. For all the particulars of the military opera- 
tions I take the libferty to ref dr you to the accompanying 
journal. ' > 


44 From the slight trial* we have hitherto hacTof the bnemy 
we cannot form a judgement what sucLess we ’may promise J 
ourselves against them. Deficient as wo are 1 qf our comple- 
ment of men, ^artillery, and stores, the event must needs 
be doubtful. t 

44 1 hope, gentlemen, this wij.1 determine you *to send a ( 
Speedy reinforcement of Sepoys, if not of Europeans ; such a 
supply, as will at least, make up the number intended me, of 
2,000 Sepoys, oTVSficfe only tfie half is come. 

* • 9 

# # * * 

44 As there is no on# here capable of planning or erecting a 
fortification proper for this ^tllement, I cannot help repre- 
senting to you, gentlefnen, the immediate necessity of sending 
& skillful person 1 for thal service from tbq> coast.” * 




1 Captain Brohier of the Madras Artillery, who had been educated 
as an Engineer, was sent to Calcutta for this duty* 
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JounhxJ ofltjie Military Proceedings *of- tie Hmorable Com- 
pane's Troops, sent om t)^p E*pediHo\fo Bengal, commanded 
• by Lieutenant-Oolonei*Glive § . 

,f # __ — * 1 • _ 


> 1756. 
December. 


t 

16 


Do. 22 


« « 

Do. 


Do. 


27 


28 


Do. 


29 



rrhe troops* disen&^rkf d from on boardthe Kent 
I and Tyqer with the sop^y# from the Walpole at 
JTulta, where t^ty were joinod by the detachment* 

# endey ft aj or Barnes Kilpatrick, when they en- 
camped on a plain to the eastwai$ of J-he town, 
anj were joined the 22nd by «the Company's 
tfoop$ landed from the ships Salisbury and Bridg- 
water ; the fthole \omamed encamped till the 
27th, wh«n f*hey 4 embarked again on board the 
squadron, pursuant to a Cour ll of Whr held on 
book’d the Kent, in order ff/proceed to Bndgee 
Budgeo. # * • 

Captain Barker, with 80 of the Train and their 
officers, with 2 field pieces properly compleated, 
wore embark'd in f boats j\ud followed the fleet, 

" whilst Kizssa Sing, 1 with 7 companies of sepoys, 4 
marched overland, koeping the ships in view. 

About 9 in the afternoon tlfo military, with the 
artillery and 2 field pieces, landed at Myapore, 
where they joined the sepoys, and abofft 6 in the* 
evening marched to" the northward in order to 
thro’i" thorn selves into the r<Aid that leads from 
Budgee Budgee to Calcutta, and by that means 
• cut off the enemy’s communication with that 
place, as well as pi event their retreat into the 
forts to the northward, agreeable to the plan 
concerted with the Admiral at the Council of War. 
This was effected with infinite labor and fatigue 
by forced lurches all night, the troops and can- 
non passing over morasses ^ind deep cfeeks which 
retarded their progress greatly . 

At 8 next morning came into the Calcutta road 
aWmt one league to*the jjp^ward of Budgee 
Budgee, passing through a' vlllago called Pick . 
I’ara, where we had information a party of* the 
enemy had been the night before. Atom# the 
grenadier company and all the sepoys were 
detached towanls the f(***t, where they found 
Captai* Coote landed with the King's troops from 
the men-o£-i'f r, r who had silenced the fire of the 
foirt and advanced batteries. Another party of 
the military were detached to the northward to 
iiy in the road leading to Calcutta to watoh the 
motion of the enemy in that quarter. During the 
time di: these detachments being posted, the 
enemy, commanded by Rajah Mamek Chtmd, 
attacked the battalion, appearing in the thickets 


1 Kaser or Keyser Sing. 
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1 1786. 

December. 


CHAP. 111. 


< and ^closures •tha$|Wbre in our front, <)ut of 
vrhich tfiey werirsooil dislodged lty some Plfffcoons 
^hat «^re sem; t<f the different places in which 
tbby ajPpeared # Tnis fkirnysh ladled %bout an 
hour, in which Time#we Had* Ensign Korr ancf 9J 
private men I»illod a^id 8 private men wounded. 
Th% eneifiy% loss must have been considerable, 
as tne^ appealed to be in numbers Ttbout l,8Crt) 
(horse tyid foot fticlude^), and fxposed themselves 
# pretty freely at first, but* were •much alarmed at 
* # the quickness of qur firing, and startled at the 
appearance of the cannon ft»\iich they could not 
imagine were irvisportt*d over tho ground we 
had ptesec^the night before ; they are repoi'ted to 
Jjave lost in this action 200 men, 4 Jemad.irs, one 
ofehant, and their commapder shot tlfrough tl$» 
Colonel Clive dispatching a message for 
the grenadiers and sepoys to join him, the whole 
party under Captain Coote with the grenadiers 
and sepoys joined the battalion, who wore th<^n 
» fonfied upon a plain ; the sepo; s were detached 
Tn pursuit of tho enemy, who retired with great 
precipitation, and in ih/nr flight mavi} of them 
perished in a Talla that they wcrohblig.od to pass. 
About noon the troops, as well King’s as Com- 
pany’s, w.ro ordered to march down to the. fort, 
jrhere the ipen-of-war had silenced the guns, but 
had made no breach in the wall/^further than 
destroying the parapet ovci which the enemy 
kept firing their musketry ; but,'*as the military 
* were under cover of a high bank, they did no 
c&ecution. , '* 

At 4 in the afternoon two 9-pomidors were brought 
on shore from tho ships to be mounted on the 
advanced battery of tho enemy (of which wo had 
possession in order to make a broach in the 
curtain nigh the gate, as well as to cbvor the 
party t'hcfc were ordered to storm the place at day 
<*k,*which cc$isisted of tffe King’s troops, the . 
grenadier company, and one hundred seamen. 

At 8 in the evening a drunken seaman stragling 
from his command pushed into the fort, wiien 
finding no resi( tance gave 0 three ohoers, an*} was 
followed by ^be whole Jiody without any orders, 
scarce any being found to oppose them, as the 
garrisp.i had begun 'to leave the fort at sunset. . 
In the confusion Captain Campbell 'was killed 
upon one bf the bastions (giving orders for post, 
ing sentinels upon a magazine^'that was^there) by 
the seamen or sepoys. - 

There was found in the fort 22 pieces of cannon of 
different calibers, 33 barrels of gunpowder, and 
some grain. 
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uecein|}er. sju After spiking u» the gui^L burning the carriages, 
• • • and ca*rfing Iff the gnapowt^r and {frain, the 

f parapets of bhe ffcrt an# ^dvai^ped batteries were 

• knockttl dOTvn, and the^houaos of the fort burnt, 

• wjie^tne ttro4?8 under Colonel Clive re-embark- 
9 cd, afid the sepoys trith KizzfP Sing were ordered 

t* A to proceed overleruk by tho river side, keeping 

• 4 tho ships in view. c 

Do. 31 Tke fleet ^roceedJd up the river with the troops on 
, 4 • boar« under tolonel tJlive, the Field Artillery 

« and Train stores being loaded dn large broats kept 
\ytfer the stern of the men.of-w&r, but by one of 
t tho Voats gqing ashore she struck upon a wreck 

and bilged, .which •'damaged some ammunition, 
1757. though lif tl© was lost. 

January.* 1 At 1C in the morning came iij^ght of tanna Fort 
- and Mackwa Tanna opposite to it. The enemy 
upon seeing tho ships fiyed a "few guns, 9 hich all 
fell short, being then out of random shot. 

I About 2 in the afternoon came abreast of Tanna 
• Forts which # were # found evacuated, the enemy 
4 { retiring as the ships advanced. At 3 the boats 

of the ynen-of-war landed with the seamen and 

, took possession 4 /f the Fqyt*of Tanna and Aligur, 

a mud fort raised opposite, in whioh were found 
31 pieces of cannon qf 24 lbs. and 13 of a smaller 
size, some shott and a small quantity of gun- 
4 powfcer. # • f 

Do. 2 At 6 in the morning the Company’s troops under 

• " command of Colonel Clive landed dhd joined the 

sepoys, and about 8 the whole ynarched with 2 
• « field pieces Upwards Sumner’si Gardens, where the 

enemy abandoned their batteries as the fleet and 
land forces advanced. At 10 the ships came 
abreast of the fort, where the enemy made resist- 
ance for about hal^ an Jimfr, but were soon drove 
from their guns and fled through the eastern gate 
before the military or aopoys could dome up with 
„ tltcm. About* 11 a parity King’s forces 

commanded by Captain Coote, with the seamen 
in the boats, landed, and took possession of Fort 
William, where were found many heavj*cannon 
f mounted, with t shells, shott, and other garrison 

# stores, excepting gunpowder. 

Do. 3 The Admiral catna ashore and formally delivered the 
, fort, stor vfpOha goods, to the Company's repre- 

• sdntatives. The Compdfay’s troops garrison the 

fort, and the sepoysrare posted at the principal 
Avenues leading to the town. 

" - ‘ ' Employed m completing the Train ammunition and 

stores, arranging the garrison stores, and mount- 
ing cannon upon the ramparts. At S afr night 
the King's Troops, Company’s Grenadiers, 200 
sepoys with 200 seamen, embarked on hoard the 
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January.. 

t-v- 

4* 

* 

Do. 

5 

m 

• 

Do. 

7 

i 

« 

; 

% 

• 


•A % 

-t- 


TR^«S 


#1* 


Bridgu$4er, Kin^sh§i Snow , and several /sloops 
♦with aW the boats irf tfie squadron on ait etpedi. 
•tion saSainsfc uughJex, the military commanded 
bf Mijbr Jampj Kilpjf r^ck # and tjro sefcmen by , 
# C&ptain Spiifch, m Orders t(* possess them*»elt , e« f j 
of that place, eplundar afid destiny it, transport - 
ingt whaif j^ods and effects they found^ todthis 
place* # * 

The Brxdg water g&mndedsby PorMn’s Gardcps, whioh 
# has prevented the expedition Hugh ley being 

prosecuted till she # is got ,ff • 

This morning the BndqwatePm as hove off and pro- 
ceeded uj>on the expedition against Huphtay 
Colonel Clive with thf Engineer and soveral officers 
^reconnoitred the ground nigh Perrin’s a^d pitched 
xlpon a spot for an encampment lying betw#n 
Herrin’s Gardens and Dum Duma *lndge fc where 
the military and sepoys are to encamp in a few 
dayi. * 


CITA.P. m , 


Immediately aftfby the re<japture % df Fort. -William, the 
Bengal fiovernment objected to the independent jidwer 
exercised by AMire, and directed him to sifbject himself 
to their orders, to follow whatever plans *of military 1 
operations the^ might direct, and not to tfnter into any 
treaty without their concurrence and approbation. • 

In reply to which Clive sent the following answer 
f( Gentlemen, I haVe # reogived your letter which you were 
pleased to sqnd me under dale the 18th, and flattered myself 
your sentiments* •* expected in the tetter to the gentle- 
men *of the Select Committed Fort St. George wojild have 
been ddBmed sufficient without calling upon me to surrender 
an authority you are sensible 1 cannot d*>, but to tho&} who 
entrusted me with it. 


Clive refuses 
to surrender 
the powers 

witljpWhich 

was 

invested by 
the Madras 
Government. 


* 1 When Mr. Pigot consulted Clive in July 1756# regarding the steps* 

proper to be taken, he tbns expressed himylf in his reply written at 
Si. David <m the 15th idem ; — “I much fear all assistance from us 
late, for *without dwelling on the defenceless situation 
of the Idaho* the few people there are, know little, or nothing of military 
affairs. ” , r f 

Vfti* 1, 


U 
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CHAP* III, “ lITJiat I havg had the h#Ci* to fepr^enfc ^ the Beard, 
T now^take an ctyportifty’ty^of jepeaiiir^in wntjng: that I do 
not intend to nteke useeo(j naf poweig for coting separately 
from yoi^ without you r^dufce me to ttjjf n^cSssity of BO doing, 
Ijutfas far as conceinathe^ means pf executing those powers, 
you f will excuse me, gentlemen 6 i£t refuse to give them up. 
I cannot do it without forfeiting the trust reposed in me by 
the Sjeledt Cornu? ittee^)PFort*St George 99 
Defeat of the On the 5th February Ciivc defeated the c Nawaub near 
Calcutta h*** Oalcrtta^ and made Jig foliowing report to the Madras 
, Government on the nexf day c 

•• Gentlemen, I hale just time to acquaint you that yesfcer* 
day mbrning we attacked the Nabob’s army consisting of 
40, pOO men, and made a prodigious slaughter. The loss on 
opr side is very considerable, b 7 military kiljed and wounded/ 
with 100 ( s^noys * n 

“ The off* ’ers killed are Captains Bridgfe 1 and Pye.^ Captain 
Gaupp, Lieutenant Rurabuld, Ensign Eliis^ Kaser Sing 
wounded , pooi Belsli* 3 is killed <" Now the c consequences of 
this blow. The .Nabob has decamped with his whole army ; 
has wrote me a letter that he will comply© with all our 
demahds Except a sum of n'Vmey for the inhabitants, viz , 

’ that he wi|l put us m possession of everything granted by the 
Royal Phirmaund, liberty to fortify^ Port Willi&n* as we 
plchse, anj the liberty of a Mint , he concludes by desiring 
me to sign these proposals, aid that hq^wd 1 Jgn and seal 
them immediately , that he wvll send me a serpah, elephant, 
and jewels ^ 

•Camp, « ( Signet f/ R0B,ERT CLIVE.* 1 r 

6th Feb) u ary \7 57 * 


Capture of 
Chanderna- 
gore. 


On the 14th March the French settlement at Chnftder- 
'nagore was attacked by the English, and surrondofed on 
the 23rd after a very resolute defence. v - 1 


1 Mfith the exception of Ensign Ellis, these officers ip the 

Madras Infant iy , , * ^ 



tWR&t op thIjiai 
^ nwi^'o, the paw 


•MAMAS ARM A. 


In tty? me^ntfiye, the fsawauj) Surajafi DoVlah, CHt AP. HI. 
instead tfjfalAttftig 4^‘con^tien^of the # treaty ’ jf the Surajah 
9th Eetyft&ty, ^ad altered in^cfa # correspondence with to°fuini the* 
Monsieurs Bussy and^aw ?#ith$ tftu object «of JhpelUngj treaty. # 
the English from Bengafj but he Had made himself so 
detested by his cruSlfcy and^iolence that sewon? of* his 
offers entered into *a conlbinatfbu t<?, dethrone him. 

Without goirfg into the particulars of^ these intrigues it 

may be sufficient to say that Qlive entered into a ^pcret Secret treaty 

treaty with Meer Jaffier, ohe of Surajafy Dowlah/s princi- j^ 0 ^ eer 

pal officers, wh^greed to compensate the English for** 1 

all theiB* losses, and*to restore all their privileges, On 

condition of being made Nawaub of Bengal. Ik fulfilment 

of this agreement Clive mar clied from Clmndernagore^ cgi 

the 13th June, fought the battle ai t Plassey on^tho 23rd, 

and plaqgd Meer Jaificr on *he musnud on thb 29th of 

thS same month. • , • • * 

The victory at Plassdy lias been mmutely*described by Clive's 
Orme, whose account has been followed by Broome and ^batticfafc 
Others. The following description, which differs in .some Plassey. 
respects from that in Orme, is taken from Clive's journal • 

of Military Proceedings : — • # • 

• • 

u June.—* At 5 in the evening crossed the river, leatfng 

a subaltern ’s^^+y jnd 100 sapoys in tlv Fort, 1 and about « 

*12 at night arrived at Placis a&er a very long and fgtigneing 
march.** 

" 23f<&***At day-break wo discovered the Nabobs Ai’my at 
the distance of about 3 miles? iji Jail march towards us, upon 
Which the whole weife ordered under arms, being in two 
- battalions. The Europeans were told off ir^ 4 grand divisions, . 
the artillery distributed between them; and the sep'oys on the 
right and left of the whole. 


} Cutwefc* 
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CHAP. III. “ Cur si{uaticp was verw,d$aiitagepify being in a grove 

surrounded witfi high r ?iu<l l^wuks ;* oftrVight and front were 
entirety «covcrefl by tin* of )ovk lpud bj nks, cCir left fey Placis 1 
house ftiyi tlie ri\ er, ou jmo/tr ^ the #£ova»and a large village. 
The enemy approached ajiuee, cohered a fi^ie extensive plain 
infijont of us as far as th$ eye eodctdiseprn from right to left, 
and consisted, as we Vo since Earned, of 15,000 1 horse, and 
35,000 Mot, with more than t6 pieces* of cannon from 32 to 9 

r ^ C (2, 

pounders. They |)egan to cannonade froih their heavy 
artillery, which though well rpo in ted, could do little execution, 
r our people being lodged 'under Iho banks. 2 * We t could not 
licfpe to succeed in kn attempt on their ciCnnon as they were 
planted almost round, and at a considerable distance both 
from us and each other. W e therefore remained quiet in Post, 
in hopes of a successful attac k on their €amp*at night. At, 
300 yard$ Crom the bank under which we were' posted was 
a pool of u;at6r with high bank* all round it, and was appar- 
ently a post of strength: this the enemy presently took 
possessiou of, and woyld have galVd us much from thence, but 
for our advantageous situation, with some cannon managed 
by 50 Frenchmen. Their heavy artillery continued to play 
very 1 briskly on the grove. ^ '* 

' 1 As their army, [exclusive of a few advanced parties] were 
drawn up at too great a distance for ous short sixes to reach 
them, one field piece with a howitzer was advanced 200 yards 
in front, and w c cpuld see tljey played with,, great success 
amongst those that were of thfl first rank, by which the whole 
army was dispirited and thrown into confusion. 

“ AJai'ge body of their horse * trenching out on our right, and 
as by that tnovemont we supposed they intended an attempt 
on the advanced field prJoe and howitzer, they were both 
ordered back. 

1 Orme says 18,000 horse, and 50,000 foot. 

2 Orme says that Clive first drew up in front o 4 the grove or tope, 
hot having lost 10 Europeans and 20 Sepoys, he withdrew under cover. 

It will be observed from the return in the appendix that only 5 Euro* 

peana and lb > agaves were killed during the whole action. 
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“ About 11 o’clocjf a very htnff shower of i^vin cjmeon and 

wo imagined the horse % VSuld dow^ i4 ever, have attacked in 
hopes of breaking us, as|jbhey qpieht 4a*e thought we oeuld not v 
then make use of on# firelocks, bit ffej ignorance^ or^he brisk 
firing of our artillery, prevented them Jrofti attempting it? % 
“ At noon a repo^ beiagiinade ftmt a party of horsqjiad 
attacked and taken our boats, <jpon which tjie Picquetts were 
►t the account proving false they werefcounter- 


CHAP. III. 


ordered, tfc&jbhg 

manded. • *» • . 

“ The enemies fire now began to sleeken, and soon after 
entirely egased. In this situation we remained till 2 o’clock, ^ 
when perceiving niat most of the enenfy were returned ko 
■ their catap, it was thought a proper opportunity to seizd onebf 
the eminences from which the enemy had much annoyed us in 
the morning. •Accortlingly the grenadiers of the 1st Battalion, 
with 2T heCTpieces, and a body of Sepoys, supported by four 
platoons, 1 and 2 field pieces/ from tho 2nd bat/ajion, were 
ordered to take possession of it, which accordinglv they <Jid. 

“This encouraged us to take possession of another advanced 
post within 300 yards of the entrance to the enemies camp. 

“All these motions brought the enemy out a second time, 
but in attempting to bring out^ their cannon they were so 
galled by our artillery that they could not effect it, notwith- ’ 
standing they made several attempts. Their horse and foot, J 
however, advanced much nearer than in the morning, and by 
their motion#u made as if they intended , to charge; two or 
threedargg bodies being within* 150 yards. In this situation 
they stoad, a considerable time, a very brisk and severe can- 
nonadement which killed the!n upward^, of 400 men, among 
whom were four or five principal officars. This loss put the 
enomy into great confusion, ancx’^ encouraged us to attack 
'the entrance into their camp, and an adjacent eminence at 
the same time. * This we effected with' little or no loss 

f 

although the former was defended by tho 50 French, and a 
very large body of black Infantry ; and the latter by a lqrgo 
body of horse and foot intermixt together. During the beat 


1 A platoon appears to have consisted of 30 men. 
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Moer Jftfficr 
placed on the 
Mustmd. 


Substance of 
the trt'aty 
With bun _ 


Madras 
Troops on 
service in 
Bengal, 


of tbu action, the remainder >f f the forced were two offeree 
times ordered to join* »s,^ai d that Cfcler as jofl^u optmter* 
jnandt}d*on account of fcu| me 1 ^nentfjt a lafge tibdy of horse 
towards^ he ^rove, wluj^fte tad ofttft ffce& upon to keep At 
a proper distance, • r J^iose % afterwards proved to be out friends 
companded by Meer Jaffier. #Tfce entrance t<f the camp 
being gained, a general rout^ ensued, and the whole army 
continued the pursuit for upwards of six jnilps, which; for 
want of horse, ans^red nif other purpose thafi that of taking 
all their artillery, conSustingsof 40 # pieces of cannon, and all 
r their baggage” * j, . 

X)tol the 29th of the same month Meer Jaffier wad placed 
on the*Musnud ami acknowledged as Nawaub of 'Bengal. 
Tlj^ treat/ made with him was thus described by Clive in 
a letter tc^tho ‘Madras Government dated at J^oojsheda- 
bad on fcbe ^nd July,#- • 

“•The ]Jrincipal articles of our treaty with thtf present 
Nabob, are £5 confirmation of all giants both in the Mogul's 
Phirmand, arc! the trfaty with S&rajah ; an alliance, offensive 
and defensive^ against all enemies, European oi # conntry; the 
delivery of the French and their property int<J our hands, and 
a ^perpetual exclusion of th&n from these provinces ; a tract 
of land, extending between ^the lake and river, from Calcutta 
to Culpee, to be given to the Company, also one crore of rupees, 
50*lacks fo the European sufferers at # theloss of* Calcutta, 20 
hicks to the black* sufferers, *7 to the 4rntfeiian, # and SO to 
the Army and Navy. All the articles to bo fulfilled Within 
one month from his accession to the Soubahship.” 

A ^eneyal account of the ^Madras Troops serving in 
Bengal during 1756-58 i$ giten in Orme, which has been 
followed Ity Brocflne in his History' of the Bengal Army 
and by Begbietin his account of the services of the* 
Madras Artillery. Many of the details however are 
inaccurate, and convey an erroneous impression a# to the 
relative strength of the detachments by Which ijkfr 
recovery of Calcutta, and the conquest of Bengal, jrfcre 
effected, • 
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T'ia fiflrt doijftolfcnent saife< lfrom 0 Madfas on the ^ Oth CHAP. TTI. 
July 1756 under Maier JamdJ Riltfatrick, 1 , and consisted ~ , , 

• « * Ta. „ A,® * * Kilpatrick s 

of 250 * j^uropeajis vyrh foiir 3iay|ll iron field pieces. It* Detachment, 
is presimnd that oi*ft0 ^1 \kew met! mfost hive 1756 * 

belonged to the* Artillery seeing that tltfee officers^ of 
that braftoli of the fervice w^re appointed to tlAi p tletac?i- 
ment, viz., 3 Captair?-Lieut(?nant • 'Benjamin Godwin, 

Lieutenant Jdhn Francis Pascheud, and Lioutehant John 
Charles Erdman. The officer s § of Infantry were Captain ^ 

William Lin, Lieutenants Dug'ald Campbell, and Salhuel ^ 

Samson, and Ensigns Vouga, and Flaction. 

The second detachment under Lieutei ant-Colonei Clive ciivSa 1 
embarked at Madras on the 18th October 175o, and was p® fc a ohmen<: » 
composed as shewn’below, officers included : — , 

iJetactment of Acjlercron’s Regiment (H.M. 39t^V 250 
Madras European Infantry " ... 528 

;Do. Artillery * ... 1*09 

Do. Lascars 1 , i ..'t .. a ... 160 

Do. Seppys r ... 940 

12cField pieces and 1 Howitzer 

Another detachment of 250 Sepoys embarked on tloe 
28th idem.^ The following list, of officers is taken from 
the returns: — «■ * 

H.M.' 1 39th Regiment 

^ • 

‘ Captains Grant, Weller, and. Coote, Lieutenants Cor- 
neille, BtSh, Power, and Pierson, Ensigns Adnett, York©, 

Balfofcr {or Beiford),® Blair, and Fenton. 


— — « ■ r r-r 

1 Transferred to the Bengal Establishment in October 1756, and died 
While in command of all the Company’s Troops serving 
fa Bdhgftfc y * 

9 Orm© jtyy© 230 men. Government in &> report to the Court of 
Directors About 250. „ Holwell, in a letter to the Madras Govern- 
the arrival of 250 in Bengal. 

f turnon, and^onga died in Bengal in 1750- Lin 

GasnUbeli wa# killed $&cb December 1750* Fiacrion>a© , 
irnfrl attabifrhme&t in 1?$0. ' \ < J 
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mat*ra,s ffimr- 
1 * < 


CBAP. in. ^adras'Infantr^.* f 

— e j, « ® 

Capt&ins Gaupp, Bridge, r md PyftfLieqteftajits Wagner, 
• Fischer, Riynbold, Fjjpm , c i obert ^mpbell, and Joecher, 
tEnsigns Seotney, ftanafurlie Knox, Alexander Tait (or 
Tni^o), Kerr, Oswald, 1 Rudolph Wrecks, Sfcenger, and 
Tabby! 


MmiIM 1 ' Ariillkry. • < 

f 

0< 

Captain-Lieutenant iRobert Barker, Lieutenants 
r . WillianjL Jennings, Nicholas Bonjour, Charles de Torriano, 
and Ford. 1 / 

_ , K t t 

Olive’s Artil- It is stated in*Broome's history-of the Bengal Army 

gaT 17^57 the ^I ft ^ ra8 Artillery which arrived in Bengal in 

December J 75l> was commanded by Lieutenant Jennings. 

This stt**eipent has^een repeated in the histories of 

thd Madras and Bengal Artillery, but it is rqporded in 

Clive's journal of Military Proceedings that Captain 

Barker, with 80 men of the train, and 2 field pieces, 

was employ'd between Budge Budge and Calcutta in 

December 1756, and as Jennings was % onfy a Lieutenant 

lfi the same corps, it is clear that he could not have been 

in command. In all probability he, came round in the 

Mtnlbusonqh in charge of the lascars, guns, and stores 

which arrived «+ the end^of January 12$7 There is 

nothing to shew his presence in Bengal before that time,, 

Bengal Artil- It is mentioned in the history of the BengaT*sArtillei*y 

lery, 1755-57* remnant ^thereof tv Inch escaped from Cfdctitta 

joined the Madras* detachment. This remnant must 
•» * 

V 4 L * * 


Ensign Kerr wn% killed 29th December 1756, and Captains Bridge 
and Pye oil the 5th February 1757. „ 

Fischer, Campbell, Joecher, Knox, and Tabb^r were transferred to the 
Bengal establishment in 1758. Knox commanded the I«t 
Native Battalion tor many years, and distinguished himself On W$ral 
Occasions. Tabby commanded the 2nd Bengal Native Bi&ii&o&i and 
was present whfen it was destroyed at Manjee near Chnprah fa 1768. 
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have been very su%ll, because it appear^ frofti a letter CHAP. III. 
from Mr. 0 Hoi well to^the MfiElrts ^Government thaji the ”” 
regular garrison, at •tne c<fntna^lcement of the siege # 
consisted of 45 Artillerymen, Jn<? el4f) Infantity, atid # 
that only 60 out of the # whole nutnbbr wei*e Europeans. 

Np separate returjJ # of the^ Bengal Artillery between 
December 1756 and April 1757 has%een feund, Vat from 
a general returcTof the Artillery servijy* with* Clive at 
the end of January 1757 it may be inferred that*the 
number belonging to the ‘Bengal establishment t did not , 
exceed fifty. • 

* . • # • ' 

In MUrch 17o7 a .party of Artillery arrived from Bombay 

Bombay. Orme calls it a company. Broome thinks*it ^ 757 . Ier3r> 
probable fchat°it jtnay have been a portion of^he Royafr 
Artillery sent out ip 1755. Major Stubbs in # hi~ Shistory 
of the Bengal Artillery calls it a detachment, of Rdyal 
and Bombay Artillery, and both these offic i% represent ^ 
it as having been broflght round *by Capftiin Robert 
Barker, 1 described as a Royal Artillerymah , 
i A general 2 muster roll of alj the troops under Clive, Madras, 
taken in camp near Chinsura*on the 7th April 175/, Bombay 11 * 1 
about a fortnight after the capture of Chandernagore, ^^ ller i 
. gives the particulars of e£ch detachment of Artillery us 
* * — 

% . l Thif officer came round from Ma jras with Clive in 1756. He was 
Lieutenant in the Madras Artillery in 1753, Captain-Lieutenant 1756, 

Captain in January 1757. Returned to Madras in May 1757. Major 
in 1761*. Commanded the # Artillery (Royal and* Madras) attached to 
the expedition against Manilla ii« 1762. Tainsferred to *the Bengal 
establishment as Colonel about 17$$ •Commanded the 3rd Brigade 
of that Ann y at Patna during the mutiny of the officers fa 1766, and 
subsequently rose to the chief "command. The detachment of Royal 
Artillery at Madras under Captain Hislop was ordered to proooed under 
Clive, but Colonel Adleroron refused to allow it to go unless he went 
in command of the expedition. 

9 V&& Appendix B. The returift of Clive's troops (Appendices A,*B, 
and 0) were recently found amongst the records in the Government 
Office, and do not appear to have been previously published. 

VOL. 1. 


12 * 
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chap. Hi. shown b£low > *from,whic£lifc will be t sfenth»t there were 
no $oyal Artillery in Beifcal at feat time, and that the 
* party from Bombay mfibfsftre befcoige^fto the establish- 
, mfent tff thkt Prf^si d3n A y ^ 


tn 



' <*■« 
I© ©J 



Madrass Detachment. 
Pengalr'* do. ,. t 
Bombay do. 

Total . . 


18 

10 

27 87' 90 174 


Officers of 

Madras 

Artillery. 


Officers of 
Bengal and 
Bombay 
Artillery. 


The, officers of the Madras detachment -WeT&'Capfcain 
Robert Barker, *Captaiif-Lieu tenants Jean Francis 
Pasehoud, and William Jennings, 1 and Lieutenants 
Bonjour, IJord, and de Torriauq, * 

The Bengal Officers were Lieutenants Lewis and 
Johnson. 

4 The Bombay Officers were Captain-Lieutenant Egerton, 
Lieutenants Molitore, Turner, and flinch. «, 

' It is^stated in a note to this Muster Roll that Lieute* < 
nant Cassells and 14 mem, not included * J L^rein, were 
absent on Command at Cossim Bazaar, and°it may be 
inferred from a subsequent return that this parly belonged 
to the Bengal Establishment. - * 


1 This officer is said to have succeeded Barker in command of the 
whole body of Artillery, but this seems unlikely, inasmuch as his 
senior officer Captain.Lieutenant Paschoud was still present, and from 
two returns, one dated shortly before, the '-other shortly after, the 
battle of Plassey, it appears that the& sras no officer above ihiftank of 
Captain-Lieutenant with any of the three Detachments of Artillery. 
Jennings was transferred to the Bengali establishment in 1788* 
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The nomber^of A^tiUerjftaell at Plassay istgiven by CHIP in, 
Ome as havipg beenJlOO, bt # ± \e Defoes not mention to Artiite^at 
which Preefdentj thj^ men Jbtfoifeg&d. His accoifnl kas#**“®®y^ 
been adopted by *Br<Jfcme, &!id py* J3egbie, Aut.in ^he posed of ehe 
history of the Bengal Aarti^lery f th«>* cfetails are given* Bombay a,ld 
as follows:— ~~ , ' • DetaohmeuU. 

Bengal Artillery «... •... \... 1Q0 

Sailors tmfler Lieutenant H*yter ... *50 

It is mentioned in the same work • that the casualties 
in the ArJillerj^ were 19/ viz., Six Non-Commissioned^ 

Officers and men tilled, and three Officers, anjl ten Non- 
Commid&ioned Officers* and men woundefd. * 

It is difficult to understand upon what grounds it has 
been assume^ that the whole of the Artillery*# mployecfr 
at Plassey belonged* to the Bengal Eejablishipsnt, *or it is 
clear frov the records that such could not possibly h&ve 
been the case. The account of the casualties* is equally 
incorrect as will be shewh. • 

It has beeh mentioned above that, in April 1757, 
the Bengal Artillery, inclusive of the party on command 
under Lieutenant Cassells, consisted of three Officers, • 
and forty-four NoTvCommissicmed Officers ancl men 
.whereas the Madras ‘detachment amounted to* nearly 
double ttu»irfnmber^ find th|t from Bombay to four # 

Officers, aild sixty-two Non-8ommissioned Offices and 
men*, TL^proportionate superior strength of the Madras 
and Bombay Artilleiy appears to have continued,* foi 
in a General Return of the trgogs with Clive dated 3rd 
August 1 1757 the numbers are given as «hewn •below 


1 Vide Appendix C. 




The difference 'between the strength of the Bengal 
Artillery in April and in # Augu3t may be ascribed to the 
^ absence^of some small party on command* It was 
certainly tfot caused by any loss atPlassey where the 
Bengal Artillery had only one Ofecer, and one Private 
wtmnded. Neither could » it Lave been caused by death 
or desertfon between the 10th June, and'ih^Srd-August, 
because. a list of casualties* 1 for thAt period does not 
contain the name of a single individual of that Detach- 
ment except those < of the tv*o who were wounded as 
mentioned abgve. 

Casualties at The following particulars of the casualties at Plassey 
Fiasit> ^ re taken from the Return of the 3rd August specified 


above : — 


borps. 

Killed. 

C 

i 

VTounded. 

1 

s . 

ST 

ii 

Corporals. 

Privates. 

Gunners. 

r 

I 

Lieutenants. 

’ m 

1 

© 

•V 

© 

GG 

Corporals. 

Privates. s 

f 

I 

m 

c — 

1 

X 

HcM. 39th Regiment 
Madras Infantiy 
Bengal „ 

Bombay „ ... 

Madras Artillery 
Bengal „ 

Total ... 

”1 

a... 

1 

i 

< 

u " * 

“i 

‘i 

i 

i 

X 

1 

3 

1 

o 

l 

I 

i 

M* 

• n 

i 

"i 

4 

4 

4 . 
1 

8 

2 

2 

1 

l 

X 

3 

6 

X 

3 

2 

i 

B 

m 


9 1 Vide Appendix C 
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Of tha Madras Sepoys four were killed, and hin$teen CHAP. ni. 
wounded. — 

Of the Bengal SgjJbya ndrp. w A o?e killed, and* dleven 
wounded. 

In September* 1758 tjjrg Madras *and Bombay troops Bengal Artil- 
serving in Bengal fore transferred to that establishrifent, l*?**? 1 ^ 
and. the officers having been allowdfl the Option pf follow- “ i^sprin. 
ing their men; most of them did so, and amongst others, po^a^oftho 
Captain Jennings of the Madras Artijlery. This transfer ^ a ^f y and 
however v cann^t affect the claim of the Madras and Detaohmenta. 
Bombay Artilleity^to the superior share, as regards A at* 

Arm, ih the victory -at Plassey, and not only tffis, but „ 

until the production of evidence to the contrary, it may 
•be fairly assiimpd t*hat the Bengal Artillery whep reformed 
in 1758 was composed principally of the Madras and 
Bombay detachments. * " . 

The following abstract of a General Ret^rti signed by Clive’s* 
Clive exhibits the composition of the Infantry under his g^“‘, ry 
command in Bengal prior to the arrival “of the detach- 
ment from Bombay in March ^ 757 : — 


* • 

CampurW Calcutta, 

29th January 1757. • 

• 

. . «. . - . ^ 

Officered * • ] 

DO 

| 

£ 

Serjeants. 

i 

i 

Bazik and 
File. 

Sick. • 

Total. 

• 

Casualties. 

Europeans. 

s 

l 

* 

Died. 

Deserted. 

Entertained. 

% 

c 

H.M. 89th Regiment ... 

7 


5 

i 

,5 

117 

». 

30 

167 

• 



Madras Infantry 

21 

9 

82 

u 


.. 

72 

409 

13 

2 

i 

Bengal do. ... 

10 

12 

11 

4 

31 

78 

•63 

187 

• ... 

... 

... 

Total... 

38 

V 

21 

48 

23 

439 

78 

• 

165 

763 

13 

t 

2 

i 


9 

Madras Sepoys, Officers and Men ... 1,057 „ 
Bengal do. do. ... 278 
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OHAp! HI. 

Casualties in 

February 

1767. 


Arrival of 
the Bombay 
Detachment, 

1767. 
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TI^s small £orce suffei^d severely dating JVbratay, 
in which montll the following casualties* 1 occurred ? — 


• 

% • ' : j 

* 4 * 

fr» — T» « 

If esertedl* Killbd. 

Wounded. 

Total. 

1 

H.lk 39th Regiment .. 

t , 

I* * 

li 

V 

* ft* 

,* 6 

t 

28 

Madras Infantry « 

,43 

/ 6 . 

26 

51 

126 

* ^ € 
Bengal de. 

. t 

4 . 


4 

\* 8 * 

16 

4 * 

% Total ... 

, 58 

• 

i 8 

• 

86 

68 

170 


* Ihe ifdmbay detachment arrived it March. The 
following abstract of the General Muster Roll tafcett in 
Camp near Chinsura on the Wh April 2 shews the strength 
of tne several detachments on that date ; 1 

* ti t ^ « • 


Detachments. , 

• 

Major. 

Captains 

•* 

2 | 
If 

Lieutenants 

Ensigns. 

4 

e 

8 

1 

'o 

> 

ED 

V* 

Q> 

CQ 

Corporals. 

* 

C 

1 

Privates. 

Total. 

1 

1 

« 

B 

1 

* 

H.M. 39th Regi- 





• 




• 

• 



ment 


3 


4 

t> 


8 

10 

7 

213 


238 

MadraB Inftintry. 

si 

5 

•• 


*4 

5 

41 

26. 

14 

271 

• •• 

352 

Bengal ^lo. 


4 

1 

2 

9 

12 

* 

18 

* 

14 

10 

106 

168 

310 

Bombay do. 


•2 


2 

2 

• 2 

21 


6 

Rfc 

• 

293 

Total ... 

1 

14 

1 

13 

20 

1 

r~ 

19 

88 i 

69 

37 

719 

48 ° 

1,198 


iladrgs Sepoys, Officers and Men* ... 1,402 

Bengal do. «de* ... 564 

* • 

t § 


c 

1 Vide Appendix A. % 

9 Vide Appendix B. 

8 Major Kilpatrick had already been transferred to the Bengal 
{Establishment, nevertheless his name appears in this Batura opposite 
to his own Company of Madras Infantry. 
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The names ojt the Officer# ot tJhe Royal and of the Madras CHAP. lit. 
Infantry hatp already been^verf. The* other officers 1 offloerTof 
were Captain?^ Gjftifc, Mi;ij, # ^Ctidmore, # and •Prases 
Captain-Lieutenailb ftarataii s, •Lte^tqpantaf Djer, ^nd infantry 
Keir, Ensigns Dfe Lubers, Varelsf, Maclean, Ellis, Demefe 
David, Prichard, Ofaampftn^ Gibbons, and Barnes, a? the 
Bengal Establishment, Captains JBuchanan and Arm- 
strong? Lieutenants Palmer, and Walsh, Ensigns Robert- 
son and Tottingham of the Bombay Service. 

The number of Inf antiy engaged at Plassey is given by infantry at 
Orme as* 750 Europeans, and 100 .Topasses.** Bro^nne^ plft8sey 
says 760 Europeans, and 200 Topasses. No Return -of ^ 

Bengal or Bombay troops has e been found between that of 
ihe 7th AprM given abovb, afid that dated 3rd AugusJ. 2 
ThiyiasF gives the total number of Topasses then in the 
Army as 99, including thosb sick and on cSmmMcK'T' 

a 

It also contains a lift of all casualties from the 10th 
June, up to the*end of Jilly, and as • his list does not give 
the names of more than 8 or 9 men who oould have been 
Topasses, 8 Orme's version appears to be correct. The 
following abstract of this Return will enable the reader^ 
to form a tolerdlly accuratp opinion regarding the. 
relative strength of the*several detachments of Infantry 
at Plassey*. — 

— « ' 

1 Vide Appendix B.* 

2 Vide Appendix C. 

3 Portuguese half caste*! 

X . * 
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V ; 

Sydabad, • 
i 3rd August 1767. 

h 

BBSS 

m 

• * BeA»rke. 

* 

Euroj^alS. 

: • 

, » • 

Topasses^ 


H.M. 39th Regi. 
•ment . 

Madras Infantry # 
Bengal % do. .. 
Bomftay do. 

% Total . . 

U — . — * — 

• i 

226 

306 

1?2 

105 

* 

# •• 

9 

• 48 * 

51 

• 

• %26 
306 
200 
156 

55 Europeans and 

3 Topasses sick. 

Casnalties since 

1 K)th Juno. 

Dead ... 9 

Deserted ... 10 

Killed ... 2 

Wounded ... 11 

Entertained... 6 

A 

r* 

789 

• 

* 

« 

» 99 

• 

888 

• 


Madras Sepoys, Officocs included ... 2,038 


Bengal and 

Madras 

8epoys 

appear in the 
Returns as 
independent 
Companies. 


• Bengal # do. # do.» # ... f 912 

• It is stilted in Broome's history that the»ibrmatipTi of 
the B^g*al« Native cPnfantr^ into battalions was com- 
menced by # Clive early in 1757, and he mentions<»hat the 
late 1st Bengal Natiye Infantry darried the word Plassey 
on its colors in commemoration of the share it took in that 


battle. No particulars are given by Broome regarding 
the formation of the battalion in question* nor does he 
• quote amp general order on the subjflpt, whereas on the 

other hand there is reasofi to believe? that the'formation 

• • 

of the Bengal Native Battalions was not commenced until 
gome time later. • Neither tke Retufn 1 of tfopS&Ld Feb- 
ruary 1.757 nor that of the Srd August of the same year 
make any mention of Native Battalions or iZegiments, 
and in the # Muster Roll of the 7th April the Sepoys both 
of Madras (1,402 Native^Qffisers and men) and of Bengal 
(564 Nativfe Officers and men) are returned by companies 
designated by tb3 names of their Native Commandants/ 
which was the usual practice until the formation of the 
independent companies into battalions* 


1 Vtde Appendices A, B, and 0- 
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# Oif or about $h^ 6 |h July # Major Cgote was, fcent Into ch£p< hi. 
Belmf in f pursuit* of i partjtyf French under Monsieur C oot?Texpe. 
Law, WBn^as Ja,r as Chpjjrali, and returrieil to^onto 
Moorshedabad on # theHsth Septenfl^er^ Th# deiailseof 1757 !* * m 
his detachment afe thus |fivqp in Broome 

2 Grenadier Ccfnpanies, ^Bengal Native Infantry f in 
advance. . • • • • 

2 Gempatfieer of European Infantry under Captain Grant 

of the Bengal Service. ## 

Detail of Artillery under Lioutenanl Kineli. 

3 Confpanipt ^ladras Sepoys. # • 

The jiccuracy #£ this account is doubtful inasmuch Accuracy of 
as it appears from the return <of the force ur\dcr Olive account 8 
dated 3rd August* that the Bengal troops then absetit doubt4ul * 

OH cemnand crffTounted to no more than 13 Europeans and 
32 Natives ; consequently Oote's cffrtachmemt nui^ 1 ‘tx# 
been cotjjfosed of Royal, Madras, and Bombay* troops : — # 


Detachments. 1 


H.M. 39th , Regi- 

Madraa Infantry ... 
Bengal* do. 
Bombay d» 
Madras Artillery .. 
Bengal do. 
Bombay do. 

\ Total ... 


S' . 

<u CO 

3| 

| |t 

> 02 


On Command 
Contmctsl 


;w 


CC 


® ' I 

i'S 1 

as oi I 

f,g _ 

5 3 ' ^ 

£ o? a 


4 s 


*5 




622 


151 

8f 

1 

24*1 


# 13*%12 


257 


2 


1. 5 


1 • 2 


%7| 


£ I ^ 

1 w ^ 


f65 

105 

3 

30 

13 

3 

11 


15 


Abstract 
ol Clive’s 
Beturn of 
men “on 
Command," 

1757. 


Officers. 


M^ras Sepoys«on Command ... 34 
~ * do. do. ... 1 


' Non- Commissioned 

Officers and Men. 
878 
31 • 


YPV- i*" - 


1 App*»4U 0., 


>» ; 


is 
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CHAP. III. 

Formation of 
a European 
Battalion in 
Bedftal. 


Affairs in 
Madras, 1757. 


HISTORY QF # TJTE JfADR^ ^RMY. 

I *. * 

Bfoomel^teo mentioning <he troops seeing in Bengal 
during 1757 jspeaks \>f tljft Bengal European Batta- 
•lion/ Wit lie does no^ aiy acSyint tKe formation 
ortestablisLment of f any such bcfdy. r He states that in 
1 756 the establishment of regular Inftfntry consisted of 
fouf companies. In all probability, the aggregate 
strength of theke dick not exceed f 3Q0 men, inclusive of 
Topasses. The number^ whatever it may haT^ been, 
must have been considerably diminished by the losses 
at Cossim Bazaar and ^oH William, and it is evident, 
from the subsequent returns, that jbhore were neither 
officer^ nor men sufficient to composed regular battalion 
before September 1758, when the accession of the officers 
and men ^ of the Madras and Bombay detachments, and 
of the Volunteers from H M. 39th Regiment^ "together 
with the f recruits of the season, may have supplied 
Government, with the means. % 

About the end of March *1*757 a detachment was 
placed under the command of Lieutenant-Golonel Forde 
of H.M. 39th Foot, for the purpose^ of coercing the 
Governor of the District of Nellore Who had evaded 
compliance with certain demands of c the Nawpub. This 
detachment consisted of 3 Captains, 5 Subalterns, 4* 
Serjeants, 4 Corporals, 4 Drummers, and lO^jBuropean 
Privates. b . 


Three companies of Sepoys each 100 men* * 

Orie company o£ Cofirees about 5Q men. 1 

One Officer of Artillerv, ~me Conductor, twenty Gun- 
ners, one 18 pouftder and two Field pieces. 

The c^tachnunt came before the Fort at Nellore on 
the 27th April. A ''breach, supposed to bb practicable, 
wqs effected on the 3rd. On the 4tii endeavours were 
made to induce the Governor to surrender. These 
were not successful, and^ the garrison having taken 
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^ • # 

advantage of tlje interval tcf construct a strong*, retrench- CHAP. ill. 
meat, the English troops yere 'repulsed when* they 
attempted to t^e jle plaee bj assault on the nfornmg# 
of the 4th. # 

The vent of the 18 jtounder having rftn, the attack* 
could not be rented untjl the arrival of bettering 
cannon from Madras, •but before this c6ijld take place 
Colonefr Fordft hud been recalled in consequence of the 
commencement of hostilities oi\the part* of the French. 

The dispositions made by Coloihel Forde on the occasion 
of this assault w<er$ unusual, inasmuch as it wfts led by R 0 p U ige at 
the throe companies of Sepoys, followed by the Cdffreesf, Nellore ‘ 
the Europeans being in the* rear of the whole. The 
Sopoys who ftrst mounted # tho % breach were either killed 
or funded by the pikemen in thg ’trenches^ behind the 
rampart^ and the rest losing heart dispersed ; t jie’Coffrees 
behaved well and maintained their place on, the breach, 
but were unabld to forstf their way against the pikes. 

The Europeans then made an attempt with ^equally bad 
success. 

The Government of Pondicherry received advice early jVar with the 
in 1757 of the declaration of jvar in Europe, but took F / oncll » lW * 
no hostile steps until April, when they captured £he Fort 
at Elavanassoor. Shortly afterwards an attempt was 

f • r 

made by Monsieur •D'AuteuU to surprise Trichinopoly 
during the#absence of Captain Caillaud at Madura, but 
that officer having returned by forced marches,* very 
skilfnlly evaded the besieging army, and entered the 
Fort before dawn on the 26th M&y, upoi^ whicl* Monsieur 
IVAutpuil gave up the enterprise. 

The French at this time were v$ry successful in the The English 
north, where the English factories at Injeram, Bunder- in 

malunka, and Vizagapafcara were taken by Monsieur 
Bussy. The last-mentioned place capitulated in Sn lie. 



mu»,m 


Arrival of 

Frjpchr 

troops. 


Successes of 
the French, 
1757-58 


Capitulation 
of Fort St 
bavid, 1758. 


Loss Devi- 
cottah and 
other places. 


b|<tocUmn6aeFren<u> ot 

the coast from Ganjam to Jfasolipifcam* # „ 

* In September a Fr^aeh # squa^w^ ^w-ivecl 
# R5gim%nt at LoSraine and *50 Artillerymen! under the 
Maquis de Soupire#, \£ho irpiqpfliately commenced active 
operations. ? * % 

O « a 

The Port of Chittapet was taken in 0(jtoJ>er 1 *£57, and ** 
the town of Cudfdalore # surrendered on the 4th April 
1758. ' \ . . 


‘Fort Sw David., capitulated on t^| ,2nd June after a 
very siiort 'siege, jmuch to the disappointment of govern- 
ment, who had depended ' upon Major Polier, 1 the Com- 
jnandant^an old and expoi'iencted soldier, for an obstinate 
defence, Want of "water, owing to the ^destruction of 
Tiit* reservoirs and Veil by 1 the fire of the enemy, was 
assigned a# the principal cause ^ of the disaster; but it 
likewise aj^eared that the gairison wafe not only weak, 
but m a bad state of discipline, and that the ammunition 
had fallen sfiort in consequence of unnecessary expendi- 
ture. * 


The Fort at Devicottab was abandQned on the approach 
of 4he enemy on the 4th June, And 1 the garrison retreated . 
to Trichmopoly; Shortly afterwards th^garrisons 
m Arcot and Carangooly* were withdrawn to Madras. 
Tripassoor was taken in October, and by thatr*time most 
places of any importance in the Carnatic, with the excep- 
tion of Fort St. Geolge, Vejbre, Trichinopoly, Thiaghur 
and Chin&leput jvere in possession of the French* 


l When this officer was pi omoted about the t end of 1757 Mr. Qrme, 
then a Member of Council, objected on the ground that Captain Poller 
being a foreigner would not be able to maintain proper discipline 
amongst the English troops 
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W VA^KAft A Sit?. 

1 " W « ^ 

touM^Jfaptemhep the fitst detachment of HAl.«64th CHAP* in. 
Foot, <>r -Dr$per*s 1 Jtegimdpt, arrived and went into 
ga^on a£*Fo^St % tteorg* 

Oh the 12th December the^Frenctfuncfcor Lafiy appealed Defence of 
before Madras, and eai^r gn tht morning of the 14th George' 17&&- 
he took possession # cff the tgwn without opposition* the 
* garrison not being sufficiently nunftrou^ to warrant any 
attempt to defend so extensive a pl^e. A ffew hours 
afterwards, information having # been received to the effect 
that the enemy had disperse’d iliroughout the town in^ 
search of liquor*and plunder, Colonel Draper mad£ a 
sally with 500 men and two guns, supported b/MajoY Colonel Dralt 
Brereton with another party. The sally was at first P ei ’ SBall y- 
successful ; £hg enemy were surprised, fefi intyi disorder, 
and abandoned their guns^ but tl^e English^ instead of 
pushing^ on at once, remained stationary, anc\ nontimieS 
firing in spite of repeated orders to advance 4 . • • 

This gave the Frencfi time to rally, and f the English 
were competed to retreat into the Fort # with the loss of 
nine officers, .and two hundred and three men killed, 
wounded, or taken. The loss of the enemy was even • 
more severe, viz., thirty officers, and three hundred men 
killed and wounded. # r l1ie following is an extract from 
the Gaar’jQn Orders of the day : — • « 

• & * # 

J* Fort St. George, 14sth December 1758 , 

“ ©olonel Lawrence thanks officers and men for tboir be- Order by 
haviour this morning ; recoir fiends te the soldiers a greater ^ aw< * 

coolness and attention to the ofdcrs given thejn, as their 
repulse, and misfortune Jias been entirely owing to that 
fault, and not to any valour of the enemy.’* • 

— 

1 Became the 79th Regiment m 1759, and was reduced soon after- 4 
wards 7 
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The French 
raise the 
siege, 1759. 


ftaising of 
the siege not 
caused by 
the arrival 
of the fleet. 


Translation 
of Laity's 
letter to 
Monsieur 
r |jte’L&yrit« 
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The £r$nch. opened thlir batteries on the 2nd Janu- 

• , r t 4 , 1 . • 

ary 1759, and the siege continues until tjie 16th Feb- 
ruary, t>n the night o\' wjychathe rf^glisljr fleet anchored 
intthe jroadta, having tm'boani six^om^anies of Draper's 
* Regiment. 4 * • % ^ ^ * 

* l3arly on the morning of the l7?hthe enemy aban- 
doned their trenches and* batteries, and marched fojc* 
Pondicherry, h i^ing first blown up the powder mill at 
Egmorc. Their sic^: and t^ounded were left behind, also 

| 26 guns, 18 and 24 ‘pounders, most «of wjiich were 

disabled. , / 

* « • % • 

It has been said that Laky intended to assault the place 

on the evening of the ICth •Februqry, and was only 
deterred ffom so dokig by the arrival of the Englislwfleet 

in-iJ^rogds^oad that^Very afternoon ; but this seems to be 

• • 

very jdoubtfful, as it is stated by Orme tliat the fleet was 
not sighted 'until 5«r.M., and /M not anchor before 10. 
The account in the records of Government, from which 
the following is*an extract, is much the same : — 


* « • 

“ As soon as it grew dark 4 three lights were hoisted at the 

flag-staff , as a mark for the ships to come in by ; about 8 

o’clock at night the six ships anchored in the road.” 

• # 

Such having been the case, there was a rfnle^ time to 

have delivered the assault 4 before 1 ff*p troops could be 

landed, had Laliy been prepared to do so ; butwfc appears 

from a letter to Monsieur De ; Leyrit, dated 14th February, 

from a translation of* which r the following extracts are 

taken, that he hafl no confidence in«his men, and that he 

had already made up his mind to* raise the siege 
« 

“ We remain still in 1 the same position ; the breach made 
these fifteen days ; J1 the time within ^fifteen toises of the 
wall of the place, and never holding up our heads to look 
at it. 
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“ I reckon, we shallot our afrrivil at Pondicherry; eide^vonr CH‘AP« IU« 

to learn some othe£ trafle for %Jiis of war requires too- much 

patience. * P • ## 9 * J , 

“laaa taking mf mVtsure^ for th% day to sc£ firf to £he 
Black Town, and to blow u^p the po^dei^millsj 

# * # 

* ' * 

(Signed). LALLY.” 

j 

“ P.iT — I ttunU it necessary to apprise yoj^that as M. Soupire 
has refused to take upon him the command of this army ^ 
which I have offered to huh, and ahicli he is empowered to 
accept by havings duplicate of my commission, yOumus^of 
necessity, fcogethei*with the Council, takq it upon joa. Fee 
my part 1 undertake only to briitg it back, either to Arcot or 
Sadras. Send therefore ycAir ardors, or cotrje yourselves'to 
comcaand it, for I shall quit it on my arrival therfe.”^ 

The garrison at # thc coinftieiicenftnt of thtf si-egc cm- Particulara 

• , J M . Of tll0 

Sistcd OT— . garrison 


* 

European Horsd • ... 

xr 

1 

Royal Artiljpry 

132 


Madras „ 

04 


II. M. 64th Regifnent . . . » 

i 105 

N on- Commissioned 

Royal Marines 

loo ; 

} Officers # and 

1st and 2!hd Battalidnsj Madras 

• 

fckddiors. 

European Infantry 

1,107 

_ • 


• i 

1st awl 2**d Battaliojij, Madrat j 

Native Infantry .. 2,213 J . 

The casualties amongst the Europeans were — Casualties 

Kifled ... «... 13 Officers, 1D0* Non- Commissioned g^“* the 

XOfgcers and men. 

Wounded ... *... 12 Officers, 107 Xon- Commissioned 

Officers and*mcn. 

Died in Hospital ... 2 Officers, *52 Non-Commissioned 

* Officers and men 

Taken prisoners ... 4 Officers, 122 Non-Commissioned 

Officers and men. 
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No honorary 
distinction 
granted for 
this defence. 


The Bengal 
European 
Regiment 
present at < 
Condor e in 
1758, not the 
Madras Euro- 
pean Regi-i 
raent. , 
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• 

Of theSse .casualties 80 percent, ii^the case of Officers* 
and 034 per # cent. in tha^of Nok-Commissioned, rank 
♦and filk, v r cre sustained .by •the Ma^r^Infantry, now 
ref resented by ^1. # 102nd Foot, *or Royal Madras 

Fusiliers. * * * c t # t # • 

• this » defence lias not bfen cortitnemorated by any 
honorary distinction ♦although a nfost important event in^ 
the militUry history of Southern India* Triad TTovt St, 
George fallen, the Fort q! Tri chi nopoly, then our only 
remaining place of st roiif *!i, crfuld not haye held out long 
when unsupported*, and cut off from communication with 
tfhe co&st by the loss of our settlements*at Fort StJ! David 
and Devicottah. Strange to say, when honors for early 
Services j^ere 'conferred on t'he 1st* Madras Europear 
Regiment in 1841, it^receivcd an honorary distinction for 
fho< battle at Oondore in the Northern Circars gained by 
Colonel Fortje in December 1758, at which time both 
battalions of the regiment \tere serving in Fort St. 
George as mentioned above. * 

In October 1758 a strong detachment of Europeans and 
natives under Colonel Forde embarked at Calcutta for 
Vizagapfttam in order to assist the Madras Government by 
creating a diversion 1 against the French in the Northern 
Circars.^ The expedition was remarkably c succ essful. 
Colonel Forde defeated the Marquis de ConflqnB at 
Condore in December, and in April 1759 he took the Fort 
at Masulipatam by 'dorm. * 

All the "Survivors of the Madras Artillery and European 
Infantry yvhich went to’iSeugal in 1756 with Kilpatrick, 


1 The assistance was giVmi m this manner because the Bengal Gov- 
ernment were apprehensive that if troops were sent to Madras they 
world be permanently detained in retaliation for the incorporation of 
the Madras European Troops \n September 1758,— Fide Orme, Vol. II, 
page 363. 


/ 
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and with CKve, having bean’ transferred # to the# Bengal CHAP* ill* 
Establishment *in # §<$)t<?mb<*r 175 f 3* the* only Madras ™* 
troops which £<f mod ijart o^ Forded force consisted of a # 
body of sepoys, ahofit o#0 string, *lo£ represer/ed J) y a$iy 
existing regiment. It seems clear? as explained by • 

Broome, 1 that tho d^te T?t Bengal European Regirndh^ 
now H.M. 101st Fo(*t, or Royal JJeng#l Fusiliers, is 
“Sfifchl dfco any distinction of which the action at.Ceudore 
may be thought worthy 


I id* Appt n<ln D 


VO&* I, 


14 



CHAP. 'III. 


Formation of 
a Troop, 1768. 
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f ’ • V 

• EUROPEAN CifVALRYj ^ 755— 59k # c 

t The^ European Cajjatey in # existrlice^a£the end of 1752 
1 appears to have been ^educed gome time before 1758, for 
ip August of that yoar, an cfrdW* waj^issued directing the 
formation of a, troop of the undermentioned strength 
viz. n „ . • r 4 

1 Captain 1 £270 per annum. 

1 Lieutenant and j* Pavlas* Lieutenant, and allowance of 22 
Quartermaster j pagodas. * • 

o 1 Farrier # v £60 per annum. 

1 Serjeant '. f .. * 9 pagodas per mensem. 

c Stoppage for clothing ^ 2 do. do. 

‘3 Corporis * ... t .. .. 7 ^lo. do.' 

Stoppage for clothing .. 2 C do. do. 

1 'Drummer — Tho same as Corporal. 

30 Privater — 5 pagodas each. 1 £ pagodas per mensem to be 
stopp d on account of clothing. 

This ordor "must have been carried into f effect, as the 
troop of horse is shown in tho returns pf the garrison of 
Fort St. George during the siege. 
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chaf. ni. 


• JTativI* CavalrTt, 1756-59. 

In November 1758, ftahoifted Yu3VffdOian, w Co Amah- Nativo Horse 
dant of Sepoys/was ei^Jjo^ered # te enlist 500 Native radscd » 1768 * 
hqrse on the best ferns he eould, and to employ thoul 
harassing the contfoys oi the Vren2h army, then 
advancJhg towards Fort St. Grocv'ge. 

Colonel Lawrence was directed at the same time to , 
raise another bpdy of 20fr horse*to serve with the arn^y^ 
under his immedmte command, and vVas authorised To ** 
offer a Ubunty of ten rupees per man, on enlistment. 

Mahomed Yusuff succeeded in raising a considerable 
body, principally in Tanjore, but they wefe o^little use* 
except as scouts # and foragers, j^id they # inwriably 
behaved^ ill when required to nject the enemy. • Colonel 
Lrwrenoe does not appear to have made any enlistments. 
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CHAP. 'ill. 


?fogress. 


Establish-* 
ment of 
Madras < 
Artillery, ~ * 
1756. 

• 


Offi«rup 1756. 


AJtTILLERJ, 175^-5**. ^ 

*Du<ing\his period tRe esiablis8metd/of a company of 
Artillery waif modified under icLstructicftiB from England. 
3Pwo companies were ^Eormed^accoriingly, Aid Officers 
posted thereto# Insulations for* the management and 
superintendence of Lascars were also issued. * : 

In May 1750 the following Officers were posted to the 
companies of Artillery cin'der the new formation. 


First Company. 


Lewis DTllins '...Captain. 

B^iijanvn Godwin # ... @aptain- Lieutenant, pro- 
9 • moted from*lst Lieute- - 

# nant. * 

w 

J o lm Dick uibon ... 1st Lieutenant, promkt- 

i ed from , 1 st Lieute- 

r •* • 

nant 2nd Company. 

Will mm Jennings .. 2nd Lieutenant* promot- 

t ed from Fireworker. 


Nicholas Bon j our ... 1 
John Franiis BaiHnd \ 
.Thomas Ford ... J 


Fireworkers, promot- 
% ?d from Voluntier. 


S( com 9 * Company 

'jolin Brohier . Captain. 

Itobeit Barker ... Captain- Lieutenant, 

• , promoted from 2nd 

, % * Lieutenant 1st Com- 

« , 

pany. 

John Francis Pasehoud. 1st Lieutenant, promot- 
ed from 2nd Lieute- 
nant 2nd Company. 

John Charles Erdman. 2nd Lieutenant, promot- 
ed fiom Fireworker. 
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fireworkers, prompt- • 
...i ed from Voluntfer. . 
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Jonathan Brooke 
Lewis OouAadia? 

JoltfElfy V ' 

• - * 


CHAP. III. 


mtfer, 

Fireworker, prompted « 
from •Serjeant i/ the 
Tnyn. • * « 


Captairf Brohierwho^as* an Engineer by profession 
was sent for by Clive in 1757 to se^ in#Bengal in that 
""c&pSBfcy, and he planned and superintended tho.cofrstruc- 
tion of Fort William in 1758. #t 

The establishment and pay. of a company was^as Establish- 

.. • inenfc and 


follows 


1 Captain 

1 Captain-Lieutenfait. 
1 First* Lieutenant ... 
1 Second Lieutenant. 


•3 Lieutenant 
workers. 

3 Serjeants 
3 Corporals ... 
8 Bombardiers 
20 Gunners . . 
64.Matrosses* 

2 Drummers * 


Firc- 


£ 

200 

•100 

100 

90 

0 

0* 

0 

0 

0 


d. 

0 per annum. 
10 do , 

0 do. * 

0 do • / 

0 a day 'each. 


inent and 
Tty, 1756. 


do. 

eaclj. 

do. 

do 

do 

do. 


ThS" train wa3 tp t consist* of two >2 pounded, ton • 

6 pounders, and three 5 J inch Howitzers. » * m 

\ detachment with several Officers served in pengal services, 
from December 179U to September* 1758, when the men 1 ? 66 ~ 69 * 
and Officers were transferred^ the Bengal Establish- 

- * f 9 

ment. # 

The principal service rendered v^thin the liniits of the Defence of 
Madras Presidency by this arm during this period was George, 
at the defence of Fort St. George, and was thus described 
by the Chief Engineer in his account of the operation. 
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Casualties. 


110 HISTOEY OF|TJjE ^ADRA# ARMY. 

“ So tte •credit of our Artilleiy let it Jj>e remaned that two 
12 pound's f/om tse north* ravelift dismounted four 24 
^pouncteis oYposed to th%m ; an^ that oi 32 Jjjeces 8f cannon 

fomid on th\ enemies batteries 31 wore dWbled by our shot, 

* 1 ^ * 

•which are mauy in# re Julian we # had hurl by the enemy f 
notwithstanding our works weA) ffifila^d, plunged into, and 
taken in* reverse.” 4 

• MS • 

ThoettengtH of tlio detachments of Artillery ft 
commencement, sRd at the termination of the siege was 
as follows ; — 

Royal Artillery . 

• w 

• 12th % December 1758... 148 OfficerS*and men. 

17th Februaiy 1759.!. 117 * do, 

l • * • 

• Madras Artillery. 

l$th December *1 758... >0 Officei^and men. 

17th 'February 1759 ... 56 do. * 

Tho casutylies in flie Royal Artillery were 8 killed, 
27 wounded, find 7 dfed in Hospital ; the Company's 
Artillery lost 24 killed and 30 wounded. 
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„ ™ CHAP. in. 

. ^En^nebrs, •! 754-^. *“ 

Colonel Scofij^ho* yras app<5i^ted Chief Eri^ineer ajptd Officers. 
Commandant of^Artillery in 1751,^i<?d spon a^er his. ~ 

arrival, an*l was succeeded i* the ch&rge of the fortifica- 
tions by Captain Brohier oi* the Artillery. Thft officer 
been # sent to feengal in 1 7&T for the purpose of 
superintending the construction of Foi^ William he was 
succeeded by Mr. John Call a^«Chief % Engineer. 1 

During # the eiege of Fort Sff. George it was 
necessary to assign Military rank to the gentlemen 
serving*n the several grades of this department, in conse- 
quence of which the following order was issued : — , 

• # * . ' / 

“ Fort St . George , 24 tli December 1758 . * 

• • % , • # 

“ Tha^ the business dependent on the Engineers may bo Rc ] a< . ivo ranlc 


conducted 
ordered. 


with greater regularity and digpateh, It 


is of Oftcefs of 
Engineers, 
1758. 


“ That the CJrief Engineer, Mr. John Call, fcakes his rank 
as Captain of Infantry. * 

“ Mr. Alexander* Leigh, Engineer in Ordinary, to rank as 
Lieutenant. * 

“Lieutenant Eiser*of # H\p Majesty’s 64tli Regiment to be 
• employed Engineer Extraordinary, and to be allowed* an 
overslafr in garrison djLfy. • % 

' “ Mr/William Stevenson, and Mr. Edward Cotsford,* Practi- 
tioner Engineers, to rank as Ensigns. 

“ The above named gentlemen to be obeyed in the strictest 
manner by all persons emplojvjd on the works, and if any 
"^WWffiter absent s himself* from his 3uty, or qtberwke neglects 
it, until he is regularly dismissed by the Engineer he will be 
punished with the utmost severity for disobedience of orders.” 


During this siege three companies of Volunteer Pioneers, volunteer 
one of Europeans, and two of Natives, each consisting of °** 

two Officers, six Non-Commissioned Officers, and $4 rank „ - 
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and file, V^ere forii.ec^at Ae iRcommjndatio^of the Chief 
Engineeruor tlie purpose qf* repairing tfie works, making 
• traver^BS A: fixing pafisajltfs, #and tjoyflfrtitefciifg* counter- 
mines* It ffppear^ fj*fm*Mr. CalFs Jour&af of the siege that 
these companies we^e t)onstanrfy employed, and did very 
goSd service. In concluding Sis ao»ount of tfheir labels 


he 


says, •• tner ,c %**n without having seen any thing of 
the kThd before, and without any previous prepe&dttSlf 
of stantions or tools, were set to open the counterscarp, 
and by continued h'ard Jab or, turned a shaft, ninety-five 
lefct in >ongth under the enemy's b^tery, inhere two 
vhambers wore m^de, and loaded with ^S501bs. of • powder 
each. This work was exefeuted within a few feet of the 
fuierny, and ici sight of ftieif lodgment on the glacij. 
They sqw and dreaded, but could not interrupt it, though 
wo lost* .raaify rncnf Whoever considers the nature of 
tlio •soil, and that the shaft was carried on under the 
explosion of the cnAny's gun s,« which ev'ory day made the 
earth fall in, must allow tlrs to have been # a most labori- 
ous and ha/ardous undertaking .' ” 
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CHAP. III. 

^ Bufi^PEJI^ iNFANfRY, ^5-59. 

Considerable cn#on\^nience Tfaving been experienced # Appojptmenfc 

owing to the wa^t of Staff Officers^ tBj) Situation of Town .Major, 1755. 

* Major of Kort St. Goorg<»wiv created in January 17^5, 

and Captain Timothy Bridge was appointed thereto. 

... 'Hurinff the early part of this year Cover Ament resolved Discontinue 
® J J anco of Batta. 

to discontinue the payment of batta to «tfie troops at out- 

stations, the Commanding' Olliers alone being excepted in 

consideration c A the expenses they were supposed t& 

in entertaining Jravellers. The enforcement of 

order having caused lliuch distress at Trichinopoly, Major 

Kilpatrick then commanding at that place brought jlio 

circumstance to the notice of Government, «and at Mb 

same time forwarded the foV owing $ nco cup rent m n — 


“ Current Prices of Provisions and Necessaries in th 
Trichinopoly, 6th March 17 o 

. • 

Rico per rupee 
Ghee • clo. 

Mutton do. 

Beef do. * 

Firewood do. little bundles 
'Fish, none to ^c t had. • 

Necessaries. 

Pariar shoes, per pair 
Coarse shirts, each 

stpekings, per pair 
Gingham breeches* do. 

Bo. waistcoats, each 


Buzmr of Prices (>Y Pro. 

visions at Tri- 
* chinopoly. 

Si KHS- 

1 12 

. ** 
b 

. 10 


& 


RS. QIH 
0 2 * 


1 

9) 

1 , 
1 


2 

0 

0 

T) 


" 4 Extra expenses. 

To Washerman and barber each \ a rupee. 
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Soldiers 
unable to live 
on their pay. 


Qualified 
concession by 
Government 


Major 
Kilpatrick 
resigns 
Command of 
Trichinopoly. 
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A fie expe.&e of ea$ privavJ soldier , 




t-' 

c. 

To 1 seer of rice rt r ... 
„ 1 do ofi ri/atton, 1 fan. 

t c 

— '4 

o V° 

6 cash, 

<$ 

0 

13| 

or beef « t ' f 

0 

0 

c 

16 

<, ghee ( ... 

”, 0 

0 

8 

„ poppef', soTfl" Ac , Ac 

’ . 0 

0 

a* 

ty*' 

•O' 

0 

***' 

„ firewood 

0 

0 

8 

Which at 20 cash to the fanam is c 0 

2. 

12 


u The pay of a private scwdier is 2^ pagodas per month, or 
7*5* fanams^ so {hat at the ra»/o of 2 fanams, 12 cash per day, 
(hey must expend in i month of 30 days only, three fanams 
moi’e thiyi their pay >r provisions alone, exclusive of other 
necessaues ” o 

o 

In consequence of this representation the following 
qualified concession was made by Government on the 
17th March — 

“ As by Ins above letter, . nd the list of pi ices inclosed, it 
appears that a soldier in provisions alone must spend more 
than his pay, it is agreed to grant permission to Major 
Kilpati .ck to allow the garnson a quarter, half, three quarter*, 
or \vhuie batta ac ording to the price^qf provisions.”^ 

Before this resolution reached Trichinopoly the troops 
became so discontented as to lead Major Kilpatrick to 
apprehend an outbreak, and he therefore addressed 
Government a second timo on the 26th March in aje tter ^ 
from which the x'ollowing is an extract " 


1 Buttermilk. 

' This is at the rate of 30 fanams per pagoda. The pagoda after, 
wards in use was valued at 42 fanams, being at the rate of 12 fanams 
per rupe^>. 
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w Judge gllUblemen how umVas^ must Joe jpj situation iu 

. L : • : # /.3 a. • 


CHAP. III. 



myself my seal fo* the good of the s£rvT#e f was* not unknown 
to you, and* that you^opinfrn me as 1m Officer was sucli as 

to believe I would never have made you a remonstrance of 
nature of that my letter of the 5t?h* instant contained, 

, * • I**' 

without the most urgent necessity. The^utmost end of my 

ambition has ever been to have lb in my power to contribute 

s * * 

to the gogd of J;he service, and’t now think it my dutv t<j 
inform you that under theso difficulties I* am no l^^er ecfliaV' 
to the ^ask, and must; entreat you will ‘relieve me 9 from <t 
command where cveiy circumstauco concurs to make me dread 
tie most sinister events, flotl? to our Honorable Mastft^' 
interests, and my own character ” 

The terms of thfs remonstrance hSving been censidqred 
disrespectful, Captain Caillaud was sent to rejieve Major 
Kilpatrick in AjSril, with^nstructions to kcop^he expenses 
as low as possible, and to ^rant no allowance beyond 
that which might be absolutely necessary. • That officer 
however founTl *it impossible to make any reduction 
except in the case of the Native Troops. # 

During October an. order was issued to the effect that 
if a soldier died on oy before tho 15th day of thS month 
he should bo strucktoff the rdll at the end of that*montli, 
but that if the casualty took place after the 15th, Then the 
namg of the soldier should be continued on the roll until 
the end of the succeeding month % The pay drawn for 
* he .ijeriod after the occurrence #>f the casualty was ordered 
to be given ter the Captain of the company in order to 
meet the cost of interment. * * 

In November the Establishment of a company was 
increased from 85 of all ranks to 112, exclusive* of 
2 Serjeants, and 2 Corporals detached for employment 


Captain 

Caillaud 

relieves# 

Major 

Kilpatrick but 
is unable to 
effect any 
reduction. 


Pay 

Casualties. 


Establish*, 
menfc a 
Company 
increased* 
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CHAP. III. 


Field Bafcta. 


List of the i 
Officeis of ^ 
the Madras * 
Army, 1756. 


withthe sepoy conJto^mes.' According to tfp^trrangement 
each company was \)mpo3«f as folYws^-. 

1 Captain «. * 6 SerreajAk. 

I Lieu^enjpt 1 * 6* Corpcfrala. 

1 ft n sign* * «94 Privates 

r , 3 n f * 

3 Dru* liners. 

The pay contfiiMK* tho same as before. 

The allowance of batta when in the field Vas fiiSSTat 
the same time at tho undermentioned rates 
Commanding Officer Of th" ‘troop's in ) 

(when a Field Officer). } 6 , P^ odaft P er diem< 
A Captain "receiving batta on a sepa- 1 • 

rate command. •' } 15 rupees 

A » T jieu tenant apd Ensign or*»a s^pa* j f 
1 rate comnluiid * j * 


6 do. 


do. 


do. 


Every Captain ... ... 0 

Do. ^Lieutenant 

Do Ensign . * ... * 

Do Volunteer 

• f) ^ 

Serjeant Majors, 20 rupees per mensem. 

Corporais, Pnvates, am. 1 Drummers victualled by the 
Contractor at 4 fanams per diem 


Rupees 
per cPtem 

.. 6 

4 

. 3 

.. 2 


OiMLo 6th January 1756, Government, in order to 
settle disputes regarding rank, published the subjoined 
list of all Officers then in the service with the dates of 
their commissions. 4 
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A Ust of 

the Honorqb 


O^ittrs dmwj duty dw the Odk^tof Ohorpmandet in the Service of 
I onorqb^h^finited E%st IndijJ Contytyny, January 1756. 



•* I 

Major. J t 

J^e^Kilpatri^k ^ ... 20th July 1754. 

Captains. 

George Gardner * • 

FranoiB de Vareill|s .. 21st July>l751. 

Edmund PaSball ... 

John Henry Schaub * 

Paul PoEer DeBotten£ . 4 
Edmund Maskelyne ... . *. 

George Frederick Gaupp . 

Lewis D’lllins ... , ... • .* 

John Brohier 

John Caillaud 12th May 1753 

William Lin# ... • . 13th May 1750* 

John Howes . .. 3rd duly 1753 

William l<ee ... 4th Aug. 1753. 

Charles Campbell 
John Innis ... # .. * 

Joseph Smith ... 

James Spears «... * 

George Beaver ... 10th May 1754. 

Alexander Callender 11th May 1754. 

Timothy Bridge •... .. 17th Au^. 1754. 

Captain-fcieutenants . , 

John Stephen Bilhock ...» * 

Jjieutenants. 

H 9 

Frederiok Gurtler \ 

Alexander Peyer Imhoff ... 

Rodolph Wagner . ... 

Edward Davis . . 

BenjaJnin Godwin w ..... 

John Seaton 

Christian Fisher ’ ... f 

AOhiK^Preston * 

Arthur Nelson j» ... 

Stephen Augustus • 

Monohanin. 9 

Richard Smith ... ... 

John Perceval . 

Thomas Rumbold .... 


12th May 1753 
13th May 1750* 
3rd July 1753 
4th Aug. 1753. 


10th May 1754. 
11th May 1754. 
17th Aif b '. 1754. 


Dato of Comnys. 


What Corps. 


i 28th Sept. 1750. 

,30th Oot. 

21st Nov. 1751. 
Wth Doc. im. 

, 17th Feb. 1752. 
3rd Aug. 1752 
20th, Dec. ^ 1752. 
11th May. 1763. 
26tli June ^753 
27th Juib JL763 
17th Fob , • 1755 
16th June 1755* 
19tli Nov! 1763. 
26th M.-jch 1764. 
26th March 1754. 
22nd April 1754. 
27th Aug. 1754. 
17th Oct. 1751 
3 7th Juno 1755. 


15th Nov. 1754. 


21st Nov. 
18th Dec. 
3rd Aug. 
6th Dec. 
?lth May 
12th May 
25th June 
26th JunOj 
27th. June 
1p$ Nov. 

2nd Nov. 
5th Nov. 
19fch Nov. 


Eng. fnf., Coast. 

*Do. do. 

u do. 

Swiss Inf., do. 

•Do. Bay. 1 * 

Eng. Inf , Coast. 
Swiss Inf., do. 
•Train, do. 

!>o. do. 

Eng. Inf., do. 

Do. do. 


1751. 

Do. 

Bay. 

1752. 

Swiss Inf., 

Coast. 

1 7r,a. 

Eng. Inf,, 

do. 

1753 

Train, 

do. 

1763. 

Do. 

do. 

1763. 

Eng. Inf., 

do. 

1753. 

Do. 

dt. 

1763. 

Do. 

do. 

J753. 

Do. 

do. 

1763. 

Do. 

do. 

1753. 

Do. 

do. 

1753. 

i 

* Do. 

M t 

do. 

— fc— . 


i The Presidency of Bengal. 




• '« i * * y\* 

Date of Brevets, L D ^ e °f Oommi * r S 


Whai 


What Corps. 


Lieutenants-— (Continued). 

William Rumbold * .. 

John North 

Donald Campbell ^ 

John Fraser , 

Andrew Greig 

Robert Campbell 
Thomas Newton . . 

John Hume . 

RicharcMWa^k * . . 

Dugald Campbell • . . 

Edward Frith 

Samuel Samson 

John Reith « 

Henry Tripsacle * 

John Dickenson 

Thomas Blagg ... V. 


i» 

10th June 1754. 
11th Junt'1754, 
29th Au^. 1754. 

6th June 1755. 
7th June 1755. 
8th June 1755. 
9th June 1755. 
10th June 1755. 

fc 10th Aug. y?55. 


2<fth Nov. 1753. 
25th Marftk 1754. 
26th March 1754. 

, 27th March 1764. 
22nd April 17.54. 

1 15th Nov. 1754. 
t, '1.6th Nov. 1754. 

< 

17th Nov. ’ 1754. 
17th June 17«5. 
18th June • 1755. 
27th Oct. 1755. 


21st July 1756. 


Eng. Inf., Coast. 

Do. do. 

• Do. 

Do. do. 

Do. do. 

Do. do. 

Do. do. 

]&>. Bay. 
Do. Coast. 

Do. * do. 
Do. do. 

Do. do. 

Do. do. 

Do. do. # 

Train, do. 

En$ Inf., Bay. 


| econd-Licutenfrits. 

John Francis DcBeck 

Robert Barker 

Claud Philip Lutin 
J ohn Francis Paschoud . . 
Conrad Ziegler 

Ensigns and Fircivorkers. 

J ohn Donavan ... 4 . . . 

John r7 00 d 

John Ogilvie * ... 

John Vouga 

Fiancis Flhction * * ... 

John Claris 

George Airey ... * ... 

Daniel Frischman ... 

Bryan Scotney ... • 

Simon Hart 

Fordinand Jarger 

John Henry Mayers 

Jos&ph Darke I 

William Jennings 

David Blake ... 

Randfurlie Knox 

Robert Bannatyne 

Richard Bark 

Robert Lister • 

J ohn Charles Erdman . . . 


13th June 1754. 
14th Juno 1754 
15th June 1754, 
16th c June 1754. 
17th June J 754. 
18th June 1754. 
19th June 1754. 
20th Juno 1754. 
21st June 1764. 


21st Nov. 
7th Sfov. 
yth April 
21st July 
13th Oct. 


I 3rd Nov, ,1 753. 
4th tfov* 1753. 
6th Nov. 1753. 
7th Nov, 1753. 
24th Dec. c 1753. 
25th March 1754. 
26th March 1754. 
8th April 1754. 
22nd April 1754. 
23rd April 0 1754. 
10th June 1754. 
17th June 1754. 
18th June *1764. 
21st July 1754." 
17th N*ov. 1764. 
16th June 1755. 
17th June 1755. 
18th June 1755. 


Swiss Inf., Coast. 
Train, do. 

Swiss Inf., do. 
Train, do. 

I Swiss Inf., Bay. 


Eng. ,Inf., Coast. 


Do. 

do. 

Do. 

do. 

Bo. 

do. 

Do. - 

do, 

Do. . 

do. 

Do. 

do. 

Swiss Inf., 

do. 

Eng. Inf., 

,do. 

DA 

do. 

Swiss Inf., 

do. 

Eng. Inf,, 

do. 

Do. — ^do. 

Fireworker, do. 

Eng. Inf.. 

do. 

Do. 

do. 

Do, 

do. 

Do. 

do. 

Do* 

do. 

[Fireworker, do. 
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A List of Officers doiyg duty^ tfie Cfay 

i/of QhorolnawM, — (Contd.) 

• 

. v 

• • 

• 

J 

Date^f Brfvets. 

\ 

• 

Date of Comn*if- 
sions. 

f ♦ 

j Vftiat Corps. 

• 

Ensigns and*Fire worker 
(Continued). 

Nicholas Bonjoui ... .• 

John ‘Oyer .. » 

Charles Kerr 

Charles Todd 

Jonathan Brook ... 

William Billiot 

John Lamb^ 

Richard Geers • 

John Francis Raillaid? 
Henry Spellman 

Leonard Parrot ... 

» 

22nd Juno 1754^ 
31st Oct. 1754. 
6th Jun<§ 1755 
7th June 1755 
8th Jun3 1755 
&th JufVl755. 1 
10th Juno 1755 
1st July 1755. 
22nd July 1755. 
10th An# 1765 

% 

• 

9 

• 

21st July ’ 1756. 

' 

. ® 

13th Oct. ' 1755 

• 

Fireworker, Coast. 
Kng. Inf., do. 
Do. do. 

Do. do. 

Fireworker, do. 

| Eng. 1 nf do. 

1 £f)o. do. 

% j)o." * Bay. 

Fir^woiker, Coast 
Eng. Inf , Bay. ’ 
Swiss Inf , do. 

*) 


Ordered that the above officers, when joined with troops 
not belonging to the Coast of Clioromandel, fake rank 
according to the dates of their brevets, bat vhon doing 

« O 

duty with such oifFy belong to this coast, tl^oy are then 
to rank according to the dates of their commissions. 

(Signed) GEORGE' PIGOT 
* * and Council. 


Clive, who had been recently appointed a Lieutenant- Olive -n 

► .-r, i . . * service on the 

Colonel, Governor of. Fort St. David, and provisional West Coast. 

— , o j 

successor to Mr. Pigot, ana who was on his way to 
assume his duties, had been detained at Bombay in order 
to command the troops destined for the reduction of 
Geriah, the strongilold of the Mahratta pirates on the 
Western Coast. This circumstance may account for the 
omission of his Hame in the foregoing list. 

Early in 1757 the Swiss Companies were placed in all Swiss 
respects on the same footing as the English Infantry in 
the service of the Company, and were made subject' to 
the same Courts Martial. * 
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Volunteers 
from ELM. 
89th B$gi- 
4nent. 


Drafts from 
England. 


Pay to be 
issued by* 
instalments. 
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V I. I | 

f§the s«ne ye§r Lieutenant John 

Carnac, and $30 titan of Qolonel SflleKjJwi's Regiment, 
• (H.M.* 39th Foot), thcjfi about to retufca to 0 England, 
TOlunteered to s^rv^ tlse Company farvthree years ; each 
* Private receiving a*Bo*mty of 10 Pagodafc, and Lieutenant 
CilVnac^ being promoted to dio^ank^if Captain. 

During this » the Court of Directors advised the 
Madras** Government that drafts from* certain newly 
raised regiments^in England, to the extent of 1,100 men, 
had been granted to the;' -by H.M. Government. 

V* •ln^D<*cember, • at the recommendation of Colonel 
•Lawrence, the following order was^issaed by Government 
regarding pay, messing, <$?c. : — 

9 #u That ihe men be paid at # foi*r payments in every mon^h 
in the following proportions 


6u the* 

Lst of^he 

monfti 

• i 

... 2 

pagoda. 

fro. 

8th 

do. 

do. ... 

1 

... 2 

do.* 

Do* 

16 th 

tlo 

do. ... 

.. >» £ 

do. 

Do* 

22nd 

do. 

do. ... 

... 1 

do. 


Companies to 
be divided 
into sections. 


Messes. 


Government 

assume the 

power of 

assembling 

Courts 

Martial, 

1768. 


u That ca(»h company be divided into four divisions ; one 
Serjeant, and one Corporal, to be appointed 4o each division, 
who are to be answerable that the men appear in a soldier- 
like manner in the streets. and on parafle. * 

v And these divisions are to be divided into Messes for the* 
greatcn convenience, and regularity <5f their diet. 

“ Resolved that the above order be published, and observed 
in this garrison, and that a copy be sent to all the other settle- 
ments* and inlanct garrisons, to bo there given out and 
observed, and ordered'that it Jbo added to the book of Military 
Regulations.” f . 

On the departure of ColoneJ Adlercfon from India, 
the power of assembling General Courts Martial properly 
devolved upon Lieutenant-Colonel Lawrence who had 
succeeded to the command of the troops, but Govern- 
ment, \>eing desirous of exercising this power, resolved 
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that if the Rqjyal troops retiS|ining ^itadras .were jJUt in CHAP. in. 
orders to embfift^ontfoard the Squadron, thp authority to 
assemble # Oour^ Martial wotld^iien devolve upon* thei^- ' 
selves. The order fir embarkation # was Jicconlingly 
issued on the 10th May |J758, but # npt carried into effect. 

A few days afterwards. Captain Richard Smith, 1 w^iefi 
Ordered to serve upod a General Couiu Martial about to 
assemble at* Port St. George* refuse^ to sit thereon, 
on the ground that the proceeding abovo described was 
illegal, seeing £hat the power hj assemble Courts Martial 
was vested by th<j, Act in the Commhnder-in*Oiiief •for 
the tiAe being. # Government took no notice T>f thitf 

refusal beyond reporting it to the Court of Directors. 

• • • , , • 

• In July tents were ordered to h e furnibfyed 2 to the Tents 

Officers of each cqjnpany by Government on, tin? follow- ^ officers, 
ing scata, viz., one tent for the Captain, and *me for’the 
two Subalterns.^ The tents to last for two $e&rs, and the 

repairs to be made at the expense of tho Officers. 

• • • 

Although promotion at this period w^s generally Captain 
governed by seniority, exceptions appear to have been promoted, 
made, for when Fort St. David surrendered in June* g 
1758, Major Polier/ the only FI«ld Officer of Infantry on 
the establishment, having been taken prisoner, /Japffcain 
Caillaud, then third pp the lis*, was promoted in censfdor- 
ation ctf his abilities, and superior military qualifications. * 

In October, shortly before the commencement of the Company of 
siege of Fort St. George, the following # orders were issued Deserters, 
regarding the formation *of_ a company of foreign 
deserters. 


1 Afterwards transferred to the Bengal Establishment, and com- 
manded the 2nd Brigade of that Army at Allahabad in 1766. 

* It Is doubtful how far this order was carried out. Letters nave 
been found which shew that during the sieges of Madura in 176^-04 
many officers wore without tents, ot shelter of any kind. f 
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a^l£ 


E|MA 

Son 


“ lh ordSr # to enc^ijja^e cfesejfcon among theipiemy’s troops, 
it is ordered jbfiat tfo deserters be a separate 

• c^npauy, with Officers # vhos are cojiverflbnt* with their 
language, that they f may apjidy toHhenfc for redress upon 
occasion ; and 1 Agrdfcd, *that Captain Morfbhanin have the 
<£icfrge of the said company ^ c « * 

(Signed) GEORGE PIGO# 

and Committee.” 


“ (hmison Orrfp )*})!/ Colonel Lawrence” 

s' B 4 

1 41 u Tli foreigners who have left the Froiich ^orvice, and 

entered intlo that of the Honorable Company to be drafted 
from the companies in the , two batfalions in order to be 
forced into a company commended by Captain DcMonchanin, 
Jfnsigns Fatzan, JBon;our, and Villarete, and to be on th6 
parade at 4 p’clock this evening for that purpose. A Serjeant 
of accompany to bring the men to the parade attended with a 
roll o‘r theirm^mes ” 

It appears incidentally from certain Proceedings of 
Government dated 17th J uly 1758 that two battalions, one 
under Captain Gardner, the^ other under c Captain Maske- 
lyne, were then m existence. 

Notlmfg has been found to determine the manner or 
datG of , their formation, but it seems probable that it „ 
occurred on the> accession % of the volunteers from H.M* 
39th E^giment, and the arrival of the large draught of 
men expected from England as mentioned above. The 
first particulars discovered appear in the following 
Garrison Order by Cdlonel Lawrence, dated at Fort Si, 
George on^he 20th October 1758, in which officers were 
posted to c the several companies, * 

“ The two battalion^ having been regulated, are to consist 
of the following officers ; — 
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1st B^talion.$ 


&r. 



^diers" ) faeute^n^Elliot. 
v Do. fimitlf. 

/ Major Filler. 1 • 
1st. < Lieutenante?arro?t. (| 
{.Ensign Desplan. 

/ Captayi Sckaub. 

2nd. < Lieutenant Fletcher, 
v Ensign Bellinghfyn. 
r QjyiaiT^Innis 
3rd. < Lieutenant Hart 
v Ensign Croley. 


*/ Captain Joseph 
V Smith. • 


4th. < Flint. 

' Ensign Beaver. 
r Captain Preston. 

5th. < Lieutenant" EMvy* 
v- Ensign Deegman. 

5 Captain Donald 

Campbell. 

Lieutenant Bates. 
Ensign Vilfcret. 
Lieutenant Minns, Adjiltant. 

Mr. HopWood, Quartermaster. 

•• 


S ARMY. * i 23 

tyd BfftMjSba. • 

• j. Captayi Charles 
G»*ua/) Campbell..* 
die^s i Lieutemvit Rybson. 

* \» Dd. Blair. 

*/ Major Caillaud. j # 
1st. < Lieutenant Clarke. 

v Ensign Willson. 

• r 0| plain Pascal. 

•2nd. < Lieutenant Darke. 

v Ensign Faizan. t 

| 

I Captain t Iiieliaftl 
• Smith. * • 

Lieut. Frischman. 
Ensign Harper. * 

V Captain \3urtlcr. 

4tli. V Lieutenant* Lan^. 

* Ensign 'ft^ynn. 

' s Captahi Greig. 

5th. < Lieutenant Meyers. 
n Ensign, Phillips. 

S Captain- Lieutenant 
Bilhock. 

Lieutenant Little. 1 
Ensign Bonjour. 
Lieutenant Orton, Adjutant. 
|*Lieut. Lang* Quartermaster. 


CHAP. 1X1. 


Supernumeraries to the 1st Battalion, Captains Black and 

Wood. * » 

> 

jjlupemumeraries to the 2nd Battalion, Captnjns DeBeck 
and Ogilvie, Ensigns Fitzpatrick and Kilpatrick.” 


1 The Majors were not employed on regimental duty until Tune 
1760, when an officer of that grade was appointed to command ’each 
battalion. . ♦ 
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B*fch battaliqns'a^rted’ thfeughoui the %ege of Fort 
St. George. Their strength? was as ^hcwi^below - 

. IstlSattalion, 625 ) jTon.-£/on»missioned Ofticers*and Pri- 
wnd do. 572 ) vates. * * * 

• .*•• • 

The casualties of both battalions dtfring the siege 

yfetp — * % * « • 

Killed ^**11 Officers, 134 Non-Commissioned, rank 

• *and file. 

Wounded f 10 do 82 do do. 

Died ... 1 dcir I*" 7 do. do. 

' ' Taken prisoners 3 do. 110 do ^do. 

r Aboirt the end of 1758 a letter was loceived from the 
Court of Directors on tho subject of the distribution of 
pjfze-mon<?y, if which it was ' lotified that His Majesty 
had, by t letters patent, granted to the Company, with 
certain exceptions, a'l plunder or booty taken by their 
troops by ^ea, or land, also all territories taken by 
conquest, ait l that tfie Court h H tmisented to give up 
half of all such plunder to thf) troops, with £he exception 
of cannon, ammunition, and military stores. 
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CHAP. in. 

•NlirBsf Infancy, 1755-59. . 

• 0 % ’ X. ^ 

Prom a general idus^eij|roll o? the troops at Tricbf Establish- 
nopoly taken in July 1755, it apppafa “bhafr the average company 
establishment of a jompafiy sepoys then consisted „of 1755. 

1 Subadar, 3 or 4 Jemadars.il or 12 Havildars, the 
same ‘number of Naiguos, and 104 Privates/ but no order 
prescribing the strength of a company has been found 
previous to one of November 1^5, in which the establish- 
ment was Subadar, 4 Jemadars, 8 Havildars; ^ 

8 Naigues, 2 Colqjhrmen, 84 Privates, 2 Tom-tom men, 

1 Trumpeter, and one conicopoly or writer. Their pay "" 


Pay and Field 
Batta. 


European Sdrjeants when Commanding companies of 
sepoys wpre granted an extra allowance of 20 ^rupees 
month. The rates of pay and bat to for the Colourmen -» 
and others are not mentioned in the order. * 

It was also directed? that the Officers Commanding the Monthly L 
several garrisons should muster the sepoys once overy Ausfcers - 
rnoutfi, and that in event of their finding any rnen unfit 
for the service, the/ should immediately order them to 
be discharged. <i 

. In January 1756 the following order was issued promotion 
regarding the promotion of Native Officers : — Offio©rs V 1760 

“And to prevent the abuses which we have reason to 


and field batta 

was fixed %t the 

same time as givpn 

below : — 

Pay per mensem. 

* 

Batta ^er ifjt m. 

Subadar 

4ft 

... Rs 60 

Pailams 1 8 
* * 

Jemadar 

... „ 16 

»» , 4 

Havildar 

io 

>>\ 2 

Naigue % 

•*- » . ® 

.» 2 

Sepoy 

» 6 

»' 2 


1 12 fanamB ~ 1 rupee. 
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CHAP. -III. belike h^ve b # een p^rlctised in filling up tlj^p vacancies of 
“ Sepoy Officers, It is ordered y?at the <St#ico$>olie8 do make out 
• jjolls # of the compani^ accprd jpg to rank Ad seniority, and 
that a^l vacancies be filled by Ac eiexi? in # succession, unless 
the Governor, 1 DepuAy Governor, # or Chief («by whom only the 
appointments are to* be ma^e) 1 shalloon enqitiry find a 
sufficiertt objection against such person. ” 


Sepoys to 
wear Woollen 
clothing 


9 


The Gover- 
nor under- 
takes to 
manage the 
clothing. c 


During A]5ril Government determined to dress the 
sepoys in broadfcloth, jDartly to give them a better 
appearance, and partly tcjjget rid of surplus cloth. The* 
following^ order wr 4 s issued on the 

. “ The President acquaints the Board ^hat there «being a 

great number of sopoys in thh Company’s pay, it had occurred 
tochim thaf/ if they could be prevailed on to wear an uniform 
of Europe Cloth, it would serve at once to give them a more 
martial nppfiamnce, a*id take <fiF a considerable quantity of 
woollen gotfds : that he had therefore used his endeavours to 
introduce tfiat cloathing amongst them '^hout compulsion, 
and has the pleasure to acquaint the Board that he has in a 
great measure* succeeded, ancl the better to* establish the 
custom, he offers to undertake the management of the cloathing 
himself, and for that purpose desires that an order may now 
pass to tl*3 Import Warehouse-keeper to issue such* quantities 
of cloth from time to time as he Alirfll find necessary, which 
is now ordered accordingly ; and further that the Import 
Warehouse-keeper open a hcacl in his b86ks of sepoys’ cloathing 
to be detited for all cloth issued, at 15 per cent, on the invoice 
price, and credited from time to time as the produce of the 
cloathing is paid in. ” a 1 


Colourmento It appears from the correspondence of Government 
for promo- Officer f Commanding at # Trichiri5poly about thifr 

tion * time, tba*t the pay qf the Colourmen was ordered to be 

reduced from 8 to 6 rupees a month, in compensation for 
which, they were to be considered as first for promotion 
to the r^nk of Naigue. 
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In January 4757 a # Payma^er of feqpoys was.appoiiffced, CHAP, in. 
and the following in Aructions issued for his guidance p ftyr [J^ r 0 f 

“ That the Sutmdars of the Sepoys to deliver him monthl/*® 61 ^ 1757t 
the rolls or abstract* of their respective c<tmpani#s, montfoning 
Opposite to # each man’s na^e what c^st he is of, and how 
long he has been in tffe service/ The Paymaster is tp ca£s^ 
these rolls to be entered *in a book, to musu^the mcn^hathe 
may see the rolls are just, and to jpay them himsc^Jarawing 
upon the Commissary for the mongy. / 

“ That the conicopolies c it thoi^epoy c % omymiies be subject 
to the orders Ct 1 *£aymaster, and bnn^nim a dtyly repgrt* 
of the death or desertion of any man, and ajl other casvalties, ( 
which he is to note immediately in his book of rolls, and to 
make his next payments accojdmgly. # # # 

“ That when any sepoy is entered, or#any prorrtotion made 
with the approbation of the •Governor, the Qloverjfor will 
signify «uoh his approbation to the Paymaster, owl* order the’ 
man to be presented +o him, at which t ; mo the •Paymaster is 
to enter his name in his "book of rolls, and h\s pay is to 
commence from # that day if it b£ the first day bf the month, 
if not, from the fir^t day of the month ensuing. % 

“That opposite to every man’s* name in the book of rolls be 
placed a number which shall answer to the number# marked * 
upon his firelock, and when^ny vacancies happen, the person 
who fills ft*up shall succeed to the same number and fiifelock.” 

On the 4th December 1758 Government resolved to Formation 
f&rm the sepoys at Madras, and in the neighbouring ^attSms 
* garrisons, into four battalions with a European Subaltern 1758, 
to each, and a Captain to (jommand the whole. Tho 
advance of the French prevented the completion of this 
measure, but two 1 battalions were formed and placed 
under the command of Lieutenant Charles Tod, who on 


1 One of these is represented by the 1st Regiment Native Infant fy 
The other was transferred to the Northern Ciroars in 1769, and reduced 
in 1785. 
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assigning* change ei*rly in Jjmuary^ 1759 jl*ring the siege 
of Fort St. George reported that flfb Arigs ^nd Ammu- 
'nition # of the men w5re*fti ^ry bad <jrdfr, and that the 
officers were 4 ignora*it hi th£ir duly. Nevertheless, they 
did good service during the deduce, both as Pjpneers, and 
In ftther ways, and they had ^ fair proportion of casualties, 
viz., 105 killycfflhd 217 wounded.* 

During lie pqpiod above referred to the sepoys were 
still undisciplined and uifable to manoeuvre in the field, 
•but they behaved frell on several occasioas^ £or example, 
at^oho defence of the Pagoda at Conje^eram in June 1757 
' where two companies, uiyior Serjeant Lambertson, beat 
off a detachment under Monsieur Saubinet, composed of 
€00 Euro|Vjaiis, 500 % Sepoys, and 2 field-pieces, also in the 
south hndfu^ Mahojpud Yufluff against the Poly gars o£ 
' TnmeveHy, and in the action at the southern ei^. of the 
pass at Nut turn in# November 1757jjvl j *ro Hyder was 
beaten and forced to retreat by "that officer. 
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eH^PTTER ‘IV*. • 

• • • 

FROM THE %AISTNG«OF tSe JlEGE OF FORT ST GEORGE* 
IN FEBRUARY 1759, TO TflE COMPLETTCg* OF THE CON- 
QUEST OF THE FRENCH SETTLEMENTS IN APRI^CTGl. 


Immediately a^er tlie retreaff of La}y?/trc>m Fort St.# ^HAP iv 
George, preparau^^woro made for recovering pfessessiftn Major ^ 
of the districts tavern by the French. Colonel Lawrence command^* 
having returned to England^ in April, and Lieutenant- 
G«plonel Draper befog too fll to accent command of tin* 
army, it devolved ^ipon Major Brereton, wbilo* Major 

Caillaud succeeded to the distinct command of tlie % 

« 

Company’s troops. # , • # 

On the 19th "April''*’ Colonel Forde’s report of the Stoimof 

Maaunp itam 

capture of Maswlipatam, of wlfich the folio whig is a copy, 

was received at Madras : — % 

• ^ 

“ Gentlemen,— On the night between the 7th and 8th instant 
I attacked JHasulipatajn, and after a very sharp convict, had 
the good fortune to get •possession* of it. I have taken near 
t50b*B«r(]p?an prisoners u one bun cl rod of which are tfficgrs, 
civilians, and ship people, the remainder are*" soldiers : my 
whole force consisted of 315 1 rank and file, 30 of which 
.were volunteer seamen belonging to the Hardimch * , 21 of 
my people are killed aid 60 wounded, ^nd one seaman kill* d 
and five wounded * 

“ I am of opinioj this place should be keptein our hands as 
it -is by far the strongest situation in JAdia. My 1.500 2 


1 Represented by H.M. 101st Foot or Royal Bengal Fusiliers. • 

2 Not represented. The Bengal Regiments were disbanded after 
the mutiny} the Madras Sepoys were independent companies -lot 
regimented. 

VOL. I. 


17 
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THE MADRAS -ARlfS 


CHAP* IV. sepSys behave^ wey ; with <jne-half <*f them I made a false 
attack, and jjoited the othe^ with t&af Europeans at the real 
• %pttadk ; they mounfceS^ the t rai^ parts with the Europeans, and 
•behaved with great humanity # aftercthey hid got in. I have 
lost great numbers of them both at the false and real attack. 
r Captain Kallender is hmong tjhe $ain, ap is Moideen Beg, 1 my 
Commandant of Sepoys 

(Signed) FRANCIS FORDB.” 


I osa of 
Thiaghnr 


Amvalof 
part of 
l« oto*s 

ltegiment 


Kopul39 at 
Wan di wash* 


In the m^nth of July the Fort at Thiaghnr capitu- 
i lated to the Fre* Q under Viscount Fum^l after a gallant 
defence oy Serjeant-Major Hunt errp®jr^r^ t three com- 
panies of sepoys. u 

The town was invested o^ the 14th, and Hunterman in 
attempting to defend it lost nearly a third of his men 
before v he*, could effect his „ retreat into the fort* The 
‘ enemy suffered more severely, having lost 30 Euyppeans, 
and 200 Sepoys, killed and wounded. Hunterman, 
having expended most of his ammunition, surrendered 
on honorable terms, and tue detachment® was permitted 
to march off on the 25th with every thing belonging to 
it except the guns. Hunterman received a commission 
in rowaid for his gallantry. 

7n September about 300 2 men of Colonel Coote*s retri- 
meat L'udod nf Madras, and Major Breretontook advantage 
of thh reinforcemont to attempt the capture of Wandi- 
wash, but was repulsed with considerable loss. Govern** 
raent on receiving tho report of this disaster came io the 
following resolution . — 

“ The Board have often times cautioned Major Brereton 
against attacking the enemy in strong posts, as our forge is 
not sufficiently superior to admit of our running snob risquee, 


1 This name appears in a roll of Madras Subadarg serving With 
Clive in ^Bengal in June 1757. 

* H.M. 84th Foot— reduoed some time before 1775, 
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1 * # 

although we hr%e no miction meetiifg thqra on terms of CHAP IV 
equality, and the Board think if their duty on *tliis occasion 

* / ♦ 0' m $ m • 'JP* 

to enforce that pdinteto his serious Coifcideration. 

“ Ordered that a letter to Major* Brlre ton l#e accorSingly 
wrote and dispatched.” 

“ To Cholmondely Brereton, Esq , 

Commander-in-Chief oi fliu 
I^and Forces < 

“ Sir, , 

“ The President has laid before* us your letj*?r to him of the 
30th September, *^ f ai*iiig the account^ the attack 1 m|do 1 
that moiping on th£pottah of Waudiwash, and that ouistroops 
after having taken post there, wt*re obliged to quit it again 
with the loss of twelve office^, fund one hundred a^d ninetf- 
fiVe men, killed, wounded, and missing.* We art 0 extremely 
glad our loss is not greater, ast wo thin^ our sapef iowty over^ 
the enaaiy is not sufficient to attack them in Forts - or strong 
Posts, although have no objection* to meeting them on 
terms of equality. So mucli caution wc think it necessary 
again to recommend to you, andVemain with great esteem. 

(Signed) # GEOKGE PIGOT, 

and Council.” < 


On the 27th October 8olonel*Coote arrived with the Arnfdioi 
'remainder of his regimqnt, and assumed command 1 of ibe ° # 

to my* . . 

On the 2ltd November Major Caillaud sailed for Caillaud 
<!alcttfta, having been selected by Cliv^ to succeed him Bengal.* 
in command of the tAops in Bengal.* Caillaud took with 
him a detachment of 200 Europeans; and 9 officers. 

At daybreak da the # 22nd 2 November the French, Loss of 
under * Monsieur Crillon, consisting^ of 900 European Serm ® haru 


4 Ome fays that Major Brereton made this attack in the bope,of • 
Winng<hstin(^n before the arrival of Coote, then shortly expected* j 
, 4 This i$ taken titm the report of Captain Joseph Smith eom halting * 
at Triohinop oly. Omf says the 21*1 
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SUC008«»08 Of 
the English, 
1750-61. 


chap iv. Infantry, and Jtboufr 1,000 sepoys, ^ssaulbrd Seringham, 
~~ ^ind parried it after tm obstftiate resistance^. * The garrison 
was composed of three •companies of* sepoys and a party 
of cotleries. • Onto # fiojn£any*was entirely destroyed, and 
thp other two suffered consi^leiibly. # 

FroA this time the tide turned steadily in favor of the 
English/ and'bO continued until April 1761, ^rhen the war 
was brought to<"a termination by the surrender of the 
forts at Ginjue, then tlia last, remaining possessions of 
p Vhe French in Scfo 'hern India. 

Colonel Coote, joined the army at* Conjeveram on the 
21st November 1759, and Immediately commenced active 
operation#. The fort at Waiidiwash, was taken on the 
29th, and fliat at Cdrangooly on the 10th December. 

^*On tfie t# 22nd January l/oo Coote* defeated Lally at 
Wandiwash.^ In his^roport to Government he mentioned 
the strength of his own army-rTs having been 1,500 1 
Europeans, a»d 3,500 natives, and he estimated that of 
the enemy dt 2,500 Europeans, and about 9,000 natives. 

^ The victory was decisive, the enemy having been driven 
r off the afield with the loss of 230 J2uropoans u killed, or 
mortally woundod, ana 160 prisoners, amongst whom 
were brigadier- General Bussy, and twelve other officers. 
Twenty-four guns, and eleven fftmbrils were, taken, 
besides a quantity of tents, stores, and baggtge. 

The loss of tha English was almost entirely confined “ 
to the European trodps, as the natives took little part in 
the actiorP. . h 


Battle at 

Wandivtask, 

1760 


1 Orme gives the following numbers : — 

f nglish — 1,900 Europeans, of whom 80 were cavalry, 2,100 sepoys, 
1,250 black horse. 

French — 800 European cavalry— “Regiment Of L6 rraine 400— 
Battalion of India 700 — Lally’s Regiment 400— Marines 8^ 



133 


^HISTORY OF THE JtADRAS aImY. 

• # 

Tito fallowing ar^tjio particulars of the*cas.ualties # : — CHAP i v 

Draper’s Bf»gftnent (old 79fc&), 17^killed, 06 wounded. 

Qoote's ’ a (old 8Jfch), # • \C do. 36 dt>. 

1st and 2nd Madras feattaflons, £6 • d<*. ]fi * do? 

• 0 • 

The Wai^t of medical frfteydance and hospital comforts Want of 
was much felt ou ttis occasion. Ooote writing from^he attendance 
field .on the 24th or 25th January gav% Jhe ft^fowing 
description of* the condition of the wo^ude(^£-“ Really 
the scene is now dreadful to«ee. Suchya multitude of « 
poor objects, and not in my power to y : <?o them the least # 
assistance for wsitfof every oneTa?cessary rotjuisit^for 
an hospital. I makemo doufyt upon this representation 
you will do everything humanity can direct. If it is 
possible to send * Surgeons and p/oper* people frifti 
Madras to attend fc^e wounded hero who are very numerous, 
you may by that means save the lives of many gallant 
men, several of whom have not keen dressed since the 
day of action. As I shall be obliged to carry away some 

Surgeons out\)f the few, nuihbers must lo4e their lives.” 

% 

The Forts aj; "Chitfcapet, Tynery, and Arcot wore taken Recover of 
on the 29th January, 1st and 16fch February respectively/^ ^he^piau^ 
and the 'Island of* Serjngham t was abandoned by the 
HPfamjh^ga-rrison about the same time. , • 

Colonel Coote lining reltased Gene* 1 lius>*y oif his Dispute • 
parole* immediately after the battle at Wandiwcjsh, the 
Government disapproved of the indulgence, and directed 
thaiThe should be t recalled and sent Ho Madras. They 
also remarked that two of the prisoners, viz., Captains 
Kearney and Dqpuis, had been in arms ip breach of the 
terms of the Cartel for the exchange* and ransom of 
prisoners, inasmuch as they had been taken on a previous 
occasion, and had neither paid their ransom, nor been 
regularly exchanged. , f 

Colonel Copte, in compliance with this order, requested 
• „ » 
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OHAP iv. Lally* to send back the prisoners, wji^h he refused to 4<b 
~~ on th% ground that hg was prepared to pajr«their ransom 
'Th accordance with th^tetms Sf the Cattelf The Govern- 
ment * f Madras rejfligd to the effect th%t the Cartel had 
been violated by Lally wh<| hid ordered nearly twenty 
ol£cers,«then on parole, to serve during the late action, 
none $rhom liad either paid tlieir ransom or -been 
exchangedS^In tfco month of March Bussy gave himself 
« up to Coote cC his own accord^ and then offered to pay 
^his ransom, wlmfy'Coote declined to accept because of 
theMolatibn of the Cartel. It appoarsS|rom a letter from 
"Colonef Cooto to* General* Lally, dated, Camp before 
Pondicherry, 15th January*! 761, that the dispute was 
sW?l undecked at the time of *the caplure of that place; 
inasmuch as Coote refused on f that ground to consider the 
french troaps as prisoners of war under the terms the 


Capture of 
Peimdcoil 


said Cartel; but required them to surrender at discretion. 

# • ^ 

On the 5 th March the rock fort at Permacoil surren- 
dered after a defence of five days. The following extracts 


are from Colonel Coote’s report to Government 


«• “ The situation of this place is of such a nature that I may 
venture to say with 50 Faropeanf, .and two companies of 
sepoys I 4 could defend it for twelve months against ^gyjwrmy* 
* thaC*could 1 ''Jight against* it, and make use of Colonel 
« O’Kenntsly’s own expression, nothing but devils or nionkeys 
could take it. We had the ladders upon the men’s shoulders 
to put against the walls when he surrendered. We todk in 
the Fort Colonel O’Kennely, 1 cSurgeon, 15 picked European 
Gunners, Coffrees, and &bout 100 Sepoys with 20 pieces 
of cannon/ 


“ During the siege I had Ensign Blakeney killed, And three 
Europeans. I was wounded myself, and Captain Adams, my 
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Tne town Captnre of 
, , , , Karica), and 

that place other plaoo*. 


/histcSt of jm madbIs a^ky. 

Aid-de-Camp, 1 Ensign Carty, *12 Europeans, anc^ one CHAf TV. 
Volunteer. Ofc^the (apoya one Snbadar, two Jemadars, and 
40 killed, And ^»ar 70 wonndj<f. , Th<* good behavioiy*of th» » 
sepoys Was more reiSarlgible than an/ thing I cotjld conceive. • 

I have ordered a gbld medal to be'maclp tor Bulwan Sing, a 
Commandant of Sepoys, who l#d the attack the night we took 

possession of the hill ” 

*■ • • 

Alamparua was taken on the 12th March. 

at Karical on the 29th idem, and the fort ri 

on thb 6th April. # . # 

This was aft imj^taat capture . t ^55 guns and O* 

mortar^ were f<jilid in the tort, besides a number of 

small arms, and a quantity of* stores and ammunition. 

During the same month* the undermentioned places , 

were taken, viz., Villapooram, Valdo^e, Chillurabrum, and 

Yirdachellum. \ • # , * / 

During July a body of Mysore troops came to the Mysore troops 

assistance of the French, in consequence of which a caraatic? 

diversion into the Mysore # territories was made from 

Madura and Trichinopoly. Mahomed Yusyff advanced 

towards Dindigul from the fermer place, and took several 

small forts, and about the middle of August, Captairt, 

Richard Smith left Tirchinop*1y with a detachment m 

‘T&olkposad of 60 Europeans, 700 sepoys, 600 native hbrse, Surrender of 

and J ,000 peons. With this force he Caroor <Saroor * • 

which surrendered on the 2nd September. * * 

- When the army came before Pondicherry the French Siege and 

had lost every other place of consequence in the south PondiSierry, 

with the exception of the Forts at Ginjee and Thiaghur, 1760-61. 

two places of great strength, and tolerably well garrisoned. 

The former is about 40 fniles north- west', and £he latter 


1 Thi^.mnst have been an acting appointment while in the field. 
The #t<$. situation of Aid-de-Camp was not created at Madras until 
W«r.r . " » V 
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CHA$ IV. about 60 •milqs sojith-west of Pondicherry. At first 
efforts were m&de to reduc^ the enehiy by ^blockade, and 
with ^tbia view detftjkjJente were Qosifd to* intercept 
supples from^Thiag^ur # and tGinjSe, bjit the place was 
not completely invdkt^d until tho capture of the fort at 
ri> VlWianoor 1 about the middle tf July. On the 9th Septem- 
ber^ 2 ^jst of tho«outworks in the boundary hedge were 
attacked^\nd*camed, viz., the village o£ ©ulgarry and 
the Valdore\nd tMlanoor redoubts. 

The enemy \bandoned Vho fort of Ariancoopum on 
•tTie^l3th, # on the ^ 1 v »uut v/J;he same name in 

the boundary hedge was taken, and few days after- 
wards the redoubt in the northern boundary hedge, 
krjpwn as 4lie Madras redofibfc, was also captured. In 
November preparations were made for a regular attack, 
j&aiteries were opeiftd on tfie 8th l^ecember, and the 
enenjy surrendered at discretion on the evening of the 
15th January 17G1. Vive hundred pieceS of cannon,' one 
hundred mortars and howitzers, besides a lsirge quantity 
of arms, ammunition, and stores, were found in the place. 
The number of European treops in the garrison was 2,072. 

Demolition of* The Government sometime •previously had sent 

the toihfua- t f • * 

nons • out instructions to Lally directing- him to destroy the 
fortifications of any maritime settlement taken *ffbm the 
English, ancf prohibiting him from* admitting any such 
settlement to ransom, also ordering that all English 
officers, soldiers, o # r sailors, who might be taken prisoner 
should be sent to the Island of Bo'urbon, there to be 
regularly exchanged, mar* for man, but not to be admit- 
ted to ransom/ These instructions having been inter* 
cepted, the Madras Government retaliated by ordering 
the demolition of the fortifications and public buildings 


1 About five miles we§t of Pondicherry. 
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at Pondicherr£ % and sending the officers and sol&iers chap. iv. 
to England. , • • • t ~~ 

The fort at %hiafjhur suAendbiyd to Major Preston Surrender of 
early in February after a blockade* of sixty -five Tlays, Giujeo. UF *** 
and the wnf was brought f t;o ^n end # by the surrender of 
Ginjee on the 5th April, to a 4 detachment of eight o<& *’ r 

panie.s of sepoys under Captain Stephen fln;ith. 

During this* campaign a niynber of t *he officers taken Officers rf 
were evidently either Irish, «>r of Irish descent, for scotch 
example, Bufcle^, Creagli'jnritskilling* Geohug.in, Hen* ^ving under 
negan, Heguerty* l^earney, ivvilj, ^ lJonnel, O' Ken irfiy, Lally. 
Mahony, Murphy, Plunkett, ajid Walsh*. The names of 
Kennedy, Macdonald, and IJacgregor also aj>pear on the 
rolls. The forts ht GinjSe when captured # \vero c»mV 
rnanded by a Captain of th (4 name last mention* <k 


VO*, I, 


18 
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Europoah 

Cavalry, 

1759-61. 


r 

Native 

Cavalry, 

17 r 9 - 61 . 


* Europban^av^lry, 1759-^1*. • 

In<Dctol»e^ 1 7 5 f 9 jrci ers w'*re isaued directing that the 
European Cavalry Should be^ ai^mented*to 100 privates 
4jjJdrafts from tho Efattaliojs of Infantry, and that two 
troo^of 50 privates each should be formed, but there 
is nothing to show that this order was carsidfl into effect 
at that time. A? tho baltlo of Wandiwash in January 
1700, an occasion of sucsh moment that it is to be 
presumed all the efr^lrv in i W o^iice must have been 
present, the number only amounted *W 80, inclusive of 
Captain Do Beck's troop of* foreign deserters which may 
ty*estimafeed, with reference'’ to a return for the month 
of November 1 750, at about 45 of all ranks. There is 
s-very rehson to believe that the troop r of English Cavalry 
during this period never exceeded 40 men. * 


< Naii\e Cavamiy, 1750-61. 

* i 

Tho Native llorse in tho Company's service at thjp # 
, Hu*'* was £til] quite undisciplined. In May *1^59 the 

, numbe’ 1 was about 900, but was reduced during that 
month to 700 which was then fixed as the establishment. 
They seem to have been of no service during the^Var"" 
except as forager*, and in tl o way of laying waste the 
enemy's country. 

A considerate body was present at the battle of 
Wandiwash and betted ill. 
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CHAP. IV. 


Artillery^ ^ # 

No alteration was made in tiiis brafnjh durii^ this period pay of Lieut, 
beyond an addition to thg my of th& Lieutenant Fire- 
workers wBich was# raisecl frgm three shillings to thrfco'^GQ. , 
shillings and eight pence per diem. * ^ 

In Marct 1760 the establishment of^ Native Officers Native 
attached to Gun Lascars was fi^ed at one Tindal to each Lasclu's 
gun, and one Syrang to* eveity two guns ; the Officer 
Commanding the A^ifory 1 r opinion that iho 9 

Lascars* would not cto # their duty satisfactorily uifiess so 
supervised. 


w Engineers, 1759-331 

The Officers of Engineers ^uring the period were — 
Captain John Call, Chief Engineer % 

Captain Alew&tnder Leigh, Sub-Director 
Gaptain-Lieut. William Stevenson, Engineer in Ordinary. • 
Lieutenant Edmond ^Cgtaford, Sub- Engineer, * 

• Captain Call was present at the sieges of Karical tmd 

Pondicherry. r * • * 

* The names of the subordinate officers engaged have • 
not been ascertained. 
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CHAP. IV. 

• • % 

European % Inf4ntry, l ^59-^1. • 

Officers of the IifAug&si 1769«thg Moiras ^j-ovQrnment addressed 

India Com. the Court of Directors regaling the disadvantage under 

ed 'against '•njjph Jboir officers lay in Ifting supAseded by all of the 

supersession, sanic^ grade # in # the Royal Army/ and they brought to 

notice the fact; tjiat Brevets were granted* to officers. 

in the service of the French East India Company in 

prder to protect them froMi silpersession by officers of 

thd'r Royal Army. > - ^Eesent&tion was not followed 

^ by an^ favorable'result. , * 

Detachment Early in November 1759 the undermentioned defcach- 
for service, in . € • . _ . 

Bengal. client of MadVas European Fafantry' sailed with Major 

Caillaud f$r service in Bengal, viz., 200 men, of whom 

"25 1 * * * belonged" to the* French Company. 

The following are«the details : — 

Grenadier Company — (Jap tain Hart, Lieuts. Blair and 
Hoopei'. 9 • 

Major Caillaud’s Company — Lieuts. L^ng and Hamilton, 
and Ensign Vaughan.* 

Captain Hart’s lato Company — Captain Bljike, Lieut. 
Bellingham, and Ensign Sfables. 

Formation of r T u F c |^ ruar y 1 7G0 a party of priced men was Elected 
of French, # from [ho French Company, and placed under tbe com- 
178a mand of Ensign Rodolph Marchand. The objeot of this 

will be best explained by Colonel Coote's own word*-. — * ~ 
“ As our French Cofnpany y? hioreasing daily, and I want 
to save ou* peoplo as much as i can by their means, I have 
formed ijhe following scheme, which is tt> make the best of 


1 These particulars are taken from the order of the day. 

Ensign Stables was transferred to the Bengal establishment, and pos- 

sibly some others of the junior officers. The seniors, such as Caillaud 

and Hart, all returned to their own Presidency. 
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their Serjeants an Officer, and to pick pnt fifty men who I 
intend calling and ijho are alw ays to be ready 

upon any partici^ar ^ttack whgre l^tnay expect to losejnen.” 

In June 1760, Q-oveAmerfL with tfie*vie^ erf improv- 
ing the discipline of thei^ IJaropean Infantry, which up 
to that time had beto commanded by Captains, appointed 4 
a Field Officer to each battalion. The Officers seL*5ted 
were Captain • Joseph Smith who had become Senior 
Office? of the Company's troops # on the departure of Major 
Cailland, and Captain Atjhilltfa Prestpn, botli of whom 
were promoted to the TSCTTk^/ MVnnr, These promotions 
drew fofrth a tftroi!g % remonstrance from* the Captifins of 
H.M’s. 79th and 81th Regiments who protested against 
them, but Government maintained the legality of tho|j 
proceedings. 


CHAP* IV. 


Field bffioer?" 
appointed to 
the Batta* 
lions. 
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CHAP.. IV. 


HISTORY OP THE 


|.y>EA8 &RVY. 


Formation of 
Battalions, 
17597 


Recommend- 
ations of the 
Committee^. 


Establish- 

ment. 


Native* Infanjry, J 755-61 . 

^ * • 

The formation oF the Sepjy Companies into Battalions, 
Aich |iad been interruptedly the advance of the French, 
was^esumed^ during 1759, and in September of that year 
the following arrangements and regulations recommended 
by a Committee composed of Colonel Lawrence and 
Messrs. Bourchier /ind PylVas, tfere generally approved of 
byiQovernment. 

“ For the better order ancj discipline of the body of sepoys 
in the Honorable Company’s service, it is proposed that they 
#*iould be ^ut Cm the following Establishment and under the 
following Regulations : — ^ ^ 

“ Thai Ijpdy to be formed into battalions. Each batj^lion 
to consist of nine companies, one of which is to be called the 
Grenadier Company, and to be distinguished by their 
colours. , 


“ The establishment of each company to consist of — 

1 Subidar. 

2 Jemidars. 

6 HavildarsC 
G Naiguos. 

1 Trumpeter. 

2 Tom-Toms. 

2 Colourmeu. 

1 Vaiuveel. 

1 Puc k» 11. 

4 9:1 private sepoys. 

Total 1 1 5 

J 

i' Two linguists, an$ live armourers to be included in the 
establishment of each battalion. The linguists to receive 


Thus*Jn each company there 
will be one huudred men 
► on private sepoy’s pay, and 
fifteen officers, their 
as usual. ^ 

c 

/ 
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* , 9 

each the pay of t\yo p^vgte sepoys. Eafeh armourer thjf pay CHIP. IV. 

ei one. Thus # im the sepoys* im IJs one man for company 

must be enfered Vm Aie roll tfb cotitin # gent men, whole pay 1 
will defray the abo v # em e ift ion e dh e x p en e ee • # • ^ 

* “ Two Subalterns, three ^crjkin t- M«i j <?rs, and ono Black 
Commandant (who is to be undqp the orders of the Commfc- • 
sioned Officers) to be appointed to the care o£ each battahon ; 
and two Captains to have the charge and inspection of the 
whole, one of which is to reside hi his tuAi at Madras, the 
other in the field, or at tl;e heipf-quarters of such depart- K 

ments where the greatest number of sepoys may be. • # 

£ 

“The number of*#epoy b/fttalions proposed to be kept, and Distribution, 
the different departments to whiCh they are to bo fixed, are — 

as follows ■ • f 

• # # * « 

To Trichinopoly and its dependencies .. 2 Bfittalmns. 

To Madras anJU its dependencies^ in , m i 
which are included — St. Thome, • 

The Mount, Poonamalle ... * ... 

To Chiriglepufc and its dependence s — 

Covelorfg, Triehieonum* Salewauk. T Battalion. 

To Conjeveram and its dependencies — * 

Tripermadore, Tnpasoie, Tnpnti, 

Masslowauk 0 


2 ‘Battalions. 


Total 


2 Battalions. 

7 Bat tali orA, 
— . * 

t>,o00 Private men. 

915 Officers. 


Number ... ?,245 


/ 


Colours. 


*4 • • 

“It is proposed # that the battalions shoi^Jd be clothed, Unifoim and 
numbered! and distinguished also by the# coloufs. The 
following are the distinctions proposed 

No. 1. First Battalion. Clothing red with blue facing^ ; 

Colours blue. The Grenadier Company with a red 
cross in their Colours. 
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Allowances 
to officers. 


4 


Clothing. 
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No. |2. Second*Batthlion. Clothingr^i wi#i yellow facings ; 
Cofcrars yellow. t Ihe Grenadier •Cpmoanv with a 
p red cross. 

No'.*0. Thtm Battalion. f Clc^hing # red jvith green facings; 

Colours green. T|e grenadier* Company with a 
red cross. # • 

- • 

No. 4. Fourth Jiattalion. Clothing red with black facings ; 

Colours black. The Grenadier Qulipany with a 
red rroA. * 

No. 5. Fifth Battalion. *Qiothivg red ; Colours red. The 
1 ^ Grenadier Company witt^a white tiross. 

No. 6 k Sixth Battalion. Clothing .petyow, facings red ; 

Colours red and yellow striped diagonally. The 
grenadier Company three parallel stripes, red, 
yellow, an(J red. # # 

No. 7.*S.wenth Battalion. /Clothing ^£reen, facings red; 

Colours red and green striped diagonall y, _ The 
• Grynadier /Company three parallel stripes, red, 
grdbn, and red. % 

“ As it is necessary that tl?e officers appointed for this duty 
should havl some extraordinary allowance^ for their trouble, 
the fund out of which this is to arise will beVrom the clothing, 
towards, which each private sepoy is to pay lialffi rupee per 
month. The officers in }>rnportitfn \o their pay. 

Out of this fund the allowance io the European Officers is 
to be^to oa(*b Captain 2,000 rupees per annum, to each Sub- 
altern 500. The Serjeant-Majors to receive the same 
additional pay as^the Serjeant-Majors of the troops. ^ 
black % Commandant *>f each ImttelicSi, besides his pay as 
Subidar <^f a company in the/oattalion, is to be allowed the 
pay of one ma* per company, which me#i are to be entered 

on the rolls as ftommandant’s met.. 

• 

“ As the making up of the clothing must be loft to one 
person’s care, an Agent must be appointed who must have an 
allowance of so much per cent, on the amount of ihe whole 
expence, equal to his trouble. 



HlSTOJJf OF TI|E MADRAS ARMY. 


145 


Bach sepoy^to six rupees pef annum, * CHAP. IV*. 

towards hu* clothing. Tte jimount of # the 
suit Vill be rupees# Otae &nd-a-half 
remains, which will procfyec yearly from * rs. 
body of 6, 300 sepoys . ... ... 9,150 

The clothing of ^.he Havild^rs anct Naigues 
must have some* distinction, and ijicir 
stoppage* to be eight rupees per annum. 

Let their clothing amount tb six, twA then 
remain, which on the^r nurpters being 756, 

will produce yearly 1,512 



# Total^of tlie Clothing Fifnd .. 10, 6(V2 

The Officer^ Sahnlei % « Rs 

Two Captains at Rs 2,000 each ... *4,000 

Fourteen Subalftyns at R«. 500 each ... 7, (Do 

• • ’ 

Total amounts io . IJ.,000 * _ 

* • * 

N.B . — Subidars and Jemidarsjio pay tor they* regimentals 
themselves^ the pattern of which will be given them. 

• • 

<( Subtracting the formor from the latter there will be 318 
rupees shoro toanswer'the salary of the Officers, and^ikcwise 
the percentage which the Agent must have. # 

“ As in all Regulations of Troops care has been taken for Proposed 
their enepuragement, tffat some provision should be made for 
the families of those who may be killed in action, and for the 
m^tenance of such whom wounds or length of service may 
disable, it is proposed ^hrt each sepoy ^should pay outrof his 
monthly subsistence one fanan; per # month towards*this fund. 

The officers^) pay likewise in proportion to their subsistence. 

The particular regulation of this most necessary establishment 
must be thought of at another time. In general it could be 
wished that some village near to the principal settlement 
could b$f* appropriated for <jhe use and residence of such 
* people. 

VOL. I. 


19 
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Becruits. 


Serjeants. 
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“ a number o^additional offic<|r4^ill wanted for the 
care find inspection of t^ia sepoys, it is p^gosed that such 
Officers who are made 6n tfcat occasfen be onl^ given the 
ran* of Eifsi^-n. eNo„ \o take^ank But as such, and youngest 
in the Battalion. But if in lyng^i of time* they prove them- 
st’vcs worthy of preferment, # t hoy may tie then allowed rank 
in the Battalion, and succeed there* according to seniority. 
This regulation, if it takes place, does not .extend to* such 
Officers for the p/esent as fnay be chose out of the Battalion 
for that service As to l|}e Captains they hold their rank 
‘and enjoy their companies in the Military. 1 <• 

As the intention of these new regulations for the^ sepoys is 
to render that Corps of as wuch service as possible by eij^ab- 
lishing proper order and discipline, as also to prevent the 
Snany frccyicni abu.^e« of the Subidars, the following orders 
and dilutions arc to be strictly observetiby the Officers who 
are appointed* to have the caro and inspection of them. 

“ All promotions of ^Officers to go strictly according to seni- 
ority, unless when the person to succeed *s not thought fit 
for that si at ion. The subaltern officers $f sepoys are to 
report the, vacancies as they happen, and to give in the 
names of those whoso turn it is to succeod, to the Captain 
who may command the sepoys in that department where such 

* o 

vacancies happen. The Captain to approve the promotion 
recommended, or otherwise, as he may think best for the 
good of the service. 

All vacancies amongst the private sepoys are to be filled 
up as soon as possible by the subalterns on the spot. But 
all &Vch recruits are to be shown to the Captain ^jeHSt 
opportunity he may take to i mew "those companies in which 
such recniits have been tr.ken 1 ; and he is to approve or dis- * 
approvoiof the ipen entertained as he may think proper. . 

“ As it is proposed to have three Serjeant-Majors to each 
Battalion, three companies to each are to be given, over 
whom they are to have the more immediate direction, and the 
i 


1 The Kuropean battalion. 
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care of their cU&ipliftpj&nd whenlany TlotaChment is Jbado CHAP. XV. 

of that number Jpf companies fflnA a Battalion' a Ser/eant- 

Major is to*go with them; i^the t&tachment is of half tho * 
Battalion, a Subaltern. 1 

u The two^Captains, as 1 neon oerorc observed, arc to Captains, 

reside, the one at Mladras, the* other in tho field or # at tfle * 
head quarters of such departments where the«greatest number 
of sepoys may be collected. They are to relieve each other 
in this tour of duty, as they may !igree between themselves. 

u Monthly returns of the aopoy^to be made by Uu Captains Return a. 
to the Governor # and Commander-in- Chief- Tho Subalterns* • 
to make 4he returns k> the # Captains according to tly; form 
which will bo prescribed. • m 

“ That the duty of the Captains may not interfere, IJie Captain Cqjru^, 
~^ho resides at Matfras will always hav£ the charge ol tin? 
sepoys of that depaahnent, the number allotted t<> vvjiieh is 
tjgft Battalions, but as detachments may be made from them 
for the Service of^the field, or to reiufoiwe other departments, 
all such detachments come under the charge o? the Captain 
who may be out at that time. Jm like manner, when detach- 
ments are made from the field, quarters, or oitf-garrisons, 
to reinforce the sfcpoys of the Mcfdras department, the Captain 
residing thpre is to tajke such detachments under hig charge, 
taking care to inform eaeft other 3$ the strength of such 
delachmeujbs, when they arrive, and when they are returned 
to their respective stations. • • 

“The Captain of sepoys of the Madras department is to go inspections, 
round their different quarters once a month at least ; the 
Captain that is out wi^ endeavour to do tlfc like, unles^that, 
when quarters are at such a distance as may make that duty 

too hard. In such a case he is to divide it between himself 

* & 

and his subalterns. # f * 

“ In these monthly visits they are to inspect carefully into 
the condition of the sepoys’ arms and ammunition, to see that 
their discipline has not been neglected, that no abuse with 
regard to defrauding mbn oc their pay has been comnlittod 

by tho Subidars, nor men changed without the knowledge of 

*" *. • 



\48 \ history or) the ^adras fgiit. 

CHAP. tV. the cfecers. . In* general, i) loo£ in ktfMrerjf particular with 
atten^jon, that may answer fbhe end pippo^ of these new 
" 1 regulations. * V ' ' * 

Courts- ~ mm0 ~ ^U1 crftnfes as^mlch as r/ssibl# to be tried by Courts* 

""^imartial # • f 9 9 

» . martial. Crimes that are not capital, and such as amongst 
in general come 'under # the cognftance ol? Regimental 
Courts-martial, such Courts-martial may be composed of one 
Subidar, two Jemidars, two Havildars, one, Naig, ancTone 
Colorman ; and as much \is possible to be chose out of 
different companies to the prisoner- 

* “ General Courts-martial to be composed df three Subidars, 
three jTemidars, t f wo Havildars, two JJaigs, two Qolormen, 
and one Private Sepoy. Subidars and Jemidars to be tried 
by four Stybidars and three Jc$nid&rs. Havildars and Naigs, 
Ss in our service like; Serjeants ind Corporals, to be tried as 
private y-u^-n. , # # 

“ For any olfence 6r crime committed which requires imme- 
diate punifihiyient, it is left to the discretion of the oldest 
officer on tin* spot to inflict and order what punishment he 
pleases. Only Courts-martifJ, as much as the good of the 
service will, permit, are recommended. 

Colourmon. “ As the Colormen are comhionly chose oift in the company 
; from the best and bravest men in it, $o they are the first to 
succeed to the vacancies officers, which may happen in the 
company. For that reason they are distinguished by bei&g 
permitted to sit on Courts -murtial. **< 

“ Id general it is recommended to the officers as much as 
possible to take notice of those men who any way distinguish 
them^lves. Taking down their names and putting them in 
the Grenadier Company, that in time those companies be 
composed c of real brave ^ooc£ men. And now and the# 
promotions of Officers may be made out of those companies for 
encouragement when? it can be done without prejudice to any 
remarkable merit in the Colormen, who are first to succeed# 

A form of exercise the most simple and easy, as likewise 
evolutions such as will be best adapted to the nature of these 
troops and the intended use of them, will be pitched upon, 


Grenadiers. 


Drill. 
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and when chose; ino <Upr to' be followed* unless such changes CHAP. IV. 

as the superioress cerl may think proper to orclei' ( 

“ The Battalions to change ^quarters* often. No sepbys, as Boliefs. 

* much as the service. wilPpernit, shoifjd stay aWve fouv^ * 
six months in any* one placg* 1 * * 

M The gooS order aftd disciplir^ of troops is owing entirelyibo ^Maintenance 
the care the officers take* The Sepoy Officer are very remiss °*. (ll8ci * 
naturally. M is, therefore, recommended to tTio European 
Officers, who will have the care of\his body* to infuse as much 
as possible the spirit of command amongst them and endeavour 
by encouragement and good treatment to the active, jnrt 
punishing? the remits, to make them keep up a good cojmnand 
amongst their sepoys, tfnd to support them well in it. 

“ The duties of the Captairo, and the Subalterns who are 
Appointed to the care of the # sepoys, is, no ways to int e< ferS 
with the duties of Officers Cqjnmanding in garris uj, where* 

JJlgse sepoys may be. The Commanding Officers in such 
places or their Adjutants, and in the* field thp Oommahdcr 
of the Army and the Brigade Major, will koop*all rosters of 
duty, order and appoint the posts. The Sepoy .Officers are to 
take care only of what above has been recommenced to them 
to establish and* keep up discipline and good order in the 
body intrusted to their care. 1 

(Signed) STRINGER LAWRENCE 
( „ ) CHAS. BOURCHIER # 

t *„ ) • JOHN PYBUS ” 

u The Board approve in general of the plan above described # Orders of 
for the establishment of the sepoys upon the coast, which ^ overnmeil k 
seems to require alteration only in th^ following particulars. 

u That three Captains be appointed over the whole — one to 
Reside at Madras, ope in the n eld,* and one ^ Trichinopoly ; 
btttflus it is impossible for # the Captains to take care of their 
companies 1 of Military 'and attend also to the discipline of 
the sepoys, it is proposed that they be over and above 
the establishment lof the Military companies, and # always 


1 1 .&, of their companies in the European Infantry. 
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' CHAP.1Y. younfest upon the lift, solthat as th^y^uocled in their turn 
to thqicommhnd of Jompc\nfes in the Hatta^qns, their posts 
in the # Sepoy department? maj^oe fiilea up by ifew promo* 
^TrioIR in constant sftcc&ssion. ? • 

j ^ 0 * I 

“ And with regard to the Subal^rn Officers to be appointed 
x ov%r the sepoys, il is propose^ that thej^should not hold rank 
in the Battalions but always remain *Ensigns of Sepoys that 
their discipline may always continue the same;* they may fte 
chosen from amongst the* Serjeants in the Military com- 
panies, and it is agreed to desire o£ Major Caillaud to recom* 

• ftiepd such of them as he may esteem fit for the purpose. 

“ Thp salaries of, the Officers, and Agpnl*\>f the Clothing to 
l)o paid out of the stoppage are now settled in the following 
proportion^ : — v 

• f « • RS. ^ 

rhm % ^*iptains, at Rs. 2,000 t per aununji each ... 6,000 

Fourteen Subaltern, at Rs. 300 d<5, ... 4,200 

Cpmmis£ion to the Agent for Clothing ... 50tf~ v 

• , * 

* * Total ... 10,700 


“ The amount of the stoppages for this purpose as settled in 
the plan of regulations is Rupees 10,662. * 

( “ Agreed that Mr. George Dawson be the Agent for provid- 

ing the clothing, and that he be directed to make up one suit 
of the different sorts according to the rates stipulated in the 
regulations, and produce the same to«the Board as patterns. 

“ In order that a provision may be made for the families of 
such of the sepoys as may be killed or disabled in the service, 
it is resolved that a ^further stoppage bo made out of their pay 
at the ih.Uo wing rates >— c c 

Sepoys ...*0,300, at 1 fanjim ^ach per month, is fans. 6,300 


Naigs 

37&,at U 

do. 

• do. 

Havildars. 

378, at 2 ’ 

do. * 

M 

do. 

Jemidars. 

126, at 3 

do. 

do. 

Sufiidars. 

63, at 12 

do. 

do. 


567 
f 56 
'378 
766 


Total Fanams •** 8,757 or 
Rupees 728 per mensem. 
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u Agreed to cdnm^8|*te fo Mayjr C^ifiaud%tho .before \oing CHAP, IV. 

plan together w^Ji th I alteration* proposed, and fo des^e his 

opinion whether anything fueller nfay f>e wanting to put the 
regulation upon a proptr footing, in* trder th5,t*it ma) 
carried into practice without loss of time! 

(Signed) GEORGE PIGOT, 

„ # n«nd Council.’ * 


In conformity with these orders five 1 battalions were ^jstablieli- 
formed at once, and in* December a sixth w,is added, Composed of 

which number Government then determined would* be six Battalions. 

« 

sufficient. 

Captain Charles Tod was* appointed to command the Europe** * 
""battalions at Madl-as and flie immedjate neighbourhood? 

Captain Stephen Smith thyso at Chingleput r» ^tUpnjej; 
and Captain Richard Smitli thftse at 'frichinopoly. 

The Army having taken the field immediately after Spi vices of ^ 
the formation of the companies into battalions, little 17 I 0 . 61 . 
progress had been made either in drill hr discipline. 

The battle at Wandiwash in January 17G0 Vas fought 
entirely by European troops, but before the close of the* 
war in April 1761 tju; sepoys m had begun tb be of 
service, and distinguished themselves on several occa- 
sions ; for example, the action near Devicottah in 
February 1760 wherp two companies, under Revjeant , 

Somers, defeated two companies of French Sepoys, taking 

four Officers and the Colors. At the assault of Perma- 

• • 

coil in March as before mentioned. At Villancfor near 
♦Pondicherry in July, whei*e a* sudden attack by two 
companies led to the surrender of the* fort. "At the 
redoubt in the boufftlary hedge 'of Pondicherry in 
September which was held by three qpmpanies against 


1 The 1st and 2nd Battahons were already in existence. 
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an rfttacE .by «400* (European! mfiJtwb field pieced. 
At t\e capture, an/1 suos&pignt defjnce^gf the Madras 
redoubt at Pondicherry ^n OV^ober, and at the defeat of 
^’a'ctetachmenl frotn flgo^ garrison of Ginjee in November. 

* jOrme when closing his account of'^he siege of Pondi- 
cherry remarks upon the # improved efficiency of the 
sepoys as foHows : — , 

“'Colonel Coc*e, by constantly exposing hm own 
person with the sepoys, # had brought them to sustain 
, dangerous services from \vhich the Europeans were 
pre&erved.” Like examples have Ijeen- followed by the 
like result. 
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CHAP. IV. 


% ’ ’ \« • • 

MEDICAL Department.. 1759-61# . 

t ' V • * 

_ i -i w nr\ _ Cl n / l 


In December *1760 a Surgeon-(5em*ral was appointed, , 

and the folk) wing %£gulations were* issued for his gnii-^oiieraifiVeo. 
ance, from which it appears that ho was plqpcd at the head 
of the Medical^ Departments of both services. 

Extract from the Proceedings. of Government, Fort St. 

George, 1st December 1700. 


9 *0 % 1st December. • • 

In consequence of a Minute of Consultation the 7th of last R^^tiorm 
month for remedying the irregularities which have beer^ ul. 
introduced in the management of the Camp Hdspit^ 1 Vs* . 
following regulation arc nc*v made, and ordered •t«T’ BIT 
ftfo erved for the establishment thereof : — • 

That after the # rate of two pagodas f a month* be* deducted 
from the pay of patient, and the Company to defray all the 
surpliif charge. • 0 • • 

The sick to be provided with such diet as tlifc Surgeons 
shall think necesSary for their case. If the victualling can 
be performed by contract on the same terms as* in this 
gargfson, it will be most Agreeable in* all respects. # 

Resolved that Mr- Briggs bo Surgeon- General to the Army, 
and that he be allowed ten shillings a day for that duty, 
which is to be as follows : — 

He is not to be embarrassed with the charge of any 
particular corps, but Jo superintend Ijie Vhole, as well the 
General Hospital as the sick in the held . 

In the first place he is to *tak£ an exact Recount of all 
hospital stores, clothing and medicines belonging to the 
Company now remaining, 4 and to indent from time to time to 
Madras for what further may be wanted, that so no stores, 
clothes, or medicines may be purchased in camp ; and, when- 
ever he may have occasion to indent for new supplies, he must 
at the same time send in an “ account remains." 
voh. i. * " t 20 < 
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CHAP. IV. Thn Su^eoi*Gem(ral |s to hav^ 'ij^der^his charge and 
« direc&on all stores* |ind f medicines, a[dd ttf •issue them as 
. occasion rqaj: require^ ^nd to £j&e care that suclf servants as 
are really necessary for ^he duty of the hogpital be employed 
« at the Company's change, and notnora Q 

All the other Surgeons to report to him the state of the 
sick and other Occurrences in their several departments, and 
he only is to m/'ke general reports to the Governor and 
Commander-in-Chief. 

He is to cause regular accounts to be kept in the hospital, 
expressing the name of the patient, his disorder, the corps to 
which die belongs,' the day received, and the day he died or is 
discharged, that so the contractor (supposing the hospital to 
be victualled by contract) may be duly paid conformably 
^ at the end 01 every month. 

Ho £ also to cause a particu A ar account to be drawn out at 
the end of every month for each of His Majesty's Regimeat'v 
debiting the ;ame for the charge^ incurred f$r victualling the 
patients and crediting for tlio sums received by deduction as 
above from the men’s pay, vynich account mttst be certified in 
the following manner : — 
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CHAP. IV A like ac^rnnt is tcfbe drawn £ut fcrojllhly *for the men of 
the C^npany’s corps/ signed* only by {he Surgeon-General, 
and the Paymaster at \he camf> ts to pay the several balances 
to the Contractor' ufjn his producing .the said accounts 
^regularly signed and certified as al<yv6, jmd not otherwise. 

^Tho Sturgeon-General is to ^ause like Accounts to be drawn 
out for tlic ^several Regiments for the time past since the 
taking of Waldour in as exact a manner as possible from the 
accounts that have been kept, in ordor that the same may be 
certified by the Commandant* pf ea/)h corps. 

■ * li it should at any time happen that the victualling of the 
hospital should not be contracted for, £he Surgeon- General is 
then to cause the patients 10 be victualled at the Company's 
charge, and the several accounts above mentioned are in that 
to be debited for the reaf charge whatever that may 
^o be. «, 

The Surgeon-GeuuVal is allowed a writer to keep the abovg^ 
accounts. • », « 

Agreed that Mr. Briggs have tfic allowance of ten shillings 
a day from tilt tune lie wa^ appointed to act as Surgeon- 
General and that instructions be now prepared for him agree- 
able to the foregoing plan. * * 

Ordered that a copy of the above regulations be sent to 
Colonel Coote, and that* ho be detuned to give the necessary 
orders that thoy may be complied with. t * 

As a great charge will bo iAourrcJ, besides that of victual- 
ling t*no hospital, and which on behalf of the Company we do 
take upon us to bear, it appears but reasonable that the 
medicines which Bis Majesty sends out yearly for his Regi- 
ments l)e delivered to the Surgeon -General for the general 
service, and it is agreed t& request of Colonel Coote to give 
orders accordingly. - 

4 (Signed) 'GEORGE PIGOT 

and Council* 
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, .0 If A P T E R ' 

%• % 

FROM THE* COMPLETION OF TUB • CONQUEST OF THE 
FRENCH SETTLEMENTS *IN APRIL 1761, TO TiTe 
PUBLICATION OF THE TREATY BET\fEE>^NOLANI) 
FRANCE, AND SPAIN IN AUGUST l'C.j, 

Soon after tliff reduction of Pondicherry, Government 
made a demand lipoi* the Nawaub of the Carnatic^ for 50 
lacks of rupees to enable them to discharge the debts 
incurred during the war, but the Nawaub ,beii?g himself 
in want of money, they consented to assist him in enfm nng 
payment of the arrears said to be due by certail vi LI y 
•Wibutaries, amongst whom he included the Rajah of 
Tanjore, although that Prince had never ^-knowledged 
Ms suzerainty. ^ 

Preparations were made accordingly. The contract for 
provisioning ?h$ troops in tl e field, and for furnishing 
draught and carriage cattle for the army, was granted to 
Mr, John Call, the Chief Engineer, and a force 1 was 
assembled at Arcot in September under Colonel CaiHaiul 
who commenced operations by attacking Vellore which 
surrendered in December, and has since remained in > 
possession of the English, being one of the few places 
never taken by Hyc^er. T 

1 The Return of the European Trttops iias not been found. The Native 
portion of the Force consisted of— 

Four Companies) 4th battalion (3rd Regiment L.I.) 400. 


Six „ 

5th ,, 

(4th , , 

N I.) 601. 

Nine „ 

8th „ 

(7th „ 

N.I.) 901. 

Seven „ 

9th „ 

(8th „ 

N.I.) 700. 


Taken from a general Return, dated Camp before Vellore, 31et October 
1761. Signed by Captain Stephen Smith, Commanding the Native Corps* 
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CHAP-. V. ColoneVCaillau 


J 


t 

while 


!or*#^llore, received the 


Desertion of 
Captain *• 
Coulsop. 


follo^ingNetter s^nouncfcigj the d£ser/qn of Captain 
Coulson commandnfg at Chft^apet, together 'frith part of 
Ms garrison : — # 


General 

Lawrence 

resumes 

command. 


> “ To 

* .Colonel CALLIAT, « 

. * i. Commanding ye Troops' aft Camp, Velour. 

“Sir, 

I thougt wo are in duty bound to acquaint your honor of ye 
proceedings of Captain Ccrulson! He left ye garrison of 
1 Uhittapet ye 23rd of* this instaut at 10 o’clock at night with 
an escourt of 4 Serjeants, 4 Corporals, *and 1 Fifer and a 
Drummer, two Matrosses, European Centinals, and one 
Coffrey. i Jejnedar, 1 Havifdar, 1 Naick and 25 8eapoys 4 
2 Colourmeli, 2 Tom-toms, and 2 Trumptors, and has taken all 
id's tf^ats with him, which grefttly surprizes us, not knowing 
what he is .going about, or ware, as he did not think proper 
to leave arty lers with us. Yo Captain fosired us fco go 
with him, but wo would not consent thereunto; we 
informed that *ye Captain is ifcarching towards Trinamulley.” 


, We are, j 

Your Honor’s most obedient, humble servants 

4 

t # to comhaand, 

(Signed) Serjt. Major CLARREDGE,. 


CnrrTAPUT, 

November ye 24th, 1701 . 


f no. f wills; 

Serjeant RATHBONE, 
Key Serjeant . 




Captain* Coulson and # his* party were traced as far as 
Salem oh their Way to Hyder, after which nothing"! urtlrer 
appears concerning them. 

Major-General Lawrence returned from England in 
November 1761 , and resumed command of the Army. 
Up to this time the Commander-in-Chief would appear to 



HISTORY OP THE' MAbA* ARMY., ' 159 

\ • » 

have been unprovicfhcl &itl any perskftal Staff./W on the 
9th November\renoral Layrdfice addressed Government 
and applied for an Aide-de\fiamp on* the ground th&t his 
great age rendered hSm loss cajole of fatigue than 
formerly. # This reque^Vas granted, and a Brigade* 
Major was appointed at the same time. Colonel Caillaiul 
at the recomjnendation of General Lawrence allowed 
an Aid(fcde-Camp and a Secretary. « 

These four appointments were equally divided between 
His Majesty's $nd the Company's Officers. 

In December •Government ordered the garrison to 1 bo 
withdrawn from Copjeveram,. and the Pagoda at that 
place to be restored to the Bramins as soon as the 
Military Stores coflldbo conveniently removed, therefrom? 

Colonel Caillaud moved against Nelloro early in 17G2 t 
^nd took the Fort in February. The districts dependent 
on Vellore and Nellore were then mud^.ovor to the 
JjTawaub. Two-thirds of the monies collected were paid 
to the Company and assignments were also -made towards 
the extinctiaa^pf the debt. 

The Polygar Chiefs of Calastry and Vcncatagherry were 
reduced to submission shortly afterwards, and the Rajah 
of Tanjore agreed to pay the Nawaub twenty-two lacks 
of rupees in full of all arrears, also an annual subsidy 4 gf 
four lacks. The right to all of these sums was trans- 
ferred to the Company by the Nawaub at the time. 

In June 1762 the declaration of war with Spain was 
read to the garrison bf Fort St. George, and preparations 
were commenced for the expedition against Manilla. 

On the 11th Jhly the undermentioned officers were 
appointed to the expedition : — ■» 

Brigadier-General Draper to command the Troops. 

Colonel Monson to be second in command. 

Major Scott, H.M. 89th Highland Regiment, Adjutant- 
General. 
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Captain\Fletcher/ Companj/s se/V&e, Brigade-Major. 
Major Barker tq command I he Artillery# 

Captain^Wood to' command the Company* scroops. 

r i i ^ f ^ 

Captain Stevenson and Captain-Lieutenant Cotsford 
to be Engineers f < » 

On ll % ° 21st July the following order was issued to the 
troops by General Draper : — , • 

“ His Majest/ having « recommended in the TO*ongest 
manner an entire good understanding between the Land and 
<Sea Officers, and the forces under their comiaand, Brigadier- 
General Draper doth not doubt a strikt obedience aqd compli- 
ance therewith, as every officer’s good manners, and good 
sense must naturally point out the advantage of this union, 
and the bad consequence of discution. L 

“ Thp following extract from His Majesty’s Royal Instruc- 
tions on this lead inhere made publiek, that every one ma^ 
be made adjnain f ed, and act in conformity thereto. 

“ Whereas V lie success of this expedition^will very much 
depend upon an entiio good understanding between our L&nd 
and Soa Officers, we do hereby striktly enjoin and require 
you, on your part to mainta'n and cultivate such a good 
* understanding and agreement, and to order that the soldiers 
under ydur command shjbll man the *ships when there shall be 
occasion for them, and when they can be spared from the 
l*nd forces; as the Commander of ships to be employed 
on this expedition will be directed on his part to main tain 
and cultivate the same good understanding and agreement, 

and to order the Sailors and Marinos under his command to 

* 

assist ogir land forces* and tq man th$ batterys when there 
shall be occasion for thcni, # aud when they can be spared from 
the sea sprvicerlL • 


Previous to the embarkation 6f the troops, a lengthy, 
and somewhat violent correspondence took place regard- 
ing the division of the booty that might be taken ; 
Government putting forward their claim to one-half, 
while on the other hand Admiral Cornish and General 
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Draper refused to aflbfr A ore than ^e-third, ‘exclusive OHAP. v. 
of the Artillery |tnd Militant Scores that might be found ™~ 
m the phte#. This refusal wSs founded on th<^ plea* that 
the Navy, Army, .and* East India Company should be 
considered^ three ,disftm^t partie^ each entitled to an 
equal share. This dispute wiw still undecided wJ 4 .n 1 thtT 
fleet sailed, but the vi&w of Grovernmentfrvas ultimately 
sustained m England. # # 

The expedition 1 left Madras# on the 1 st August, the 
town of Manilla* was stormed* on the Oth October with 
little loss^ and the citadel capitulated immediately after- 
wards, the condition? being tjie cession of the 'whole 
Philippine Archipelago, and {lie payment of foui millions 
of dollars; m consideration of winch tlfo inhabitant 
were to be secured m the possession of their pigpeity, 
and the exercise of fheir ldigion * • 

The number of guns taken at M#nilli%and'*it CaVite 
Vas considerable, viz . . — * 

Brass guns ... m .. # 479 

Iro &v’ V 6 

Brass nmrtars ... * .. ... 2 

Iron howitzers .. .. 18 

* 00 

Gunpowder * • . • .. 29,198 pounds. ^ 

"The Natives continued extiemoly hostile after *1116 Continued 
capture, and it would#appear from the following extracts both of y # 

* Spaniards 


1 Hifl Majesty’s 79th Regiment (Draper’s) about 
Royal Artillery „ * 

Madras „ 9 • 9 „ 

Two Companies Foreign Deserters „ 

One Company Coffrees * # „ 

One ~ m n Topassea „ 

Pioneers (Europeans) • * 

Madras Sepoys „ 

N&wauV* European Infantry „ 

* Composed of Details from different Battahons. 
mot kcKW#. 

VOJtr* I* ' 


and Natives. 


450 

60 

• 30 

c ... 200 

* 80 
# • 80 

60 

#650 

60 

The particulars are 


21 
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from a report to ^he Madra f ( Government from that at 
Manilla, dated *2 5th Decenfoe/ 1762, that, the eicep- 
tion 6f thc^capital, Inosfc of e the country remaned under 
the authority of £he f iftiemy <# r t 
u The provinces of Bfoulacan, e* J Pfirpanga ^re the most 
\iisaffefted : Senhor And a, |he Saleazar, one of the Royal 
Judges, $ho hac declared himself G,aptain General of these 
Islands, resides at the former, and having collected together 
a considerable body of Indians from the different parts of the 
country with some guns, has thrown up*- defences in the 
lavcnues leading to Boulacan, and takes all possible measures 
to prevent provisions being brought to this place. A conduct 
so contrary to the remonstrances of the Archbishop, the late 
Governor, * and the moaning of 1 the capitulation, has induced 
h us, with tlf j approbation of th£ Archbishop, to declare him 
*9 - 'V l l to both kings ; however we do* not find it aifeots 
much his interests ^in the country. He has too powerful 
advocates* in Priests, and we must have recourse to force, 
ever to extend our influence beyond the sbuurbs of this town. 

“ To avoid being distressed for provisions even, we lihve 
been obliged to send a strong detachment to dislodge t» 
considerable body at Passig About eight miles distant where 
,J, they had thrown up entrenchments in a very convenient 
situation for cutting off 4 all supplied from the Laguana, the 
only source that had supported this place since the capture. 
l f he hardships the troops underwent m marching thither, on 
r account of the roads and weather, were inconceivable ; 
however, by the prudence, and great good conduct of their 
leader, Captain Ba°khouso, they carried their point. 


Insufficiency 
of the 
gtyftfrson. 


u The* small garrison we have at present is Bfit barely 
sufficient to secure tis from attempts even within our own 
walls after the squadron is gone, the place is so very exten- 
sive ; and until your honor can reinforce us, we shall be little 
better than the nominal masters of these new possessions ; 
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We therefore most ea^uestl* entreat you will be •pleased to CUAP. T 
Bend ns, as goon as possible 2^)00 sepoys, with whom, and “* 
the Europeans we harp, we do $iot despair of over-awing the ** 
clergy, and Bottling the country in du$ ti me. 


u The Superior, acfll many Friars of the Augustine Ordejg) fiostility of 
being the principal tormentors of the troubles, an^some of tlie cIergy ' % 
them being etfen in arms, as was the case at Passig, and again 
a^|tfaissito where we were lately obliged to dispossess the 
enemy of a post ^hey were # forming within a few miles of us, 
after repeatedlyssummoning them and warning them of # th* 
consequences to* jio purpose, we published manifestoes 
declaring the whole order rebels^ and confiscating all their 
possessions. 


“The sepoys finding themvlves disappointed mthrir BaltaRllowed 

.of receiving the same batta that was alio ved u£on the Bengal to th ° Sopoyeu 
expedition, which they alledged was pr^misr*!! Madras, 

began to be very much dissatisfied, and as they are a most 
necessary corps here, and formidable to the Indians, who hold 
'Moors in the. highest detestation, wo thought jt politic to 
indulge them in*this particular, as well to pacify them, as to 
facilitate your engaging others to come here. •• 

“To keep the enemy’s ‘h^rse in awe, which are very nuraer- Tjoop of 
Ofis, General Draper thought proper to mount fifty sepoys hpon Cavalry 
the horses that were feuild straggling here ; we have already * # 

experienced their use, and as cavalry can bo kept up at a very# 
small charge in this country, we propose augmenting the 
troop to one hundred, as soon as we hav< # sepoys enough to 
spare from the walls. • * 

“As suspected we have th % e mortification to f inform you Desertion 
that no fewer than tfventy men 1 of the French t*ompa # nies have p^nch* 0 
deserted, which has obliged us to form detachments hitherto Compa nies.. 
sent ont, from His Majesty’s* 79th Regiment only, otherwise, * 


1 Nearly tbs whole number deserted before we left the Island inl7C \ 
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all of therft to a man woulcf havs cefteinly gone off, Sen hot 
Anda having nufnbers of emissa/ies to entic£ them, particor 
larly as the^ are Gaelics. t r • 

“It may be n^ce^gry to Vernal Mire, the disagreabl^ 
B# necessity we are hnd^r of inflicting death, although not 
% jested with any judicial authority. ImYiedi&te Examples in 
our preset situation are so absolutely necessary, we cannot 
possibly avoid it % • 

“ The number *of murders perpetrated upon our pe 
evince this, nor has the Military Law authority to sit” 
j judgement in theso cases ; tfns settlement subordinate to 
Madras, being included within the jurisdiction of^the Civil 
Court. * In the month of November there were no fewer than 
24 executions, a'nd for want of fuch authority a tender nicety 

ihas pardoned nfany more ” • • „ 

• • 

Immediately after the departure o\ the troops from 
^Madras, a new distribution of the ‘Army on the Coast 
wat order/A 1 on>iie recommendation of General Lawrence 
who had disapproved of the Expedition as leaving the 
Presidency \\ithout a sufficient force, more especially* 
as the nnipber of French prisoners, viz., 1.100, nearly 
equalled that of the available English Infantry. It was 
^Yhen resolved to keep 500 of these prisoners iq the Port 
at Trichinopoly, and t»5 remove *th*e rest to the Pagoda in 
the Fort at Vollore. The troops were ordered to be 
stationed as follows : — * 1 

* Tlic garrison 1 of Fort St. George to consist of the 
romaining companies of H. M. 79th Regiment, one newly 
raised company of Foreigners, and the 1st and 2nd 
battalions • if Sepoj s. # /> 

The Sort at Vellore to be occupied by 82 Arti)lerymen # 
100 Lascars, 300 1 European Infantry, and the 8tH 
battalion o£ Sepoys. * > ' * 

'■ ■■ " ■ ■■ »M .> 

1 The detachment of Artillery is not given. On the lit March 1761 
it consisted of 46 Non-commissioned Officers and men. ” 
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* 7 * » 

The Cantonments a> New Town neaf Cuddalore to be chap. v. 
occupied by S^Artillerym^i, f 00 Lascars * 800 European 
Infantry, two companies of Soffrees,*tfce 9th hattali&n of 
Sepoys, half th^ dthAatta^ion, aft A all the "European 
Cavalry, vii^ two tyoops«of Englteh Cavalry, and oue 
of Foreign Hussars* The gur^s were to be six in i^mbei^ 
via., two 12-j)ounders, .and four 6-poundei%. 

The garrison at Trichmopojy was t*> consist of 32 Tnohmopolj. 
Ailillerymen, 100 Lascars, 300* European infantry, and • 
the 5th and 6t^‘ battalions of Sepoys, 


The surlier stations were garrisoned at) shown belpw : — 

Karical — 200 men of*the 4th bilttalion Stations. 

/* «■» 

Cuddalore — 50 Lascars and ^00 men of the 4th battalion 
Chingleput — 1 Artillery mail, 20 Lascar^, and 2UP men ot 
the 3rd battalion. _ * 

Wandiwash — 1 Artilleryman, 20 Lasca ^ and % 200 men of 
the 3rd battalion. « ** ^ ' * 


Permacoil — 1 Artillery maA, 5 Lascars and 100 men of 
* the 3rd batt^ion. , 

■Gingee — 1 Artilleryman, 10 Lascars, and 200^ men of 
the 3rTbatf*lion. • 


Arcot — 2 Artillerymen, 20 Lascars, and 200 men of the 
3rd battalion. • » % 9 

•Masulipatam— 6 Artillerymen, 50 Lascars, 20 European 
Infantry, and the ^tli battalion of Sepoys, 


It will be observed that at this period the Company 
had no regular troops south of Tnchinopoly. 

In July 1762 the officers in gamsoif at Trichinopoly The officers 
requested* Government to restore the allowance of half 
batta, then recently discontinued, in drVr to* enable for 
them to meet the additional expenses, to which they were 
subjected owing to their distance from the coast. So 
reply having been made, the application was renewed in 
October, through Major Preston the Commandant, and thn 
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officers wSrp then ftiformecl that th^allowance could not 
be granted, but* that such df tlfem as might # desire to quit 
the garrisqp should* be relilved. Nothing further took 
place at fhat time/ but on* the 3tlj. ^February 1763, 
immediately after tlto amvadt^f p, detachment from 
Chiddajore, the following letyer signed f by Captain Bichard 
Black and tweAty-seven other officers, was addressed to 
Major Preston'-g * 


Captain 

Black 

dismissed 


The* other 
officers cen- 
sured. 


•• • * 

« As you must be sensible it is impossibly for officers to 
support a proper character m this place wjthont th^Govemor 
and Council will bo pleased allow t&e half batta which has 
been customar} here when necessaries were not at such 
mnroasonabje r&tes as at present ; we therefore beg that you 
will b<* pleased to apply to them in o # ur behalf for such 
allowance, or desire^hey will order us to* be relieved according 
to their offi? in ^wer # to a former application of the officers 
of this garnsdli ,T • *** 

This letton having beey forwarded to Government, 
Captain Blpck was immediately ordered to^ Madras, j&m ' 
dismissed from the service without a Cflurt Martial, on 
’the ground that he had attempted fo force Government 
to comply with the defnands of *tlie officers by prevailing 
ypon them to prefer a simultaneous application for relief, 
such application being contrary to # the spirit of .the offer 
ma<fe by Government in October. 

Major Preston was at the same time directed to assem- 
ble the t officers, and to infojm them that the impropriety 
of their conduct had bpen such as to prevent Govern- 
ment fiom redressing any grievances they might have, 
but that they shcyild be duly t relieved in turn, after 
Iiaving taken their tour of duty at Trichinopoly. Upon 
this the officers addressed Government in the following 
better ‘dated in April — 



aiSTOjp Of* THE HADtt/s ARMY^ 167 

" To The HoKOBaSlE QfORGR PlQOT? ESQUIRE,* 

President andf&ofernor, and Council of t 

* Fort StyGeoi^e. 

* Honorable Sir and SiA, * • 

M We hav^ been asgen^ied by Majbr Preston to attend to 
the perusal of a letter he has received from you, genjlemerrj 
dated the 4th of this qponth, which as far as it concerns us 
who signed the* representation to him, wo Request the honor 
of replying to ourselves. 

u We shall be dfe little troublesome as possible, gentlemen, 

upon the subject of our complaints. Our intention is chkffiy 

to convince you tftat t^ey alone would ncVer have drawn hr 

letter from us that could have given you tl^rleast cause of 

offence ; that as officers, we have a iust sense *)f the distinc- 
• * * 
tion between the honor of our corps, and of our dwn pnvate 

interest : and that ^\\qu we are made to bo sensible t^Lat fro - 

have been guilty of an error, wo have ^ho true spirit to 

acknowledge it * ( * ' 0 

“ % That letter of ours to Major Preston was solely in conse- 
quence of the one* he received fit>m you in October last. The 
officers , %ison had made h repeated remonstrances to you 

of what they suffered from the discontinuance of their half batta ; 
to their first remonstrance you thought proper to make no 
manner of answer , and your reason for so neglecting them implied 
nothing farther ( that they could see) than it was your pleasure 
npt to redness them ; this they thought was rather treating 
them like children than as officers, in which light it really 
appeared to us all, and so great a slight, gentlemen, could 
not be shewn to a body of officers, however small, * without 
extending to the whole corps. 

u Ton ape now pleased to tell us, gentebnjen, that you 
could not comply with our request without subjecting the 
service to some difficulties it had experienced before. Had 
yon but intimated as much in yonr other letter, and that it 
was yourintSition to make the duty of this garrison, a. tour 
of duty to all the officers in general, the hardship would their 
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CHAP.’V. have vanished, and nothing mo#3 could have been said upon 
" ~ it in the stile of complaint. * * f # * 

“ But, upon honour,' •gentlemln, your meaning did not appear 
to ns in that letter* however, genf* men, f we think it suffi- 
cient for us that you liawe been jjains to undeceive us : 

%e sincerely assure you in return, tbatSve are heartily sorry 
for the mistake* we have un designedly been guilty of, and 
we earnestly de^re that it may henceforth* be buried ia 
oblivion. 

“ We acknowledge the past indulgencies\)f the Company’s 
sendee, and we hope that no officer that has e&perienoed them 
~Van be^accused of ‘ingratitude, but y^i ratist give ills leave to 
observe, gent! juen, tliat to reflect on them now is only to 
aggravate*our poncern at being ‘deprived of them. For, pray 
gentlemen, 4 w hat caa bo a greater discouragement to us, thah 
♦ to*See our services rendered cheaper to # the Nawaub than to 
our employers • at time too that those very indulgences 
you are pTea^jio rcifhnd us of, would hardly* be more from 
him than bare necessaries : we have only to intreat you to 
consider the difference of tie times, and we cannot doubt, 
gentlemen, Jbut you will be as fully eonvinc ^Lof this 
are ourselves. * 

•* .• 

“ If wc are not to be allowed these indulgencies again, we 

may surely hope, gentlemen, that you will be at some pains 
tp proportionate the price of all common necessaries (as well 
from the Europe ships, as upon the co # ast) to your abatement 
J of them. Wo have indeed been made to believe, gentlemen* 
that this abatement was not so much in consequence of your 
own debates, as of 4 some particular orders you have received 
from the Company, but that tTiese orders were sen $ to you at 
a time yrhen Company’s^ affairs bqre quite a different 
aspect to what they do now. 


4 


u We are all sensibly concerned, gentlemen; at Captain 
lack’s being dismissed from the service, and we ask it as 



-j :\™ 

as 


i farm of you £hat as far# as he was' concerned 
unlucky mistakp* # you will plehsc to forgive him .* 1 
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Signed for the oteders^ the garrison offTriehiuopoly l>y 

• * ])i¥N. FRISCHMAN. , 

SIMON §ART. " 

RODK ORTON. 

EDW)). § JAMES. 

j 

Government frfter having tfonsidored the foregoing 
letter, recorded the following resolution on the 2ftd* 

May : — # % • % ^ ’ • * 

“ The Board cannot but take notice that tho^ yfficers in tho O rernmeni 
above letter have animadverted upon matters whftjli do by 
nd means belong to them to enter iuto, and which Tiaa-greatly refuse to 
taken from the weighs which dheir intended apology # would tteptain 
otherwise have had with us: yet as the i*e*nU situation of Black. 
our affairs' obUg°s us to overlook their ftehanoi • anU as they 
are obUged to hold themselves in constant readiness to march , 
it becomes necessafy that some further alloivanc 9 besides their 

them. It is agreed that half batta i be allowed # 

them from the 1 st^ instant. With respect to Captain Black 2 
they are to be told thfft if there had been no other qpusc for # 

his dismission than that wliich they jbined in, it would fully •» 
have merited that censure.” 

About .the end of 1^62. Mahomed Yusuff Khan, renter Rebellion of 

® S i i 

of Madura and Tinnevelly, whoso conduct had been- y^f Kb an . 
auspicious for some time, broke out into open rebellion. 

A force was sent agaiftst him fjom Tilchmopoly in August 
1763, but Nothing was effected coring that ve#i\ 


1 Captain’s batta 
Lieutenant’s „ 
Busies „ 
V<fltmteerV „ 

VOL. I« 


1 A‘ 


6 rupees per diezn. 

® tt it 

2 tt t »» * 

be Court of Directors* ^ 
22 
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• « « * ' < 

Intelligence of the conclusion of the Treaty between 

England, France, and* Spain, was received at Madras in 

August J763. § hp Phillipjne Islands were 1 restored to 

Spain about the midtlle of 1764^ nd ^luring 1765 all the 

French settlements, specified'm th^ Treaty were made 

over tb Monsieur Law. 


Mahomed Mahomed Ally, who had been practically Nawaub of the 
Ally formally _ t' t * « • j 

recognised as Carnatic since the war oj. 1754, was formally recognised 

Nawaub. as 8U ch ^he Article of Jjhe Treaty. 
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CIJAP. V, 


# BuRt)PEAN Cavalry, 1^61,-^763. 

During this Qerio^bhere appear *to have been two 

troops of horse, and onkfooop of foreign hussars, which 

averaged about 6(f men eaqji, and were officered as 

follows, viz. : — To eaclj*troop of horso — 1 Captain, 1 First Progress. 

Lieutenant, 1 Second Lieutenant, 1 Corn of, and 1 Quarter 
• • 

Master* To the hussars — 1 Captain, 1 Lieutenant, and 1 

Cornet. 4 • •• 

About the end of 1761 a troop of Cavalry arri\b(f 

from England, but being Required at Madra s, w ay 

sent on to Bengal early in y62. ^ 
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OHAPh V. 


• Artillery, 1*761-1763. • 

i i • 

No changes ap^ehr to ha^e taken*place in •the organi- 
sation or establishment of Artilft^y .between 1761 and 
the end of 1763. Jt was stilt*composed pf two com- 
panies, each of which wgs officered by 1 Captain, 1 
Captain- Lieutenant, 1 First Lieutenant, 1 Second Lieute- 
nant, and 2 Lieutenant fireworkers. 

Major Barlior In September 1761, ^hcn Colonel Caillaud was about 
the Artillery, # to proceed against Vellore?; he fecommerfded that Captain 
asp-^pan/s barker should be promoted to the r^nk of^ Major in 
1761. might command the fthole body of Artillery, 

Royal, as woV as Company^, in supersession of Captain 
c Winter o£ Ills Majesty's Service, whose state of health 
incapacitated him from active service jn the Field. This 
promotion eallecl forth a strong * remonstrance from 
th‘e Captain^ yvi HAT. 79th Regiment who q;;»pstioned 
the authority by which it * was made ; nevertheless. 
Government-maintained tfair position, and Major Bafrker 
afterward? commanded the whole of 
employed in the expedition against Manilla. Ho was 
'succeeded in that command during January 1763 by 

i « * 

Captain Matthew IIoi*ne, also of the Madras Artillery. 


Establish- 
ment, 1763. 


J 


* Engineers, 1761-1763. 

Nothing of consequence has been found regarding this 
Corps between l?61*and tljo end of c 1763. In December 
of the yeS^Jast mentioned the establishments consisted*! 
of one 1 Chief Engineer, one Sub-Director, one Captain- 
Lieutenant, and two Practitioners. 

Manilla, 1762. The officers of Engineers employed on the expedition 
to Manilla in 1762 were Captain Stevenson, and Captain- 
^Lieutenant Cotsford, 
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Pnpodas. 
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. 4 
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EoaOPBAN iNtANTBY,' 1761-1763, ’ CHAP. V. 

v • • # ^ l 

In Felorual , y.l762 the following Scale of Fpes to be Fce^on 
paid by o&cers on promotion wa9 pi^b^shed in^ orders : — 

* • \ 

i | 

Captrfln of Cavalry 1 * ... 

Captain-Lieutenant of Cavalry 
Lieutenant * of „ 

Cornet of „ ...* 

Captain of Infantry or Arfillcry ... 

Captair^fiieu tenant* of ** 

Ligutenant^ of „ ... ... 5 * 

Ensign or Lieutenant Fnup worker ... 3b** ** 

Quarter Master ... .. . , ... 5 

Adjutant .... ... # ... ... • 2 

In the month, of Juno, on tho application, of the Additional 
Commandant of the Cantonment at ChoHnmbrum who Snbaltor&at 
repreawriad^that the Subalterns c^uld a of, possibly live 
upon their pay when stationed so far from the coast, 

GoVemment granted an additional allowance of one 
eight annas per diem to every Captain-Lieute- 
nant, and Subaltern at tkat*place. 

Shortly after tho' expedition sailed for Manillp,, ordorV Re-organisa- 
were issued directing the forinatn/n of the whole of the ^nfontry. 6 
Company’s European Infantry into one battalion oj* 
thirteen, companies, Viz., two companies of Grenadiers, 
nine battalion companies, one company of Foreigners,* 
and one of Coffrees, each company to consist of 6 
Serjeants, 6 Corpoifcls, 3 Drjimmefs and 85 Priyates. 

The mtmber of French prisoners and dese,ders at the Free 
time of the capture of Pondicherry was uo large as to Com P* me8# 
cause considerable anxiety to the Government, and it was 
therefore resolved, on the recommendation of Colonel 
1 Oaillaud, then Commanding the Army, to send the Fr^e 

: — -« 

1 The Cavalry was officered frocj the Line at this period, 
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CHAP. V. Company.of Foreigner!^ tcf*Bengal. • 'Ihe following is an 
extract from Colonel Cailland^s minute on»the subject 
“ ^ieuksnant Martin’s ^ree^ompany consfstinjgof Infantry 
and Artillery as per annexed Rteturn jj- 


t 

Lieutenant* 

Ensign 

* 

Volunteer# 

• 

w 

f 

t 

© 

r ’E* 

[•a 

aj « 

s 

!• 

Drummers. 

1 

1 

Infantry 

Artillery 

► , Total . 

t 

1 

• 

3 

• 

9 

a 

7 

1 

_3 

3 

64 

26 

1 

1 

3 

10 

1 

% 

• 

3 

a 

79 


Transferred 
o Bengal, + 
.761-62. 


T \ j* ^yirto a ^ a 1° BB ^hat to Advise doing with this 
detachment. J?ot one only expedient occurs to me : send- 
ing them Bengal to Colona/ Coote a«* they were of his 
creation .* ' Here, already, the number of Iftrench in our service 
"is more than we could wish We must submit from necessity, 
but we oyght n^ to # eek to increase them bj^ tfyjQftjying in 
this detachment among the battalion Besides, the officers 
in general are^disgusted at rolling witL th^ officers of it# I 
would therefore advise formfng the whole into one bodjg^L 
Infantry, and sending them to Bengal by the first opportunity, 


.where they may be of use, and can be oft no disservice.” 

Lieutenant Martin # was accordingly* sent to Bengal 
with his company, but a number of the men having been 
ibst on the passage he wos sent back to Madras with 
.instructions to select another company from the general 
body of prisoners, which he succeeded in doing, and he 
returned with it t^ Bgngal in January 1762. 

1 Lieutenant Claud Martin deserted to the English Armji during the 
Siege of Ponafeherry m 1760 • He^ received a Commission as Ensign 
in the Bengal Army in September 1763. Oh the occasion of the 
mutiny of the Europearg troops near the river Karamnassa in 1764 he 
behaved with great steadiness and was promoted to the rank of 
Lieutenant immediately afterwards. In 1792 he was present at 
Seringapatam as a Volunteer with the Army under Lord Cornwallis, 
atj he died at Lucknow as a Colonel in 1800, having founded and 
endowed the institutions at that place, and at Calcutta, kno^ja 4» the 

Martinieres.” 
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.Native Infantisy, 1761-1783. 

In July 1761 Governnjlnt det&n^med toHimiT the 
number of theinNgdd^Infantry to <5,3{)0 men o*f all ranks, 
and to effect this tj^ey rfiduced theestrength of each com- 
pany from 115 to 100. Thejaat the same time increased 
the number pf battalions from six to sevefl, each battalion 
composed of nine companies, an£ officer©® by two European 
Subalterns, three Serjeants, ancbone Native Commandant. 

This reducljdn had scarcely been effected when it wa^ 
found necessary to raise an additional battalion m conse- 
quence of the proposed operations against Vo 11 
Nellore, and orders weie gwen to that effect on the 24th 

August. • > ~ + 

About the end* of September Colonel Caillaud was 
authorised to raise another battalion, although not with- 
out seiBM^eluctance on the part cif Government The 
following correspondence on the subject took place : — 
Extract fron? (jovernmer,t Consultatioas, Fort St. 
GTOPgi^i^lst September 1761. 


CHAP. V. 


Revision of 
Establish- 
ment, 1761. 


Formation of 
%e 8th 
BattaVm 
(7th Re£i- 
^nenfc N I ) 

* >j 

Formation of 
the 9th 
Battalion^ 

(8th Regi- 
ment N 1 ) 


To 


Colonel Jorn Ca^tiaud, 

Commander- m- Chief of tho' Land Forces 


“ Sir, • 

A U 10 0 

“ We have received your favor dated the 17th instant. As 
you represent that the sepoys now with the Army will not 4 
be sufficient, and more cannot be spared from the several out- 
garrisons, you have o^r consent to ran^j a battalion extraordi- 
nary : must however remark to you that > Mr Lally 

made the siege of Fort St Qeorge, and Colonel I awrence 
invested Seringham, with a less number of sepoys than are 4 
now with the Army 


(Signed) GEOBGE PIGOf, - 

and Council. 1 "^* 
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* CHAP. V. . 26 th Sep t tetriber] 

Extrsb^ from a letter from Colonel GaKlaud to the 
Honorable # George/l^got, Esquire, ancl Council. 

“ I should bo soxry *to burthen yfe Cofbpany with any 
expense which I thought unnecessary. \ I hope* that which 
they wfil incur on the raising of another battalion of sepoys 
may not prove so. *• % 

“ Permit me in*my turn ^in answer to yonr remark), to 

observe that if Mr. Lally ha*l had more sepoys before Madras, 

it is the opinion of most people (who understand our business) 

1 tli at it had been better for him. General Laurence's example 

ia Mige f should ever bo projid to instate* but this can only 

► be done wiftF^rudence and judgment in similar cases, and 

though hd hail not as manj sepoys ^when he invested 

8oringh»*8, , fie nau iTot loss than 30,000 Black Horse, besides 

•Black Infantry, which answered for that* purpose extremely 

well. As to the distance I could have from the Nabob's 

sepoys, I avoid as muefi as possible asking him,Hb^SSHSe that 

he, in return, asks me for 200 Europeans as a constant guard 

over his porsoti, which I dotiot care to grknt but in case of 

absolute necessity, and if he l^nt me his sepoys 

well refuse granting lnm the other favor. Best satisfied, 
. •“ | 
gontlemttfi, that T will, on all occasions, act to the best of my 

judgment for the interest and welfare of the Honorable 

Company. . 

(Signed) * J&HN CAILLAUD.” , 

a • • 


Protection of About the samcf tiive two bell tent$ for each company, 
in V the Field. an< ^ luathe^ coverings for tfie locks of the mulcts ware 
sanctioned injeos sequence of the following representation 

from Colonel Caillaud 

• % 

“ The great demand for arms among the seapoys proceed* 
in part from their having no kind of shelter for them in the 
field excepting what they receive from pieces of ijra* cloth 
' rapped round their locks, the consumption of whic)> is very 



great, and must be attended, by 
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t . / 

dxpense ; to c 

I think if the ^pfjpys were alldw«#l two bell tents a cjpfiipany, 
and leather *overings#for their^lbcks, th&c ^.he expense of Such 

stores in the en<J*woJta4 be saved bf *tlie number of arms 

• • 

which would Ije prosy ved by it; allowing the expense to be 

even something more, the advantage of keeping their arms ^ 

dry and fit for service is mi object worth confederation. ” 

• * 

Major-General Lawrenco on his ret u re from England Order regard, 
early in November issued the tallowing order with the 
view of preventing the many#.seri/Dus 1 abuses prevalent Monthly 

in the management of the Native troops : — # * # etuins » Ac * 

9 • 

Extract from Government Constitution*, Fort,8t 

9th Non 9 , ibn 1701 . . • * 

.“General Lawrence also • presents to t[p) ## Poard the# 
following order for ^ittendm^ to the disciplining of ^epoys, 
and preventing abuses in that corps : — 


1 The nature of theso abuses may bo gathered from the following 
letter written by Government in August 1761 to Major Alesieu, 
Commanding at Wan*Uw£sh : — * 


Tc , 

FRANCIS AjfcSIEU, EsqArk. 

It is with pain we comply with the necessity you subject U9 to o( ^ 
taking notice of some ^arts qf your couduct towards Mr. Baooke : you 
have been acquainted that he is appointed by us to bo Paymaster of m 
thd Garrison of Wandiwasb, and our orders and instinct ions have T>een 
communicated to you ; it is ir^possilijo therefore, but that you must* 
know it is. a part of his auty to take cognizance of casualties in Iho 
Garrison as well respecting sepoys, as Military, and the least reflection • 
would clearly have suggested to yon our motives for establishing such 
a regulation ; notwithstanding which you refuse to submi t to it, and 
that in such threatening# terms as leally asfonisft us. “ Yon will, by 
your authogty as Commaudant, flog any Conieopoly that shall offer 
to take any account of casualties. ” We really do m>D know from 
whence you derive youi* authority *to flog any pdVsoif much less the 
servant of our Paymaster in the execution of his duty . • 

« *♦ * * 

To out this matter short a Book of Casualties must be kept, and 
our Paymaster must be informed of every transaction, however minn^p, > 
whereby the Company may be put to the least expense. ' .* 

# ■“ - * 
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“ Whereas the dourt lof Djtj»cto: 


madVas army. 


CHAP. 'V. “Whereas the Court lof Doctors recommended in the 
’ ^ _ strongAri manner to Gencraf La'wrence in person the reforma- 
tion % of an abuses / lu* the raafijgemenHof their csepoys, and 
have also enforced the came by the Itf/th paragraph of their 
general letter by the l^st ships i» Che fojl o win g f terms : — * We 
have frequently heard that jjpreat abuses very prejudicial to 
us, and the &ea i ) 0 )s, are committed by the officers that com- 
mand, and those t^iat pay them. We desire that a strict scru- 
tiny he made, and with I he General’s assistance, we hope 'that 
every bad practice relative to ouj* sepoys will be abolished.* 
It Js therefore the General Commander-in-Chlef’s orders, that 
the strjeted; regar 1 be paid to the Regulations which have 
been eSrabl^hcd from time to timb'for mustering, paying, 
clothing, ^»nd o x o upleating vacancies in the Sepoy companies, 
( and tl^t \^ip person be paid as a teapoy in the Army, 

or in any garrison, but such as are proper scapoys, and do 
that duty onl) . The General also orders that the seapoys in 
all Garri ons J>c must* red monthly by the Comcqg^dar^i^r in 
his absence, the next officer jointly with the Paymaster, and 
that in all parties in the Field, the Commanding Officer be 
present himself, or in ca^o his duty docs not permi^JJi^^he 
appoint some other officer to bo presenf, and muster the 
*,v»eapoys at least every month, with the Commissary and Pay- 
( master to that party, ^who, if there are two, are both to be 
present. It is moreover ordered that a return be made 
monthly by the Commanding/) dices ofyevery garrison or party, 
noting particularly all casualties in the Seapoy Companies 
under his command, and explaining the manner and reasons 
of them, but no vacancies are to be filled up till orders are 
sent him for that purpose, a id if the General discovers the 
least neglect m complying with these, his orders, or finds that 
? any perquisites or emoluments are enjoyed by 'any officer 
whatsoever, * he doei assure them, they shall be prooeeded 
against in the strictest manner agreeable to the Articles of 


\ya»r in such casos. That all Commandants of Garrisons and 
parties,’ as well as Commissaries and Paymasters, do regularly 



179 


repre- CHAP. V.j 


HI STOUT ^ THR & ADIDAS a|wY. 

enter all the orders or fetter^tjiey receive* as iilso the 

sentations and tetters they trrifc on the business /ft their 

several empk>ys into ^proper bdbks, and leave them to fheir 

successors who are to %ek upon suchfofdcrs as immediately 

addressed to them, and confirm thereto, by which means the 

frequent repetition of orders will be prevented.” • 

On the 13th July 17S2 the following order regarding Payments to 

family payments, which is the earliest th^ lias been found J° ffi f e a n u * 

on that subject, was issued wi?h reference to the native foreign 

service, 1762. 

portion of the expedition about to £ail for Manilla : — 

44 As it will be necessary that four sy rungs, fourteen tindUls* • 

and three hundred hnd fifty lascfrs should proceed with the 

Artillery and Engineers on the expedition, and as we are of * 

opinion that it may be a difficult matter t<?4ij)d the number 

of sepoys and lascars willing to go, unles m^.Vd V«yi ced 

something before fclfey go to •leave with their families! It is » 

therefore agreed that they be advanced for” months’ pay, and 

to^llWuif* D ‘C them the more readily tohnter on«this Service, it 

is resolved that each sepoy and lascar that enters voluntarily, 

shall have one batta alsp advanced to them, and that 

SUCu^ P ^iem as are desirous of it, may have any ftart of their 

pay delivered to fiffoir families during their absence, who are 

to give in their names that a list of them may be delivered 

the Deputy Governor ancf Council appointed to proceed with w 

the expedition, who are to be directed to stop such a part of 

their pay at Manilla aslthety ma / have desired to be received 

here by their families.” • 

On the 26th of the same month the following orders Order , 

were issued regarding vacancies in the native ranks : — JSSJoScmi, 

44 For the more regularly combleating, and raising the sepoy a "d tho filling 
• s . L » . _ . . of vacanciefi, ' 

com panie s, or promoting the officers belonging to thpm, it is 1762. 

ordered that the sepoy companies shall be complected as often % 

as the Governor and Council shall judge necessary, but never 

without a particular order. 

4 * When on service in the field the Commanding Officer tnjpy* 
compleat the sepoy companies whenever he shall think neces- 
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sary, and appoint officers tp any jrjpancies^bnt the Commanding 
Officer^jn Garrison shall^alufttyfj acquaint thd Qommander-in- 
Chiet with all vacancies of officers, pointing out those who are 
best qualified to succeed, and wait hit Confirmation. 

“ The next in rank # and seniority shall always succeed, 
provided there be no material objections ; all objections to the 
next in rank sht/l be represented. 

“ Whenever an^ sepoys are ordered to be raised, vacancies of 
officers filled up, or the companies comploated ; they shall be 
presented by the officers of sepoys, to the Commanding Officer 
in the field, or in garrison, and when approved of by him, the 
Paymaster shall enter their names in his roils, and their pay 
shall cofnmence from the first day of Stib month, provided their 
names werp insC^ed on that daf, and not otherwise. 

All unfit tf £1 • “ Ahjmen Jor the duty *of sepoys %hall he discharged 
discharged. - „ serir i c c> the Commanding Officer bhali give a list of such 
• monthly, if any there be, to the sepoy paymaster that they 

may bo discharged from the rolls, and every Qgjninaudr^g 
Officer of sepoys as well as all* Commanding Officers in the 
field, or in garrison, are strictly to attend to this part of, their 
duty. ^ 

(Signeti) GEORGE J>IGOT 

' and Council.’' 


Tit. youngest In December 1 7G3/ Major Preston, Commanding tho 

aofive 0 ^ * 1 Army before Madura, represented tjp the Comm&nder-m- 

European Chief that the Native battalions wero not sufficiently 
Officers to be * ~ 

selected for officered, and that each ought to have one Captain, 

Native lth th ° ^ wo Subalterns, and nine Serjeants permanently posted 

thereto.* He further stated that tile European officers 

then dohig duty with tire sopoys were heartily tired of 

their situation, and recommended thht every officer in 

the European Infantry should take his tour. Government 

did not, at that time, sanction any increase to the number 

of^European officers, but contented themselves by replying 

as follows 
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** With respect to the hardShl^s wfiich IMajor Preston 
complains th^ gfepoy officers^ favour under, too Boapfl allow 
that to discipline the* sepoys is^ fatigueing service, and slToulcf 
therefore be given to youngest apd most actiVe officers, 
who must at the same tin» ponsider that the preferment they 
get by means of ttiS sepoys, and th*e gratuity they Receive 
while they continue wittuthem, Should be lqpked upon as a 
very sufficient* recompense for the extraordinary pains, and 
troftble attending that service, • 

iSig^d*) # ROBERT PALK 1 

• and Council* * 


CHAP. Vj^ 


On the 27th of tho>same month it was directed that CommieeionB 
each Native officer shouldTeceive a conupission, and that""^ ^ e D ^ 0<i 
the undermentioned fees should be levied t-lmreon, viz. * ^cera. 

Commandant , v ... Five pagodas. « ' ** 

Subadar Three do. 

Tomadar ... One do. * 

> 

It appears from subsequent proceedings that this 
resolhtion was ndt carried ou f % until 1700. * 


1 Mr. Palk succeeded jpir. Pigot as Covernonr 14th November 1763.^ 
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CTHAPT»ER V^Tf 

FROM THE PUBLyCAfltON OF JHE TREATY BETWEEN 
ENGLAND, FRANCE? AND SPa!n IN AVGU8TO763, TO THE 
INVASION OF THE CARNATIC BY HYDER ALLY AND THE 
NIZAM IN AUGUST 1707. 

• 

• » 

The rebellion of Mahomed Yysuff Khan occupied the 
» wh$le availablo force ' of the Madras Ifresidency for 
upwards of a year. It w^s the source of th£ greatest 
^anxiety to Government, and migjfb* have been attended 
with the most Various results, had it not been that we 
Verej>»t atftfiftb time engaged in hostifities with any of 
•the native powers. • , * 

Mahomed 'fusnff enlisted under Clive shortly before 
the battle of Covrcpauk m. 1752, and distinguished 
himself on several occasions during^ 754 and 1755. In 
1754 he was' made Commandant of alt the Company's 
sepoys as af reward for his sew ices agair^I the French in 
t the neighbourhood of Trichi nopoly, aijd was thus spoken 
of by Colonel Lawrence in his a«c#unt ef the War on the 
1 Coaat of Coromandel : “Their whole attention was taken 
Mp in schemos to surprise.our parses, but we so often 
/•hanged our roads, and the time for # bringing* m Our 
provisions, that they never succeeded. We were greatly 
assisted in this b.v a Moorman, #ho for his deserved 

' i e 

merit watt made Commando* of our sepoys. Mahomed 
Isouf Ca % wn, commonly called the Nelloure Subadar from 
- the place whence ho came, had first a company of sepoys 
in our servioo which were raised «by himself. He is an 
excellent partizan, knows the country well, is bravejqnd 
resolute, but cool and wary in action. He Was never 
sparing of himself, bub out upon all parties, and "by his 
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good intelligence brought^ in provision! to keep us CHAP. Y> " 
tolerably well Applied. ije^is b 9 rn a solflier, ard b e^pm*** 0 *^ 
of bis colour, I nefe^saw it the country ” 

Early in 1755 b$ wfts presented* by#Govemment with Government 
a gold medai m acknowledgment <yf his bervice^. This Medal, 
medal had the Compaiy's arias and motto on one side, 1755 • 

and the following inscription on tho other — 

“To Mahomed Isouf Cawn Hihauder, Commander of the 
Honorable English Company’s S8poys, this medal is given • 
by the Honorable the Governor and Council of hoit Saint 
George as reward to courage, and to preset vc to posterity 
the name of a brave sqjr^er, a slAlfull officer, and a fflithfull ~ 

servant.” % # • 

In 1756, the Nawaub ot # the Carnatic* having become^ ^homed 
dissatisfied with the administration of the dHijcucn^-P 
Madura and Tmnevblly under his brother A1 ilifuz Khan, Tfoduiaand 

'Jmnevdly, 

ittftdj^fchem over for three, years to* a native lejitei, and 1750-67 

Mahomed Yusuff was directed to support him with a 

bod$^>f sepoys J&ahfuz Khan submitted qpietly at first, 

but«$n1|rtly afterwards he obtained possession of the 

town of MadjiJ^and hold It against two assaults made 

by a detachment udder Captun Caillaud, and it was n®* 

given up until September 1757, avd then only on eondi- * 

tifin of tjjie discharge of the arreai s of pay duo to the 

garrison. During jVJahdmed Yusuff s stay in tho south 

at this time, he was frequently engaged with the Polygars, ' 

and in November 1757 he defeated Hyder Ally at the * 

Nuttam Pass. f • * 

• * 

About the close of 1758 Mahomed Yusuff WcVs recalled, H 10 m* vices 
and did excellent , service ynder Captain* Preston m ml/o8 ^ 59 ‘ 
harassing and cutting off the convoys pf ths^nemy when s 
on their way to Lally's camp before Madras. He was 
present at the action at the Mount, between Caillaud and 
Dally the younger, on the 9th February 1759, and at lifie , 
storm and capture of Conjeveram |n April of the same year. 
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Shortly afterwards, Qoverjijaeut, in opposition to the 

w^hes* of the Nawaub^who^ regarded Mahomed Yusaff 

with suspicion and aversion, daused^lfe acceptance of his 

offer to rent the districts of MadSlra jmd Tinnevelly for 

five lacks of rupees tfor the 3nsuin$, year*(clear of all 

charges, except such as mi/|ht arise from the necessity of 

defendiug them against foreign enemies, vij«, the French, 

Mysoreans, or the Mahrattas). He accordingly returned 

’ to Madura in May 1759,*and after having reduced the 

* (ioljpries of Nuttam to* subjection, he preceded against 

cortain Polygars jn Tinnevelly where Jie was^generally 

successful. In December^ 760 p^&rce detached by him 

repulsed the Mysore troops tvliicli had advanced from 

1 fDindigul, aud. taken certain farts between that place and 

^TSfadniA. * • 

Mahomed In 1761 Government recommended to the Nawaub that 

continued in aa Mahorhed Yusuff <f had ever proved a faithful servertH^ ' ' 

charge of the Jjc h1 10 u1c1 be continued in the rmmagement of the two 
two Districts, . . 

1761-62. districts, and this was again urgeS in the fobbing 
words : — # ^ 

“ The Board cannot but express their t^ucern that the 
Nabob should shew so much reluctance in continuing Usoff 
Cawn in the management of the Madura and Tinnivelly 
^countrys. * 

“ The reasons which induced fis Co recommend him so 
J strenuously to the Nabob appear upon the minutes of former 
consultations, and we did hope they were sufficient to have 
convinced him of fchc ficcessity of granting a cowle 1 to him 
for these ccuntrys. Whatever cause the Nabob may have to 
complain of any disrespectful behaviour from Usoff Cawn, we 
f think that it will be most prudential to wave all resentment 
for the present, which, if gratified, might involve us in a now * 
scene of troubles, and tend greatly to impede the suooess of 
i2H> undertakings we are> now engaged in. 


} 1 A lease. 
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44 Resolved. Thai a lettex^be wrcjte to tfce Nabob to recoin- CHAP 
tnend noUtd^delay any linger tj settle */ith Usoil’ Cawn 
* fear nine lacks of rupees wlnc$i # lie has % e presented to be the 
utmost he is able to aikiw for the rgiil of the Madura and 
Tinnevelly co^ntrys^ • • # 

These terms were agreed to in January 1762. • e 

Notwithstanding tkp # confidence m Mahomed Yusuff Government 
thus expressed by Government, that oi*icer had in 1756 against 
been suspected by Captain Oakland of an intention to 
make himself independent, »nd .these suspicions were 
represent^ by .him, accompanied by the ad\ice to rdlal * 
Mahomed Yusuff 44 a^bmng mure likely to create dtsturb- 
ances than to quiet thorn % his talents being entirely of* 

% military character, and ho # being fond # of? overturning 
for showing them/* • % 

Government at thfht time seem to have held the same ' 
•-«p:nion, for in December 1^56 they necorded^the following 
Resolution : — * 

m 

** JJahomed UsofL Cawn being troublesomy to Mahfuz 
Cawn.^) tho present renter, and also to the Polygais , it is 
determined him, aiiu. to leave Lieutenant Rumbold 

in command.” * £ • 

However, no fftrthef *teps wei£ taken, and %li*> sus- 
picions of Government seem to have been subsequently 
removed. % • • ~ ~ 

^In July 1762 C&ptam Preston, Commanding at Tuchi-.faptam - 
nopoly, brought to the notice of Government that some 

of Mahomed YusufPs emissaries had#bcen detected m 
* • # • 1762 

attempting to bribe the sepoys of the garnsorv*to desert ; 
tiiat he, Mahomed Yusuff, had already about 6, 000 •sepoys, 
and 800 horse all well armed, and that ho^l^ purchased * 
many thousand firelockb from the Dutch and Danes , that 
he had likewise collected many Europeans and Cof)ree% 
and that some thousands of workmen were being emp* 

"on the fortifications *of Madura, | 

VOL. I, . 
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Abgut the end 4f the year, -Mah 
_^stilities agaAist the t King Jof TravanegW without aHy 
authority ^either frofn the Nlwaub,^pf from Government, 
and took forcible possession of seferaj villages belongmg 
to that Rajah's territory. He alfeo begjjn to raise additional 
troops in Tarrjore, and iji the districts of the Southern 
Poly gars. Government upon reviving information of 
those proceedings issued positive orders, requiring 
Mahomed Yusuff to return to Madras forthwith. 

, This he refused to do, and in February ^763 he hoisted 
French Colours m his camp, and in tl^e sevei^d forts in 

Cl r 

his possession. Ac this ti^ne h,** troops in the town of 
Madura were estimated at 5,u00 sepoys, 7,000 colleries, 
1,700 blac 1 : horse, 200 Europeans, 12 "field pieces, and# 
howitzers. Those in his other forts <and outposts were 
reckoned at 5,000 sepoys, 8,000 colleries, and a few 
horse. • ‘ 

r* 

In the month of June, Govermnent, on the advice of 
General Laurence who counselled Immediate y^fction, 
directed t 1 o assembly of a force 1 at Trichinopoly tinder 


Euiopean Cavalry 

.. about 

163 

Artilkry for 10 guns and 2 howiUe^s*- 

• >» 

60 

European lufantry rank and falo 

• • >i 

600 

Coffrees or Topassos 


106 

Five* battalions of sepoys , 

• • i) 

5,000 

Nawaub’s Sepoys 

0 

2,000 

„ Hoise 

» 

2,000 

9,91$ 


1st Battalion (1st Regimen 4 N I ) Captain James Fitzgdtald 


3rd ' 

» a (2nd „ 

.> ) 

„ Ross Lang, aucoeeded 


TV 1 1 4 


by John Croley. 

4th 

Otd „ 

.. ) 

, v Simon Hart. 

5th 

(4th „ 

) 

„ George Airey. 

9th 

„ (8th „ 

» ) 

„ John Croley* succeeded 


^ , by Humphrey Harper. 

About 100 Europeans from Bombay, parity artillerymen* and partly 
belonging to H.M. 96th Foot jubsequently joined the force, 
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Hie command of Colonel «Monsqn fori tluj reduction of 
Mftdura. The # $roops marcaecf or* the 2 ml August, ar*d 
BOOH experienced \Jje enterprising 'character of their 
opponent, for on the 11th of that month a reconnoitring 
party was attackedjLy a superior f<vce, and compelled to 
retreat with the loss of ^ 150 sepoys killed and wounded, 
and 200 stan<\of arms* taken On the Jrd Soptomber 
another reconnoitring party, sejifc from (?olonol Monson’s 
camp at Teppacolum m the shbuibs of Madina, was 
driven back vy^h the loss* of £>ne European officer killed, , 
and 16 ow 17* Europeans killed and, wounded Fire 

was opened on the pi m § October*, but the artillery 
of the enemy being supemi, little impres*ion was made, 
and the siege was*iaisod m Govern boi owm^ to the wan t* 
of men and materiel. The jorce fell back, and'tocik post 
at Tirumboor 1 to await reinforcements,, ’and Colonel 
TKonson returned to Tuchtfiopoly leaving Majof Preston 
in command. * 

be mentioned here that while the # troops were 
being assembled* at TruAunopoly, a coitatn Monsr ( 
Maudave, resiafng *at Tranquebar, announced hnnsolf^s. 
being the representative *1 the French Govei nrrA^, and < 
in# possession of full powers for directing the affamr of 
that nation in India** by virf»ue of which authority ho 
demanded a cessation of hostilities on the ground that, 
Madura had beon ceded to the French by Mahomed^ 
Yusuff in July 1762 during the vrar, and that he was 
consequently entitled to th& benefit of th# 'existing 
suspension of arms. He furthePasserted that the 'French 
party in Madura, commanded’by Monsr. f'lajjucourt, had 
been commissioned by hun,and was acting under his orders. 
As Monsr. Maudave did not furnish Government with a 
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* About six miles easf of Madura 



188 f 


STC^IY OF TAB MADfylS ABUT. 


| 1 » # • fc 

GBAP VI. copy <^f his credentials, f Iris ^^ementVas not believed; 

■‘■'■neqjprtheless, itVs clear,® fromycertain stepp contemplated 
by Government, th£t the dfcmand paused considerable 
embarrassment for%a tftne, but befdre faking these steps, 
the Danish authorities at Traflqueba* were called upon 
for explanation^ and the result was that Monsr. Maudave 
disavowed all connection with the French iiji Madura, and 
left India for tho Islands. • 

Government Early in 17G4 Mahomed YusufP sent a Yakeel to Madras 
offer certain # r • 

toims which c with two letters, one for the Governor, \he other for 
are rejected, Q ouer ^ Lawrence, in bojli of which ho* expressed his 
concern for his past behaviour. promised obedience 
for the future/ tin reply lie was informed that th*e only 
clnjyce hc f had of securing hi£ life and ’property was the 
** immediate surrender of all tlw places* in his possession 
upon the following terms, which were delivered to his 

* * , 40 V a 

Vakeel on the 12th January :-r~ 


“ Whereas Mahomed UsoflT Cawn, laic renter of the Madura 
and Tinnivelly count rys, has V>y letters to the Honoryrtffe the 
President, and to General Lawrence, exposed himself sorry 
.. ,f<r* his late disobedient conduct, and desirous 1 "®: returning to 
Ins obedience ; we, the Governor *in Council of Fort St. 
Geotge, do hereby engage our words and honor, that in case 
-Mahomed ILsoff Cawn does^ restore |io such persons as we 
'Appoint to receive them, the Forts of l^adura and Palam~ 

’ cottali, together with all other Foits and places under his 
orders belonging to t he Madura and Tinniyelly countryS ; a 
fair and true account Aiall bp taken off all the guns, stores, 
ammunition 4 , provisions, ai^id expenses which he has been at, 
on account ofothesr countrys and places, <and that for all these 
articles he fhrcWhayo due credit, and if it appears after he 
has been debted for the rent due from the country at nine v 
lacks per year since July 1761, that any balance is coming to 
shall faithfully be paid, and Usoff Cawn may freely 
come under our protection to Madras, or go to any other 
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* • * 
place he pleases,, wi&out anv hurt or hindrance being offered |hap. VI 
toMm." *• 7 — 

• . 4# * r # « 

As these terms* were rijfc accepted, operations were 
resumed reader the injection of M$jor # Charles*Campbell, 
the senior officer o^the Company's jtroops. 

Ou the 29fch April five redgubfcs were taken by Storm. 

Batteries werg opened#on the 9th June, th? breaches were 
ready on the 22nd, and the place was to ifhve been assault- 
ed on the morning of the 23rd,* but was postponed until Assault 
the 26th owinjjp to a heavjr faH of .rain. Tho passage of repulsed ' 
the ditch -was so difficult that the arms and ammunition 

i 

of most of the men became w£t m crossing it, add the — 1 

assault was repulsed with**Sss. Two offices were killed/ 
and eight wounded, and a^out 120 EurojSeaqs, and <50* y^Jor Camp- 
natives, killed ancj wounded. Major Campbell; kr*ow A »ng the plate*** 8 * 
that almost the whole available force in tNj Presidency 
“■Was already with him, did >iot consider it prudent to run 
the risk of another assault, and eon\ cried the siege mto 
a bluejcade. % $ 

The following is a copy of Major Campbell^ report of His report'd 
the failure, a«A* tff Ins dispositions for the attack : — ° a3 m@ 


Proceedings* of Government , 2nd July 1704? 

To 

The Hon’blo Re-pay Paijv, Esq , 

i President and Governor and Council , 

Fort Si. George 

Honorable Sir and Sirs, 

It is with the utmost concern/ am Abli^od to acquaint you 
that we have this day met with a repulse in th5 attack of 
Madur&. The 24th jnstant I }iad the ho^or tp enclose the 
0ovemor a copy of two Councils *of Vysucj'kf which the 
Honprable Board will be pleased to observe that by the 
report of Major Call, Chief Engineer, and by the observation 
of all the other Field Officers, several breaches were^j^^fl 1 
practicable and the ditch fordable^ in consequence of which 
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oar disposition for the attack* determined- on ; and by the 
opinion of all, agreeably # to tfte enclosed ; anS. 1 think I may 
venture to say that if any one (of oar ^tfcacks had succeeded 
the place must havg be%n taken. This morning edrly, at the 
signal given, the assaulj^ was mack^but ^jhafc vyth the severe 
rains we have for several days had, the mud in the ditch was 
so much softened and many lioles either made by the enemy** 
or our shells ( wlfich were not before discovered, thongh 
people had crossed the clitcji several times), that the troops in 
pushing on eagerly had theij; arms and most of their cart* 
#id£es rendered useless, but they still went\n in hopes of 
driving the enemy with tjjieir bayonets/ and when Major 
.Preston was gallantly leading* thf' on to the right he was 
unfortunately ^Toninded ; they, however, got up in several 
^places to the top of the towert, but the* enemy had under 
cover A> many men with long pikes whiclr they kept pushing 
across one another and throwing large stonos, hand granades 
and shellS down the breach, that our soldiers found it impos*-** 
sible, notwithstanding the spirited example of all the officers 
to gain the %top of any oj the breaches, and therefore 
retreated, oar loss in this unfortunate affair is Captain 
Bullock and Ensign Vashon killed, Major^gopfccn, Captains 
*l£.*kpatrick and Thomas Fitzgerald and Lieutenants Ware 
and Ch/en, Ensigns Macdonald and Bruce wounded, and I 
guess about 120 Europeans killed and wounded, besides mahy 
others who have slight brinies wrth tltones, but I have not 
• yet been able to get an exact return df them or sepoys, 
though I suppose there are of the latter about 50 killed and 
wounded, but I hc^ie from the report of the Surgeons that 
Captains' ICjrkpa trick and FitSgerald and about 40 of the 120 
Europeans above mentioned will shortly be fit for duty, hut 
upon Major J^resfon 1 and the ’other officers wounds are very 
dangerous, ^e have had very unusual and severe rains here 
lately, and this afternoon it has been so excessive hard that the 


1 This offioer died of bis wounds shortly afterwards. 
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whole country is unier wate*, |ijd consequently *our trenches pH 
quite full, wiic^ has destroyed usta great /leal of ammuni- f 
tion, and has prever^ed us Vrom undertaking one of the 
plans agreed on by Maj<fc* Call, Wood* and myself of attempt- 
ing a second $ssaul£but we have stilly two things left, either 
of which may prove favorable, viz., to wait and collect more 
ammunition, or blockade ^iim (the rebell) so* closely that he 
must at last surrender. The Nabob is in surprizing spirits 
after such a disappointment, and^seems to be determined to 
exert himself in such a manner jn providing powder, &c., and 
that his preserve proves of iufinito service at this' juncturd. 


HAP. VI. 


» t 


4 I hawe, &c ^ # 

(SlStieJ) CHARI.ES CAMPBELL* 


Camp before Madura, 
2 6th June 1764* 


Disposition for the Attack on the Rioiu under Major Preston. 

The Forlorn Hope on the^right to pass into the ditch by 
the large descent wherif the gabions are placed, and being 
followed by the oldest Lieutenant of Grenadiers and 24 
Grenadiers of the .1st Company, arc, as soon they have 
crossed the aifcfi* tcL file to the left and mount the corner, 
tower of the False Bray, frpm whence they are to aicend the 
angle bastion, and take possession thereof, driving with-^heir 1 * 
bayonets ^all before thqm ; after .them are to march a Non- - 
Commissioned Officer and 6 Artillerymen with their haver, 
sacks, a few charges of grapeshot fixt for 3 and 6 lbs., 
tubes, gpungers and rammers ; lightened match in a pot and*-" 
portfires ready. The rest of the 1st Company of Grenadiers 
are to mount the False Bray tower opposite the passage, and 
turning a little to thg right, m 9 unt the first square tower of 
the inner wall on the west face ; after tbem’J'oco carpenters ' 
and as many pioneers with axes are to follow, and be ready to 
Cut the cocoanut trees if necessary. 

The 1st Troop of Horse to follow the 1st Comp»: ; Sf 
Grenadiers till they have crossed tlie ditch and then turn off 
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CHAP. Vf . to the* right/ mount the f sego^iA tower of the inner wall ; a 

• 1 * 3 y Hon-Coramissio^od Officer and 4 Artilleryman with 8 lb. 
grape fixt, # and all necessaries (o follovj the troojiera, to use 
the gun of the enepue** which is sn^osed to be there. One 
Serjeant and twelve ^Battalion* \o p^h di^ctly into the 

follow the 1st Troop of 

A Captain, two^Subal terns and forty men of the battalion 
are to be placed on the ri^ht of the first descent, and when 
the Forlorn Hope marches put «fchey are to enter the ditch 
opposite the enemy’s redoubt, turn off a little to the right at 
the foot of the countersoy’p, pass the ditch, cYear off the 

• curvelle before the enemy’s *re(J and mount the third 
tower of the F»ib* Bray opposite when they pass *\i ditch, 

* after whicff, when in the False* -Bray, they arc to turn a little 
, to the*riglit and mount tht thu*l tower ctf the inner wall. 

A second party of a Capt.un, tw T o Subalterns and forty 
men of tfie Battalion to pass thjt ditcli in the same manner" 
and place, and follow the 1st Troop Horse. 

Captain Ilftiper and one Subaltern with 0 companies of his 
battalion “ ,of sepoys, which are to be lodged in the demy- 
paiallcl on the right, to march out from by the right 

* error the glacis (two companies going to the right of all at the 
0 eecon* descent, the other form to the first s ) and enter the 

ditch alter the Europeans, then mount the False JBray and 
the innei wall at all the eurtams and*towers they can, to the 

• right of all the Emopeans. 

The other three companies of Captain Harper’s battalion 
with one Subalter* to # be lodged in the parallel between the 
8-gun batU'ty and the other ‘battery on the right, ^and when 
the res! of the troops marfih into the ditch from the sap, they 
are to mo\(\ou^briskly directly to the Tow part of the glacis 
before them, descend from thence into the ditch with or 

1 i.e , 12 men from the Battalion Companies, 

1 9th Battalion (8th Regiment N.I ). 

3 “ Sic m ong 


enemy*s redoubts and afterwards 
Horse. # 
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without ladders astshall be practicable, and ihount th^ False I 

Bray and in%ei*wall directly $ppo^e ; aftet\ they aro part of | 
them to tyro off tbo ri^lft and take possession of tho 
bastion where the French flag is, aml*pavt to tlte left of it 
and the west ^atew ay. • * 

The select picket and tho two companies of sepoys of 
Captain Croley’s 1 Batfylibn to T)t* posted in tiie 5-gun battery 
to the right, and one Serjeant and 12 rank and file with the 
O&ffrees and some Pioneers, whj are to carry ladders and 
endeavour to escalade the jvest gateway in front where they 
cannot be seei/from any flank. Aftt^ the sepoys have attaakod# 
and drove Sway the enemy’s sepoys in yu covered wa^ before 
the gate, a Non-Coranf5v ; ,onec^ Officer and eight Aitillcrymcn 
with lFdb. cartridges and grapeshot, tubes, ^mnger, rammers, 
match, &c to bo ready to flJlow this detachment. 

The rest of tin* army ty be in the trenches* tol'/ olT in 
divisions and platoons, and i\ idy to support the attacks or * 
cover their retreat. • . * 

, ('* Copy.) 

(Signed) (\ CAMPBELL. 

Disposition foj;tflc Attack on the Left under Major Wood. 

A Serjeant and twelve men from the battalion to pas* .nth 
the ditch by the descent opposite Uio enemy’s recTk^lhi an^ 
push directly into it. The 2nd troop of horse to descend 
immediately after at riio same fdacc, but turn off a little to 
the left and pass fhe ditch on the left of the redoubt opposiO 
the third tower of the False Bray, and from thence mount 
ihe third tower of the inner wall, v^lier# tho Serjeant is to 
join them. • <> 

The second company of Grenadiers arc to pass ihe ditch 
[at the same time as tho Serjdhnt and 12} by xTp first descent 
>n the left, and, turning a little to the Jeft as they cross the « 
litcb, mount the breach in the second tower of the False 


I? A P VI. 


1 3rd Battalion (2nd Eegftnent N.I.). 


vox,, r. 
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CHAP. \ I Bray, ^nd fromHhepce the se$on<^ tower <K the inner wall. A 
| Non-Commissioned Officer anS^four Artiller^tm^. with 3 lb. 
grapeshot fixt, spuntfers, ranfners, jiffies, poetfiree and 
matches lighted in gots, % to follow thei Grenadiers. 

A Captain, two Subalterns and 80 fron^ the battalion 
to descend into the ditch immediately after the Grenadiers, 
cross over a little to the right and m^unt the ^first tower of 
the False Bray, dk the left of that of the angle and from 

* thence the first tower of thinner wall. 

Captain Fitzgerald and one # Sul*al tern with six companies 
*ctf iiis battalion 1 of sepoys to be lodged in th& demy-parallel 
to the b'ft and inarch out fipm thence by *the left over the 
glacis and enter the ditch afycr^Jfb Europeans, mount the 
breaches in thc^ lowers of the False Bray, and from thence 
^ «pass on to the left of the Europeans and ntount the walls at 

• all the Vowcrs and curtains when? they can find an ascent. 

The other thl-ec companies of Captain Fitzgerald’s battalion 
with one GubaUcrn to be lodged in the parallel between the 
7-gun battery and the battery of thc>ieft of all, and when the 
rest of the troops march into^the ditch, the three companies 
of sepoys arc to move on briskly directly to the low part of 
the glacis, there descond into the ditch witlToj^witibout ladders 
as^hall bo practicable, and mount the False Bray and inner 
# wall dii tJkly opposite, after which part of them arc to turn to 
the ‘right and part to the left, taking possession of the 
adjacent towers. * • o‘ 

, Three companies of Captain Croley’s battalion of sepoys, 
with people chosen to carry ladders, are to be lodged on the 
left of the 5-gun baftery on the left of ail, and when the other 
troops begin tlie attack, they are to move on quickly towards 
the flank of the old gateway to the north, and witn ladders 
endeavour t^uscalade and take possessidn thereof and of the 
r other gateway* wheft? the rebell’s flag is hoisted. One Sub- 
altern and 30 Volunteers from the battalion to lead this last 


1 1st Battalion (1st Regiment N.I.). 
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detachment. The #eat of tlje army to be # in die trenches told bfiAP, vi. 
off in divisions tnd platoons rlady support their attacks or I ~ — 
cover theia retread 

(A Copy.) # 

(Signed) C. CAMPBELL. 

0 

The blockade havirvg'been^trictly maintained for some Sunrmiet of 
months, muck scarcity, and consequent discontent ensued, Mttdlllu 
which resulted in the formation of a party against 
Mahomed Yusuff, and oi\ thq 13th October lie wa* seized 
and configec^by Monsieur Marcliand commanding •tli # o # 
detachment of Frenc^. The place wits surrendered the Executing «>f 
next day, and on tho 1 hi 1 Mahomed Vusuff was hanged* 1 y^^ ed 
as a robel by order of the Nawaub. • * • 

Doubts have been expressed as to whether Mj^iomouReiimiks 
Yusuff was driven* into fvbcllion by circumstances, or • 
whether he had all along intended to mak? himself 
independent. From the^ year 1701 ho appears to have 
omitted to make tho payments m consideration of which 
the districts had been mado dver to him ; nevertheless he 
spent largf epjr±A in maintaining a force very much 
superior, both inTiumbors, and equipment, to what \y aid 
have been quite "sufficient to moc£ all legitimato^equirq- 
iflents. Moreover he employed a large number of* men 
upon the fortifications of Madura, already sufficiently 
strong to have made a good defence against European 
troops. These facts seem to warrant the conclusion th$t 
Mahomed Yusuff KJhan, had, for some time before lie broke 
out int(* open rebellion, formed tho dosigu of making 
himself independent. Tho consciousness of ^reat military 
talents, the strength of his position^ sbH tue successful 
example of Hyder, all tended to induce him to make such 
an attempt. 


1 Appendix?!!. 
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Bern arks of 
the Couit of 
Dneetors 


Application < 
Iioto Bengal 
" foi tl oops. 


ThefcCourt* o£ Directors wyre#much dissatisfied with the 
conduct of Government in^his matter* a^d wrote as 
follows : — # f $ * 

“ As you well knew the genius, jrrfbition, and abilities of 
this man, we could 'r^sh he hatl not^et >fith so much 
indulgence from you, and th§,$ a mc^re watchful eye had been 
kept upon all his actions, as this evefit might probably have 
been foreseen, and expected, € from such a character.” 

> In the montli of August, the Bengal Government 
applied for assistance ,to enablb them to prosecute the 
war against Shujah JDowlah. They urged *±hat their 
European troops W 9 re wofn out byssickness and fatigue, 
tiiat their sepoys were infected 'ey a mutinous spirit, and 
r jthat the Company's affairs yi Bengal .were in a very 
precarV>us • state. The Madras Government in reply 

regretted tlicir inability to spare a single man in addition 
to the 10* officers, anM 1G5 m^n they had already sent 
during the year, but they promised a reinforcement 


whenever Madura should fall. 


r * 

Service against Polygars, lTfiy-GIft 

« s. 

Fronyrthe end of 1764 up to* June 1767 detachments 
weref employed against the Poly gar chiefs of the central 
and southern Carnatic, all cf whom* "after a good deal of 
desultory fighting, were reduced to submission for the 
r , i time. 

Polygurs of The force 2 sent# against the Polygars to the north of 
Carnatic TriclnnopoJr was commanded by Colonel Charlep Camp- 

fcelL Owing to the dense forests with which that part of 

~ ** « 

11 H M. 56th Regiment .. 8 officers, 61 N.C. R. and File. 
Madras Infantry 2 do. 84 do. do. . 

Do. Artillery . .. 1 Bombardier, 19 gunners. 

^Detachments 0 f Madras European Infantry and Artillery. 

The 1st, 6th and 8th Battalions of Sopoys (1st, 6th and 7th _ 
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th& country was thin covesed^the climate ^/as unhealthy, 

and the sep%s # ^ere employed aft much, as possible in 
order to sate the Europeans. The fo^owing extract from 
a report to Governmeiffc J>y ColoneKJanlpbell will give an 
idea of the nafure #f % the service : — • » 



§ Camp, 19th Janmry 1 765." 

“ Honorable Sir, • 

<<# At light this morning I attached the barriers of Wodiar- Nature of th** 
polliem woods, and without Risking any Europeans, I carried 
some of them, 4tnd got to a pagoda* about 18 miles m ttio 1 
woods, and naif way to the capital, but the. roads were 50 full 
of thorns, ditches, and rfet? cut down, tl*it it was five in tho 
afternoon before they were cleared for the guns, which work 
kept the whole army employcd*with forks, hatchcts^hooks, Ac., 
and it is astonishing how thg enemy could quit such <-frong* 
holds, and little forts, which two of their barriers really were. 

Our loss is hardly worth mentioning. * Tho sc,poys 'behaved 
gallantly indeed, and pu c, hed*through the tint k woods, which 
at other times they would have found almost impossible.'* 

In July of the same year Lieutenant-Colonel Wood, Favorable 
commanding* at •Triclii nopoly, brought to tho notice of ethBatfiliou. 
Government the spirited jbehaviour of the 6 th bjittation 
(5th Regiment) at the capture of certain stockade, upar* 
Trichinopoly, and hc^mentioned the Native Commandant, 

Moiden Saib, as having distinguished himself greatly. 

During October the Rajah of Ongole, who had dis- ui 
puted the authority of the Nawaub, was defeated by a* cajole f 
detachment 1 under aMajor Thomas* Fitzgerald, and the 
district was taken possession of Ijy the Company's troops. 

After the* reduction of the Polygars i^i the ^ntral Car- Southern 
natic it was found necessary to procee£ligainst those in 
Tinnevelly. A detachment was accordingly sent from # 


* * 

1 The 15tb Battalion (11th Regiment) was present. The other 
eSWftiTtavenot been found. 
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CHAP,™ Tricllinopoly \mdpr Major ^Flijt, but Ibis-having proved 
■ inadequate, a strong rtinfor^ement marpljec/from Vellore 
under Colonel Donald Campbell %irly if* 1767. The 
force 1 was actively employed ujj to June, by which time 
all the forts of tlw ,Polygar£ having been taken and 
demolished, they tendered thei^ submission. The fol- 
lowing description of the fort at f Washinolloor is taken 
from ono of Colonel Campbell's reports : — 

Description* “ On the 19th the gun* battery was opened at daybreak, 
(^fences at • began to knock off the Me fences of throwers flanking 
Washinelloor. the curtain I intended to broach, which, ^erng feuilt of sun- 
dried ^bricks cemented wifti clay, the shot penetrated, but 
*did no greater^damage than f it<^wn dimensions. Towards 
, 11 o’clocl^ the •angle bastioij bocame very rugged, and 
I ordered .the Artillery Officers to begin with the wall. In 
the evening although upwards*of 500*shot had been thrown 
into it, \did not judg** the breach practicable. 


“ Had tho f escape of the /mo my not been favored by the 
rain they r must have been put to the sword, but it would 
have cost us very dear. On tho inside^oflrthdfr towers the 
only accpss is through a gorge tw? feet wide, to which the 
' rsc£i>tj is very steep, aifd it is besides secured by a door over 
which the battlements and loop-holes are equally .defensible 
with those on the faces, so £liat the ftill of any one of them 
1 noed not have influenced the rest. There is also a square 
.citadel with bastions on the angles, from whence they might 
have killed us a* prodigious number of men after being 
masters of the fort The contempt of death # they have 
acquired is inconceivable.* While the four guns.played upon 
the bread/ thgy *were repairing it very calmly with pal- 


1 Detachments of European Infantry and Artillery, N&wauVs troops, 
atyi^he 7th and 9th Battalions (6th and 8th Regiments). The conduct 
of the 6th under Captain Cc$vper at the fort of Shat to or on the 4th 
May was highly praised by Colonel Campbell. 
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myras and he^ps <ff straw, #noiJ did the ^sn^irors se4m in 
theTeast condpi^^it the fate^pf tfefir companions, some of 
whom, evenf \schargp from the battery tore to pieces.” 

Major-General ^Law^ojice retired in# April 1706 and 
returned to Buglatcf, upoft which pecasion the Nawaub 
obtained permission to i^ake t bnn an allowance of 3,750 
pagodas per annum (about £1,300) in consideration of 
his.eminent services. General Lawrence was succeeded 
by Brigadier- General Caillaud, *who retired in January 
1767, upon w^ch Colonel Joseph Smith was appointed# 
to the comtfiaifd # of the army. 

Transactions with tAe Nizam, 17G5-G7. * 


(B&P VI 

V. 

Geneial Law- 
lenee ret no?, 
176b 

j 


Colonel 
Joseph Sun tli 
commands, 
17G7 


In October 1766 the Madras Government were advised 
by Lord Clive that^the King of Delhi had inado L free 
gift of the Northern Circars to the East India Company. 

These districts being th^ja held by the Ni/.arn, a force 1 
under Brigadier-Genorar Caillaud was sent to take pos- 
session of them early m 1766, and met with no serious 
opposition, except at the fort at Condapilly, which was 
taken by stdrm***' the 7th March. 

Upon this, the Niz^rr, who was not disposed to 
surrender his claims without resistance, threatened » to ^ 
invade the Carnatic, and the Government of Madras 
becoming alarmed, deputed General Caillaud to t 

Hyderabad with full powers. 

The result was a treaty concluded on the 12th Novem-'* Cession of 
ber, by which the Nizam consented to the cession of circar^mV 1 
Rajahmundry, Ellore, Chicacole, and Guntoor subject to 
an annual tribute of°nine lacks of rupeesj bV, with the 
proviso that Guntoor, then in possession of Basalut Jung, 


1 Detachments of European Infantry and Artillery. % , 

The Sod (reduced), 8rd (2nd Regimenh Native Infantry), and lSth > 
Battalions of Sepoys. 
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CHAP.JVI. a brother of tyhe # Nizam, f/as # to be etmtinusd to him for 

’Z J life, during which continuance the annjj r if j^ymentb tyere 

J to be limited to sev&n lacks. 0 , « 

Detachment The Madras Gavermment furth&* enfraged to furnish a 
joins the * . _ . . , . , 

Nizam, 1767. detachment of troops to “ settle m'e*'erytming right and 

• proper, the affairs of llis JJighnpss* Government.” The 

intention of this^boing that the Nizam should be assisted 

in a projected attack 01 a Hyder, Colonel Joseph Sipith 

was sent to Hyderabad early in 1767 to arrange the 

details, and on the 20th* January ho granted an 

audience at which it was determined, that *fche English 

detachment should assemble on tko Kistna, and proceed 

with the Nizam’s Army against Bangalore. 

Detaching* Tho detachment 1 rnarchod accordingly, but shortly 

!v/uin. thC after' the* junction had beoji offeeted, Colonel Smith 

retired towards the British frontier on discovering that 

tlie Nizam was secretly negotiating with Hyder. The 

Madras Government liowever^vlid not share in the 


The Nr/am 
and H> dei 
pLoparc to 
invade the 
Carnatic. 


Colonel's suspicions, and # permitted three battalions of 
sepoys t<i remain in the Nizami cam^as a proof of their 
confidence. r Chis force was reduced^rfton afterwards to 
fivS c^npanies under Captain, Georgy Brown, for whose 
safn^ considerable Apprehensions were entertained*, but 
they were ultimately permitted to depart without molesta- 
tion a few days bofore the commencement of hostilities. 

About the end of May the Nizam and Hyder prepared 


to enter tho Carnatic, while the English, on their part, 
ondeav«mred to strengthen their frontier by taking pos- 


1 EuropeajwArtillery — 7 Officers, 


• 

90 Non- commissioned Officers tod 


Do. Infantry, 27 do. 637 do. do. 

1st Battn. of Sepoys (1st Regt. N.I.) from Ongole, Capt. J. Fitzgerald. 


2nd 


(reduced) 

> from the e „ 

Chaignean. 

3 V d 

>1 

(2nd Regt. N.I.) , 

J Circars, ( „ 

0. Brown. 

6th 


(4th „ ) 

from Vellore, „ 

W. Baillie. 

6th 

M 

(Wh „ „ ) 

from the South,,, 




HISTORY ^OF TH8 .MADRAS ARMY. 


201 


i » . • 

session 1 of certain* places *n fie Baranjah/l belonging to CjLap. VT. 
Hydsr, viz. ,lVfJhiem baddy, liYipafoor, an$ Caveripatam. • • 

An attefti^ to tal*e tho rock fort aUKistnagh^rry which Br^ishiroops 
was made on 3rdf June wa^ rJpuhed with loss BaramShal. 
although the tffornmig part'y behavod*with much galfcmtry. 

Jt is mentioned by Wilks tiiat nearly tlje whole of the # 

European Grenadiers were killed by fragments ot rock 
thrown from the summit. Cohtnel Smith, in his report to 
Government, stated that " In the unsuccessful attack of 
the rock o^Kistnaghorry, the Grenadiers of the Aid ' 

Regiment behaved with remarkable spirit and firpmoss. 

The officer that led them, Captafn Robert VillierJ 
Fitzgerald, 2 distinguished himself grcjUiy, as well as 
Messrs. Godfrey* Bandinef and Fitzgerald. * It ij> but* 
justice in mo to refcqinmend them to your favor.” 


• * 

Mutiny of the fCKRS IN BeNO\ 1, 176b. 

When Meer Jaffier became Nawaub ot Bengal after the 
victory at Plassey, he bestowed upon the British Officers 
an additional allowance equal to the amount of their field 
batta. This allowances known as double bnt^u, 'was 
continued for several years, but when the Fast IqjhaP 
Company*made permanent arrangements for maintaining 
a field force for the protection of the Nawaub's ten itones, 
the Court of Directors determined to withdraw the extra 
batta, and they sent out re*peated instructions to that? 
effect, but these wese not carried Sut until Lord Clive's 
return todBengalin 1765, when orders were issued direct- 
: . . , ** 

1 The troops employed consisted of European Infantry and Artillery, 
and of the 1st, 4th and 14th Battalions of Sepoys (1st, 3rd and 10th 
Regiment® N.I.). 

a The command of the 1st Battalion of Sepoys having become vacant 
/shortly afterwards, it was conferred ujfon Captain Fitzgerald a* a * 
si-iwariTTur his conduct. 
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in" tftat thc*al|Gwpce of 4oubJe bat^ should be discon- 
tinuc'd from tlu^lst Jn ttuary^J 706 with ^fta^in ter.ipbfary 
exceptions^ The treasure was effected /without any 
apparent, opposition, *but very c s f nor^ afterwards tho 
officer^ entered intom*, combi rial ion , Xd 0 endeavour, by the 
simultaneous resignation of#»t]u‘ii\eonmiisfeions, to compel 
Government to paneel the obnoxious ord6r. The field 
officers, with one notable exception, viz., Lieutenant- 
Colonel Sir Robert Fletcher, 1 commanding the 1st Brigade 
tvUMoTighyr, who was ’tried and cashiered ‘/or fomenting 
and encouraging the mutiny, were not ooncerhed. 

’ On the 1st May, the Bengal 'Government, having 
ascertained 130 officers had subscribed to the com- 
bination, tflid bound themselves to maintain and support 


1 This officer, lion a Lieutenant in the Madras Army in January 
17^0, wastmmmnnlv di.sn ’s^od for having written an insolent letter to 
Government, but 1 having apologised, gnd begged to be allowed to '-vivo 
as a 1 nlimteoi, he was reinstated at tlie i?it ercession of Colonel Coot*' 
I 1 , did good s<y’vir<« dining the war of 1760-61, and w«ms afterwards 
nt i o mamnoit re the Fieneh set laments at Bourbon and the Maurit, is, 
foi which lv' received tho t hanks of Government. In August 1702 he 
accompanied tho expedition to Manilla as Cnptain^r rd Brigade-Major. 

fn» December 1762 he was transferred to tho Bengal Establishment 
with the 4 'lank of Major. Early in 1^66 he trail risen to tho rank of 
' Liowteuant-Colonel, and to the command of one of the three Brigades of 
which the Bengal Army was then composed. 

In October of the same year he win e«\ thieved for his share in the 
< Mutiny, but being a man of wealth and influence, lie was restored to 
the soi vice and sent out to Madras in 1771 as a full Colonel. He 
\ ucceeded General Joseph Smith as Commandor-in-Chief in August 
1/72, bur made him elf so obstructive to the Government, that in 
January 177 ( 3 he was ordered ta take command of tho garrison at 
Tnrhmwpoly sons to get rid of bim in Council, hut instead of obeying, 
be pleaded bi^ privilege as Member of Parliament, and stated that lie 
desired to return to h\s duty in the House. '’Government acceded to 
this request, freed "fum of his obligations to serve the Company, and 
permitted him to u<> to England He again returned to Madras about 
the end of 1775 Commander-In-Chief, and immediately, began to 
intrigue against Lord Pigot, in whose arrest and deposition he was 
implicated. lie died in December 1776 when on hia way to the 
Mauritius ou JVledii al Ceitilieale * L 




Incompliance with this rcrjnifition forty-two officers, 
two companies of tin* 1st •EiujopoaH Regiment, ami 210^ 
recruits patched during the month of J uiie, but the 

mutiny had been%upp»osed b<?£ure their arrival, Ify the # 
resolution of Clive, and the iinmness of* ( Jove rumen t, who* 
lmd diieeh d tin* acceptance of every <fonfmi$sion^ Unit 
might be tendered Clive arrived at Moughyr or. Ilie 
loth May, restored order ammigst the men of the 1st 1 
Brigade, and sent all the disaffected ftfiicers Jo Cateutta. 

On the 20th of file sain*' month he arrived at the Head 
Quarters of the 3rd Brigade near Patna, wl^ose conduct 
had been le^s violent, and who submitted at once upon 
his appearaw e. , # TiTh 2nd Brigade which had manifested 
a very insubordinate spirit throughout, did not^rekirn 
to their duty until "they heard of th«i submission id the 
Olivers at Moughyr ami at Patna, 

In July the Bengal Government, thanked that of 
Madras for their assistance which had “ greatly contri- 
buted to overset this mutinous combination, and bring 
the officers to a proper way oi t limiting, and vje^umiot 
but congratulate you, gentlemen 4 on the happy is.* fuc of 
this affair in 'which youi have hi;d so greafra par??” 


The three Brigades of wbioh the Bengal Army was then composed 
*;l . e commanded by officers who had been transferred from the Madras 
fcldHblMhment, viz., the 1st Brigade by Sir* Robert Fletcher, the 2nd by 
’on el Rtehard Smith, and the 3rd by Colonel Sir Robert Barker. 


CH\P. VI. 

# — <► 


Officers and 
men sent 
fgom Madras.’ 


Clive 

snppo i <*s 
tin- Mut ins , 


Thanks of 
llio Bengal 
Government. 



OHAP./VI. 

UlfcimSte * 
disposal of 
the Afadr/a 
Contingent. 


r 


Donation to 
the Officers, 
from Madras. 
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On the 1 at September, |bh^ distwlanogg* being quite 

at an end, nineteen 1 cffftcer^ were sent^jacJ ; 

the remaining twenty-three, together jfel* the two 
companies of EuAipeifn Infantry ^er^ransferred to the 
Bengal Establishment* The followihgis aYl extract from 
the letter rectpved from tJ*e Bengal Government on the 
occasion : — f * • 

“ In consideration of tht expense these gentlemen have 
been at in coming to our assistance at so short a warning, we 
<havc allowed to each Captain l,0t)0 rupees, to^he Subalterns 
500 each, and volunteers 250, which they have'* accordingly 
received, and also tljeir batia to the dud of the month 

“ Such of the officers who* have lately resigned, and are 
thought d^serVirig, will be restored to their commissions, 
and the re^t sent to Europe by the first opportunities. 

“We bog to repeat our hearty thaifks for the assistance 
you so rtadily^ gave u;. m the late critical situation of our 
affairs, and wo hope the sucCek\ which has attended our 
endeavours to crush so unexampled and dangerous a combina- 
tion, will effectually provide against any attempt of the same 
nature. * 

Fori William, (Signed) CLIVE, 

September 17GG. v and Council.” 


1 Captains Fletohci, Marchan' 1 , and Oitrn. 

Lieutenants Gravely, Duncanson, Shaw, Knox, Godfrey, Neild, and 
Btlchffo 

Ensigns Watts, Mooie, Naiine, and Hammond. 

Quartermaster Patteison 

Volu iteers Dunn amf Baiton * 

LientenVuit Fnovioikeis Rebuts and Cair. 
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*sl Cavalry, i L763~l?t>7 . 

Both troop^LC i ialry, and iiKollje Hussars, sorved 
with the arnay dfi^ig the operations before Maduia m 
1763-64. They acted on foot with the Infantiy # at the 
capture of the Redoubts in April 17(Ff, and at the 
unsuccessful attempt to btorn^the town m June. 

During 1766 it was resolvecPto reduce llie two troops 

to a party of 30 men to be commanded by a Lieutenant, 

* • • 1 
and to send: all the Hussars to Bengal with their aims and 

accoutrements, but this measure was not finally Earned 

out until June 1767, when tlie surplus men were drafted 

into the artillery, and infantry, and *thd hprsos made 

over to the Nawajib. • 

In July 1767, (Jblonel Josepli Smith, then with the 
Army at Yamembaddy for the pin pose of opposing the 
entrance into the Ca.natic of Hyder and the Nizam, 
strongly urged the necessity of raising a ^rong body of 
Native Cavalry, but Government declined to take any 
steps towards tha^ end, partly on account of the expense, 


CHAP VI. 

\ 


employed at 

Madtua, 

1763-64 

> 


JR eduction, 
1767 


Government 
lef ii l * 
iaiso n body 
of Native 
Cavaliy, 

1767 


and partly because tbeir views were strictly limited t6 
the defence of the Carnatic, a 1 ne of policy vo which 
they did not long adhere. 
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Royal 
Artillery 
orc&red to 
England 
1763 . 


Volurfffeers 
for the 
Company's 
eervico, 

1764. 

Augmenta- # 
ti on. 1 765. 


X^uns in use. 


Reorganisa- 

tion. 


» Artillery, 1763-1767. . - 

1 # • / 

About the end of # 1763 tire detafhment of Royal 

Artillery serving in Madras^ was recalled to England, but 

by the authority of the Board of Ordnance, «11 the guns, 

muskets, and stores belonging to the detachment were 

made over to the Compan/, and such Subalterns and Non- 

Commissioned Officers^xnd men as desired*to remain in 

India, were permitted to enter the Comp^njr^service. 

% • » 

• The number who* took advantage of this permission 

consisted of 1 Corporal, 1 Drummer, and 60 men. 


• • 

In February 1765 the establishmerft was increased to 
three companies, and *he pay of Lieutenant Fireworkers 
was raised to the same as that of^Fnsign, viz., 4 shillings 
a day. , 

It appears from a letter from the Court of Directors, 
dated 26th April 1765, that the field gutts then in use 
at Madras weie six and twelve pqunders v and that medium 
oighteen-pounders werfc being sent out from England foy 
siege purposes. 


In November 1765 the army was* reorganised in 
consequence of instructions from the Court, and the 
strength of each company of Artillery was fixed at— 


1 Caplaic. 

1 Captain -Lieutenant. u 

2 Lieutenants. * 

3 Lieutenant Fireworkers. 
6 Serjeants. 


6 Corporals. 

3 Drummers. . 
8 Bombardiers 
24 Gunners. 

53 Matrosses. 


1 Adjutant, and 1 Quartermaster were allowed for the 
whoW corps, to be chosen from amongst the Sul&lt&ns. 
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JTbe Boaqi of Offers ^iei| sitting to advise Govern- c ^AP. VX, 
menF*a^o +h^ details of l|ie Organization, made the q^ g F1Wd 
following#r^rcmm(*idation regarding tke eoinmand of Officer allow- 
tlie Artillery # # • * ed * * 

u That to th?Co^mandin§ Officer pf»thc Corps of Artilfcry, 
rank of Major should be «given # J)y Commission with pay, as 
it is but just that tho officers in that serviceable body should 
have at least the prospect of obtaining the rank of a Field 
Officer, since the nature of service in that corps excludes « 
them from any pretensions of.bcin^ removed for preferment 
into the ba^^ion. Besides, their numbers are such # as 
require an officer at their he act with rank suitahlc # to his 
command*” § # • 

This recommendation wa^ approved of* by GJpvcrijment^ 
and the promotion which was made in consecjuenro was 
confirmed by the Co'urt early in 1767. • 

The first company, under^ Major John Eley, was ordered Snafions of 
to be stationed in Fort St. George. The second was p an ies, 1766. 
divided between Vellore, Try chi nopoly, Madura, and 
Palamcottah, and ^ the third between Vellor^, Ongolo, 
Masulipatam alfli Rajahmundry. 

The Army Regulations published in January 1766 Fay, 176?, 
give the pay of the Artillery as shown below : — 1 * 
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Royal 
Artillery 
ordered to 
England, 
1763. 


r 


Voluifteors 
for the 
Company’s 
service, 

1764. 

Angmenta* § 
ti(jn 1765. 


X*uns in use. 


» Artillery, 1763-1787. 

1 # • / 

Avbout the end oj 5 # 1763 tire de4alhm#nt of Royal 

Artillery serving in Madras^ was recalled to England, but 

by the authority of the Board of Ordnance, «,11 the guns, 

muskets, and stores belonging to the detachment were 

made over to the Compan/, and such Subalterns and Non- 

Commissioned Officers,and men as desired*io remain in 

India, were permitted to enter the Company ^service. 

• • • . 

• The number who, took advantage of this permission 

consisted of 1 Corporal, 1 Drummer, and 60 men. 

i • 

* « 9 

In February 1765 the establishment was increased to 

three companies, and < he pay of Lieutenant Fireworkers 
was raised to the same as that bMSnsign, viz., 4 shillings 
a day. 

* 

It appears from a letter from the Court of Directors, 
dated 26th April 1765, that the field gulite then in use 
at Madras were six and twelve pqimdors^and that medium 
oighteen-poundors were being sent out from England foy 
siege purposes. - • 


Reorganisa- 

tion. 


In November 1765 the army was* reorganised in 


consequence of instructions 
strength of each company of 
1 Capfaic. 

1 Captain-Lieutenant. “ 

2 Lieutenants. * * 

3 Lieutenant Fireworkers. 

6 Serjeants. 


from the Court, and the 
Artillery was fixed at — 

6 Corporals. m 
3 Drummers. . 

8 Bombardiers 
24 Gunners. 

53 Matrosses. 


1 Adjutant, and 1 Quartermaster were allowed for the 
‘ whou; corps, to be chosen from amongst the Subalterns. 
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The Boa^i of Qnjpers tyeif sitting to advise GovVn- 
mentr^«^bo rti!^ details of tf^io Organization, made the OGe^Fkid 
followingTre^mmoiidation regarding tiie command of Officer allow- 
the Artillery • # • i *" 

“ That to thf Commanding Officer p£*the Corps of Artilfcry, 
rank of Major should bo dgiven # J}y Commission with pay, as 
it is but just that the crfhcers in that serviceable body should 
have at least the prospect of obtaining the rank of a Field 
Officer, since the nature of serviJe in that corps excludes . 


them from any pretension* ofJbeing removed for preferment 

into the ba^iion. Besides, their numbers sire such # as 

require an officer at their lioau with rank suitable^fco his 

command.” 3 • 

* 

This recommendation was approved o£ by Gpverijment, v 
and the promotion which was made in conseifuenc e was 
confirmed by the Co'urt early in 1707. • 

The first company, under^ Major John Eloy, was ordered ftiahonM of 
to be stationed in Fort* St. George. The second was P aiiies™i765. 
divided between Vellore, Ti^icbinopoly, Madura, and 
Palamcottah, and^tho third between Vellor^, Ongole, 
Masulipatam aWd Rajalimundry. 

The Army Regulation* published in January 1700 ray, 176£, 
give the pay of the Artillery as shown below : — * 
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f 

* * 

Qualify. 

Neat Pay of 
each Officer 
tyer Annum. 

1 Oaptain f ... 

£ *. <1 
200 0 0 

1 Captain-* ' 

• 109 10 0 

Lieutenant. 


2 lieutenants. 

lot 0 0 

3 Lieutenant 

Neat Pay of 
each per diem. 

0 k 4,0 

Fireworter s. 

4 

Ditto per Men- 
sem. 




— o 

6 Serjeants . . 

P. F. C. 

6 0 0 

6 Corporals .. 

5 0 0 

5« Drummers. 

3 0 0 v 

8 Bombar- 

4 21 0 

4 diers. 

4 0 0 

24i Gunners 

63 Matrosscs ‘ 

£ 0 0 

— i- 


107 t « 

V 

« 



-5 ^ a. 

^ 1 § a 
gs %8 


3 xt|pr wauces 
j/Zr Month in 
Madras for a 
Ptpn and Oil. 


1 25 16 2 1 

1 25 16 2 \1 

I 2. 64 '*0 16 

0 33 48 0 15 


For oil 
& peon. 


p f. t p. v r. < K 
1 21 Oi 7 21 0 k 
1 10 40 6 10 40 

0 31 40 3 31 4,° Victualled 

1 5 20, 5 2G 20 l {u the 

I field b$ 


1 0 0 5 0 0 contract. 
03140,3 31 40 J , 


An augment- 
ation recom- 
mended, 
1766?"’*' 


Additional Pay to Staff 

Adjutant . 5 shillings a day Serjeant -Major . 4 pagodas a month. 

Qr.-Mi. . 4 do do Qr.-Mr. Serjeant 4 do. do. 

, Pnun. Major 2 pagoda^ i month. 

i, 

A. 

In December 1766 tlio difficulty in procuring officers 
for this branch qi tho service, owing 1 ' to its inferiority in 
point of promotion and emolument, was brought promi- 
nently before Government by General Caillaud, ani? it was 
then* agreed to apply to the Court of Directors for an 
au^nentation which was granted in 1768. '**«*#> 
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The fol^wing«is*a copy </f General Cai Hand’s minute, 
and of the resolution of Gdfrcriiln&nt thereon : — 

** Extract froib^TOVct’njiiont Consiiitati/is, Fort St. George, 

• ’JUth December ft 

Bead the following nepres^ytaiiou from general Caillaud 
regarding th® corps of •Artillery : — | 

The present establishment of 4, ho corps of Artillery appears 
to me to labor under so many in&uvenienees and disadvan- 
tages that I must, in justice t<* tin,* service in general, an^ wj« 
the particuLr^sharo of merit of that corps, bog leave to lay 
before you my sentiipfcuts on *that subject, in hopes th^t 
this representation , if second yd, may induce our IIonoralTlo 
Masters to pursue measures in favor of that b!xl;^ wliijdi may 
make it as respectable as it is useful. . 

It consistetli at present of three companies, a number inade- 
quate to the services required from when ike lfnmber of A 
forts are considered which we have to garrison for the 
protection and security of the whole Carnatic; from the river 
Kfotna to the Travancore country, besides Ac Company’s 
Settlements and the^ircars, in all which places Artillerymen 
are necessary, "bfore or less, according to their consequence. 
There is not left for the 'present service in flic field, «r future 
emergencies, a sufficient number for tfloso purposes. • • * 

As to tho^yfficer,*, •their hope.^ and prospects, either as to 
preferment or advantage, are far short of what all the other 
officers in your service have reason to expect, and from 
thence none can be found to enter that corps out of choice, 
and those who are^ri it have # but too much reason to bo 
uneasy a^ their situation. • 

The duty and service of an Artillery Officer is ••its nature 
so distinct and different from those employed in all the other 
branches of the Military profession that the officers cannot 
be removed for the sake of rank without evident prejudice to 
the corps itself. It should, therefore, be put upon such a 
footingjWqjjhfrt the prospect of preferment (though confb^Si to 
VCD. i. 


C?tAP, VI, 

0 T ~ 
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Resolution of 
Government. 


HISTORY OF THfi MAORIS 


* *r 

that corps alone), ^yet should fcivf ihe ^^mmap'jjing Officer 

a chance, according to i^iproifnsions, of keeping pa^e witlT 
the other officers who^rise in the other^jorps service. 

Tin's at least would vnak? some amends fo^lle loss of those 
adv^ f agos which arise from cofumaiylsln farts, and garri- 
sons, and in ihe field, from which an Artillery Officer is 
entirely precluded. c 

If an augmentation as to numbers takes place, I should 
also think that more than mne Field Officer would be neces- 
sary. This, as well for the good of the service, as to give 
" still, to tin* officers of that corps, more chants for prefer- 
ment, which alone can comj onsate fpr theii 1 oeing excluded 
from the other advan ages before meniioned. 

I will uot pretend to point out the particular establishment 
v which °may be formed for this corps. The Company of this 
are, and must he, the judges; bit this <1 may add that no 
corps in t their service better deserves their attention and 
indulgence, whether past services or those that they may 
render in future are considered. One thing more I will 
ventme to recommend, that if the Company agree to an 
increase of the establishment, that they would send out%x 
or eight Subalterns for that corps particularly, and these, if 
possible^ men who have been trained to the servico in His 
"Maicsty’s Artillery, amongst which, no doubt, such a number 
of Non-Commissioned Officers may be found, of merit afcd 
worth that would entitle them to preferment. 

- We agree with General Caillaud that the establishment 
should he augmented, for which reason it is resolved that all 
the reformed troo] ers bo for the present incorporated with 
ilio three companies of Artillery, that an increase of 
establishment bo recommended to our Honorable Masters, 
as well as the making a better provision for the officers with 
regard to tlicir rauk, as set forth in the above representation. 


c 



HISTORY \ 


d* TTTK MADRAS AT* MY. 


211 


CTt A l\ VI. 


ENOINEEfcs, 17t)i5^U /. • 

: •/ 

From theyeai 171?<,#wbon Capfciin ©olavaux came # out Progress, 
as Chief Engineer,* up to f766, tha oncers of this Urfincli 
appear to have been taken fyim the Civil^Sorvicc as avoII 
as from the Army. # I 

•Early in 1757 when Captnfn Urohier of the Madras 
Artillery, then acting as Chief Engineer, was sent for by * 

Clive for the«purpose of superintending the construction • ' w 
of Fort WilBUni, ho was succeeded J>y Mr. John Call 
who obtained the raitk of Captain. # ln December 1764 
he was promoted to be Maj<fr at the recommendation of 
General Lawrence, in ordcr*to prevent the oefumto<*<‘ <»f • 
disputes when in* the execution of his duty,*bul i( was 


not until 1706 that oflh ers of Enhancer 


were 


ordered 


to be struck off the list of Civilians, hi February of that * 

year the Court of Directors sent out instructions to the 

efljpct, that in future. Officer^ of Engineer were to be nflicr™ of* 

kept distinct from tlje Civil Service, and that steji as then 

stood on the *list both as Engineers, and as Civilians, on Uk* juH 
• . . *ot Civilian*, 

were to make then* election between the ( wil and 

Military Services whenever it should come to tlu*ir tan? 

to enter TTounciir or Cajl, already a Member of 

Council, was specially exempted from the operation of 

this order. 

At the end of 1761 the Establishment *^f Officers was— 

, 2 Sub- Directors. 

♦ , 

4? CaptainJjieu tenants. 

2 Practitioners. *• 

•« 

No mention of Engineers has been found in the several Establish- 
orders issued during this period regarding the roorganisa^^JSJ 
tion but in the Regulations of Jaiyary 
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CHAP. VI. 1765 tie establishment, raqjr, jnd p^y f of th». Engineers 
. % is given as follows *: — % • f * ' 


• 

Engineers. 

* 

\ .Bank. 

* • 

wgm 

■ ■ 

v * 

1 Chief Engineer . . 

* 

1 Director ... I 

* ♦ 

According to hi* 
standing *Mi the 
f Army. 

Dittcf 

f m 

According to 
his rank 
• with tlie 
Army. 
Ditto. 


1 

t 

£ s. d. 

P. P. c. 

1 Sub-Diroci or ... 1 

Captaiu ... # ... 

0 10 0 

1 25 16 

# T Engineer in ordi- 1 

CaptayLi-Lieiftenanfc. 

0- 6 0. 

1 26 16 

miry. * | 

2 Sub- Engineers . . 1 

T^iontenanis 

0 6c* 

1 2 64 

2 Practitioners ... | 

t i 

Ensigns 

i 

*.040 

0 38 48 
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E0ROPEAN Infantry, 470)3tG7. 

Daring 1 7(>Sllie doing’s Troops s/rving in Madras PA>g % rcssr 
sailed for England, l^ut before their # dcporturc aimijalwr 
of the Non-Comniissioyd Officers and men joined the 
Company's Service. Several officers volunteered at the 
same time, and su£h as succeeded in inducing 50 men to 
accompany them were granleA the rank of Captain. « 
Lieutenants ^illiam BailfSe/^and Mathias Calvert, 1 2 * H.}r« % 

89th Highlan^JBegiment, Lieutenants Ilooker and Madge, 
and Ensign Painter of "the 9 Oth were amongst the officer^ 

who so volunteered. « • 

• . 

The Non-Commissioned Officers and 'men a?nomA< 

584, viz. — • * 


to •Colimfeern 
limn H.M. 
Jty giumiits, 


1701. 


79th Regt. ( Draper’s ), 2 Serjeants ... ‘.4 R. & P. 

84th do. ( Coote’s ), 2 do. * 5 do. * 

89th do. (Highland), 7 do. 2 Drummers, 00 do. 

90th do. 14 do. ^12 do. ^8(3 do. 

When the intelligence of the promotion of tjie King’s 
Officers reaolidd'the troops then in camp before Madura 
it caused great dissatisfaction amongst the Subalterns in 
the Company's service, and five f officers resigned* in 
consequence. 4 * % % f 

In October 1 765 a Board of Officers consisting of Major- Reorgam 
General Lawrence, Brigadier-General Gail laud, Colonel 
Charles Campbell, and Major John Cg.ll was convened 
for the purpose Government with respect to 


1 This officer long commanded the 4th Regiment N.I. oi* “ Baillie’s” 

Battalion. He commanded the Detachment tvhich was destroyed by 

Hyder and Tippoo at Perambakum in September 1780, and died in 
prison at Seringapatam. 

4 The first Commandant of the 14th Battalion, now the 10th Regiipent 
N.I. Be made the snooessful defence »of the rock Fort nt ^rnj]g|>r n * 
against ^ydafftitn November to 6th December 1767. 
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CHAP. VI. 


Establish* 
inqpt of 
Europt m 
I id an try, 


the best manner of carrying* out ^certain festructions 
recently received from the #(yourt of Directors for the 
reorganisation ot ^h? Army. The Board dply submitted 
thqjr recoin mendfttioiia, and c*i # the f ^th November 
Govfcvmient directed that the fiuro^ean Infantry should 
be formed mty tlnee bdtfaVionsVof 9 companies. Each 
battalion company was to be composed o f 4 Serjeants, 
4. Corpoi als, and (>0 1 Pirates, and the Grenadier com- 
pany of 6 Seijeants, 6 Corporals, and 94 Privates. 

* •Pwo Biummns and one F if er were alfowed for the 
Grenadiois and tor the companies of the^ield Officers. 
TJio other comparne* weie each allowed two Drummers. 

i * • • 

The Estf bliMiincut of Officeis was fixed as follows : — 

• • • 


Comp ?m< ■ 


Kt 

2nd * 
did 

dth GhukIhus 
| e,5t h • 

Giti • 

7th 

Slh 

9th 


Fit Id Ofhcois and 
C ipt \ins 


( i loiu I fin < 1 C ipt nn 
1 n uk n mt f olont 1 
md ( ipt mi 
M i joi n d C iptam 
One C A{ t un * 

Do* 

Do 

Do 

Do • 

Do. 


Total throo Field Oftui is Capt uns 


TO j 

t 5 

rt p 



1 Captam- 
Lieutei 

Lieutens 

TO 

& 

TO 

Eemarks. 

W 


1 

1 1 1 

..." .i 

i ! 

• T ! 

. 1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

•T 

1 

1 

££ £ 

S*. 

teg 

ls s . 

pji. 

,li s* 

• SS E& 

3|j|| 

i$si 

1 1 13 

j i 

8 


Disposal of The T<3ptssos and Coffre^s ^ Imposed of by dis- 
and CoffiieTs* c ^ ar 8 H1 o ay the funner, mid by forming the latter into 
one company to officered by a Csfptam, two Licute- 


1 According to the oiders of tho Gourt the Grenadier Company 
ongt\J tp have consisted cf 100 privates, and each Battalion Company of 
T'' ^fivates, but the limited number of European soldiers then in the 
Fiesidenc} led to the anangement specified above 
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• *■ * 

nants, and Ei^ign, and to bo stationed according to CHAP VI. 

circumstances. • * , _ • • > "S 

It was ordered ai^ the sai|o tune MiaLUie Invalids and Invalids and 
Pensioners shou^l be*formed mto^a ctyps consisting of Pe 5? 8 *? nec s 
three companies, and^that*iegulations for fheir p«i>q,^nt 
and clothing should ly submitted to Government by i 

(General Lawrence and*the oilier Mcmb<^s # ol tlie Boaid. 

•Up to this period there does*not appeal to lnvo been riomotionol 
any fixed rule as to the status of the Subalterns doing ^ liiceia 
dpty witli.thei Sepoy Battalions. .Some who w< ro lior^iq 0 
on the strength of the European Infant ly wore entitled 
to their promotion in due com so, while otheis seermty 
have had no position except «in the Native Coy)s, and no 
assured prospect of pi emotion. The * following mder, 
drafted by the Board of OfHcois, and appum d < I by 
Government on the 4th Novembci 17l)5 ; fonned the inle 
for promotion until 1800, when the system -of regimental c- 
rise up to a certain rank was introduced — 

“ AH promotions in the thic? battalions of*Tnfantiy, and , 

amongst the European Officers m the Coi ps of Scppys, arc to 
go in all ranks, # and throughout the whole, by soluollfcy. ,, 

The three battalions at* the time of the new fcnniation Stations of 
W€fre stationed as follows, viz — - ° i l0n8 # 

Battalion . 

* 

Six Companies Fort St George 

Three Companies Northern Cucars. 

# * 'Ink j Sattalfon. 

Vellore. 

3j d Battalion . 

...Three Companies Vellore. 

Three Companies Trichinopoly, and 
thi’Sf divided between Madura and ralamcottSSf*' 
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Allowances. 

* . • 


HISTORY OF® THE MADRASI ARMY, 

i • 

f Fhe pay and allowances of officer^ and x^en were as 
sliown below • 


, * 1 

\ • 

Field Officora. • « 

• 

V M 4 

f 

Neat Pay 
per day.* 

fatta/of each 
per day. 

Extra Allow- 
ances in 
Madras. 

£ 

A 

f 

P. K. C. 

P. P. c. . 

Colonel ... J 

15 0. 

6 0 «0 

2 10 

Lieut t’liant-ColonoF 

1 0 0 

S 0 0 

2 10 

Major 

• 0 15 0 

• 

4 0 0 

2 10 


• Pay of Captain*, Subalterns, Non- Commissioned Officers, and Hen. 


• 

• 

f Qualit v. % 

• • 

• 

a 

Neat •Pay 
of each 
#)tfh«r p<r 
•d.i} . 

i 

_! s 

0 r-s-, 

«« f 

. 

Svss c ' 
^ot 

•Full Paj of each j 
per Month of .10 j 
daj s as issuejl i 
from the Com- 1 
pany. I 

• 

Batta of each per 
day. \ 

Extra Allow- 
ances per Month 
in Madras fear a 
Peon and (Ml. 

l Cnptam 

1 Lieutenant • 

1 Ensign 

C s (1. 

0 10 0 

• 

o r> ft 

0 1 0 

r. f. c. 

• 

r. F. c. # 

P. F. c. 

1 25 16 

1 2 64 

0 33 48 

P. P. 
2 1 

0 15 

0 15 

For oil & 
Peon. 
For oil. 
Do. 

• 

• 

>i< at Pn\ ol 
ea< 1) p< r 
Month. 

• 





• 

4 Serjeants 

4 Cor pom Is 

2 Jhuimneis 

^ Privafcs 

I* F. C 

5 ft 0 

3 U 0 

3 U 0 

2 21 0 

1 10 60 

1 1 00 

1 1 60 

0 26 20 

M 

0 10 ftft 

4 15 00 
13 60 

3 5 20 

/ Victual - 
3 led in the 
1 held by 
'.contract. 

... 

... 

' • 




• - ‘ ~ « 



• 


• t 


Pay of the Staff. • 


• 

Per day. 

Batta per 
day. 

— 

Extra Allowances 
in Madras. 

• t 

1 Adjutant * 

• 

1 Quartermaster 

€ *. d 

0 5 0 

« 

0 4 0 

. | 

*1 -V&- 

4 a 6i 

TTthey re- 
ceive it in 
no other 
capacity. 

P. F. c. 

(0 15 ft} 

lO 15 0) 

If they 
receive 
them in 
no other 
capacity. 


Per Month. 





1 Serjeant-Major . 

1 Quartermaster 
•Serjeant. 

JJlnun Major 

P F. c. 

4 0 0 

4 0 0 

1 28 • 

*) VictriH- 
( led in the 
f field by 

J ecu tract. 

r 1 

•a* 

— 
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One Cat^p Cohjrraan allowed for each company, of for CHAP. vi. 
pach detachment of *100 n*e$i at 4 fdur ftiij&ms a day each * lr 7 
when dt%g ^ the but no t < otherwise. 

At this time it' wa^c^stomary t$ send out a> number of GSvgmment 
officers from® England Ivory y^ar* a practice which ^ainatUi© 0 
stopped promotion, andj&tuscd discontent, in consequence ^ 
of which, Government in their genclaf letter to the England. 
C.ourt of Directors* dated 1 1th October 1765, made the 
following remonstrance : — • 

“ We cannot however avoid 'representing to you that • 
large number of officers sent % out yearly, disappoint the 

gentlemen here of the promotion they think ihernsjACEf* 

* • 

entitled to. Wo would therefore beg leave jfco reconrfUeml to 
you to send out only cadet g. who by being tfiined.ii p in 4 
your service, will iu time, no doubt, make good officers. ’ 

In March 1767 the Court of Directors signified their The Court 
consent to this suggestion in # thoso words : f ‘ Doing desirous ^Inlort'io* 
of introducing into our military service young gentlomen 
of good education and connections, wo v/ill send out 1707 . 

Cadets only as requested in your letter of 14th October • 

1765 .” • • • 

Although this became the general rule, yet exceptions 
continued to 'be made for several /ears afterwards, omfl , 
at all the # ?resicteiicio|. # • 

In October 1765 Government revoked the warranty Govormgr**-' 
which had been granted by General Lawrence for holding Wammtg 
Oourts-Martial during the continuance of the Royal Q^ u Jj t ° g ldll5fir 
troops in the PrSku^ j , »«icF they issued frcs*i warrants Martial: 
for th& same purpose under theif own hands ^accordance 
with the provisions of the Mutiny Act^of that period. 

In Jttly 1766 the establishment of each battalion was RedUU'on, 
reduced to seven companies on account of the paucitp 1766, 
of European Officers occasioned by the number sent* tp 
Bengal in cbffl^ience of the mutiny of the office'rifm 

28 


vnL. t . 
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CHAP. VI. 


RGglTIK ' 

complt.ad 
to the full 
establish, 
ment, 1767. 


HISTORY OP'^THE MADRAS^ ARMY. 


that* Presidency. The number of officers, in^each regi- 
ment was reduced 'at the, san}^ time io — " 


1 Colonel, ' e 
1 Lieutenant-Colwiiel, 
1 Major, < . 




4 Captain^*, 

1 C?a{Jtain-Lieutenant, 
§ Lieutenants, 


/ 


6 Er signs! J 

In September of the same year the Government of 
Madras were advised th. £ as the combination amongst 
the officers of the Bengal Army was at an end, many 
' 6f the Madras Offioers Would bo sent back kt once, upon 
(Which it was resolved to complete the European Infantry 
to tnc full establishment, but this resolution, was not 
carried out 'mtil c April 1767, when the following order was 
( published 


“ It being judged expedient to put the troops on the 
establishment fixed before we were under the necessity of* 
sending men and officers to Bengal, and which has been found 
most conducive to the good of the service, it is agreed that 
it do take place accordingly. 

“The fohowing will then be the establishment of a Regi- 

n o 

ment : — 


1 

*■ i 

_ 

'o 

0 

o 

o 

Lient. -Colonel ! 

Majors. j 

Captains. 

m 

-4-> 

.1 
0 to 

'3 0 
s 

a ^ 
O ■ 

Lientena its. 1 

Ensigns. , ] 

Ut- 

C* 

0) 

CO 

1 

a 

Drummers. 

Privates. 

1st Company, Colom l*s _ 

1 




1 

1 

1 

4 


1 

70 

2nd 

do 1 . < 

Lieut. -Colonel’s. 

r 




• 

> 

i 


4 

1 

70 

3rd 

. do. 

Major’s 

1 

M 

1 



2 

1 

4 


1 

70 

4th 

do. 

Grenadiers ‘ 

..1 



1 

, f % 

3 


e, 

6 

2 

100 

5th 

do 





1 

♦ 

1 

i 

4 

4 

1 

70 

6th 

do. 


4 . 



1 


1 

i 

4 

4 

1 

70 

7th 

do. 

v 




1 

# , 

l 

l 

4 

4 

1 

70 

8th 

do. 

• • • • . • 

# , 



1 


1 

l 

4 

4 

1 

70 

u 9th 

do. 






1 


1 

l 

4 

4 

l 

7° 

• 

Total of 1st Regiment ( ... 


1 

1 

6 

1 

13 

i 

a 

8*38 

38 

10 

660 
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ment of a 
D^oly Covpa. 


Early ii/1767 Luc%9, the Senior Surgeon, having CHAP, vi, 
brought to notice the grea\4nconveniexWe occasioned by Bltabliih 
the Wttntof a su^icifcnt number of cocii<A # to carr^ the sick 
in the field, the folio^in^arrangoiE^ntf was^iflerod 

u Agreed that Mr. I^icas be emjtow&ied to engage dooly 
coolies in monthly pay fc& the Army, and thafcthe Commissary 
be instructed to muster them, and the raymastcr to issue 
their pay at the rate of two pagqflas per month each, agree- 
able to a list signed by the Surgeon, and certified as a true * 
muster by tho Commissary.” * > • » 

In the month of .February Government issued the 
following order regarding the appointment of a chaplaJrfof 

to the garrison at Trichinopftly : — • * ^ 4 * T» Monopoly, 

“ It having often been represented to us*tliat ffic Coufpany’s * 
troops at the out-ghrrisons* suffer greatly in their murals for 
want of a Chaplain, or some minister of the Gospel tp perform 
Divine Service, and there bejng at present at 'Trichi nopoly a’ 
large body of Europeans for whom we have no Chaplain; it is 
agreed to request of Mr. Swarz, one of the Danish Missionaries 
who has long resided in that part of the country, spoaks 
English perfectly well, and boars a most unexceptionable 
character, to officiate at tjiat garrison (where a rhureli has 
been built by a public subscription of the officers and other*) 
and to allow «£100 per annum, to be paid monthly by 
the Commissary-Generhl, and ordered, that the Secretary do 
advise him thereof*.” » 


Mr, Swarz accepted the offer in a letter, dated Pth 
March 176^frgjp Tyhicli tho # follovang ; is an extract : — 

“ Onerfavor only I ask of you, that sinco I cannot lay down 
my first engagement as Missionary, I may have ^liberty of 
visiting some congregations iif the Tanjour country once a 
year. The large allowance you have generously been pleased 
to make me, I shall always look upon as a kind present, ajed 
consequently as a continued incitement to gratitude, * Mav „ 
Divine blessing^ct^d youv honored persons, and weigivty 
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• • 

CHAP VI. business, as to make your admynstratiop instrumental in 

r promoting the g^ofy ot $ 6od^ And t&e prosperity of thia 

country So wishes, f and remans, with ra>pect, honorable 

Sir and Sir % , diM # • 

• v v f w 

Your obedient humble*servant, 

* * t 

TiticniNOPorY, (Signed) CHRISTIAN FRED 8WARZ" 
8th Match 170 7* l * 


Foreigneis In tho month of August* orders were received from tlfe 

above t r Court of Directors desiring tl^it m future no Foreign 

iank of « ©facers in their service should be allowed *to rise above 
Z ’^nant- * 

Colonel the rajik of Major*, but a few months later, the Court 

pty*iu tied their promotion to the grade of Lieutenant- 

Colonel* * « * 

Lord Clive’s 1 In April* tho Madras Government received advice of 
Fund ^ tlio est iblislnnent of Loid Clivd’s Fund which had been 
formed ly a donation from His Lordship of five 1 lacks 
% of rupees, augmented by a p/csent of three lacks from 
the Nawaub of Bengal 

The following aie the on 0 iual rules — 

« -a 

Fxti icts fiom the Government Consultations, Fort St. 

* George, 20th Apiil 1767. 

« « < 

Rules. * “'A sketch of the plan proposed by Lord^ Clive for the 

distribution of the legacy left 'to His Lordship by the Nabob 
Aleor JaflPer, and of the present from tlifc Nabob Syf-ool- 
Dowlah m aid of His Lordship’s intended Fund 

The whole sum, ^mounting to eight lacks of Sicca Rupees, 
to remain liw tho Company’s trfe n »iry at N Auanr bearing 

the usual interest at 8 per cunt per annum 4 * 

“ The a^iual amount of interest to be^distributed in the 
manner undermentioned to such a number of officers, 


1 Chve in a lettei to Madias, dated 7 th May 1766 , mentioned 
had paid £ 70,000 mlonho Tteasury atCalcyJjjp on account of 
this fund. 
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soldiers, and wido^ as thejnoney will admit of, the pr 
pi whose claitrffe is to be ^p#led t agreehbjy to the 
their certificate*^ # I # A 

u No officer or soldit& <*s to be entkfcd to tlmJdJunty unless 
he be disabled by wounds or other fyjcmen^; or rendered in 
, capable by age, or lengt^ of service. 

“ No officer *or soldier is to bo entitled \o tins bounty who 
does not produce a certificate frem his Commanding Officer 
of his being an invalid, and rendered incapable of further 
services in India, together with an approbation of that eciiti- 
fioate by theTlovernor and Council. 

“ This bounty is only to extend to^ such officers are 
obliged, through any of the misfortunes above mi turn'd, to 
return to England in indigent, circumstances .. very >fli or, » 
therefore, applying, for the bounty must make o it h m ilie 
most solemn manner before the Governor and Council to the 
following purport, vlz — * * 


OHAP VI. 


“ A Colonel, that he is not in r< al and £ 


personal estate possessed of ... 

... 1,000 

A Lieutenant-Colonel 

. 3 , oho 

A Majo** ' ... 

... 2,. ">00 

A Captain 

2,000 

A Lieutenant 

... 1,000 

An Ensign 

7 ., 0 

D! s7 rib at ion . 

To a Colonel 

300 

^ Jigstanont-Colonel 

250 

o„ Major 

200 

„ * Captain 

ir>o 

„ Lieutenant .. , 

100 

„ Ensign 

70 

„ Seijeant 

20 

* „ Corporal 

15 

„ Private jian 

10 


^5 
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CHAP. VI. “^he widows of all those offers anc^ sohlie#B whtf had 
T"* • pensions are to ei^o^ one^alf^^' the same %o long as they, 
remain % n married 1 . * . 

w i % c 

** *v * & •Certificate* 

.0 • 

‘‘This is to certify t fiat the bearer, Sq^jeant Robert Maxwell, 

I 

aged sixty-sever* y^ars, born w» Irekfnd, of a fair complexion, 
and five feet nine inches high, has seryed the Honorable 
Company as a soldier for tjifc space of nine years, and is now, 

# by reason of age and infirmities, rendered incapable of farther 
« service ; he is therefore recommended as a very fit object to 
receive the pension established by the Riglit Honorable 
ho^rt, Lord Clive, for the support of disabled, or worn-out 

officers ard soldiers. t 

• • 

^ “ Guren uMfeer my hand at Foyt William, the thirteenth day 

of February^ One thousand, seven # hundred, and sixty-seven.” 

The following amendment was proposed by the Madras 
•Government to that of Bengal, and was adopted : — 

“ We are much obliged to the gentlemen at Bengal for the 1 
information tfyey have given us concerning the plan for the 
distribution of the fund established by Lord Clive for the 
relief of ofecers and soldiers worn out or •disabled in the 
service, and they arc to be advised that we shall carefully 
t*ansmit.to them regular lists of all such as may be admitted 
by us to*a share of this charity. 

“ We observe by the abo^e plan th&t only the widows of 
auch officers and soldiers who enjoyed pensions are entitled 
to # benefit by this fund. We could wish it had been also 
extended to the wilowg of those officers and soldiers who 
may die, or*be killed in the s?i Vice wh(f , H5ver l reclSved any 
pension, and # whose widows fnay be real objects of compassion. 

It is therefore agreed that tljis matted he mentioned the 
President and CounAl at Bengal, that they may, if it appears * 
t^thera reasonable, alter tho plan accordingly.” 

The following is the # reply of the Bengal Govern- 
me3t’: — 


Amendment 
proposed by 
the«Madras 
Gttyernment. 
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• . * 

* “ Fort Wiliam, 8th June 1767.” x CHAP. vi. 

• u We entirely* coincide wi&i^ou jn opinian that the wlows 
of such officers \id soldiers may di$, of be kill^T in the 

service, who received i|o advantage f*om ij^fnd whose 
widows may bb real objffts of cjm^assira, ought to be 
entitled to a share of^jhe bounty, andlalthough it is not 
particularly expressed so in tie plan lefty us by Lord Clive, 
yet we are of opinion that such is # his intention, and therefore, 
should any objects of a similar nathro offer before the arrival » 
of advices on this head from Europe, We shall inset t them in 
our register, ^nd imagine you will qKu&c to do the samo 

(Signed) JOHN CARTIER, 

( „ ) pLAUD ‘RUSSELL, , ' 

( „ ) , WILLIAM ALPaRSEY, 

l „ ) CHARLES FLOYER, 

(’ „ ) ALEXANDER CAMPBELL.” 


A*d agneed 
to by the 

Governments 

of*B^pgal. 
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CHAP. VI. 


Progres*^ 


Establish, 
ment to * 
consist of 10 
Battalitfns, , 
4105. 


Naj\ve Inf'antry, 1763-1767. 

^ • • •• / . * 

When Arn>y w<*s reorganised in November 1765 

dctermi 10 $ t^at the ^establishment of sepoys 

1 


it was 

should consist of 10 battalions^ to be stationed as 
follows, viz. : — * • • 

At Madras and its decadencies, two battalions. 

At Vellore and its dependencies, viz., Arcot, Sautghur, 

• anfd Cuddapalniuttum,! one battalion. • 

At f Chingleput, . Permatoil, Gipjee, and Wandi wash 
battalion, the # other half at Cuddalore, Wodiarpol- 
liam,- aifcl^Arrjaloor. * 

* At Trichniopoly and the oiftposts, two battalions. 

For Madura and Palamcottah, two # battalions. 

For Aljisulipatara ?pid the North, two battalions. 

Each battalion to be officered by one Captain, one 

Lieutenant, and one Ensign. 


Three addi- 
tional Uatt.i- 
lious, aud 
eight 

Independent 
Companies, 
1765. # 


This establishment havf.ig been found insufficient, 

orders wore issued in December that* an lltli 3 battalion 

• • 

should be raised for the Carnatic, and a 12th and 13th 
•. . « ' 
battalioh for service in the Northern Circars. 

• # • » « 

Eight independent companies were, also raised at the 

some time for garrison duty at Thhfghur, Arcot* Wandi- 

wash, Permacoil, Ginjee, Chingleput, and Cuddalore. 


Establish- 'Tho following ]>articulars showing the constitution of 
oTa BaUcv^^ ^ ie Natk/i* Infantry # at tlv^ time 

lion, 1766 . \ _l fi 

# 

1 In the stills of North Arcot about 12 miles ngjrth-weBt of Sautghur. 

2 Polygar districts on.tbc north 6f the river Ooleroon. 

3 The 11th Battalion ^vas disbanded in 1769, and in the Same year 
the 12th and 13th were respectively numbered the 2nd and 3rd Circar 
Battalions. The order f.)r the formation of the 10th Battalion (9th 
Regiment) has not been founct. It must have been raised between 1762 
and f)65. 
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, • 

Military Regulations which came into operation ovf 
.1st January lTtiG \ / # # • * / 

u The yhole t^dygof sepoys is to bo §miied into battalions, 
each battalion to consintgof ten corgfcanios, Iwq^i which are 
to be called Orenadier CMtnpanios,^a^3 bo distinguished 
by their colours, and uvcli company is t\consist of, and to be 
paid as follows : — / * * ' # 
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the CHAP. vi. 


*- 


• 

Full Pay 


Rank. 

No.it Pav 
of ( at h pei 
Month. 1 

St (pipages 
toi Clothing 

of each pei 
Month, ai 
issue d In 
the Coin- 

Ihdta when 

1 1 the Field 

• 

monthly 
foi t&oh 

pei da;g 9 

m 


• 

j) m> 



• 



• 


p !• t 

r. 1 < 

10 0 

P. l < 

1*. 

' ; .0 0 

1 Subndar 

Id O 0 

17 0 0 

2 Jemadars 

4 21 o 4 

0 21 O 

f) *9 ( 

0 3 0 

6 Havxldara 

2 31 1(4 

0 10 10 

• .1 if K) 

0* 1 0 

6 Naigues 

2 7 0 

O 7 0 

an 0 

0 I H) 

2 Colour men .* 

1 21* 0 

O 5 -10 

1 20 fo 

0 1 30 

2 Tom-toms 

* 1 21 0 

0 5 10 

1 20 10 

0 1 30 

1 Trumpeter 

] 21 0 

0 5 %) 

1 20 loj 

• 0 1 30 

1 Vakeel 

1 21 0 

0 5 40 

1 10 

0 1 30 1 

1 Puckall 

1 21 (f 

0 5 10 

I 20 40 

0 1 30 

78 Sepoys ... 

1 21 0 

| 

0 5 10 

1 29 40 

0 1 30 

100 


• 

• 



s «- — 


“ So that a battalion of sepoys including officers, should, 
when complete, consist of 1,000 efFectno men, and tacli of 
these battalions is to have a Commiindant who alsc*To 
be a Sutyadar of 01*3 of the companies 

II, 'One Captain, two Subaltern Officers, five Serjeants- 
Major, and one black Commandant who is to bh 
under the orders of the Commissioned Officers, 
are pupoyited to tljp carff of each bq^falion, and 
• this establishment is not to be exceeded; but in 
* case .exigence of service requires, more occasional 
Serjeaflts may be appointed, provided it is with 
the approbation of the Comclandor-m- Chief. 

11 III. Ono of the Havildars in each company of sepoys 
shall act as Adjutant f without doing any* other 
dut/J and shall bo first promoted to be a Jcriladar 

' .39 


VOL. I. 



226 HISTORY OF >HE MADRAS* ARMY. 

• » * » 

CHAP. VI. if be discharges the duty 1 ,of Adjutant to the satis- 

« factiorf of tire Offic^r/ComuSaudiug the battalion^ 

and or A of the Jemadars shajl a^, as Adjutant to 
V^e battalion with tlie spn# hopes* of promotion, 
ancf it^ wij> be a grcftf recommendation if they 
understood English. 

IV. The StiW items of 'each battalion are to qualify 
themselves to do the duty of Adjutant to the 
sepoys, as it is expected that one or both shall 
act in that capacity when ordered by their Com- 
manding Officer, without pay or gratuity. 

V. The officers of sepoys being now put on a certain 
advantageous establishment by the Captains receiv- 
* \arig ea,ch 500 pagodas in lieu of off- reckonings, 

«■ itiia thc n Subalterns,, having 10 pagodas a month 
avkled to their subsistence, it ^required that they 
provide themselves with good Linguists, at their 
own- expense. 


* # * # 

VII. When the sepoys arc in the field, each company 

will be supplied with two Beil terjtg at the public 

expense, but the sepoys mist provide themselves 

° with one la^ge Markee to caefi company ; in the 

‘ field also each company is to have six mamootyS, 

and two hand havchcts, or’bill hooks, \$iich the 

Subadar is carefully to preserve, or he will be 

made to pay for those that are lost. To carry the 

tents ard tools, each company will be allowed 

two bullocks, and 1c carrying water, 1W Puckall 
' . 
or two Bhesties. 

VIII. 4} *o each battalion there will* Ik, allowed in the 
field, tlirefn armourers and one carpenter. 



1 Thirf would seem to moan ,the duties afterwards performed by the 
Ordex*b Havildars. i 



f . ' * * 

BWTORY*Oy THE MADRAS ARMY. 


227 


i Recrut^: 


no of Sepoys. 


CHAP. VI. 


I Sepoys are to be ihosen, if ‘possible, out 4 ’ of the ftocraifla. 
• foUoWing castes, # viz., Rajpoot, Musselmen, Coma- 
war, RachtrA, Yelmawa^and Burberry . 1 


• • • | • 

IV. The company in which he is to serve is to be 
. under arms, the offioeys at the head of it, and the 

colours advanced six paces m the center of the* 
fipnt, the recruit# standing about two pace%jn # 
•front of the colours, and with him the person of 

j * • 

his religion or caste who is to administer tlie oath 
• which the recruit with audible vo.« e is* to 
repeat after him. / ' • < » $ 

V. I, A.B. # sepoy, # do swear to serve the Honorable 
Company faithfully and truly against all their 
enemies, while I continue* to receive their pa^ 
and eat their salt. I do swear to obey all the 
orders I may recoive from my Copimanders and 
Officers, never to forsake my poA, abandon my 
Colours, «or turn my back to my enemies, and 
that I will # in all things behave myself like a 
good and faithful sepoy, in perfect obedience at 
all times to the rules anct customs of vKir. f*do 
also faithfully promise and swear that whenever 
I have* an inclination to quit the service, I will 
give a month’s notice of it before to my Command- # 
ing Officer, and when I have received my His- 
c x% ~ ge, «I will return my arms, ariceutrements, 
and ammunition in tho same good condition I may 
have received them from tho Hofto^ble Com- 
pany. • 

f 

1 The term Tuxarries was originally applied to men enlisted £15, or 
near Buxar ; it does not appear thati&ny caste was known By this 
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Sepoy C loathing. 

‘ f . 


M L “If th& sepoy stoppages during the. 

\ year exceed the expense of thfc clothing vnade up, 
Xd the allo^rfince made tcO^the Captains (as it is 
probable fc&ey # will) th # 6 surplus slfall be carried 
to the <0 edifc of the Naftob by the Commissary 
CleneVaP, 1 * v, ho originally debts the ‘Nabob for all' 
the sepoys' pay # and batta, *and that of their 
officers.” 


PaybIbnis to Sepoys 

III. It is well Known tfiat great room for abuse to the 
prejudice ftf the sepoys and inferior officers, has 
' arisen from t heir pay being nominally in rupees and 
reduced by exchange to pagodas, but more partic- 
ularly have the sepoys and .inferior officers suf- 
fered by a practice which has been introduced of 
lending them in advance small sums of money 
to be deducted from their pay with large interest. 
Ii/jorder to prevent the first of these abuses it 
has been resolved that hereafter the pay of ail 
denominations, and in all placed dn this coast, 
shall be reckoned and d/a\frn in gold pagodas and 
fanams, reckoning at 42 per pagoda, ’and that the 
payments shall be made twice* in a month. For 
instance to a sepoy 24 fanams after the x5th, and 
one pagoda at the end of the month, and so 
proportionally to the rest; or in garrisons where 
it can be 4 done conveniently, and may tend to the 
advantage of the sepoys, in three paymeqjta, viz., 
after the 10th half a pagoda, after the 20th half a 
^ pagoda, and at the end of tfio ^nonth 24 fanams 
to each sdooy, and so proportionably to the higher 


1 Tli e ‘officer in charge of Military accounts was thus designated at 

that tic. 9. t • 
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\\ * 

*and inferior officers. This method will rend<?r it CHAP. VI. 
unnlcossafy for # a$y person # to borrow, and all "* — 

OffidKrs, Paymasters, Subadajs, Jemadars, Vakeels 
and others^ sfo hereby ^ictiy ordered, not only 
to forbear frooHsuch pract^esjhenj selves, but to 
> prevent and discover them, under pain of dismis- 
sion from thp* service for the first Offence. 

IV. That the •Paymaster may have no trouble in 
exchanging 1 the pay flf the sepoys into fanams, , 
he shall, in presence of the Snbadar and Vakeel, 

^afculate so as to pay a dumber together in even 1 
money in pagodas which he -shall deliver Jo the 
Vakeel, or to such person , as the sepoys thejjf- 
selves shall point out, and if the .Vakeel hf over 
found defrauding* any sopo^ of one euAli, he • 
shall be*most severely punished. 

Allowances. 

* 

I. A Commandant of a battalion of sepoys is to ho 
allowed, exclusive of his pay as ^ Hubadar, 1 5 
pagodas a month, in lieu of the pay of a contin- 
gent man ?o each company. 

II. The officers’ (European) pay and allowances are to 
• * 
be. drawn for on the sep^y rolls on the saw*) 

footing the officers of Infantry of tile same 

{ rank, and tile Serjearfts-Major are to receive nett 

pay, 9 p*agodas each per month. * 


Sepoy Courts-Martial and* Punishments. 

. , b • j • • 

t.jThe appointment and confirmation of Regimental Courtb- 

Courts-Martial for suet crimes as are* not capital MarUa *’ 

according to the Articles of War, is to be by the 

Captain, or eldest Subaltjrn Officer of the 

1 * ; ir— ( 

1 This resulted in placing the men at tfie mercy of the shroffs or 
money-changers following the troops. * *** 


% 
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battalion to which ^he« offender, of offenders 
belong :• and f if t$e* offufdera tre of different 
battalion^ then the Oourt-Msrtirf is to lja ordered 
*apd coafiri/jd by the eldest sepoy Captain or 
Subaltf rjjjpOfficer, wiffc the consefit of the Com- 
mandin/ Officers on the spot. These Courts- 
Martiaf are to be* composed of ona Subadar, two 
Jemadars, two Havildars, one Naigue, and one 
Colourman wtftj are as much as possible to be 
nominated out of^otlmr companies than that to 
which the prisoner or prisoners bel&ng. 

JI. All general Court s^Martial .for the sepoy corps are 
to be appointed, and confirmed by the Com- 
manding Officer of. the spot, and for the trial of 
all under the degree of a Jemadar, to consist of 
three Subadars, threer Jemadars, two Havildars, 
two Naigues, and two Colourmen. For the trial 
of till above Havildars, one Commandant, four 
Subadars, three Jemadars, two Havildars, two 
Naigues and one Colourman, or such a proportion 
of superior officers as can conveniently be assem- 
bled. The proceedings of all, general Courts- 
Martial to be transmit! cd> to the Secretary of the 
Military Flppartmcnt at Fort'St. Qeorge, that he 
may lay them before the Council and deposit 
them among the •Records • ) 

III But no capital punishment shaU*take place without 
the consent and approbation of the Governor and 
CouncX firaf obtained. 

Sjspoy Appointments and Promotions. 

t 

I. The Captains and Officers for thfc sepoys are always 
to be appointed by the Governor and. Council on 
the recommendation of the Commander-in- Chief, 
and are to fye chosen, as they may be esteemed 
the ffltest men for that importafit purpose. 



231 


HISTORY OF THE &4DRAS ARMY. 


II. BVequent aiuiles having arisen in the promotion of 
Subadars, f |maSki», Havflda»s,*&c., and repeated 
complaints having been made by the sufferers, of 
unjust disjpi^sioi? from Vie gepoy service ; the 
President an d» Council, be^jg desirous of estab- 
lishing regularity in the sepVy corps, as well as 
prejper order ®and dftcipline, t?id f to prevent the 
like abuses, do resolve (as the only remedy) to 
grant Warrants, or *®onimissions, to all Com- 
mandants, Subadars, and Jemadars, and that no 
QfScer having suc*h a Commission should Ub 1 
deprived thereof without express of dors from us, 

or the sentence of a Court-Martial. • 

• • 

III. * * It is to be observed tlierefmo that Mien 

any vacancy for a Naigue happens m a coihfuny 
of sepetys^ the • most deserving sepoy in that 
company, or if none be found there, the most 
deserving and best rccommendc d ill the battalion « 
shall be presented to the Commanding Officer on 
the spot, with a short note in writinp^bf his merit, 
on which the Commanding Officer shall writo 
“ approved* ’ with the day of the montli, and the 
year, and the* sapio bo sent to the Paymaster as a 
vomcher ‘for him to enter %uch a Naigim on hif 
rolls. 


CHAP. VI. 

Siftmifaw 
dismissal of 
Native 
Officers 
prohibited. 




i 


Promotion to 
digue. 


IV. IVhen a vacancy happens in any company of Promotion to 
sepoys for an Havildar, the Naigue of most merit* lla vildar. 
in that company, or in case none are remarkablo # 
for their good behaviour, the Best recommended 
Naigue in* the battSfion is to be presented to the 
Commanding Officer oTi the spot, and promoted 
to an fla^ildar aftej* the same form a? above 


directed. 

V, When a vacancy happens in Iny company for a promotion 
Jemadar, the Havildar who acted as Adjutant Jemadar. * 
in thafr company, if he has superior merit ; ofcer- . * ^ # 
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CHAP. VI. 


Promotion to 
Subadar ami 
to Command- 
ant. t 


Appointment 
of serje&nts 
ty ‘Native 
Corps. 


r wise any other of thai company, c or of the 

battalion, is to be kecoimr[cftided by the European 
Officer Commanding the battalion to the Com- 
manding Ofioer on the e j3got, by a certificate in 
writing, ^ftting forth, the reasons for recom- 
mending him in preference to the others, which 
certificate the CorUmanding Office^ will examine 
into, and if he finds it well* founded, send the 
same to the Commander-in- Oiiief to be laid before 
tho President and Council, who will order a 
\yarrant to 'be made out accordingly if they 
approve the nomination. 

VI &> VII. These paragraphs contain instructions, founded 
‘ on * tlk.'3 same principles, for tho selection of 
4 '►Subadars and Commandants, and conclude with 
flic following sentence : “ In f£U those promotions 
, some regard should be had to length of service, 
» ' and consequently seniority, and in particular to 

the candidate speaking English.” 

IX. When a Serjcatif. is wanting to any of tho 
battalions, the Officer commanding that battalion 
shall acquaint tho Commanding 'Officer on the 
spot therewith, and point; out^a man, if he knows 
« any, with^ proper qualifications to fill np the 

vacancy ; if not, the Commanding Officer will 
name a Serjeant, 1 and acquaint the Coinmander- 
in-Chief of the merits of tho man he has named, 
who will confirm the nomination or appoint 
a no tliot of more merit, for it is highly necessary 
that Serjeants sepoys should be 4 men of 
exemplary diligence, knowledge and sobriety, and 
it would be of gi^at use if' they endeavoured to 
attain a knowledge of the country languages, such 
as Moorf, 1 Malabars, or Gentoe. 


«• Hindostanee, Tamil, Telugu. 
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eral Orders. 


CHAP VI. 


I ■ ^ 0 T«l 

IEL The gpod owAr and&iscipline o*f all troops is owing TBo neceagitj 

« entirely t«o the care theof&cerS take to enforce * or tamtam. 
• * • t mtf disciphm 

it. The hfcaBk Sepoy Queers are bat too often imposed 

vei^r remiss, it "is there(piv^*ommended to tho Buropawi 


European Officers who may ?^ive the care of this Officers. • 

body, to infuse as much as possible tho spirit 

of comtnand and obedience amongst them, and 

endeavour by encouragement, and good treatment, • 

to tho active, rfinc^ by punishing the remiss, to 

jnake them keep up a good order and discipline * 

amongst their sepoys, and £o support thorn well 

in it. The European Officers are to consider 

their preferment Rs derived lujm the care md 

attention they pajr to tho wdll disciplining and* 

well oldgring *the sepoys, and flu* service is 

rega/rded as equally honorable, and esseniial, with 

the command of Europeans. • 

The following order regarding the invalids, and 

wounded of the Native Army # was added tojtlio Military 

Regulations in April 17(56 : — * # 

“Jemadars, fill vildars, Naigues, and Private Sepoys, when Allowances 

wounded or invalided," if • they have behaved welj hre to 

receive as follows : — • * *• men 

« • • 

x P F. C. 

* 2 \ 0 0 
1 20 40 
1 0 0 


Jemadars 

Savildars and Naigues. 
Private Sepoys 


per 

mensem. 


“They are to be inserted monthly it a lift of sejjoy invalids, 
and no%toppages are to be jflfade from them for clothing, 
neither are they to be clothed, fiut none are t$ be put on 
this list without oedefs from th§ Board.” ** 

In the month of June the 14th battalion (10th Regi- Formation of 
ment NJ.) was ordered to be raise*! at Vellore, and 3 ^**^ 
Captain Mathias Calvert was appointed to command it ( 10fc h Begi* 

ahnriltr nftomrftRlR. • rje * ')* 


shortly aftorwa/da. 
rot. 1. 


•3P 
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Fornfbtion 8f 
the 15th 
*• Battalion # 
(11th Rggi- 
ment N.I ) 


Staff of Colo- 
nel Smith’s 
Brigade, 

1767 
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Ifi December order^ were lsjjuedfdirgcting the forma- 
tion, from the best of tjae $Tawau?/s sepfoys, of A 15tlt 
battalion (11th •Regiment 1J.I.). %is # battaUon was 
specially intended* fcrr service atf Ongole, and in the 
Palnaad, and it w **5ta£ionod irfthat part bf the country 
for many years p af jpr its formation. The first Command- 
ant was Captain Ilemy Davis. ** * 

In January 1767 Government sanctioned the appoint- 
ment of a European Adjutant to the Native battalions 
cidered to the Hyderabad country under Colonel Smith- 

About the <Samo t me, on Uie recommendation of General 
Oillaud, a Field Officer was appointed to command the 
whole corps o£ sepoys, and directed to join Colonel Smith. 

The following 0 weie the 0 reasons assigned for the 

it 

creation of tins appointment — 1 4 

i 

t “ Government Consultations, Fort 8t George, 

5th Fchiudiy 1767 ” 

“ Having judged it necessary to appoint a Field Officer at 
the head ot tut sepoys, we 'iavo pitched upon you for this 
seivice, rot doubting but your care and attention will be 
exerted to the utmost to promote good order, and discipline 
among Jiem , without which our best e ideavours to render 
this corps of that use winch is expected fi om 'them, will be 
ineffectual. And here we cannot help observing to you that 
notwithstanding the regulations established we have too 
much roason to suspect that money is lent to the sepoys by 
officers and others, and that considerations are given for the 
recommendation of Sepoy Qfficers for promotion. t ,We do 
therefore direct that you use every possible means rto ptyfc a 
stop to *uch pernicious practices by acquainting the officers* 
and others, that whoever is found guilty thereof, will jndst 
certainly meet with jour severest resentment. 

(digned) CHARLES BOUCHJER, 

and Council,” 


To Lieutenaht-Colonel Tod. 
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About % thia time It was ordered that tom-toms* and CHAP VJ. 
.trumpets should lie # (|iscolitJtiued m tli# Native Infantry j^maa 
so soon ashfficesnt number of n^pn -could be taught introduced 
the .different beats •Ai tlie druji as* practised m the • • 

European baftahons. - * # t 


In the month of M^rch t^e 16th ba ta^on (12th Regi- Formatufh of 
ment N X) was formed at Cuddalore, and placed under tho Battah m 
command of Captain Richard* )fa thews. This battalion N°f)* 
was raised for the purpose of maintaining order m the* 
wooded districts of Toriore, ‘Arrialoor, and Wodiarpolhain, 
as set forth m the following proceedyie^ ot Government, 
dated. Port St. George, 12th Maich 1767 — . 

“The President acquaints Jhe Board that having Iafqly had 
$ long conversation with the* Nabob concerning* the *tite of, 
the country, and*particulflrly of tho const int* dishii bances 
fermented by the *Pohg irs, 1 and tho losses and^ oxpenses 
arising therefrom, the Nabob irecly confessed ho was tirejl 
out with the continued complaints lie lecuved of the 
incursions of tho plunderers into the Ongole, Pulnaud, 
Wodiarpolliem, Armloor, and*Torioie counties, especially as 
he was convinced that the troops in his seiuce \veie unequal 
to the task of suppressmg^hem , he therefore desned another 
battalion of Jus scfpoys might bo taken into tho (Company's 
'service, put under their officers, and rogulatod and disciplined 
like the rest of theh troops, anil that he would make good the 
expense. He ateo desired that the entire defenco and 
protection of the Wodiarpolliem, Arnaloor, and Torioio # 
countries might be left to the Company’s tioops, and that 
the utmost endeavours might be used to ^disperse the 
Pdtiga$S, clear the woods, an disestablish peace and security 
fb the inhabitants .That if the President and (Sov^cil would 
to this, and give the strictest orders that the Company’s 


. i 

1 Them is too much reason to behove that the exorbitant ^etfiands, 
and the tyrannical behaviour o r the Na tomb's people were tho pruAi- 
pal caused of the frequent outbreaks m the Polig^r districts^ 
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CHAP. VI. officers should assist and support hia Managers frith troops 
without interf eriifg • with the • reVemjpk or fhatters relatin g , 
thereto, he would* dismiss all the troop%he kept in # the said 
countries, aijd thereby ^Ive a gr*eat past of the expense he at 
present sustains, and Ijp hoped in a^ew years thtf country people 
being convinced of# the Company’s resolution to maintain 
peace and puniSh disturbers, they would* forbear their 
usual practice of plundering, and disturbing the Circar Govern- 
r ment. * * 

61 

.el <* • 

“ The late formation of ti battalion 1 2 of sepoys for the protec- 
tion of 'the Ongole, and Palnaud countries, out of the Nabob’s 
troops, and the different effects they have had since they have 
^bocn iij the* Company’s pay, convinces us so much of the 
expediency of pursuing the same method, whenever we cai 
bring the Nabob to acquiesce thereto, that we readily agree 
to the Nabob’s proposal with respect to Wodiarpolliem, 
Arrialoor, and Toriore more especially as we hope by the surety 
and protection which wo shall be able to give the country, the 
weavers and oilier inhabitants which have lately left it, may 
be prevailed on to return. r . 

• • 

. * # , *• # 

V • • 

The Poard being sensible how much will depend on having 
a steady, good officer placed at Wodiaipolliem, not only to 
form and discipline the battalion of sepoys &o be raised out of 
the Nabob’s, and called the 16th, but also to assist and protect 
the*Nabob’s Managers, without exacting duties, or interfering 
with the government and re^nues do therefore pitch upon 
Captain Mathews 1 as the fittest person for this service, being 


1 The 16th battalion, now the 11th Regiment Native Infantry. 

2 This officer distinguished himself at the capture of the rook fort 
at Mulwaggul, and at th$ subsequent battle near the same place. 

H£ wgs transferred to the Bomba; Establishment in 1781 witfi the 
rank of Major, attained the* rank of Brigadier-General, was taken 
prisoneV|t Bednore & 1733, and died in prison at Seringapatam. 
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persuadecf of the jmilAiess^of his disposition for conciliating CHAP. VI, 
jfche minds of fche inMbifcant^to the late change of Govern- * ~ 
ment- # / • f *1 „ • 

As it was contem{Jl^ted that tha\iew battalion would be J 
broken up inlo several ‘NJetachmonts*^ was allowed an 
additional subaltern, and fi^ corporal ?. t 

About the same fime Government sanctioned* the Native 
appointment of a Native Doctfcr to each sepoy battalion^ 
on the pay of a Havildar. 

In July, ol the same year Government resolved %*Field pieces 
attach light field pieces to the Native Infahtry, and they g©^ 6 
issued the following order on the subject: — # / Battalions. 

“ A number of short brass 'three-pounder guns being sent 
out this year, and which w imagine mly be very usefully * 
employed by attachipg tw‘6 to each battalion o{ sepoys, it is 
agreed that those that are mounted Jbe sent to camp, and 
Colonel Smith is to be dircc^d to appoint them to such of 
the battalions as he shall judge proper, and two men are to 
be selected out of each company to work them, whose pay, on 
account of this extraordinary duty is to be inctaased to two 
pagodas per monih including stoppages. An European gunner, 
and a lascar may also be • appointed to each gun, if * neces- 
sary.” * * * - 
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‘ C’H^PTBR^ II. 

•* • 

• 

FROM THE INVASION OF THE CARNATIC BY HYDER ALLY 
AND THE ft IZAM IN Afjt»UST%767, TO JHE TREATY 
With hyder in april 1769 # 

• • 


CHAP VII# Hyder’s cavalry 1 entered # the Carnatic %n the 25th 
Invasion of August 1767*, by one o # f ttie passes near Kistnagherry, 
^g 7 Car ^ atlc ’ ch;ove off a number of the cattle belonging to Colonel 
Smiths camp fit JKakungherry, and defeated the NawauVs 
# horse # whic& had followed to recover them 

On the evening of the same day H^der appeared before 
the forfr at Caven^atam. The garrison, consisting of 
•three companies of the 4th battalion (3rd Begiment L.I.) 
repulsed two assaults, but the place being untenable, 
Captain McCain, who copamanded, capitulated on the 
27th. On tue 30th Colonel Smith marched for Trinomally, 
partly in order to meet the detachment 'under Lieut - 

*• i * 

ft* « 

* The following estimate by Colonel Smith, of the strength of the 
three armieB before the junction of Lieut .Col/jflel Wood’s detachment 
on the 8th September is taken fiom Wilks, Vol 2, page 25 — 


Nizam 


Cavalry 

30,000 

Inflmtry 

10,000 

Guns. 

60 

Hydei 

.. 

12,860 

18,000 

40 

• » 

* t 

Total 

<2,860 

#28,000 


« 

r- 


English 

Cavalry 

*Xnfafiuy. 

7 

Guns. 

European 

Native 


30 

800 \ 
5,000) 

16 

Nawaub Mahomtd Ally 

1,000 


USA • 

* 

n 

Total* 

• 

. 1,030 

6 , 50 a 

•m'ii m * 
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Colonel Wood, then « the march £rom Trichinopoly,* and CHAP* VII* 

partly because*he esActeH Jjb find provilfons, of which he > T“7 

was ih ggleat^Vant. 'The enemjfl fqjlowed immediately, 

hoping to bring Smill^to action l^fort* the junction could * * ^ — 

be effected, atd came uf Vith Hiry. ne^jChengamah on the 

2nd September. A battle ensued, in which the allies were Batilo at' 

defeated witll considerable loss, but Colonel Smith, bping Cbengamah. 

without provisions, was obligac^ to resume his march to 

Trinomally, where he found nothing, and was consequently 1 

forced to mo^e further oh in searqli of supplies. On tj\p (> 

8th he was joined by Colonel W0od, l t and qn the 14th ho Battloat 
returned to Trinomally, in the neighbourhood of which, a rri ^ 0Dia11 ^ 
second action was fought on £ho 26th which resulted in the 
complete defeat of the enemy with the lost* '’of 6t gnus., 

As these battles were thp first general actions in winch 
the Madras sepoys took part after having boon taught 
to manoeuvre in battalions, the following extracts from 
Colonel Smith's reports aro subjoined : — 

“ Camp Calasawauk, 13th September 17G7. 

* * “ $19 army marched to Singarapettah tbs 30th and Colonel ’ 

from thence to PallipuUon the 31st. During this march wo Sm,tll ’ b 
began to perqeive great numbers of thp ’enemy’s hoi^e on our the battle at 
flanks and rear; but they kept at some distance, and did hot 2 nd s^ptenal 
attempt to impede <fuf? march ;«but at night thoy continually her JL767 b 
alarmed our out*gdards, and flung many rocketts into the camp. 

The next morning the army proceeded to Cliangama, accom- , 
panied still by the enemy’s horse who in greased in numbers. 

This night they wefe more troublesome, keeping tfs alert till 
morning, and they bnmt the pey;ah of Changama. At this 

11 " lr 5 * 7 ~ 1 + 

1 food's force consisted of— • 

European Infantry 500. 

Artillery ... 40 and 8 Field pieces. 

j) C ompani es 7th Battalion (6th Regiment^N.I.), Captain Covgper. 

7 n 11th „ (reduced So 1769). * * t 

„ t ICfch „ (9th Regiment N.I.), Captain Devmond. ^ 
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time* we had advice that % the enemjdvJn g the uigbft had been 
joined -by a great iftmber of sep<^s*andli*aoii8icterable artiltefcy^ 
Great precaution, therefore was t/tcey in ♦ decamping the 
next day wjnch w$ dir at no6n. k\i l the tents were left 
standing, while the baggage filed eff, to deceit the enemy as 
long as possible in Respect to onr design of marching that 
day, notwithstanding which tlfey gc*fc notice $f our design^ 
and the army was no sooner in motion than we discovered 
r great numbers of them moving on our right. 


“ Our baggage marched on the left flank. We pursued our 
* march till 3 p.m. when we t passed a small riverj or tho other 
bide of* which,' and Our right flank, the enemy had posted 
themselves. The locaje was as follows : near the river was a 
considerable space* overgrown with bushes ; beyond this were 
1 throe pretty s?eep hills. Those* hills Hyder Ally had covered 
with his horse. His sepoys were posted behind them. The 
bushes were occupied by Ruckun-ool-Dowlah's 1 troops, 
eannon, and* rocket men. He, jwith his brother Tower Jung, 
commanded here The whole of this disposition was supported 
by a very numerous cavalry The army immediately faced 
to tho right, /fnd as I considered the infinite consequence of 
dispossessing the enemy of the hills, Pincliged the army out 
of the iioad, and ordered the battalions of Cook, 2 and Cosby, 3 
si^porteS with that oi Cowley, 4 to attack them* This was 
instantly done with the greatest spirit, anjl the enemy's horse 
drove over the hills. Our* troops took possession. The 
posts were important to both parties : to* us to secure onr 
march, to the enemy to impede it. Hyder Ally soon perceived 
his mistake in not tocciy^ying these hills with his infantry. 
He would not give up the pSint so easily. On foot,* at the 
head of hiq choicest sepoyo he attacked the hills with the 
utmost ci^our, but every effort # was rendered fruitless by the 


1 The Nizam’s Prime Minister. 

2 SJi Battalion (7th Regiment N.I.), Captain William dock. 

2 eth „ (5th „ • „ ), „ H. A. 1C. Cosby. 

* 1st* „ (Ht „ „ ), „ William Cowley. 
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fineness V our sepcfes. He was repulsed i his brother-in* 
law 1 killed, a»d he .hlnseTf received eitbej^a wound or contu- 
sion in bis leg* t \ # * | 

H While tSe actiojilioresthis fau3 hejc, a constant fire of 
cannon and musquettry* was reciprocally kept up on the side 
of the bushes, and although the enemy^iad the advantage to 

• be under co^r, yet wesmaintffined an evident superiority. 

u Two elephant# appeared, supposed those of Ruckuh-ool- 

• Dowlah and Tower Jung. On tf/o or three shotts from a 12- 
ponnder they disappeared, and were seen no more It was 1 
now determhied to dislodge the endmy from the bushes iPorm 
whence they made a constant ffre.’ Our Grenadiers advanced, 
and admirably seconded by the 12 companies of Gronadior 
sepoys 2 under Captain Baijlic, entered ^tbp cover, # driving 
the enemy before them. # Tlioy werc # supported »by twy 
6-pounders firing grape.. Many of the enemy were killed 
here, many that were not discovered from the nature of the 
place of action. They were drovo quite across tkc river whgre 
they left two guns spiked up * It was now between G and 7, 
and night prevented our pursuing further this victory. We 
continued our march to a tf)pe above 3 cos^ further, where 
we arrived af gast 4»in the morning. Halting o*#ly one hour 
and a half we continued our march. The enemas horse 
hovered abojit us, # but such was our tys^osition that they kept 
their distance. Jhe enemy made au attempt on our baggage, 
and by the ill-beha^kmr of out coolies and bullock drivers, a 
good deal was fifing down and plundered, chiefly by our own 
people, and among other artielos, all our rice, the bullocl^ 
drivers with the bullocks going off. # Thg army proceeding on 
its march before 6 ^.m. on t&e 3rd, came thrclhgh the pass 
and drived at Trinomally between 3 and 4 p.m., a march of 
27 hours, without the least refreshment for man or J>east who 


(*TI AT* Y1T. 


1 It is stated by Wilks that this is a mistake. 

3 t.e., two companies from each of the battalions engaged, yiz., 1st, > 
3rd, 6th r 6th, 0th and 18th under Captain Baillie, 6th Battalion (4th 
Regiment N.L). * • • • 

von. i. v * ^ 
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CHAP. VII, wer$ never unloaded. In the midgl of this fatigue, the 
7 . troops were chea^il} though efcteriua&sl, silid«I can, with the 
utmost pleasure assure thb Honoratfe JJoand that during'*’ 
. the action every corps qi sepoyo belayed wifB a regularity 
scarce to bo expected, anA with as<i$uch firmmess 4 as oould be 
wished. f * 


“ The Grenad ers, Cowley’^/ Coshy’s, and Qook’s distin*. 
guished themselves greatly. But the othgr battalions 1 per- 
formed their duty to the htmost in the posts thoy werer 
^ stationed in. Considering the length and obstinacy of this 
(.acrtion, our loss is not ’considerable, yet we have a jyimber 
of wounded men, and many more sick with violent fatigue. 
I wish on these occasions of service the hospital was amply 
provided with Surgeons. We could then afford some succour 
( to the poor 'and byave sepoy vyho is wounded and loses a 
limb 2 in the rervice. It would be a great encouragement to 
them to do their duty with spirit. The enemy's horse got 
into the Can atic by various passes before me. I found large 
bodies of them near Tnnomally. I put the sepoys into the 
pcttah, the ifuropeans and baggage into the pagoda, but 
finding the enemy, cncouiaged by this position, infested us in 
the night with parties and rockets, I encamped next day. 
The enemy’s whole army came through the passes the 
4th and '5th, and cm^mped abouk two miles off. Colonel 
Wobd joined me the 8th without loss. 

" There being no rice, and no t f paddy sufficient at Trinomally 
for the subsistence of the army, I was obliged to move hither 
as well to obtain grain as to favor the junction of Povery.* 8 
He joined me last night. Rice I find none — paddy a good deal. 

*■ r C « 

1 Th^3rd Battalion (2nd Regiment N. I ), Captain Brown, Jhe 6th 

Battalion (4th ^Regiment N I.), Haptain Baillie. The 6th, Battalion 
present, to believed to have been the 13th, whicfy became the 3rd Circar 
Battalion, and was reduced in 1785 

3 It would seem from this that the Native Troops at that time were 
destitute of medical aid. 

3 Lieutenant P. J. Popery commanding five oompanies of the "4th 
Battalfbn* (3rd Regiment L.I ) to the Fort at Poloor about 24 miles north 
of Tunon^lly and Hix t miles north of Smith's Camp. c 

0 - 
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“ThiB morning t Major IJtzgerald marche^ftowards T?ino- CHAP. VII, 
jpally with all* the •GJ’onadi^rs, Povery’^ detachment, and • 
some canfl ftn, t'omlrrcwy the army \)11g*vs.* 

# (Signed>‘ JOSEPH SMITH” 

• v 

tl P.S . — It is with great concern I inform the Honorable 
Board that Lieutenant .Hitchcock deserted to the enemy on 
the 6th instant, an •example, considering all circumstances, 
unexampled, and he is beheld with detestation and horror • 
by all the officers of thc^ army, Hyder Ally I hear lias 
committecLthfs traitor to prison.” . * * 

From the following extract from a letter froih Mr. 

Charles Raitt, Paymaster to the AriAy, to the Secretary 
to Government, written in camp on the'21}*fc <Septcynher, % 
it appears that the European Officers were baldly off : — 

“ Every gentleman in camp is greatly distressed for both Condition of 
cloaths and victuals. As for myself, 1* have haitlly shirt, oh 
waistcoat to put on, and I believe there has not been such 
a thing as a bit of biscuit, or drop of wine at .any person’s ^ 

table in camp for this some days past, not 'vou Colonel # 

Smith’s.” » • * 

The following extras five taken from Colonel Sjnith’s 
account of tlip battle at Trinomally -t dated 3rd ,Octol^:r 

1767:— „ * 

“ In my last letter § I had thS honor to address the Board Rattle at* 
with from Kalatchrfpacum, I advised them of my halting thery 2 6fc h Septem- 
to receive a convoy of provisions from Arnee, which Captain * )er 1767. 


Calvert arrived with at night on the* 22nd. Although this 
supply hardly afforded three defys’ rice for the sepoys Qnly, 
yet it enabled me to put the army in motion onpo more and 
to try to drawJLh? enemy from the strong position t^sy had 
taken. In consequence we marched on the 24th early 
towards our late encampment which we left on our left to 
draw near the enemy’s camp and the mountains. A^the 
army came near the enemy a large body of ^cavalry aRpoared 
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CHAP. VII. on our right, Grenadiers m^vedj towards thorn, and a 
few ehottvfrom the^sh:-pounder% oblig/d* them to gallop oft 
to their camp. We tAok /possession of tlfe e nemy ’a advanced 
1 posts, and hsrttod on *that ground* all mght. This station, as 
* well as I can judge, ^as j\bout four iniles distant from Hyder 
Ally’s left flank. It was impossible to attack them without 
evident disadvantage Lieu tenant- Colonel Tod was ordered* 
to move with the 2nd line and take post f at a low ridge of 
Miills that fronted tho enemy near to the road leading to’ 
Changama ; this gave them the ala'un, imagining we intended 
to get round to their rear. Nizam Ally moved ^hia camp and 
marched to one they had occupied before, whose situation 
wa/. between hills, fortified with redoubts, and directly on 
tlie rOad leading to Trinoma’ey and Changama. Hyder 
Naigue moved m tho night, and the front of their encamp- 
ment then lay opposite our left flank. We marched on the 
morning* of the 25th ^and extended our line to the left of 
Lieutenant- (Colonel Tod’s post, and Major Fitzgerald was 
ordered to possess some hills which were about a mile and a 

half on our left flank, and from whence we could discern 

n 

great part of, their camp. On the morning of the 26th the 
enemy struck most of their tents, and very soon they pitched 
them again. Large bodies of thei’ Loops appeared moving 
to<ond f’o; some tllcasand of sepoys moved out of their 
camp and marched to the loft with girat celerity for a 
mile or two, then faced about, and rSturnod. Their whole 
a"iny seemed to be in agitation, but their movements were so 
^ confused that it was impossible to penetrate their intentions. 

“ The rear and leL flan’; of our army was secured by swamps 
and ? large tank which Hyder Ally hah drained to impede 
our march to Kalatchapacmn. Neither of us could bring up 
cannon^uy that way, nor could troops advanea^y that avenue 
with any degree of regularity, of which the enemy was well 
apprized. Hyder Ally, pressed by the earnest solicitations 
of the Nizam to cut all the English to pieces, pursuant to his 
promise at Bangalore, now determined to try his fate. 
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Accordingly he brought Jourteen pieces off heavy cannon 
behind some V)cks*and cannonaded .ojT left fl^nk very 
Bmartlvv Jiion cfti to* lisle effect. * ^aptjtin.CalveriT was here 
slightly wounded. Tiro wfiole baggage of tho army was 
lodged under & hill whi#h # Captain^Dorjnond 2 occupied with 
8 companies of sepoys and three pieces of cannon. ThiB 
’ measure preserved it ^from the attempts df several parties 

of the enemy’s horse that presented themselves on our 

• • 

rear. 


“ The first line commanded by Colonel Wood filed off by the 
rightmu JLmarched down to gain the left flank of the enerfiy .• 
The Colonel was followed by the 2nd line vommaqdcd by 
Lieutenant-Colonel Tod, and of course the advanced cqi*ps 
commanded by Major Fitzgerald brought, tl\e rear oiv The 
1st line marched on untill it» left was cnycrefl by the ‘lull on* 
which Captain Cook’s battalion was posted * The ground 
proved favorable, and the Colonel formed his lino iu front of 
the enemy, whose sepoys appeared in great nuifibers. Thoy 
seized two or three rocks that stood in the plain, and it 
being absolutely necessary to drive them from tLcnce, Captains 
Cook’s, Baillie’s and Cosby’s* battalions 3 wl m o ordered to 
advance which they did with such rapidity and garve so brisk 
a fire that the enemy’s* sepoys could not stand it, Ijpt were 
obliged to quit their posts and run. Colonel Wood? had Jbhe 
advantage of arising ground, and our cannon galled the 
enemy greatly from* thence. Oaptain Cowley with his guns 
and some sepoys guarded the right flank from any insults of 
the enemy’s horse, who moved in large bodies several time^ 
near us, but the Artillery soon disp<|rsed*them. 

1st and 2nfl line mar £hed on in good orS^ r, and soon 

discovered the enemy’s main tody drawn up glose on a fine 

rising grouwljpand* showing a good countenance. ^lere wo 
.... > , — -- — 


CHAP VII, 


1 Commanding 14th Battalion (10th Regiment N.I ). 

2 . Commanding wing of 10th Battalion (9th Regiment N.I.). 

8 8th, 5th, and 6th Battalions, now the 7tl!, 4th, and 6th Hpfljments 


N.I. 


* 
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CHAP. VII. a*distinct v*|w of tl^ whole. ^Their ripht* was secured 
“ * by a hill ^and a swftmp in front*of it, Sour large bodieB of , 

horse composed the ^firs^ line, withr thuir tegop^ in the 
intervals, and, in the^ear were i&any bracket men, gingalls, 
matchlock men, &c., and some piec£3*>f cannon*which played 
on our right with success and killed several Europeans who 
could not advandi with that hKskne^s that was necessary, * 
on account of the difficulty in bringing forward our guns, in 
.particular our twelve-pound£rs, which were so unwieldy that * 
'many of them were left behind. This did not prevent our 
me? i from marching on with a firmness that will e^er.^ikvAem 
honor, for, notwithstanding all efforts from cannon, musketry, 
rockets and horse, they could not discompose our lines. 
Thr;ir qavalry njade some attempts on our right and left, 
tut were so wMP received by the ,ArtilIery that they returned 
to the emineifce where they had displayed the standard of 
the empire, and that immense body stoo(f absolutely motion- 
less for a considerable time under the fire of twenty or more 
pieces of cannon, without advancing a step. Dispirited at 
length by the briskness of our fire, the Nizam, with his friend 
Ilyder Ally finding the courag^ of his men entirely broke, 
and our troeps moving up very near, thtty galloped off at full 
speed to # their encampment and left {he* field to us with all 
the canncfu they had* the action. The* enengiy being fa^ 
advanced cprevented a long pursuit. We Jay on our arms 
that night and marched to thek’ camp n#jft morning the 27th. 
The Soubah it seems left Hyder at 12 the &ame night, and 
prosecuted his march so diligently as to reach Siugarpettah 
ere he halted. Thei»; baggage moved towards Changama the 
moment the^heard the firing, And Hydere Ally, with a large 
body of cavalry and his European troop, remained befween 
the hills /after withdrawing the cannon fromilyye redoubts 
they had erected) until our ‘first line advanced, and past 
their late encampment. He kept his men in close order 
and moved very slovflv, retiring as our cannon and troops 
advanced. Major Fitzgerald moved round* the hill and 

«. m 
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pushed to the right, where great numberf/of the ondlmy’s CH ^ P . VII 

cavalry were ^treating, butja swamp anJ' paddy fields being • T 7 
in frdnt^ he cbulds nM follow il^m.^Wie enemy lost a 
number of cannon im theses swamps. .Thirty-seven pieces 
have already bben found# 'Numbers of # their tumbrils were 
burnt. Horses and bullocks left dead on the road at every 
•pace you took) made th^ country too offensive to be borne. 

“ What the enerfly’s loss is I cgnnot get a preciso account 
of, but it must be great. The Nabob of Canoul 1 was 3 J 
wounded in the arm, and aon^e others of their headmen are 
kiiM uiMVOunded. The Soubaji’s. great elephant was killed * 
and the howdah found, but stripped of its ornaments by our 
own peop.le. The prisoners inform me that our cannon made 
great havock, but the moment* a man is kiPed’or wouncPod h?s 
companion carries him off ; tlTUs it is impossible to asteitain 
their loss; ours is n so intonsiderable that I can scarce 
credit it 4 myself. It amounts only to 48 Europeans and 
about 67 sepoys killed and wounded. n 

“ The enemy marched with the greatest haste out of the 
Carnatic, but as our troops were entirely worn by fatigue, and 
as nothing but their horse remained, following them would 
havo been to little purpose. Our cattle, too, are so weak 
for want of straw ^and* gra m, that it is with the^ utmost 
difficulty we can make them move at a * $ 

“ It is now my cL;ty and my happiness to pay a just tribute 
to merit : seconded as I was by J’ield Officers, who conducted 
themselves so as to* deserve everlasting honor, I have been? 
enabled to obey your commands and drive the most formida- " 
ble enemy that ever attacked us out of* the Carnatic- I # 
cannot gmit giving g?eat applause to the inferior officers, ^ho 
executed with the greatest spirit Ttnd gallantry every order 
they received. «** Their fceal and bravery will, I am confident, 
ensure them your protection ancl favor on every occasion. 

The soldiers* steadiness in this critical conjuncture was so 



1 Ktirnool. 
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renforkable (and manj%of them recruits too) that I am firmly 
of opinion every would bjtve sacrificed bis life or have 
conquered. Tone Offi^rs of sepc^s stud •t keirj frattalions 
deserve more praise than^I can # exprew, for I never saw men 
behave with more ^resolution arid# intrepidity than those I 
have had the honor \o command. Those who 1 distinguished 
themselves most conspicuously Vero U^e ] st,the tth commanded 
by Lieutenant Bowman (as Captain •Baillie commanded 
the sepoy corps of Grenadiers), the 6th and 8tb battalions. 
The 3rd battalion under Captaiq Brown behaved with great 
steadiness, facing the? enemy’s horse at $0 
shouldered arms ; notwithstanding such large bodies of horse 
'Surrounding us on ay sides, no consideration could restrain 
£>ur sepoys from pushing on tfce enemy with an impetuosity 
that Vaited not fipr guns, bu* only thought of joining and 
charging Etyder Ally’s sepoy h. • 


9 “ The monsoon approaches/as t. We have no provision, and 

it will be highly necessary for me to move to a place of cover 
Colonel Wood, I suppose, may march his detachment back 
to Trichintjpoly. A battalion of sepoys may be left in tbis 
place, ami the rest of the army disposed *of* about Yeilour, 
ArcotJ^and Wandiwash, &c. We Absolutely want rest, for 
t^o pool' fellows are Jaded to death.” • 

While the armies were confronting each other near 
Trinomally, Hyder detached bodies of horse to plunder 
•the country. 

•Some of these appeared at Madras on the 28th Septem- 
ber, and fetired on tSe evening of tjie 29th, after having 
plundered St. Thom6, and burnt several village* in the 
neighbourhood. 

Hyder and the Nizam* having both retired into the 
Baramahal after their defeat, Colonel Smith sent his 
tropps into canfcorfments at Vellore, Conjeveram, W&ndi- 


% 1 The present 1st, 4th, 5th, 7th, and 2nd Regiments MX 
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wash, and Trichinopoly in October, ^here to remain^! uring chap. VII. 
the rains. • * . * * f ,3 # ™" 

HyS^c took # ad\*mt^ige o£ thiblo r^vne tluyoffensive, 
and retook Tripatoo^and Vanieinbaddy 1 on the 5th and 
7th Novembef respectirely. He # the^i advanced towards 
the rock fort near Amboor where lie aimed on the 10th of 
‘the same month. / 

. The place was resolutely defended by Captain Calvert Defence of 
with 500 men of the 14th battalion (10th Regiment N 1.),*^ niboor ' 
•w^tv of the 4th battalion (3rd Regiment L.I.), ai^d, 

15 Europeans, until the 6tll December, . when Ilydor 
retired on the approach of Colonel Smith from Vellore 

Captain Calvert defended the lower fyrt, until th? 15tfi 
November, when finding it*no longer ^enable ho lotned % 
into the upper one, # taking with him all the ammunition 
and provisions he was able to carry* and destroying the 
remainder. Six batteries, t^o of which were mounletl 
with eighteen and twenty-four pounders, and the others 
with twelves and sixes, soon^pened fire, fwo of these 
were on a hill which*commanded the fort,^i*nd another 
enfiladed part 8f the works. Three large breaches wore 
made in a few days, but the enom^ tnevcr attempted to 
storm, having been apparently deterred by ‘frequent 
sallies from the iovbt>y which they lost a largo number 
of men. Captain Calvert in his report to Government, 
thus describes the last sally : — 

u I observed just as the day peeped, a <body of about 5,000^ Sally from 
or 6,0$0 sepoys clotfied in red*come into the lower For**and the * orfc ‘ 
no body near to support themv ho has three battalions of 
sepoys cloatbed in red, and he has more dependance mx them 
than he has on all his Foot * beside ; my knowing from < 


1 Garrisoned by one company of the. 4th Battalion (3rd Reftmept 0 
L .1.) under Lieutenant Robinson, # # 

vol. i* .32 
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CHAP. VII. experience if J did but^drive them oui of the Fort hnd Pettah 
- it would frighteqf tjjie rest sfi niuch©th£t Ahey would not 
attemptN^ storm^Ngo v^tfoout* dela^j I pushed down the hill 
, a company of Grenadiers with very fcrave Serjeant at their 
head (the only one I had with me ^11 the siege) with orders 
not to fire a shot, but rusli upon them with their bayonets ; 
this was executed beyond my ^expectations, foi those of the 
enefiiy next the hill gave way as boon as pjy sepoys came near 
them, and they followed bd close that they drove them one 
<- upon another against the gateway which was sot on fire in 
os-dor to covc.r themselvert with smoke. At thistplace 
own accounts they had seventy killed, and a hundred of them 
rn through the fire to escape the fury of the sepoys who 
\^ere pushing at them as fast as they could draw their arms 
rbackwards ah d< forwards. I observed swarms of them coming 
from camp, so I ordered a trumpet; to blow, which was a sign 
for my sepoys to return, which they did bn the greatest order ; 
pot a soul of the enemy durst return into the lower Fort till 
my sepoys were more than half way up the hill. They all 
returned safe not a man of them hurt, and brought with them 
two colours, three prisoners Und several firelocks ; this good 
fortune had‘ll*e desired effect ; they said I had ^ot a reinforce- 
ment which had forced their way through the lower Fort to 
come Urine ; this rejfoH, with their fears, t£dded to the number 
thfey had killed and wounded, dispirited his people bo much 
that he gave over all thoughts of stoiwning. However, they 
continued a kind of blockade till the 6th instant, when they 
marched off in the greatest hurry and confusion.” 

1 The sepoys appear to have done good service through- 
outit he siege in every way ? Captain' Calvert gives the 
following account of their forking capabilities : — 

“Out breach in particular was levelled wifcL. the ground 
as far as from St. George’s inner gate to the Fort square 
of Madras ; in this breach I watched and wrought for fifteen 
- nights ‘running, and I will here venture to say that no sepoys 
in the world ever t went through so much fatigue with so much 
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cheerfulness as mv sepoys^ did*. The/ relieved one ^ncfther CHAP. VII, 
fyom filing to Porting hour and hour sdbcVit, from Jdark till • “7^ 
daylight/or the*nudlben of nights* I ha^e •beforc/ncntioned. 

Others went over the Avails to cut bushes on the side of tho .1 
hill, which we ftsed to drag up with ropes, and in the day those 
who had been at easier posts in the ni^ht made them into 
fascines, and ftie workijfg coolies I carried ftp tho hill with 
me always fetched earth from such places as they could find 1 2 
it in, and carried it near the Incach to be ready against* 
mght » . . # . 

'He diSfc honorary distinction, granted to' the Madras ^Honorary 
. |> i . . • . ^ . distinction 

Army was conferred on tins occasion by Government m f 0] »the 
accordance with tho following resoliflion : — • * Amboor^ 

“ The brave and gallant defence of tlAi l^ori of A 'mboor 
affords us the highest satisfaction, and it? is agreed that our 
thanks be given to Captain* Calvert, and that he be desired to , 
acquaint Ensign Barton, tho Commandant Moideen Saib, and 
the sepoys, as well as the Serjeant whom he mentions to have 
behaved well, with the sense we have of their services, and 
as we think the giving this battalion which has behaved so « 
remarkably well, soi^o distinguishing * mark, will cause 
emulation in'tlfo others, it is agreed that it hereafter bo 
called the ‘Amboor Battalion,’ and tha^t it do carry* colours 

suitable to th*e occasion.” • •. 

• • • 1 
Colonel Smith a&wiced i immediately after the relief of Action at 

Amboor, and on the 8th December he drove Hydor from baddy. 

his position in front of tho fort at Vaniembaddy, on^ 

which occasion the troop of Frencji house serving in his / 

Arm^* under Captain Aumofit, deserted to tlio EufrUetT" 

in a body. 


1 The Fort is on a huge mass of rock. 

2 A badge representing a Rock Fort with the word “ Amboor ” was 

bonle for many years, but the Regiment having been granted the ^ 
device of “ The Elephant” for the battle*at Assaye, it now carries tht 
Rook Fort on “ Thd Elephant.” • • 
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The primes of .H^Jer anc^ tlje Nizam then retired to 
the fort \at Cavd5ur>atam, an jl were # fol?o^ed by Colonel 
Smith wrro had* been strengthened t>y the retfdini of 
Lieutenant-Colonel Wood's d^tachnfent from Trichino- 
poly, but the place£ had been rehdered so strong that 
he did not venture to risk ap^issault. # 

At this time Ilyder, having received intelligence of an 
insurrection in Malabar supported by an English force. 
» from Bombay, sent liis heavy guns and baggage into 
^Mysore on the 14th, ajhd m&de preparations to follggafeg** 
with the rest, of his Army, but in the meantime he 
reived to cut off a convoy composed of the 1st battalion 
oS seppys undgr Captain Robert Villiers Fitzgerald then 
*on the f march "to Smith’s carrvp in charge of provisions. 
Colonel Smith, having received information of this design, 
despatched Major Thpmas Fitzgerald with two companies 
of Europeans, two field pieces, and the 5th battalion 
(4th Regiment N.I.) to meet the convoy, which he 
succeeded m 'doing before Ilyder could make his attack. 
The following is an extract from^ Major Fitzgerald's 

account of the action : — • ' 

. # • 
o « • 

t 1 • u Camp at Singarapeitah, 30tli December 1707.” 

** Honorable Sir, t 

“ I presume Colonel Smith will inform yop that he detached 
me on the morning of the 25th, from the camp at Caveripatam 
ywith 500 horse, the Grenadiers of the 1st and 2nd Regiments, 
t^o six-potihders, and dap^ai^ Baillie’s^ battalion with his 
guns in order to facilitate tho junction of a convoy of <provi- 

— ; ~ 

1 Mangalore was taken by the Bombay Troops in February 1768, but 
the placo waB evacuated, after a very short and feeble defence, on the 
appearance of Hyder in May. A Court of Enquiry composed of 
Madrpc ^Officers was assembled at the request of the Bombay Govern* 
ment to report upon the conduct of the Officers responsible for the 
evacuation * 
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sions which Captain Vrlliers ^ltzgerafl wfth the 1st Matthlion CHAP. VII, 

escorting from Trinomally. H>der Njigue, judging that ° T“7 

disapjk)kitmg fhe fLrm <7 of this supply would benefit him in 

proportion to the digress itP would be attended with to us, 

moved in persftn with the flower 1 of his troops to intercept it. 

About 5 yesterday evening he attacked ^is with more resol u- . 

•tion than I ^ver saw ffts men" show ou any other occasion. 

The safety of the*convoy being the principal object of my 

'attention, I acted on the defensive until I got it all lodged* 

in a miserable mud Fort # hcre, wlierem Colonel Wood had 1 

TSftf a Serjeifnt with a comp^ny^ t>f the Nabob’s sepoys.® 

His horse made a most resolute charge * ou tlie 5th battalion 

which stood firm on its ground. TJicy were immediately 

flanked with three or four rqpnds of 0 lb rf giupc, witji some 

heavy platoons from the European Grenadiers* and the^ inade^ 

off with the utmost precipitation ; after which their attempts 

were rather trifling.” ^ • 

Immediately after this failure Hydcr retired above tlie Hyderand 

ghauts, leaving a body of horse to watch the movements ^uie above 

of the English. The Nizam Jiad already rerfst ended the the ghauts. 

ghauts on the 18th December in consequence of tlio » 

* ^ ® 
advance of attachment from the Northern Circan into 

the district of Cpmmuihet, and becoming alarmed, he 

endeavoured’ to treat with Colonel Smith who 'declined 

_ . - 9 » 

his overtures. 


Operations in the Nizam’s Dominions, 1767-38. • 

When the Madras Government became aware of ’thejf a nivalin 
negotiations between Hyder And the Nizam, tii^y Tof a™ 

to Bengal for assistance, ancj a in September 1767 three detachment ^ 
battalions of Natives Infantry sailed from Calcutta fyr the 
North erp Circars, followed by’ a party of Artillery, and a 


1 Wilks says 4,000 aoleot horse, 3,000 Infantsy, and 6 Guns. # 

* Wilks mentions that this charge was led by Hyder, whose horse 
was shot under him? 
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nt of Earipekn Infaijtrj. One Native battalion, 
ilml Caplin A. *F. A8hmuty, went 
ificrserved during tlie # campaign ;iii the 
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detatfhnrant ( 
under tire comml^ 
on to MacVas, aftc 

Baramalial, and in Mysore in 1768-6%. The rest of the 
detachment 1 proceeded <to Masulifatam and Condapilly, 
and part of it # marchod w^tjj tlio Madras # detachment 
under Lieutenant- Colonel Hart trf Cummumet, in the 
Nizamis dominions, which surrendered in Decern^c*'. . 
Lieutenant-Colonel Joseph Peach of the Bengal Army 
^nvived at Masulipatanl on the* 8th January 1768, 
having assumed cQmmancf of the united detachment 
akout the 20th idem he marched to Warungul which was 
abandoned on fyis^app roach. # This diversion having laid 
*>pen tlie road to f Tlydt*raba(i, the Nizam deputed his 
minister Ru^kun-ool-Dowlali to Madras where he arrived 
outlie 9th February^ 1768, and a treaty was concluded 
ofi tlie 2ord*of that month, by which the Circars were 
ceded to the Company in consideration of an annual 
payment of live lacks of rupees, subject to a deduction 
of 32 laek^ by yearly instalments of three lacks, as an 
indemnification for the expenses of the* war. It was 
also stipulated tli^t Guntoor Should, be left in the 
posftessioh of Basal ut Jmig. the Nizam's brother, until 
his death, that the Chicacole Circar # ghould be held by 


The Bengal detaelmn 11! was composed as follows: — 
* Cuiopcan Infant i y undci Captain Robinson 


a«r#ved about (Mober 1^67 
under 
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Colonel Peach 


100 


50 


European Infantry 
ii'i^cd in Janufry 17g8 

Aitillery under Colonel Peach arrived in Janu- 

'** ary 1768 ... . * 

One 12-pounder, two 6-poundors, one Howitzer, 
one Iioyal. 

Sepoys landed if. detachments during Septem- 
ber 1767, exclusive of Captain Achmuty’s 
• Battalion #ent to Madras, about ... • ... 1,700 
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the Company free of anv* tribure, ^nd that ihe» fort chap. vn. 

and Jaghire *of Cendapilly should, IJp made /over to * ~." 
thenf. . 

The rations 1 of t^e Bengal l&iropean Infantry having 'Sop^ation of 
been more liberal than those of tiie Madras Regiment, so • H ? r ca & al 
much dissfi^isfaction was # qjiused thereby that it was Troops, 
found necessary to s^mrate the troops of the two The si - 
. dencies. In consequence of*«tliis Colonel Peach was 
directed to return to the fort at Cunmminot, and to , 

"••main therewith his detachment until furthci orders.) 

The Madras troops were at the same tiipe sent back to 
Ellore. * f , 

In April tlie Bengal detachment in the Circars set out Service near 
on its return towards Calcutta, but while' oh the hmii' 7 ' KmietJy ' 
it was ordered against um insurgent zemihdur mnued 
Narrain Deo, then creating disturbances in the district of 
Chicacole. Colonel Peach having been joined by detach- 
ments from the Madras battalions serving in the Circars, 
attacked and defeated Narrain Deo near the fort at ^ 

Jelmoor on the 2 tth May, taking his guns. IJe took 
the fort on"tko 30th idem, after which he followed 
Narrain Deo intaKimecly, defeated him again, took his 
remaining guns (3 twelves and 3 nines) and drove i*im 
into the hills. Aft^r this success Colonel Pcacli was 
directed to proceed to Itchapoor for the purpose of 
assisting to reduce that part of the Can jam District to 
order. „ ' J 

Sfyrtly after thS conclusion of the treaty with Hyih-r Achrauty’s 
in April 1769, Captain Achmuty returned with his batta- employed in 
lion toward® Bengal by land, and was actively employed ^ an j amp 769. 
for some time in the hill country near Ganjam. Tho * 

. - - 

1 A soldier of the Bengal Infantry received 2 lbs. of rice and? 2 lbs. 
of meat daily, wherflas the Madras allowance was pnly 1J lb. yf each. 
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ti. Bengalttroops did \iov finally j^ave bhe Madras Presidency 
until January li/70 wljen they marched* back through 


Bengal 'troops untli J^uary 
W Madras, Cuttack. \ 


through 


Operations op Colonel Smith’s Division, 1768. 

Soon after Hyder's return above the ghauts, Colonel 
Smijh 1 made preparations to enter' Mysore, while Colonel' 
Wood was detached ag^nst the forts* in the southern 
'part of tho Baramahal, and those in Salem, Coimbatore, 
o apd Dindigul. * * 

The fort ^t Caveripatam was abandoned on the 
23i;d February 1768 on the approach of Colonel Smith, 
Tfthose^ further, operations in this direction were ‘delayed 
“ uy orders directing him to proceed towards the Nizam's 
camp at Ptmganoor. On his .return he blockaded the 
hill fort at Kistnagherry which surrendered on the 2nd 
Hay. 


Early in J unc, a detachment sent in advance under 
Colonel Donald Campbell, 2 , , took the forts of Vencata- 
ghcrry, Mplwagul 3 and Colar on the 16th, 23rd, and 
28th June respectively. 0 


The detachment 'tb on rejoined Colonel Smith who had 
ascended tho ghaut, and the whole moved against the 
fort at Oossoar which fell on the 14th July. The forts 
pt Anicul and Dencanicottah surrendered a few days 
^ afterwards to a detachment under Captain Cosby, 

1 c_ _ _i 

• c . 

1 Smith’s Division was composed of the 1st and 2nd European 

Regiments, a«detachmaDti of Airtillery, the Foreign Legion, Captain 
Achmuty’s Bengal Battalion, and the 1st, 3rd t , 6th, 6th, 13th, 14th and 
16th Madras Battalions. r ' 

2 Colonel Campbell’s force consisted of detachments of the 1st and 
2nd European Regiments, and of the 3rd, 6th, 14th and 16th Battalions, 
now tji$ 2nd, 4th, 10th dnd 12th Regiments. 

3 f he rock Fort at Mulwagul was taken by stratagem by Captain 
Richard <Matbews oh the 16th Battalion (12th Regfment NX), 
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Operations of Colon el “Wood's Division, 1708. chap. vii. 
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. Colonel Wood 1 cdmmengcd with the «iege of Fingory- # 
cottah, .which surrendered on tlie 12th Feltfuary. Ho 
then took Da^mpoory, Salfem, AJitoor, Chaiulamunguluin, •• 

Namcul, Erode, Suttiamuugulumj Dcjfaikencofctah, Coim- • 
batore, the passes at Guzzuilyitty, and Cweripooram, the 
fort at PalghautcherJ’, and those at Dharapooram* anil 
.Avaracoorchy. The pettah nb Dindigul was taken b^ 
escalade on tho 3rd August by the 8th battalion, and. 

fort surrendered the* nf^t day. Shortly aftrrwamh# 

Colonel Wood sot out to rejoin Colonel Smith in Mysore, 
haying previously left detachments to occupy the piques * 
ho had taken. He arrive^ at Kistnaghorry on the l^st 
September, and moved up ihe pass towards Hodieottah 

Hyder, who had returned from the Western Coint 
to JJangalore early in August, matched to cufc'him off, 
but this attempt was frustrated by Colonel Smith wflo 
effected a junction 2 at the head of the pass on the Gth Colonel Wood 
September, but not before £olonei Wood had sustained 
some loss owing to ^iis imprudent conduct ar # d^ disregard • • 

of orders. *M)thmg^ further of importance occurred Loss of the 
before October when the forts at Mulwagul won* retaken Jiuiwi^nl. 
by the enemy. * # # * 

The garrison, composed o£ a detachment of the 14th 
battalion, had Been withdrawn during tho absence yf 
Colonel Smith in pursuit of Ilyder in September, 

* A < 

• / 9 

1 food's detachment consisted of the 3rd European Regiment, a 

party of Artillery, the 4th, 7th, 8tL,« and tyth battalions, and 6 com. 
panies of the 10th (3rd, gth, 7th, and 9th Regiments). 

2 Smith mentions as haying been ^ith him, the 1st and 2nd European 

Regiments, the 1st, 3rd and 5th battalions (1st, 2nd and 4th Regiments 
N.I.) and Aohmaty’s Bengal battalion. The 3rd Regiment of Euro- 
peans, the 8th and 11th battalions, and fiftir companies of. ^he 7th # 
were with Wood, (i.e., the 7th and 6th Regiments — the 11th battalion 
having been reduced is not represented). • * 

VOL. I. * • 33 
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order of one of t^ieViold Deputies, who caused it to be 
replaced by a company of Hhe NawaufeV sepoys. The 
result was^that both forts were taken c shoi'tly aftei*wards 
without resistance. r < 

Colonel Wood retook the lowter fort and the pettah 
on the 3rd October, but was repulsod in ay attempt to 
recqvor the rock fort by escalade. r The following day he 
was unexpectedly attacked by Hyder with a large force. 


'A very obstinate and severely contested action ensued, 

, which terminated in the English being left in possesssjina — 
of the field, although ' they narrowly escaped defeat. 
Colonel Wood made a report to Colonel Smith to the 
effect that ha had fought a severe action with Hyder, and 
a had remained fe in possession of the field, but he gave no 
pai ticuhirs.* 

The following account is taken from a letter from 
Colonel Smith to Government, dated, camp near Mulia- 
vakul, 9th October 1798 


c 

Colonel 
Smith’s 
account of 
the battle. 


“ In consequence of tho information received from Colonel 
Wood on the Gth in the morning, of his distressed situation 

r * 

for want of ammunition after his engagement with the enemy 
on the tth, this division of the Ariiiy moved from Colar for 
his relief tho same day, and reached this place on the 
morning 1 ^ of the 7th. 

“ Since my being here, I havo been on the ground of the 
action, and have got the best accounts of it I am able, from 
L ^Colonel Wood, which I have now the honor to impart to 
c you. 

“Between 10 and 11 o’clock in tho morning, intelligence 
was brought of the ( uenij h s foot appearing at about four 
miles distance from Colonel Wood’s camp on the north-east 
quarter of tho rock of this place, with intent, it was supposed, 
to throw provisions upon the hill, Colonel Wood, having no 
acccfdnt of the whole of 4 the enemy having moved— on which 
he immediately ordered two companies of *epoys, and one of 
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their small guns out, to be more particularly iniVmdd of CHAP. Vi I. 
their design, add soon after Jbllo\^cd himself. They were • T\ 
advanced about # tw<? miles in fronf, among a number of small 
rooks and hollows, amP to a most rugged uneven * ground too 
difficult to describe with any accuracy or#justness, and where 
no spot of would admit of a battalion of sepoys being 
properly drawn up, and Jtoafc surrounded by a number of small 
rocks. At this time a body of about 3,000 horse were assem- 
bled, which could not be seen before from the unevenness of* 
the ground, and its low situation ; ,and advanced upon the 1 
^wo companies of sepoys, who immediately plied their gun as 1 
warmly as possible upon them. Soon after, it appeagpd the 
enemy’s horse were supported by a body.of foot which pressed 
them so hard that Colonel Wood weyt *for the ^ique^ 
of the line composed of two companies ipore of sepoys, and % 
a six pounder, and orderod the camp to be struck, the line 
to form and follow him, and to sonc^ the bnggagS of the 
Army into the pettah with four companies of sepoys and 
Captain Brooke. 1 

“ During Colonel Wood’s absence the twfo companies 
became surrounded by the enemy’s horse, but he with the 
piquet, critically 9 coming, penetrated the enemy, alid joined 
them. • • 

“ After his joining, the whole of the eAiemy’s army Appeared 
drawn up upon a* high ground in his front at abiftit Half a 
mile’s distance, and w^o now vfere supporting the attack of 
their party with fresh horse, foot, and rockets, so that thp 
whole soon became surrounded, Colonel Wood thus situajtcc^ # 
thought it proper to abandon his #uns*and eydeavour to# 
make^his retreat to*the line. doing which, before he had 
got the distance of 400 yard:;* the# 1st battalion (being 
detached frojn the line, but in such a hurry as to be c^igcd 
to leave their guns which werd sent into the pettah) very 

1 Of Captain A. F. Achmuty'a Bengal battalion — doing duty, with t 
one of the Madras battalions — af t'*rwardrf Governor of Sfc. Helena 

Neill claims him for the Madras Europeans, wbifih is a mistake. 
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seasdnably appeared for their ^support when the horse were 
close upon the poi|ita of tjxeir bayonets ,• which occasioned the 
enemy to slacken a little the attack of* Axis ftarty, and gave 
», them an opportunity of takingipost ofi one of the rocks at 

# hand. The 1st baUalior; did the sume nntif the whole of 

the enemy’s army boi*e down upon them, and obj^ged them to 
retire from rock to rock until lliey catje near the line at about* 
half a mile m fhcir rear. « 

* “The whole now joined, and formed as well as their* 
’ situation would admit of, with ^8 pieces of cannon playing on 
i the enemy, and a close ifau&quetry, and maintaihed this posi- 
tion unHl about 2 o’clock, when finding the enemy from their 
numbers had surronijded them, and possessed too much 
aflvantyige of ground, the army was ordered to retiro, and 

* evacuate the posts, find to marah to a position that appeared 
in the rear at about half a mile’s distance, resolutely contend- 
ing with'the enemy till they reached it, when all the sepoys, 
and two guns' wore posted upon two flat rocks. The battalion 
companies of the regiment 1 behind a tank at the foot, and the 
grenadiers detached in the rear with one gun to a mud fort 
which they possessed, successfully covered the rear of the 
whole froih bodies of horse that appeared iqtepding to come 
round a large hill upon them. * * 

c * f * 

^ Thus*strongly posted (but our having to this time retreat- 
ed) tto fenemy became more and more resolute, possessing 
themselves of every rock adjacent, and parties of their horse 
galloping to the points of the bayonets of the regiment, and 
^ some so resolute as to attempt penetrating the line. The 
•enemy’s artillery n&w bebamc { very hot, and much superior to 
ours, having iu this situation from 10* to 12 guus paying, 
their foot constantly s&pporved by detachments pressing upon 
us, tiil in some parts they became engaged with bayonets, 
and their horse in the rear of them with drawn swords threaten- 
ing to cut down those of them that should give way, and 

k » i* * 

~ « 

1 *.e.,^he Madras European Regiment (Royal ftfadraa Fnsiliers) 
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some actually putting* their |t^ireats inijo execution. fThua CHAT. VIL 
were both obstinately enga^Al til^ neau |unset without any # 
appearance of fcithSr* giving way* till Captain Brooke, who 
was left in the pettal#on account of a bruise he mad received #( 
the morning before in attempting tjie ro«k, finding the action 
seemed rather to increase than relax, mbvcd from the pettah 
•with the two guns of jjhe 1st battalion, an 3 appeared upon 
the plain on a spot that happily flanked the enemy’s liorse 
’who were collecting in order to prosecute any advantage that 
might bo acquired over us ^ and commenced so hot a cannon- • 
acfe as obliged them soon to gito way. % * 

“This happening unexpected, gave our arifiy f reshapin' ts, 
and inspired them with a real belief ihat part of my atoTiy 
was about joining them froirpColar, which ^ .V^vopoi ttd wi^Ji 
joy throughout our people, a fid communicated to the on nny, 
who upon that ga^e way, and retreated instantly, which ( 
determined to us (tho’ contested till 6*)’elock in the evening) 
the fate of the day, and left us masters of the field, Colonel 
Wood continuing to cannonade them as long as they were 
within reach of him, and a par£ of the sepoys following them , 
till dark, and who, upon their return, collected our killed 
and wounded* • 

“I am not able to form any idea of tjio loss of thp enemy, 

but on a moderate computation they cannot have 'less fhan 

1,000 killed and wounded, and with the former several of 

their best Officers^ particularly those of their sepoys, and two 

or three horse Jemadars, and a considerable number of their 

horse. • 9 ' 

* % , 

“ The loss sustained by us, if liavo the honor 1ft send you 

a re&rn of. 1 

* • • 

“I have qply to remark that the enemy have behav^ with 
* 

1 This return has not been found. In the Proceedings of Govern- 
ment dated 10th October, the casualties aro given as follows :-»j # 

Europeans, 20 killed, 5d wounded. 

Natives, * 28 „ *25 „ 
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courage far beyond anyth ing*I could have expected from 

them, at iimes withstanding the charge ©f baydnets, and their 

horse in general more resolute than they *hav6 yet &£p6ared, 

», and in some* instances desperately enter prising. Upon thp 

4 whole it has been the mosj* serious and warmelt contest that 

Hyder has as yet supported, and nothing but the^nost steady 

and determined behaviour coufd* have Resisted them. 


f “I must not omit on this ocraision the mention madej>f* 
their artillery, which is allowed by all to have been managed 
with eqfcal skill) and fired with equal quickness, and superior 
on tliis occasion to our'own. 

/ « • . « 

• * “ As 'merit became conspicuously distinguished it would be 

wanting in nfo to omit mentioning; the share due to the 1st 
and lGtlW battalions of sepoys, as well as'to their officers, and 
t(t the men of the regiment and artillery ; and in short to the 
officers and men in general.” * 

%4 

Iii October Colonel Smith was sent for to Madras for 
the ostensible purpose of assisting (government with his 
advice concerning the further conduct of the* war, and he 
accordingly departol^on the 14th November accompanied 
t by*tho Kawaub and the Field Deputies, leaving Colonel 
Wood in command of the aijmy. • 

* • 

Colonel Wood e It was the general opinion at the time, that Govern* 
m m * uvent, attaching an undue importance to Colonel Wood's 
Success in, Walem and in Coimbatore, had recalled Colonel 
Smith for the express purpose of giving Wood an 
opportunity* of distinguishing himself ; but if this were 
so, they very soon had cause to regret it. 


Colonel Smith 
goes to 
Madras. 


1 lst^ud 12th Regime# is N.I. The other troops with Wood's division 
* were the 3rd European Regiment, the 8th (7th N.I.) and 11th (reduced) 
battalion!, and thretf or four companies of the 7th (6th N.I.). 
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On the 16th November § OoloAel Wood 1 marche*d to chap, vn, 

relieve Oossot>r # then besieged Jpy B?ytler. He reached yy 0o £ * 
Baugloor on tfhe f7th, and left* his baggage ^nd two 18- marches to 
pounders at th^t plUce while lie # continued Ins march for -kossoor. 
Oossoor distant about *10 miles, but flyder on receiving • t 

, • -n , , Out-maiMbu- 

notice of wis approach, gjyne upon ftyugloor by an vrcdby 

unexpected route, an«f succeeded in carrying off th© 18- IIyder * 

. pounders, and a great quantity of stores, baggage, and 

camp equipage, together with a number of draught f 

• cattle which had not beert tftljen ipsido the fort. Hydor, » 

after having secured the plunder, returnee] on the 22nd, 

surprised Wood near Arlier when on his march towards 

Colar, and opening a firo from 12 heavy guijs which^Woorl 

passively sustained without jjnaking any attempt to chargt 

he inflicted a loss in kilk^l and wounded of 1 Cnptaiu, 6 

Subalterns, 20 Europeans and 200 ^epoys. lie Renewed 

the attack during the night, and again on tlio next day 

until noon, when lie drew off on the approach of Major 

Fitzgerald from Vencatagherry : — ’ „ 

Colonel Wood's report of these actions^ was very 

meagre, and* unsatisfactory. 


Extract from a letter to Government*from Colonel, Wood ^ 
dated, oamp at Colar, 23rd November 170ft * 

" Hyder Ally, yesterday in the afternoon, engagod us;, the Wood’s report 
action began about 2 o'clock in the afternoon, but it was by of tlie at5tion - 
no means decisive, not having it in our power to take* the » 
advantage on account of so nu^neiou's a b3dy of active horse.* 

I wa4 obliged to march last night to this place to prevent 
the enemy from attacking Maj&r Fitzgerald’s* escort from 
Vencatagherry, and dur rear was attacked the whole ularch 


1 2nd and 3rd European Regiments about 700. Five Native battalions 
about 4,000. The 6th, 11th and 16th battalions* are known to h^ve been 
with Wood* I have not been ab’e to ascertain the numbers of the 1 
ether two. * • • 
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CHAP. VII. by flyder’s whole force' from f 12^ o’dock last- night till day- 
« T" r light this morning,* whep a general action fcnsued, But the 
same as before. *1 can only say we htfire Beat tha enemy, 
and it never can be in our power fco*make any advantage 
without the utmost visquf of the wheie army . 9 

“ Hydcr is now about 4 miles to the westwarj) of us, but I 
am in no situation to visit him yet^intil supplied with rice,- 
ammunition, and all other stores.” 9 

Major Major Fitzgerald after joining Colonel Wood, sent the 

account^f 9 following account of the battle do Colonel Smith : — # , 

tho same. l1 

Extract from a letter to Colonel Smith from Major Thomas 

* Fitzgerald, dated, camp six miles south-west of Colar, 
/ 2*th Noyovnher 1708. , 

“To e 

* . Colonel Smith, f , 

t 

Compandor- in-Chief. 

“ Sir, 

“ While I lay encamped at Vcncatagherry I received intelli- 
gence by different hircarr/ihs that Hyder had attacked 
Colonel Wood at Baugloor and worsted him, having killed a 
number of his men, taken two 18-pounders* with almost all 
his stores and baggage, and that the Colpnel was retreating 
tov^ards L Colar. 

“ Having considered the consequence of these acts, I 
thought it highly necessary for me to march to his assistance, 
Und take with me what rice I could collect, not being more 
' 'than 450 bullock loads, as I supposed some part of his pro- 
° visions, if not all, must liave fallen into the enemy’s hands with 
the baggage. 1 accordingly marched from Vencataghorry 
the 22nd in' the mornng, and yesterday evening after having 
made a forced march I joined him at this place, and by what 
I have since learned, I am well pleased to find that my 
march has tended to a good purpose. 

' u l have not words to express how much I was surprised 
on my Arrival to^nd the situation the Coldnel was encamped 
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in, being obliged to takef post, 1 * * * * find what a t’acc of despondence cil Ar. 

every body seethe 3 to* wear, thi\|k it Aighly incumbent on # T" 

me to^ive you*sudi ’accounts as T have been able to collect 

concerning the late affair, and I am really of opinion that it # 

may bo of the wofst consequences, # {or b}* it the black troops 

are entirely disheartened. Wliat with the fatigues they 

•have suffered, and th^j* advantages the enemy have lately 

gained ovor them,*I fear they look upon themselves in too 

’poor a light, which we may hereafter experience the bath 

effects of. . • 

* # • • % 

“ Colonel Wood formed a sAicmo of surprising llyder in 

his camp at Oossoor ; with tliis intention be hmrchuifr at 10 
o’clock at night from Baugloor leaving his stores and 
•gage, and two 18-poundersabehind, with i/rt^ rs for flu y 
being thrown into the fort and pettab, bui Hyder bad tinn !y 
intelligence of this jnovoifcent, and ordered a body of horse 
to amuse the Colonel, while ho, will* his infantry moved 
round to Baugloor, where he took tho 18-pounders, and all tlfo 
stores and baggage which could not be got into the fort. 

“The day after he attacked ini. A vory hot cannonade • 
ensued, and continued ^or five hours, during whi^lj time tho 

Colonel ncver*atCempted to advance upon him, but stood bis 

• • 

cannonade which took considerable effect, and t b re almost 
all his own* ammunition away to no manner of purpose, as Iko 
enemy advanccd*thoii^guns with only the necessary number 
of people to worjc them, and kept tlicir line of Infantry 
drawn up in tho rear, entirely out of tho reach of our guns 
there remain now only about five rounds to all bis sopoy gt mif. 9 
“The Colonel marched again jin the night, and \tas pursued* 
by tfee enemy who rocketed him the whole way, and 
harassed his troops very much ; in thc # morning ftiey cannon- 


1 In a vory strong position near Colar. 

3 Ton small field pieces attached to the Nativ^ Infantry in thc # propor- 

tion of two to each battalion. This action took place at Arlior bhfvocn 9 

Baugloor and Colar • » * 

vol. i. . 34 
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CHAP. VII. adecf him again for some f time^but (as I am informed by my 

• • * hircarrahs) upon fheir hairing of my ^ap^rofteh, they imme- 
diately moved off.* Judge Sir, how muchfto (Air disadvantage 
•* the whole affair has turned out, and? what a disgrace it ia 
, that such an army* has * been obliged to refcfeat before an 
enemy, whom but a* few days since, they sought with such 
vigilance. r 

“ It is expected that Hyder has marched back to Baugloor 
where Captain Alexander was left with his battalion of 
sopoys, 1 * for what purpose I* cannot divine. I have had 
a consultation with the Cfolonel on the subject, and he 
says A f Hydeb goes against tho place, it must certainly 
fall. 

“ I Represent 'd oO him how Considerable the loss would be 
to us, and at the same time endeavoured to convince him 
that it was very practicable to prevent its reduction, but all 
to no effect. I told lrlm I would undertake to do it with tho 
detachment that T brought him, and a reinforcement of the 
two European Grenadier companies, and Captain Mathews' 
battalion - in exchange for Captain Buck’s, 3 if he thought 
proper to let mo have them, and that he might return with 
the rest of the troops to Colar in order to lefresh for a few 
day 8 ; this ho declined, saying that he thought it too incon- 
si l8rabl6 a force to risk, and indeed declared to me he did not 
think our whole army was by any me&ns of sufficient 
strength to cope with Hyder’ s. As this is his opinion, for 
God’s sake, Sir, consider what we have to expect — in my 
Opinion, nothing but the entire ruin of the Company, and 
‘ let me inh-tat you,’as you are now on the spot, to concert the 
proper means for the recovery (I must say) of our lost Jaonor, 
and tho interest of thflse wte servo, for certainly no time is to 
be lost in the present emergency.” * «> 


1 Nawanb’s troops. 

1 Tlfe 16th battalion, ‘now the 12th Regiment Native Infantry. 

3 jSavwub’b troop? u 
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Government on becoming accjuainted with this •com- 
munication iifimkdjfttely dir#ctec^Colc(h61 Wood 1 to make 
over* the cotnmaird of tte ttrmy ta the next senior 
officer, and to^roc^ed to Madras. * 


HyDER RECOyGRS his Possessions, 17<>8. 

• 

Early in November, a stroi3g force was organised at 
Seringapatam under Fazil Oollali Khan for the recovery, 
of the places in Coimbatore# and the adjacent distrif ty 
which had been taken by Colonel ‘Wood, while # Ifyder 
himself, relieved from any apprehensions for the safely 
of Bangalore, prepared to descend thrqugli the Bajamahal 
into the Carnatic. • # * 

• # 

The very faulty and unmilitary disposition of the 
troops left behind by Colonel Wohd, when he inarcl^od 
in August to rejoin Colonel Smith, will be apparent 
from tho following return signed by himself : — 

“ A Return of the troops stationed at the different forts 
and passes hi the Coimbatore country, &c . : — * # 


1 He was tiied by Court-Martial in the end of 1769 on iTino effaces, 
some for appropriating to his own use, stores, grain, and pAmder taken 
in the Baramahal, and inCounbatoA, instead of using them to provision 
the forts in which tie had left detachments— Others for misconduct in 
the field at Oossoor, Arlier, and elsewhere. • 

He was acquitted of the charges regarding the stores and gmin#oi! 
the ground that they belonged to the Nsftvaub,*ind not £o Government. 
He was found guilty^)f miscondu/t at Ailior, but the Court refrained 
from passing any sentence in consideration of his former services. It 
is not apparent why he was aoquittocl of having neglected to provision 
the forts. Gtovemmeift disapproved of the finding, for certain Reasons, 
and direoted the Court to revise tlfeir Proceedings, hut they refusod 
either to allow the reasons to be read or to bo noticod in any way. 
Government upon this ordered that Colonel Wood should be dismissed, 
and that proceedings should be taken agn&ust him in Com^ .for the 
recovery of the stores, grain, &c\, misappropriated by him. 


rflAP. VII. 

(jolovel^Yood 
deprived of 
the Coni- 
fiiaud.* 


Fifnlty dispo- 
sition of the 
detnenments 
left by 
Colonel 
Wood. 
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The detach- 
ments left 
without 
money or f 
provisions. 
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* 

9 f | • Companies. 

Guzlcliutty Ptfs^ am^othors (1.8) depending on 
tlie Torts Panaicoin5ottali, Guzlohfittyt and 
TaHa&iullay. f * ^9 

9 companies 4tb battalion (3rd Jlegirr£mt f L.I.) 

under Lieutenants Andrews and House. , j 
CnveripooraSn Pass, and j?ii depending. 

Captain Faizan, six companies of •tbe 7th 
battalion (Oth Regiment Native Infantry) — 

Forts of Caveripooram, and Allambady. j 
The fort of Stittiamnn^alum. 3 companies 
of the 10th battalion (9th Regiment N.I.). 

, Some Nawaub’s Topasses and gunners. 

Captain Get on, and Lieutenant Knightly. 

L)i f ndigul, Pync ^Pulny) and garrisons depending. 

AbralVJawn and his people., 

Sun Kerry poor uni fort (Paulghautcherry). 

Lieutenant Pryne, 1 and Nabob’s sepoy com- 
panies 

Coimbatore fort. Lieutenant McCutcheon 
Luropeaus sick in Hospital 
Nabofr’tf sepoy companies ... .. # 

Darapooram. Nabob’s sepoys,# Lieutonant 
„ Johnson ... ... # ... • 2 

Erode. Nabob’s sepoys and 37 Europeans in 
'Hospital, Serjeant-Maj* r Johnstf.ii ... ... 1 

Chandamungalum, Nabob’s sepoys ... 1 

Namcul do. ... ... 1 

fealem. TopassQs and Nabob’s sepoys, Captain 
Heyne ... ... <k ... * ... ... 3 

Wombiuolloor. Nabob’s f?cpoys, Serjeant Hoaro. 3 
It c ,was believed that those troops were € left unc 
pressure from the Nawaub' who required thoir assistan 

1 It appears from a memorial presented to Government by this Offi, 
that ly'«*ook tlio Fort aEPaulgautchcry with 3 companies of the I 
’battalion. . 


:::} 
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in the collection of ttio^ro'foiiue# of the districts ttiken cflAP. vn, 
possession of f but.aothin^tumli jus(i£y the isolation of 9 
so nia^y weak detachments at such *a distance from 
the army that i^was impossible JLhey could bo supported , 
in case of need. Moreover, it ifp pears from the corre- 
spondence bf the time that* Jho Officers (commanding at 
the several posts wefe left without provisions, without 
.money, and without instruction^ 

The natural result of such mismanagement was the, 
spSedy recovery by the enem/ of all the places which liitd* 
been taken from them, with the exception <>f # Colar, 
Vencataglierry, and the hill fort at jCistnagherry. • • 

Hydor summoned the foirt at Salem <*n Jli/; 9tli Uoreny Surrender of 
ber, but Captain Hcyno refused to surrender. On the SaIouu 
10th fire was opened on* the place, but without further * 
effect than knocking away the parapets. The same 
evening a European officer civne from UydcVs camp with 
a message to the effect that, provided the fo^t and stores 
were given up, the garrison would be permitted to go to • 
Tinchinopoly with thc*ir arms and private property. These 
terms having been refused the fire was resumed. The 
next day Captain Hcyne, finding it doubtful whe&er # tho 
gan*ison would stand by him, sent to say he wouyi accent 
the terms offered, aiitt asked An* an agreement in writing. 

This Hyder refused to give, on the ground that his wor^i 
was sufficient, and ho threatened to put the garrison to , 
the sword unless the place was immediately surrendered, 
on the terms offered. Upon {his Captain Heyno marched 
out of the fort, but instead of bding allowed tv proceed to 
Trichinopoly, he and his men were made prisoners. 1 • 


1 This account is taken from the deposition of Lawrence Olvis, a 
Serjeant-Major of Topassos serving under Captain Hoyne. Nfotetuils , 
are given by Wilks. • 
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CHAP. VII. 


Capture of 
Guzzlehutty, 


Loss of 
Coimbatore 


Captain 
Orton 
retreats to 
Erode. 


Hydcr takes 
Caroor. 


Disaster at 
Colanolly. 


On the 18th Noveirfeer tfte jjorde under’ Fazil Oollah 
Khan came before tne fott at Guzzlehattj^ aifd was repulsed 
by the de^achmfent under Lieutenant Andrews ' The 
% assault was renewed th^ next day/ant^ carried after a 
' gallant defence, during which LiSutenaiit Andrews was 
killed. This oiftcer had wrijt^n in Septemberlto the effect 
that'his men had received no pay ft>r three months, and 
were almost starving. It also appears that Guzzlehutty. 

, and the adjacent posts were so unhealthy that out of nine 
• companies of the 4th. bullion of sepoys under Lieu- 
tenant Andrews, only 400 men were fit for duty in the 

fv’^t week of November. 

# 

On the 29th of November Lieutenant McCutcheon 
r commanding a^ Coimbatore wps betrayed by the Killadar, 
and murdered together with Mr. Hamilton the Pay- 
master/ The fort was then given up to the enemy. 

' Captain Orton, who commanded the troops at Suttia- 
mungalum, left that place by order of Lieutenant-Colonel 
, Frisch man i and retreated to Erode on the 6th December. 

f 

Shortly afterwards he was reinforced by six companies of 
the lOtli battalion (9th Regiment N.I-)*from Trichino- 
poly upder Captain Nixon, 1 and about 130 Europeans < 
ivnuer Captain Fortune. 

Hydcr after having takep Salem, proceeded to Narncul, 
and thence to Caroor which surrendered on the 19fch 
December. 

Captain Orton, v being ignorant of this event, detached 
Captain jNixon on the 224 d with 7/) 2 Europeans, 2C0 


• i * 

1 Afterwards Major-General Sir Eccles Nixgn. 

2 fVilks gives the number of Europeans as 50, but a rStum signed by 
Captain Fortune who commanded them, shows I Captain, I Lientenant, 
4 Serjeants, 2 Corporals, and 64 Privates. Of these 48 were killed or 
woundpd. The detachment of sepoys was composed of men belonging 

1 to the 4th and 10th (3rd and 9th Regiments) battalions. 

No rofcurn of they casualties has been fouud. * 
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sepoys, Ad two guns* for tje puipose of escorting* pro- 
visions from 0ajfcoF«distant abouf 40 fnfles. The detach- 
menrhad readlie<f Colanelly alfout half • way from Erode 
when it was ^udd5nly confronted by Ilyder with his, 
whole army, andf almost entirely destroyed after a gallant 
resistance.* 

Hyder proceeded tf) Erode immediately after the action 

• and arrived there the same nig 1 *^. On the 23rd he sum- 
moned the place to surrender, upon which Captain Orton 

% dif 0 cted his second in commhrjd, Captain Robinson , 1 to &o 
to Hyder's camp in order to arrange terms 9 ! capitulation, 
but that officer being unwilling to venture into tlyd/Vs 

• presence. Captain Orton wjmt himself on n safe conduct 

which provided for his return to the fort. # Captain Orton* 
demanded that the garrison should be permitted to march 
to Trichinopoly with their arms and, effects. Hyder not 
consenting to this, Captain Orton left him/and went to 
visit the wounded officers of Captain N ixo n\s detachment, 
after doing which he was ^bout to return to tho fort, 
when he was forcibly detained and kept in camp all 
night. Thtf ndxt morning Hyder told him that ho could 
not be permitted .to leave the camp, but that if he would 
sign an order for the surrender of the fort, stcfres^ajid 
ammunition, the troops woul$ bo allowed to retain, their 
private property* and to proceed to Madras 2 twenty days 
after the capitulation. * 

Captain Orton signed the ordgr as,, required, and the 
Tb^was given up* accordingly, immediately after whiefi 
the whole garrison, officers and mey, were sent to Serin- 

• * , 

1 This officer commanded the company of the 4th battalion which 
surrendered at Vaniembaddy in November 1767 ; he was released on his 
parole not to serve again during the war. ^ 

* This account is taken from th* proceedings on Orton’s Co«Ut-Mar-, 
tial held at Fort St.* George in November 1769. # 
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CHAP. vii. gapa'iam as prisoners, b The V violation of his parole by 
« ( 1 Captain Robinson Was assigned in ‘justification of this 
action. Orton was tried fl in 1769, ‘found guilty; and 
o< cashiered. He justified liis attempt* 2 to^reat by plead- 
, ing that his provisibns ojuld not Have lasted for longer 
than two days^but it appealed in evidence ‘ that there 
was food sufficient for tenor twelvd days, and also that he 
was not sober when ho \ypnt to Hyder's camp. 

Wilks suggests i hat the order for surrender was 
obtained, cither by the threat,, 'or the actual application 
of torture, but Orton made no allusion to anything of tlio 
1 kind in his defence. 

On the fall qf Erode Hyder marchod to Caveripuram, 

• \Vhich ' liad Bebn resolutely defended for several days 
against Fasiil Oollah Klian by ^Captain Faizan, but the 
place being no longer tenable, he capitulated on Hyder’s 
appearance, and on the same terms as had been prom- 
ised at Erode, but which wore equally disregarded, and 
on the same plea. 

The only officers left by Colonel Wood who succeeded 
in bringing off their men were Lieutenants* Johnson 3 and 
Bryne. The former fought his way froin Darapooram to 
Tfidliinopoly, although closely followed, and harassed by 


Caveripuram 

capitulates. 


Lieutenants 
J oil n sen and 
Bryne bring 
off their men. 


' * • 

1 The charge ib given in the appendix for the purpose of showing the 
fcrm then in use. Vide Appendix F. 

1 The garrison, had it boon well commanded, was sufficiently strong 
to have held out for some time, probably long enough to have enabled 
Major Fitzg^Lild to relieve it. It y'as composed as follows : — 

European Infantry ... ... * ... 184 ( 

4tli battalion ( (3rd Regiment L.T.) ... 620 

10th „ * (9th „ N.I.) ... 613 

tw Nawnub’s sepoys fc ... 14& 

Topasses ... ... ... ... ... 67 

8 or 10 artillerymen, and 25 men belonging 
to the 8t|? and 11th battalions. 

i 1 Thi^ officer was afterwards appointed to command the 3rd 

battalion (£nd Regiment Native Infantry) as a reward for his conduct. 
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superior Ambers. The lattlr majle liis way to TricMno- CHAP. vll. 
poly through the •Trairancore country tfifhout loss. • 

As>oon as^Hyderis incursifin into* the ^Baramahal Major 
became known Jdoloilel Iioss Lang, who had succeeded to Jl tz t? craW 

t 7 * , v 7 foilowg 

the command ot % the froops in Mysofo on the recall of u>dei. # 
•Colonel Wot>d, detached a sglect corps about 5,000 1 
‘men, under Major Fit»$erald, to follow him. This force 
parched on the 'lOfcli December, but being unablo to 
overtake Hyder before the recapture of the forts in* 

Safom, and Major Fitzgerald lyiviiig received instruction*; 
to make the safety of Trichi ndpoly. his first care, he 
inclined his course in that direction. Ilyder, affertho 
surrender of Caveripuram, entered tfie Carnatic, burning, 
and plundering, as he went, and eluding TFitzgtfrn Id’ •> • 
efforts to come up with him. * * 

Colonel Smith resumed command of the army at roionoi 
Chittapet, about 70 miles south-west of Madras, on thb resumes 
1st February 17G9, and having been furnished with good comrmmfi, 
and sufficient carriage, he b^gan to press Ilyder hard.. 

Several overtures of ^peace were mado by Government 
about this time,*and a cessation of arms for twelve days 
took place on the. 22nd February, bitf as no termg could 
be agreed upon, hostilities recommenced. 


1 Wilks gives fcho following details : — 

European and Native Cavalry 500 

3rd Regiment European Infantry 350 

Grenadier Companies, 1st (find 2i»l , 

Begimeits 150 

* Five select Battalions of Sepoys . . 4,000 

8 Six* pounders, 6 thrce’*pounflers, and <t 

# detail of Artillerymen. 


* Tbeso wore the 3rd, 5th, 6th, 13th, and 16th Battalions. Tins 
• force was increased by the 1st and 8^h detached by ^Colonel 
Lang, and which joined the army at Chittapot on tfle* 31 st • 
January 1700. # • 


vo L. T. 
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By this time Hyder ^iad hlcomo ^desirous of ^feace, and 
finding himself ojJposofcl bye a really t crfpat>le officer, and 
being apprehensive of kome disaster^ Ho resolved to 
endeavour to put an end ta the vtar b& a bold stroke 
without running 'the msk of a 4 general engagement. 
Acting on this^doterminatioq he sent jiff his 1 main body, 
togothcr with all his guns and '-baggage, to Mysoro,* 


retaining with himself a r soloct corps of 6,000 horse and 

g i . 

200 foot. With this force he marched 130 miles in 


three days and a half, and appeared before Madras lyitb 

his cavalry on the 29th March. He immediately desired 

tli a.t Mr. Dupr6, one of the Members of Council, should be 

Treaty with sent to him at.St. Thomas' Mount to discuss the terms of 
Hyder, 1769. , • t 

<■ peace? This was done, and a treaty was signed by the 

English on Vhe 3rd April, and ,by Hyder the next day. 

Colonel* Smith had como up on the 31st March to 

Yandaloor, About twelve miles from the Mount, while the 

negotiation was pending, but Hyder was so much di3* 

o quieted by r this proximity that he insisted on Smith's 

being required to keep at a distance of 25 miles until 

matters should bo finally settled. » , 


Reasons Tb C conditions 1 uf Hie treaty were perfectly reasonable, 

assigned by # 1 

Government add in no way dishonorable, but the conduct of Govern- 
mad^pcaco/ men t iii accepting terms offered in such a manner was 
Qondemned at the time, and has been unfavorably viewed 
by several writers. It may not therefore be out of place 

v 

1 The following is an abstract^of the principal articles : — 

2. That m ease either of tho contracting parties shall be attacked, 
they shall, from their respective countries, mutually assist each 
other to drive the enemy out. * * • * 

4 The release of all prisoners taken by either party during tho war. 
5. The restoration of all forts and places taken by either party 
‘ v* dming the war, excopt the fort of Caroor and tho districts 
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here to rS^ord what GoverAmentj had to say for them- ^crfAp. vu. 
selves on the ^oefcasum, whan aipdresidfig the Court of 

Directors re guiding* the war : — • , 

* • 

“ Much invgotf ve hath been circulated in this colony, and , 
nearly in the terms in which you egress* your sentiments of 
the peace { dictated at the gateg of Madras/ aryl wo find it hath 
been used as industriously at homo to establish the same i^eas. 

If an indifferent person were to read of an enemy dictating 
peace at the gates of a fortified town, the idea that would* 

’inmed lately occur would Ije .tluit the enemy came with 1 
superior force; that the garrison, seeing no hope of dislodging 
the enemy, and fearing for thoii' town, their livcS, and property, 
aocepted the terms prescribed. This •is the idea that ftnfn 
* have endeavoured at home, tmd abroad to yr^agatu, how 
justly will appear. Our army had boci\ in pursuit of the 
enemy in the southern p.frt of the Carnatic for near four 
months without being once able to com*' up with him ; at the 
last march before the peace he | gave our army the slip, anti 
arrived at the Mount about 48 hours before our army halted 
at Vandaloor twelvo miles short pf the Mount. Ono of the first # 
points he insisted on was, that an order should be sent to 
Colonel Smith tft halt at 10 Coss [about 25 to HO miles] from 
him, and declared £hat although he camc^to negotiate a peace 
he would not •remain there, unless au order was *5nt,*bufc 
would march immediately to the northward of Madfas^ or to 
Tripasoor, where ho could be more conveniently supplied with 
provisions and provender. As a peace was necessary to us, ami 
every day increased our distress, it appeared better to us Jo 1 
^gotiatewith him near at han^ than at a fiistancej^md it wa* 
vefj» material to save as much of the jaghire as possible 
from plunder. It missed Colonel Smith, but tht) messenger 
returning, Overtook *him at Vandaloor twelve miles Jrom 
the Mount. What then, it might be asked, could induce us 
to .make the peaco, if the enemy was so much afraid of 
our army. The motives are clearly and*fully assigne&in our , 
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Reasons 1 * 3 entered in consi^ltatioft tlie 10th April V/159. This 
being the case wc f c^miot^8ce yliy* it )vas*»ira>re disgraceful 
to negotiate ut thg Mount than 'at 100 miles distant. 


t 

# * c * # ' a # 

" C 

CAUSES OF THE WAFT OF SUCCESS DURING THE CAMPAIGN. 

Shortly before Colonel Smith entered Mysore, Govern- ' 
incut sent two Members of Council, viz., Messrs. Call 
mid Mackay, to his camp, under the designation of Field 
Deputies, to be associated vfith him in the conduct % of 
operations. One of these gentlemen held the contract 
for victualling tlie Europcuu troops, and also that for the 
supply of carriage to the army, but the profit:? ^ere shared 
by the, •other Members of Government, with the Exception 
of tlie Governor. 


1 The following is an ah tract of these reasons which are set forth at 
co’mwlorablo length in the Proceedings of Government quoted above:— 

1 The repeated anxiety for peace which had been expressed in 
M‘\t ral letters from the Couit of Directors, and their positive 
coders on the subject, datcjrl 13th May 1768. 

U The* insufficiency of tho means of maintaining a body of cavalry, 
thuw mt of wliich arm enabled the ,nemy to protract the war, 
and to deprive Government of their ordinary sources of revenue 
by laying wasto^he Carnatic, Hyder beings able to detach a large 
uody of horse to cut off communications, and to prevent Colonel 
d r Smith from obtaining any intelligence regarding his movemouts, 
vi bile he on tho other hanej^was kept fully informed as to those 
of the Colonel. 

3 'The losses sustained by the army from death, sickness and deser- 
t ion, as evinced by the state of Colonel Smith's force at tho 
Mount on the 1th April 1766, at which time the effective 
Cavpfry, Eiuopean and Natjve, had been reduced to 68 men, th^, 
two regiments of European Infantry to 379 of all ranks^’id 
the battalions of .sepoys to less than half of their established 
strength of 1,000 men. 

A . The stato of the Carnatic which had bo<?n reduced to a desert by 
11} dor’s policy of avoiding an engagement, and ravaging the 
country. 

f> The safety of the districts of Madura and Tinnovolly which had 
I'oeen entered by' detachments of the enemy. 
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The itfSbwaub also joined Ifie ctunp at the same timte, for CHAP. vn. 
the purpose df a%suming tho*maifigeiiie # nt of any territory T * 0 Nft ^ au b 
tlxaFl»ight b^cofiqhercd, and o*f aiding generally with his the 
advice. * • ^ • 

The Deputies* and fhe NawaiA> established their head- # 
quarters at Colar whei^J^ey detained ^om 150 to 200 
European Infantry, afid several battalions of sepoys for 
p their own protection, *thus seriously diminishing tho 
means at the disposal of Colonel Smith. 

The unsatisfactory character * of the campaign \ms 
owing in a great measure to this*mischievons arrangement 
which led to constant interference with the Commander- ■ 


» i 


in-Chief ; one notable instance of ’which was the with- 
drawal of tho regular garrison from* t ile^rock fort at> 
Mulwaggul, the result <# having been’ the lo^s of that 
important post, fn addition to this source of embarrass- 
ment, tho want of carriage, the scarcity and dearness of 
provisions, and the inadequate supply of ammunition and 
militarv stores, all combined to retard the movements, and 

* ig * 

impair the efficiency of tho army. 

Governme/it,.in a report to the Court of Directors written 
in March 1769, ascribed the failure of Jblie campaign, prin- 
cipally toxins want of hearty co-operation on tWpart’tof 
the Nawaub, to* the want of cavalry, and to the* want of 
money ; but thf feeling of indignation occasioned by 
the mismanagement in tho field was so general through- 
out the service that it was found expedient to assembler 
^jgmmittee for th^ purpose c/ ascertaining the causes of 
the ‘failure in respect of carriage 'and provisions. 


In Novejnber 1769 this Committee submitted their Tho Corn- 
report. They admitted tho -great impropriety of the ^Wrfj.e'tho** 
Members of Council having been principals in tho Contro^tors. 
contract, but ascribed the bad condition of the;, cattle^ 
generally to causes over which the contractors, had no 
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control, viz., rainy weather, htid roads, want <4* forage, 
&c., &c., and they exonerated them frorfi &ny default in 
the matter of victualling the Europeans.' It was alkfwed 
r ^hat tlio rice furnished to tin* Native trqpps had been 
Jbad in quality and deficient in quantity, hut it was held 
that for this tty? Nawab andjiis agents were* to blAme, 

as they had engaged to make the sifpply. 

« 

i Government in their .letters to England, defended 
themselves both in regard to the contract, ns well as the 
general management of th(. ^ar, but their conduct was 
condemned by, the Court of .Directors in almost every 
particular. _ 

The £ollowip<* extract from their general letter, dated 
15th September 17 G 0 , contains their opinion regarding 
tho appointment of the Field Deputies; — 

“ Upon the yet urn of« tho army from the Mysore country 
into the Carnatic, we find that, the Field Deputies are come 
back to the Presidency of Madras. We cannot but disapprove 
ef their original appointment^ which could have no other 
tendency b,ut to impede the operations, ? of the campaign, and 
give rise to very mischievous disputes betwixt the Commander- 
in-Chief. and the Deputies, by which wa fear the public 
service ha‘s suffered essentially. * * * * # 

“Ouj* opinion is that when the Company lias made choice 
of a proper person to bo a Commander-in-C^ief, all trust and 
confidence should be reposed in him to direct tho plans and 
operations of the campaign.” 

• r ^ * 

In March 1 770, the Court, •when reviewing the conduct 
of the war, observed they were satisfied that the army 
had not been properly supplied either with provisions, 
stores, or carriage ; and in«reply to the explanation given 
by Government regarding the contract, they made the 
following remarks with reference to tho acceptance of 
Mr. Cal^s tendep in 1761, and the arrangement then 
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to take shares hi the C&AP. til 

contract : — 

“ TTte advantages of the Council (yoti sayj were small 
therefore Mr^Call propos^Mhat the members thereof should 1 
become joint subscriber^ for carrying on the business of that # 
contract, tfhich duty to pulton the best and 

most beneficial footing*for the Company. 


“We wore yet much more astonished and concerned to find 
thJt of all, the Members of onr # CytnciI, not one had ho if or 
or virtue enough to reject a proposal* which was as wholly 
incompatible with their duty, as it was unworthy Alyjir 
character and station to accept.” • 

The Court then proceeded to dwell on the fact that 
after this arrangement had been made, no public tenders 
were again invited. With respect to the manner in which 
the contract had been fulfilled, the Court were of opinion 
that a the contractors had an eye to the profits, rather 
than any regard to promote .the public interests” — they, 
also pronounced the^ defence to be contradictory, loose, 
and unsatisfactory, pn,d the omission to advertise for 
fresh tenders to have been “ highly , criminal.” 

The resultS)^ all this was the organisation of jj, depart- 
ment for the supply of pro vinous and carriage. J 



CH *P. VII. 


The Nawaub 
lends ( iIorsc to 
Government, 

1767. 


They quit tho 
field, 1768. 


Ibrahim 
Beg’.s Horse 
also quit the 
Field. 


Organisation 
Mtish < 
Cavalry, 
1768. ( 



Cavalry, 1 767,-69. 

, , l 

« Colonel Smith having frequently represented the 
necessity of mai» .taining a bod^i^yaKy for the purpose 
of keeping open his communications, and of furnishing 
escorts, as well as to enable him to follow up any success 
he might obtain, tho Government took the subject into 
consideration, but although perfectly satisfied of the 
soundness of the recommendation, they were unwilling 
to<ge to any great expense, and therefore requested the 
Nawaub to place 2,000 of his horse under their officers 

c' t- • ({ 

'in order that they might be t put into a proper state of 
discipline. *fliis measure was carried out to a certain 
extent in December 1767, but soon proved to be a failure, 
foV the whole of the Native cavalry quitted the camps 
of Colonels Smith and Wood without permission early in 
J768, and returned to Arcot^ being in distress for want 
of pay. , 4 

About the same time a body of. horse and foot, under 
a soldi/'? of fortune named Ibrahim Beg, which w had been 
taken, into the Company’s service on thQ acquisition of 
the Northern Circars in 17GG», and whfeh was serving with 
Colonel Wood’s division, also left the cafrip, and entered 
>. the Nizam’s service soon afterwards. These events 

i 1 

cjemandiu££ ( the serious "attention of Government, they" 
adopted the following wnroposals submitted to themjry 
Major Fitzgerald, viz*.: — 

TIM the British troop, consisting of 38 meif should bo 
increased to 1 00. 

f That* the troop j>f foreign hussars under Captain 
“Aumont,^ composed of about 00 men wfeo had deserted 
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from ifyier* during the • action &t Vaniembaddy in 
December, shdulft al«o be imjreasld t-a J00. 

ThaT.500 good horses shoufd be obtained from the 
Nawaub, an<^*be mounted* by selected sepoys, and the 
best recruits that could be got. # • 

i • 

That the whole* 1 /. ^ 'Ttoralry, European and native, 
9 hould be placed # undfer the command of Major Thomas 
Fitzgerald. ^ t 


The establishment and pay of each troop of European 
cavalry was fixed as follows : — 


• * 


Captain, per mensem ...• 

Lieutenants, do. ♦ 

Cornet, do. ... • ... 

Quartermaster Serjeant, per mensem 
Serjeant- Major, do. # 

Rough Rider, do. 

Armourer and bellows boy, do. 
Serjeants f At 14| pagodas per month 
Corporals J for each man and horse 

| # with accoutrements, as 
^ pel* contract. 

m Tent Alhmance . 


-I 
2 
1 
1 
1 
1 
1 
5 
5 

3 Drnnyneirs 

90 PrrA-tes 

1 - ' 

\ 


PR^odas. 
55 1 - * • 

30 
. 4 

, 4 

. Gt 1 

, 4 


^493* 


Captains 3 pagoRas, and Subalterns 2 pagodas, per mensem^. 
Ttyp establishment and pay of the native horse .wjis 
dxed as shewn below : — # 1 * •* • 

** 2 Lieutenants, at 40 pagodas^ac^f per mensem with batta. 
2 Cornets, , at 35 do T 9 do. * do. 

1 Quartermaster, at 5 shillings and 9 pence a day. * 
Adjutant's allowance, 5 shillings a day. 

. Tent allowance to the Subalterns, 2 pagodas each 
per mensem. 1 # * 

von. i. # • * 3 C> 
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history of irmcli Madras' army, 

' : .[ . • 
fyitive Raises. 


1 Head Jemadar «... c ... •' . 

4 Jemadars, each commanding 100 men 

5 Subaltern Jemadars, each *... c 

5 do. dp. of inferior rank, each 

30 Horsemen as Serjeants,*0&3k u ’*v ***• 

30 Horsemen as Corporals „ * 

1 Linguist ... ^ ... 

5 Colormen, each 

> 3 Drummers „ ... 

’ ’*1 

440 Private horsemen, each 


r 

Pagodas. 
5/) * 
du 
Of 
8 * 
6 *- 
5* 
5 

5J 

3-g- 


( Tho Commandant oj; cavalry was to receive 270 pago- 
das, or 945 rppee^ a month, ^iid an extra allowance ot 
*4 pagodas a day when in the field. Out of this he was 
bound to find and feed 8 horses for himself and subalterns. 


These arrangements were carried out in March and 
April 17G8, and the cavalry, did good service throughout, 
the war. # 

u 
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AJrtii^ery, 17pH50T * . * C ^ A1> - VIT - 

On the 9th ^foj^paber 1 S(?7 an additional company of A Company 
. ArfcillXfy was raised for service in the Northern Circars, 


and wsy composed of— ^ # # # ^ • m 

1 Captain. 4 Corporals. ^ • * § 

2 Lieutenants * • • * • • 2 Driftnmers. 

3 Lieutenant Fireworkers. 6 Bombardiers. • 

. 4 Serjeants. 20 Gunners. 

40 Matrosses. 

This company was pkioedr under the command of * 
Captain Little. ## 

In March 1768 orders were sent from England cfireqjbing Au^menta. 
, that the Artillery should be augmented, apd formed into Reorganisa- 
a battalion of five companies to be *coihmandet? by a* tion, 1768. 
Lieutenant- Colonel. , • 

Major Eley, then in command at Madras, was* ordered 
to be pensioned, and the following instructions were given 
regarding the officering of th*e battalion . 

James Butler Esquire, of His Majesty's service to be 
Lieutenant-Colonel on ten shillings a day, with £200 prf 
annum as Captain of a company, and the emoluments 
arising fr<An the clothing of the same^ 

Captaiil Edward James of the Company's AwtiiuRy to 
be Major, anch second in command. Pay five shillings a 
day, and the emoluments of a company. 

Captain Matthew Horne of the Company's Artillery to 
rank next. • # 

Captain* Janies^ Capper, formerh^of H.M*. Artillery, 
an‘d now il free merchant in 1 to be Captain next 

below Hor-Jm. * 

The undermentioned gentlemen educated at Woolwich 
to be Lieutenant Fireworkers, and to go in after the junior 
of that grade, viz., James Hislop, James Cockburn, John 
Drummond, Malcolm Drummond, and William S^dfenham.* 
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\n. It* was intimlca'^at the' Wrne tipe that pf&cers of 
rtiotto Artillery were not, entitled, to rise.'^bfYL' the rank of 

t • , r>* 1 i . • 'A? 


Lieutenant-Colonel. 

• I * V 

m On the 14th November VlftfS, the fotjpwinp-' order 
.regarding Lhe reorganisation was published at Madras:— 
“ The Board i^ow proceed t{> establishment 

of Artillery agreeable to the orders*»of the Honorable the 
Court of Directors in their letter of the 25th March 1768, 
And 'which is to be as u^jtfvvs — 


Companies. 


« 4 * 


1st 

Sftid 

3rd 

4th 

6th 


Total 

\ , 


Lieutenant -Colonel, j 

c 

u 

p 

‘ci* 

•* 

4 

CD 

.a 

o3 

U 

CO 

V 

rl 

§ 

1 

3 

a 

■a 

Ph 

C3 

o 

1st Lieutenants. 

GO 

§ 

§ 

J 

a 

*M 

8rd Lieutenants. 

Lieutenant Fire- 
workers. 

00 

1 

32 

4? 

0) 

GO 

Corporals. 

Drummers. 

2 

£ 

£ 

Bombardiers. 

Gunners. 

a 

CD V 
02 

DO 

02 

1 

S 

1 

1 

t.. 

... 

1 

1 

1 

1 

3 

1 6 

6 

2 

2 

10 

20 

58 


1 


1 

1 

1 

1 

3 

6 

6 

2 

2 

10 

20 

58 



i 

1 

•1 

1 


3 

6 

6 

2 

2 

10 

20 

58 


. . . 

i 

1 

1 

1 


3 

6 

6 

2 

2 

10 

20 

58 



l 

1 

1 

1 


3 

6 

6 

2 

2 

10 

20 

58 

1 

1 

3 

5 

6 

5 

2 

15 

{ 

30 

30|10 

10 

50 

100 
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In December 1768 an addition w&s made to \he pay of 
Captains* Lieutenants, Ensigns, and Lieutenant Fire- 
workers at the following rates, viz. : — ^ 

. Captains 3 shillings a day. 

(< Lieutenants ... ••« ••• ••• 2 , , ,, 

^Ensigns and Lieutenant Fireworkers. 1 . „ „ 

1 About this time L ’eutenan^- Colonel Butler c^mmanding^ 
the Artillery in camp represented to Gr\>vernml5nfc 

that the Artillerymen doing duty with the gu !s attached 
to the sepoy battalions we, re apt to lose theif habits of 
discipline, it was ordered that they should be relieved 
either weekly, or ab t such intervals as the Officer Com- 
‘manding the Artillery on the spot might think proper. 
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\ l^JfQINEEgS, 1 7%7-09. 

V • ^ • . 

Du\*ng 1768 the establishment of Engineers consisted 

— ' * * * •• • _ 

1% Chief Engineer and Colonel by Brevet. 

1 Sub-Ulr^ltyr iulcf ©aptain. # 

3 Sub-J$ngineers and Lieutonants. * 

2 Probationary Engineers. 


Early in 1769, Mr. Call, the Chief Engineer, intimated 

his intention to return to England, and he- at the saihe 

time submitted the names of those officers Tyjio had 

elected to remain on the list of tbp Civil establishment, 

and of those who were desirous of jopiiifg^ the cprps of 

Engineers. Captain Cotsford, Mr. ] J aul Bcnfiold, and* 

Mr. Thomas Barnard determined to choose the Civil 

» 

service, to which Government . consented, but as 
Mr. Benficld was employ ec( on the works at Fort St. 
George, and Mr. Barnard in surveying the jaglieer, they 
were ordered to continue on |hese duties until their places 
could be supplied. * ^ * 

Messrs^ W? Stevens, 1 H. Montresor, and T. Marsden 
having preferred to remain in the ? Engineers, reference 
regarding tlk^jank to be conferred upon them was,ma<Ja* 
to the Court of Directors. 0 


1 Killed at the siege of Pondicherry in 1778 when Major and Chief 
. . Engineer. , & J 
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EuRQPl® ^iNFANTR^ 17^7-69. 

• • • *\ ^ 

In January 17p8 Government det®i'min*)d to raise a 

body of foreign troops, and thby issued the following 
8rucr.£n,the subject to tylajor Bonjaur 5- # ( 


“ Having determined to entertain a body of foreigners in 
our service, it has been resofved to»put them under your 
command ; you will therefore repair to Vell<*re, and endeavour 
fro f#rm the compan- '\**and discipline them as soon as 
possible. 

c “ Captain Aumont is to command a troop of hussars, and 
has Chevalier, .and fhimard for his Subalterns. Captain 
AIJi® is to command a # company of Infantry composed two- 
thirds of European foreigners, and the rest of Topasses. 

^ias as "yet no fiieutcnant or Ensign. Pedro Manuel is also 
nominated for Captain, and is to # command a Portuguese 
Topass company, to whom Antonio Lewis is Lieutenant. 
These are all* the officers as yet named, and you will inform 
us from time to time of the progress made in augmenting the 
companies, and whether the officers merit their promotion. 

V, # * * # # 

“ The ftrfantry shall each have a light jacket of green, 
faced with red, and a cap given them this year, an^ next year 
fullo, 1 Ihing ; they slioxld have breeches and stdckings, all in 
oAe, with* black gaiters which they must proyfde themselves. 

“ THe intention of forming* these people is to use them as 
li^ht troops, and to serve as escorts or detached parties to 
alarm, or attack the enemy. Their arms and exercise must 
therefore be^ adapted for ^uch purposes. 

u Emissaries havo ^eady &een sent t& sundft: places^ 
collect more^men, and tv ^-V expectation of grating many 
from the Soubab’s Army. You will do all v^ can to get 
recruits and promise any enterprising man who will bring 
twenty others that he should be a Lieutenant, and if he 
brings fifteen, an Ensign. 
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HJSTO^y OP TljE* tyADRAsf A 

“ The oScers and private men J h m¥ f (^ engaged to Wvo 
the Company for \<?year certain yin wHl please to make each 
of th^Jft sign tSe enclosed agreement for that purpose*’* 

On Vhe arrival of the* detachment from Bengal about 
the eml of 1767, grfcat irritatfftn was can^rt" tho # 
discovery lhafc several of thg Bengal Captqjns had received 
Brevets at the time/of their departure, or soon after- 
wards, which enabled them to supersede Madras officers 
of the same grade who were their^STiiors. The Go^ern- 
mqpt of Bengal when adflues^&d on the subject offer^df 
the following explanation : — •* , 

“ It is with much concern gentlemen we pereb?ve you. 
could entertain a thought of our antedating their commissions 
with a view to give them raifk on your establishment!, Sncl^ 
a partiality would indeed hafe been highly injurious to you, 
and to them, as well as *fto the service in general, and could 
by no means have been justifiable ; hat the injury they 
complain of is without foundation, we must, acquaint you tliat 
in consequence of a Resolution of the Board dimng tlio 
association 1 of our officers in 1^766, to admit those who might 
come from another Presidency with the rank they thero brw, 
so far as it was* not prejudicial to such of the sari!e rank who 
stood steady to their 'duty here. Many young officers took 
rank first, 4 those from other Presideifcies next, and suih as 
we found it ndfcessary on their submissions to re^dmft inTo 
the service, were received agaiif, with their former commis- 
sions. To fix therefore, the ranks in our army we wej;o 
obliged to antedate the commissions of those who dul not 
resign, as well as of those who cam© to ojftr assistance. 

***“ This ^Zts a sifiall honorary re^^Ki to them which no 
ways affec\jl the rest of t he # f 

“ This ai*,<^ment, of their ranks was determined on^ and 
stands upon our records long before we received any appli- 
cation for assistance from you. Thus has arisen the supposed 
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injury of which youi |rs have compWned, for / o far from 
our granting Brevet# to l)urs #for the xQoaOt expedition, we 
can confidently assure you that they stariJenrblled uperc our 
Military List agreeably to the daf-os of their present cj^nmis- 
sions?^ "ux. _ • •* o r 

This letter having been referred to Colonel Joseph 
Smith, and two Members of Coun$jl then in the field, 
these gentlemen made the following remarks : — 

' “ W o cannot pretend H contradict what the Honorable the 
‘•President and Committee of Bengal have been pleased to 
give under their hands as reasons for antedating their officers* 
commissions, but we must confess their manner of stating 
thnni is not altogether^ clear to us, nor is their explanation 
freo frojn contradictions. For instance, they say, ‘ Such as 
we found it necessary to readmit into the service again with 
their former ‘ commissions.’ If this had been the real fact , 
how comes it that Captain Achmuty , l whose first commission 
V)tos dated in August 1765, should now have a commission , since 
his arrival here , dated in October 1763, which is prior to that of 
any of our Grtptaius ?” 

^lie Madras Government removed this grievance by 
granting brevets to twenty of tlieir Captains who had 
been superseded owing to the antedating of the commis- 
sion# in Bengal. * 

o 

1 Captain Achmuty was an En.^gn in lt.M/81th Regiment in 1762. 
He was transferred to the Bengal Army in 1763, awd became a Captain 
in August 1765. Ho was concerned in the Mutiny of 1766, for which 
he wfvs adjudged to lose one year’s rank as a punishment. Neverthe- 
less, when tlm Bengal Detachment went to Madras in 1767, Captain • 
Achmuty possessed a c< j^^iHsion October 1^63, beiw r 21 monthgi-. 
earlier than tho date ob'k'u original commission as jf aptain ! No 
wonder that tlfc oxplanatio i oPfai’ st .'engal Government y ts considered 
“ not altogether clear.” It further appears fhat wly^.Ver may have 
been tho real reason for antedating the commissions, the rank so 
conferred was merely temporary ; for in a List of tho Officers of the 
Bengal Army published by Dodwoll and Miles in 1838 Captain Achmu- 
ty’s rank as Captain is given as 6th August 1765, that having bden 
the date* of his first commission as such. 
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V • • • 4 • • • 

Daring 17^>7 two battalion* were added to the estab- Formation of 
lishment, viz rf , the 17th ai^d 18th. The former was raised * « n*u 1 1 8 h i 

for g&rrison duty fn Fort Si* George and^ tV Black HaUaliona. 

Town, ahd was called the “ Maifras Battalion.” The • 

• • • • • 

latter was sent to tlja Northern Circars. 

In October 1*768, a 19th battalion was raised, also for 
service in the Circars. • ** * • 

No change appears to. hav# boen made in the interior ^Sepoys 

• f H r . . _ • entitled to 

economy of the native army . during this period, except pay from tho 
that recruits were allowed pay from thd (late **f onlista^f fc ^[ onfc 
ment. Up to that time, men eiflisted between tfaf 1st 
and 15th of the month commenced t<* d»aW pay «(;rom tjje 
15th, but if enlisted between the >5th, and the end of 
the month they were not entitled to pay until. the 1st of 
the succeeding month. • # 

Madras native troops •embarked for Bengal with 
Clive in 1 756 without hesitation, and tlic^i have done so g" r ' 
cheerfully on the numerous occasions of foreign sery^e 

which have occurred from tho time of tho etf>oditf6ns to • 

• • 1 

Manilla, and to the* Moluccas during the last century, up 
to the recent despatch of the S*p # pers and Mirers, and 
the 25th regiment to Malta. This readiness $>u <? lie -,. H 

of the Madras sepbys has Ifeen attributed to tho fact that Madras^ 
the ranks of tlie Madras Army contained a much simpler ^ c,ws ‘ 
number of high caste men than that of Bengal, ayd that 

i r 

consequently there were # few£r p»fyudice* # to contend 
against.^ # ‘ 

This n^y be true to^A<iin extent, bift the majority 
of natives, *of whatever caste they may bo, are averse to 
foreign service, not merely because of the sea voyage,* 
but on account of the long separation from their families 
which it entails. This aversion has long been prracticaUy 
vol. J. • % 37 
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the*m^raj Army ; &nd - the contort and 
convenience of the sepoy si of that estafeld^lmfcnt when on 
boardsh\p, have for many J^ears past, ‘been'' ensured T)y 
r egulati o ns of a very perfect character. <q 

• Althougn the native troops of the Bengal Army as 
constituted bofo*e the mutiny of 18£7, ! had, with the 
exception of a fow volunteer regiments, pvinced a great 
aversion to go on boardship, such had not always been 
the case. 


In October 1 758 two battalions sailed for the Northern 
Circars tip dor Colonel Forde, and took part in the battle 
at Goiidore, and in the assault and capture of Masulipatam, 
at which, last pHqe they distinguished themselves greatly* 
^hree battalions were equally r3ady in 1767 when their 
services were ^required by the Government of Madras. 
Part of this last force amounting to 428 men touched at 

y, «> 

Yizagapatam on the 28th September, and sailed from 
thence to Madras without any objections. A few days 
laljpr, the ship Northiugton y r ifch 630 sepoys, and the 
Enri f Elgin with 500 sepoys, arrived at the same 
port on their way to Madras, but the men being in great 
distress owing to want of water and provisions, and 
•"’essiye overcrowding, refused to proceed^ any further 
by sea, and threatened to run* the shqvs on shore unless 
they were allowed to land, which they Were ultimately 
permitted to do. 


t The nature 1 disinclination t;o a sea voyage ^ which is 
common to most nati\ ,qf India, and Which probably 
might have been oveaonfe^? 5 ? *he case of th* f Bengal 
sepoys* by special and adequate arrangements for their 
1 comfort, was, by their omission, increased to such a 
degree as to end in their refusing to embark at all, much 
ttt* the detriment of the public service. 
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Had* c^li vision of Bengal sepoys uct^npnuicd (ienoral fcnAi>". vu. 

Coote to Mltd^q «rfien Hyde.' inv.ufed the Carnatic in Cotf)tTeT~ 

178 0- , the effect" Would Save* been great: but the men l’earso’s 
“• • • * Force/ 17l 

would not so by sea, although ready to go auywliero by. 

land.* Five thousand sepoys Itiarclied accord bi^ty from 
Midnapore in January 1J81 under Cornel Pearse, but 
they did not join /)oote until August, by which time 
their numbers *had been reduced to less than one-half 1 
by death and desertion. * * * 

# The regiments of JSer^al. sepoys under Colonel ‘Detachment 
Cockerell, which took part in ’the campaigns of 1790-92 J * 0!i8al> 

against Tippoo, endured an equally toilsome,* altjiou^b" • 
not so disastrous a march. They left # Ghyretty uu the 
27th February 1790, an # d did not arrivt at Coffjeveram 
until the 1 st August j having taken live mouths to accom- 
plish what might have beeu done in a very short time 
had they gone by sea. • • 

The defective character *of the arrangements on the Withdrawal 
occasion of tlio embarkation of the Bengal sepoys for Troop l s^froT^ S 
Madras in 1767 lias been mentioned. A more unfa- vu- Manilla, 
nate instavee^of mis&anagemeut occurred whrtffche Madras 
troops were withdrawn from Manilla in 1761, but it 
does not appear to have diminished their readiness to 
go on foreigif service. A detachment composed # of 300* Detachment* 
sepoys, with a # few Europeans and Coffrees, all under the 8ail8, 
command of Captain Des Plans of the europoan regi- 
ment, embarked in the Admiral Pocorke , bufc # that 

• 0 

vessel, not having been abJe to mr\e Batavia, put bafck 
to Soolcii where she arrived ,i* ,?ajptember ,1764, and the 
detachmert was landed r /n$ ship Raving been considered 
unfit to attempt the voyage .to Madras. Mr. Dalrymple, m 
the East India Company’s Agent at Sooloo, endeavoured 


Life of Sir Thomas Munro, Vol. I, page 43,^ 
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CHA-tf. VI?. to provide shipping, but it was not until tat#/ in 1765 
• • that the Patty, a * vessel badly fiouijd/* and worse 
commanded, which had been chartered'a’t Madras fotf the 
•service, arrived. In the meantime the « fepoys had 
^nfftJrecT^ytmt distress for ’want of means. 

The Patty sailed in Jaip^iry 17$6, irt but put back 
twice^and did not finally get cleai> of Sooloo until the 
12th March. 

The Captain proceeded to Borneo, and thence to 

'' iWavia where he remained thi*ee months, after which 

• ■» 

he sailed for Prince of Wales Island. All this time he 
"Led |^een trading on his own account, instead of going 
to Madras direct in conformity with his agreement. The 
detachment had 'suffered greatly from bad, and insuffi- 
cient food, and from excessive ^.overcrowding. About 
100 men had died during the voyage', and out of 220 
sepoys remaining in September, a great proportion were 
^ in bad health. Captain Des Plans, having in vain urged 
the Commander to proceed to his destination, at last 
toefc possession of the ship, and forced him to take her 
to the neal^st settlement of tho East India .Company, 
Arrives in viz., Fort Marlborough in Sumatra/ where she arrived 

1766. ’ on the* 21-th September, being two years after thtf landing 

' of the detachment at Sooloo. The Council * at Fort Mari- 

1 i- s*' 

* borough, after having made a searching enquiry, can- 

celled the charter party, and shipped the troops in the 
Retarns to Roy/xb Admiral bound for Madras, but this did not 
Madras, 1767. take place until the^gdof August 1767 f by which time 
it appears, fi^om a non;«si:-& roll of tho detafhnfent, that 
the number of sepoys fiad 68eu . educed to 20Q§ 

c • * 

r 

1 Most of these men were sent to the 4th battalion (3rd Regiment 
r L.I.) then at Vellore under Captain Fraser. It has not been ascertained 
4o which battalion they originally belonged. 
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,.C H A PTti R VIII. 

* S M > 

FROM THE V TREATY WITH HYDER IN APRIL 1769, TO THE ’ 
RESTORATION'OF'TyiE PROVINCE OF Ta*NJOKE TO THE 

RAJAH IN APRIL 1*776. 

» 

' • 

Major-General Coote arrifret/ Madras on the 2nd "crfAP. VIII. 
July 1770 as COmmander-in-Clnbf in’Indin, and imrnedi- OeucroT 
ately commenced to carry out certain reforms in acc v*r d ~ l,M arri vc b, 
.ance with instructions from the Court of .Directors, but 
a difference of opinion having arisen as" to the manfccr in ’ 
which the orders should Jbe promulgated to die army, it 
was ruled by the whole Council, with the exception of 
Brigadier-General Smith, that the commission held by 
Mr. Du Pre as Governor and ‘Commander-in-Chief of the 
fort and settlement at Madras was superior to that of 
General Coote. This arbitrary proceeding caused the * 

resignation .of -that officer who sailed for Ehglami in Returns to 
October, and was succeeded by General Smith. England. 

The Governor and Council were severoly censured by 
the Court of Directors who pronounced their cohd^ct as ‘ 
having been wholly unjustifiable. 

» 

War with Tanjore, 1771. 

Nothing^ jf mon^ent occurred in tJar Madras Presidency* 
from the tv ne oCthe treaty, wiiSji-Jlyder in ]769 up to 
September ’ 7^1, wl\en hostilities were commenced against 
Tanjore. The Rajah having contributed little or nothing 
towards the oxpenses of the war of 1767-69, the Court 
of 'Directors, in a dispatch upon th<* subject, observed * 

%it.it was most unreasonable that the Rajah, should - 
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CHAP, tflii* hold possession of the finest •part of .the country, and yet 

— — % * • % w 

- ^ pay nothing for £h$ defence thereof, aiyl they concluded 

by desiring that -in event*of fiis refusing to contribute a 

fair proportion. Government should adopt .such measures ' 

as migirt J>e necessary iWr the enforcement of the demand. 

* • * 

Irrespective^ any clain\«in this . account, the Nawaub 

preferred another for the amount ef the annual tribute, 

payment of which had been withheld during the continu-. 

ance of the war. 


c Negotiations on the. subjecft took place between* the 
Nawaub and the Ra^jah, but as they could not come to an 
aorvjoment, Govern mg ut determined to assist the former, 
and in the ljiemth of August # 1771 a considerable force 1 
u was assembled at^Trichinopgly under the command of 
General Smith. Hostilities commenced by tlio capture 
of the fort at Veiling a few miles from Tanjore, and on 
the 22nd September the army came before that place. 
On the 27th October a practicable breach was effected, 

t 

i^and preparations were raa^e for an assault, when the 
liRggh agreed to surrender upon certain terms arranged 

between him and Oomdut-ool-Omrah, thcf Nawaub’s son 

• • 

and representativa in camp. The place was given up 
..accordingly on the next day. The casualties in the 


1 Captain Tonyn’s troop of European Cavalry. • 

1 Artillerymen about 300. 

The 1st battalions of the 1st and 2nd European Regiments. 

The Grenadier companies cvf the 2nd battalion, 2nd Regiment. 

The 4th, 5th, 6fch, 7t-fff^;, and l»jjtli Carnatic IjattalionX (represented 
by the Regiments of Native 4 il&infcry bearing the same mlnbers). 

Two Regiments of Navvviiib'tr»v under Captain? Mathews and 

Rumley. , 9 

Two battalions of Nawuub’s Tpfantry. 


General Staff. 


Captain Baillie, Brigade-Major; Captain Kennedy, Quartermaster* 
Goncral; Lieutenant. Eagles, Adjutant to the sepoy battalions. # 
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* # . 

force were %)risiderabie, # 439^ of .all rank f s having been CHy*. viu. 
killed and wound^J, <5f whop* 158 wetfe Europeans, and r • 
281 Natives. 

Exhibition s against* the Mara^arsand Pomzgars, 
n , m%. * , 

In April 1772 a fi J eld force 1 2 was assembled nrfder 
General Smith for service against the Marawar chiefs # 
of Ramnad and Caliacoil at the instance of the Nawaub. J 
Thetfort at Ramnad was takers on the 2nd. Juno with' 
little loss ; that at Caliacoil fell t;o a ’detachment^ 3 from 
Madura under Lieutenant-Colonel Bonjour on tlie^Ctii 
idem. ' L 

In September of the saiyie year Major Brathwaitc 
marched with a brigade 4 against the Poly gars of Madura 
and Tinnivelly. He met with little opposition and 
returned to Trichinopoly at the end of the year, leaving' j 
detachments to occupy some of tho principal posts. / 

The troops before Tanjorejn 1771 having been dis- money 
appointed in their confident expectations of plunder atf 
prize-money, in -consequence of the agreement between 
the Rajah and Oomdut-ool-Omrah, in which their interests 
had not been considered, they became extremely discon- 
tented, so much so, tSt about the time of the expedition 


1 Vide Appendix G. 

2 Detachment of Artillery — -» 

1st battalion, 1st European Regiment. 

Grenadier company, 1st battalion, 2nd c TJuropean Regiment. 

The 1st, 5ti, and 10th Carnati^, talions (1st, 5t>, and 10th, 
M.N.I.). Nawaub’s Cavalry. ' 

3 5 companies ?f!h, and 5 companies 12th Carnatic battalions (7th 
ind 12th, N.I.). 

4 Artillerymen 53. 

1st battalion, 1st European Regiment, 224. 

2nd Carnatic battalion (2nd Regiment N.I.) 1,021. 
do. do. u (8th do. do. ) 988. 
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CHAP. VIII. against the Mira wars, r the Nawaub found it ^.pedient to 
' 7 promise them a donation of five l&QS^nd ten thousand 

rupees for their Services at Tanjore; and f *on the Capture 
of Ramnad a large sum was promised as prize-money in 

* • W % . I /» 

' lieu of tho plunder of the place. 


Agreement 
with the 
Nawaub. 


The following is a translation* of the agreement 
executed on that occasion : — 


«. “ The troops of t u e English Company having taken the* 

/ fort at Ramnadpooram b storm, declare that according to 
the rules of war, and the practice of tho said Company’ the 
money and effects found therein are the property of the troops, 
^ijnu Nawaub Oomdut ool-Oinrah Bahaadoor therefore gives 
this engagement to General Joseph Smith and all the other. 
' officers of the said troops, that in consideration of their 
giving to him the whole of the money, goods, and elephants 
which ftiay be in the said fort ; he, the said Nawaub, as an 
equivalent fo>r the same, will give to every 


Major 2.400 pagodas. 

Captain * ... ... ... 1,200 do. 

♦^Lieutenant and Ensign * ... ... 600 do. 

i^iym&flter, Commissary, Senior ) ^ 

Surgeon, Chaplain, and Secretary. ) 

and to the inferior surgeons 600 pagodas each. 


M To, all the Company’s troops moreover employed upon 
this expedition against Ramnad pore, he will give the same as 
His Highness did at the time of the reduction of Madura. 

“ In confirmation thereof, that agreeable to this engagement, 
the above sum slirll be paid to overy one in the space of three 
months, the said Nawaub ha^ given th's writing to serve rT 
an agreement. Further give to General Joseph Smith 

Bahaudoor, the one-eighth part or’ what he is by agreement to 
pay to the whole of the Majors, Captains, &c., <fee., officers, and* 
to the whole of the troops. 

“ Dated the 80th of the moon Suffur of the Hegira 1186, 
equaj 4 to the 3rd June 1772 of the Christian era.” 

t 
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Shortly^ifter the 1 ca^)tuta> of Rannmd, Government •ciAp. vin. 
ordered that *th^ fi^ld batfci should *be discontinued, ioi c T«i biitm 
notwithstanding fhrft the troops*were still detained in that discontinued, 
remote district where prices were excessive. This order # 
was Quested agamst**not only toy the* officers, i>ut by the * # 
Paymaster also.^ T]je following ar5 extracts from the • 

correspondence of Uk/I alter : — # 

“ Rice is now f50 per cent, dearer iri garrison than the Prices at 
medium price thereof was in the field vvflen the troops ha<Mulf ^ amuAd * 
batta. The price is an A root rujfete for six small measures.* • 

Gram and everything else is in tl^o same proportion. 

u The European soldiers cannot even afford* to bujtihc two Disiross of 
drams allowed them, nor the mutton jvhich f agreed t^/fewe ^ ^ un, l* cai1 
them at the Company’s pric^. They ha^e qjjfe takeu^ any of 
these articles from me sincr* the 1st instant; consequently* 
they have nothing to live upon except the measure of bad rice # 
which I serve out to them, with sour milk and chilics ; the 
only articles they can afford to purchase, which diet, will •in 
all probability, reduce the greatest part of the private men to j 
a very low state, as well as occasion sickness in*a short time. 

“ With respect to the officers ; putting them upon half Difficulties of 
batta will bo equally *hard upon thorn, because lipfng binder tllc ullicenf. 
the necessity of liolding*thcmscIves in constant readiness for 
taking the* field, tliey cannot venture t» discharge any of their 
coolies at a plaae where no new ones can be bad, ngilhar eaiT, * - 
they reduce the wagfrf of any c i their servants at so extrava- 
gantly dear a plade. 


“ Upon - a consideration of tAese faqts, which I presume thh 
Commanding Officer has laid before tile Hoard, I .flatter myself 
they will be pleased to or «Lr tlio continuance of* the batta to 
all the trodjps/ * # 

The letter from the Officer Commanding was much to Lei ter from 
the same effect. With respect to tho sopoys he remarked •comulandhig. 
that it was “morally impossible for thorn to bity with* # 

* vol. i. • ** 38 
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Field b&ttft 
restored. 


General 

Smith 

resigns. 


CHAP. theif- pay more»than a measure and-a-haif of ^ a per day, 

• • without curry stuff, fish, or anything ^1^9 to eat with it.” 

It \s to be inferred from subsequent correspondence 
that the orcler for the discontinuance of the field allow- 
ances was cancelled. 

In August 1772 Brigadier-General Smith resigned, 
and was succeeded by Colonel Sir Robert Fletcher. This 
officer soon began to sot himself in opposition to Govern- 
ment, and becamo so Obstructive that, in January 1773, 
he was ordered to assukne* command of the fort and 
garrison at Trichinopoly * Instead of complying with this 
* finder he pleaded his privilege as a member of Parliament, 
add incarnated his desire to return to his duty in the House. 

< Government'* imnfediately accbded to this request, freed 
Resumes the General Fle f cher Of his obligations to serve the Company, 
and requested General Smith, who had not left the country, 
to resume the command. 


command, 
1773. ' 


Second Siege of Tanjore, 1773. 

T 

Ip Jurje, the Nawaub, who had long coveted possession 

ix % ( 

of the fort and province of Tanjore, succeeded in 
prevailing upon Government to assist him in a second 
.attack upon the Rajah, oil the pretext of non-payment of 
arrear.s of tribute, and a force 1 wa^ assembled for that 
purpose at Trichinopoly under General Smith about the 
end of July. 

!t - 

i A 

1 Captain Tonyn's Lwp of European Cav lry ... 36 

Artillerv ... f * 298 

European Infantry 1 ... 1,069 

Ttys 1st, 3rd, 4th, 6th, 8ib, 9th, and ICth C. ^najic battalions 
(represented by the exisuing regiments bearing the same numbers). 

The 1st and 2nd regiments of Nawaub's Cavalry, and a body of his 
©epoys, the strength of whioh does not appear m the return. 

Quartet master* General, Major Horne. 

AdjutVmt-Goneial, Captain Cosby. 
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Previt>]j£ to tlfe iparcli o# *the army, ih$ Nawaub jnadef 
certain propoaal^to £ren8ral SmitK regaling prize-money, 
from -the tranriation of whifch ttie following are extracts : — 
“ To General Joseph 'Smith Bahadur ‘Assad Jung* 
(Lion of War}. • • 

“ ffS5e> the protection of God, I hawe given my orders to 
take the fort at Tanjdfy. * • w 

u 1st, If the arnjy, after they have made a breach in the fort, 
shall take the place by storm, assault, |urprise, or any gthoj* 
military operation, and deliver tj^e fort to the Cirear’s pco ; 
plo> without taking any pluifdbr i'rojxL it, I will pay the whdle 
ransom money, according to the proposals, that is to say to 


every 


Lieutenant-Colonel 

• 

6,900 

paMfdas. * 

Major ... ... ... * ... 

• 

4,000 


Captain and Staff Officer * ... 

• 

2,00(1 

» 

Subaltern . . . • 

... 

1,000 

v 

Cadet and Conductor 

♦ 

50 Q 

M 

Serjeant •... 

... 

40 

»> 

Corporal and Drummer 

• •• 

28, 


Private ... ... ... «... 

... 

20 

ft 

Commandant of sej^)ys 


200 

, / » y 

Subadar • * ... ^ v . 

... 

100 

it 

Jemadar 

* l 

20 

> 1 

Havildar ... ... ... 


10 


"Naiguo ... ... ... ^.. 


6 

1 * 

>1 * 

Sepoy, actually t employed in the 

siege 

4 

ft 

Syrang 


20 

it 

Tindal ... 

... 

10 

% 

tt * 

Lasoar, actually employed i?i the 

9 

siege* 

4 

*• „ 


and to the General a share equal to tfne-sevenfch # of the whole 
amount of the money t<*!^ p^itl to the army. This money I 
promise to^>ay*in six* months after the place shall be delivered 
into my charge in time of peace and tranquility. 

2nd, After the army has entered into the enemy’s country, 
if the Rajah, through fear, deliver the*fort to me, 1 will in* 


CrfAP. VIII. 
• — 

Propfs&t* 

regHrding 

Prizc-mpnoy. 
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CHAT*. v!ll/such»caso pay, through regard/ half of tho'ransop* money as 

* “ % specified in the foregoing* article. 5lut t if tjie •place hold out 

till a practicable breach be mad<5, as the army #vill the?), have 
it in their pdwer to take the place by storm, if the Rajah 
shall then ask cowl,<ind \f r I consent, thereto : bn my getting 
•possession of the place and every thing belonging bo it, 1 will 
agree to pay the whole ransom fifoncy ashieiiuoned in the first 
artiefc. 


The proposal 
accepted 
wilh (‘erbain 
reservations. 


Capture of 
Ta/ijoVe. 


* “ Chepauk House, 

21st Rabisany 1187 of the' Hegira 
f J 2 July 1773.” 

Tliii proposal was referred by General Smith to a com- 
«mitteo*coinpdsfid Of Lieutenant-Colonel Bonjour, and one 
officer of each gradt) from every branch of the service, and 
was accepted on the 2nd August with the proviso that 
t]\p time of payment’ should be fixed by General Smith, 
and that the agreement slioirld be held as applicable to the 
Company's troops only, and not to those of the Nawaub. 
1 The army encamped abotft two miles and-a-half from 
the fort ofiTanjore on the 6th August. Operations were 
commenced the next day, and the'place was taken on the 
17th September without loss, the assault having been 
4 ' <madc! unexpectedly about noon. The fort was made 
« over {o the Nawaub, whose? own troops then proceeded 

towards Nagore, a dependency of Tanjore which had been 
taken possession of by the Dutch. 

Evacuation of • The plnpe was* eVacuatod ^without resistance, and the 
I)utch° bykhe district was f }l ten possession of without opposition. 

Thanks of the The conduct of the* army rhtu ^'tli tho approbation of 
Proprietory ^ ie *^ our ^ of Proprietors t who came to the* following 
1774. resolution on tho 19th May 1774: — 

• “ Resolved that the thanks of this Court be given -to 

* Brigadier- General Joseph Smith for his long, faithful, and 
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meritori^w services .to this ^Company in ihp governm<#it of* ct!a!\ Vlir. 
their force* 01 * the coast l)f Coromandel, and more especially • 
for.hjs late able-. conduct ■in tfye reduction of Tanjore, in 
which * service the officers ani troops under *his command 
have manifested* the most ejemphiry discipline and * 
resoTTHfSK” m * • 


• + • , . i 

Northern Circars, 1773-74. 

In December* 1773 Ensign Wootten and twelve men 
were suddenly attacked, and killed, at tlio instigation of 
thg Zemindar of Kimedy »whct/at tending a meeting £or * 
the purpose of arranging terms. A few days afterwards 
the Zemindar was attacked by Lieutenant Gowflte v wjio * 
dispersed bis followers and drovb them into ytu lulls. 

During 1774 barracks, 3,nd quarter# fflr office^ werv n n rmcks at 
built at Aska on the frontier of the zbmind?;ry of (loom- A « ka » 1774 - 
soor. * * ' 


* S 

Service in Guzrrat *nd Bombay, 1775-76. 


Early in 1775 two companies European Infantry under / 

Captain Meyers, and the ttth Carnatic battalion undtV 
Captain Kelly, were -ordered on service to Bor^ay^ The 
former were actively o/nployed in Guzorat under Colonel 
Keating,, aild were present in sev^ohil actions,^ amongst 
others, at thattfiear Arras on the 18th May wherq Captain^ • '*• 9 
Movers and Serle'6f the European battalion were botli 
killed. 

The 9th battalion did good service in Bombay, and Services 0 f 
returned to Madras in Julv 17/1), sotfn aften which/ tl^e BatiaHon j. n 
following extract! from a letter o\* the Bombay Govern- l>juibay. 
ment was published at^JVr*. St, George : — - 

“We mention it with pleasure that Captain KellyV con- 
duct, whilst under our direction, and particularly iu repelling 
the Mahratta invasion upon Salsette, has given us the mo&fc^ 
perfect satisfaction.” * / 
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r The want of .consideration •and ^iliibited 

in {he dispatch of* this battalion* and during fts absence 
from the Madras .Presidency fras remarkable, and. occa- 
sioned much* distress and consequent discontent, which 
might easily have h^cn ayoided. *• p ^ 

While in the field from the beginning of June*uhtil the 
7tli August the sepoys got* on tolerably »voll, having 
been victualled by Government, but the ‘officers suffered 
in consequence of the, high prices of provisions, no 
arrangement having bee n* r\iade with the Bombay Govern- 
ment for the payment oTapy allowance beyond bare pay, 
either t<? them or to the men. When the battalion 
retiirinf^l to Bombay numbers became ill owing to the 
swampy and cuplioalthy nature* of the district in which 
they had been employed. During their stay in hospital, 
each man was charged at the r&te of. 4 rupees and 77 
reas 1 for diet, which « charge, together with the deduc- 
tions on account of family payments, left the men with 
i next to nothing. Application was therefore made to the 
•Bombay Government for some allowance pending the 
receipt otyustr actions from Madras,* but no reply having 
been made, the men, driven to desperation,* refused to go 
on guard. They vroje at last persuaded to return to 
; their < duty on the promise that all their # just demands 
would 1 bo complied with, avd the Bombay Government 
gave orders that the arrears of single b&tta due should 
be paid up. 

Iii October the battalion again took tho field, but tho ■ 
alarm of ail invasion burning out to be* without founda- 4 
tion, it retailed to garrison ck if v in Bombay, from which 
timoj until that of its departnro foi M.adi mudi hard- 
ship was endured owing to l the cost and scarcity of food, 


- 1 100 rcas — 4 annaa. 
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and the^nasual seventy* fit tty duty.* Captain V^iy cjxv. vm 
made a full rtycyt on the subject to«t\*e Madras Govern- 
inetifj ji.ted $tHMay 1776, fvoln wlu(*h #l .'*it, following are 
extracts : — . • • * . 

• •. •• • • 

- * perfectly convinced <’ at ^L.sir wants are ri aU "iptairf 

and r ■uire as Much^or mo*e, ir.dnlgi nee *lian any detach- for'.'iouWo' 0 * 
ment, from Bengal ttf our o^t ever did, for a little fanam ! in > fo * 
will purchase as much mutton tlfere, than can be procured I77t5. llon> 
here for a rapeo, and many oth/r accessaries of lift; are 
proportionately dear, so that haa we no } roewdent to plojid * 
of any kind, I would, notwithstanding, humbly recommend, 
and most earnestly entreat,* that the allowance Of* double * 

/»k3W' 

batta may be confirmed to this battalion during its^aDsoAce 
from the coast, for, as the officers very jus tip’ r.bserv'e/ natives 
of the Carnatic, who left their famines all of a sudden, 
embarked cheerfully on* an clement so dreadful to them, 
encountered so many difficulties on th# passage here, and yet 
have behaved so uncommonly well on every occasion since, 
do, I humbly presume, merit something more than a bare , 
existence, independent of the promises made them. J* 


* , * 


* ' 


“ Therq are many things in the nature of the Military Undue pro- 

duties, . and regulation here, that neither officers yr men of, Su^y thrown 

our establishment can ever b; reconciled to : thev *are so u P° n the 

Madras ^ 

utterly repugnant to all our ideas of discipline. I have Battalion, 
therefore within these eight months made several attempts 
to obtain permission of remaining separate, either in eftmp 
or cantonment, but without success. Notwithstanding there , ' 
were two battalions of Bonjbay sepoys on tho spot who by 
right should hav^ , do- w iieir own garrison duty, or at least 
their proportion of it, instead c\f which they were indulged 
with the out barracks, and exoused all manner of duty, 
whilst my battalion was kept continually on without three , 
reliefs, and sometimes scarcely two ” 
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CHAP. VI, h. 

Honorary 
distinction to 
< the 9£iu 
Regiment. t 


Northern 
Ci rears, 
1775. , 


Sir R. 

Fletcher 

commands. 


The Court of 
Directors 
condemn tho 
conduct of 
Government 
in the 
matter of 
Tanjorc,’ arid 
remove the 
Governor. 
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TJhb services of # the 9th battalion upon this t|£d subse- 
quent occasions we ix) acknowledged <-by, Government in 
1839 in an orddr from ‘which the* following r fg # an 

extract : — * %, 

' u / f 

r ’“ Fort St- George, 6th August 1839/- ' n ‘~ r ‘ 

44 In consideration of the reaefiness always evinced by the 

o I ^ * 

9th Regiment Native Infantry to proceed on foreign service 

from the earliest 1 periodat which the Native troops of this 

Presidency were requiredVto embark on ship board, tho 

Right Honorable the Governor in Council is pleasod to permit 

that regiment to bear on its. colors and appointments, in 

addition to the word 4 AVA,’ a galley, with the motto 

4 Khoosnkee wa-Turreo 2 in the Persian character.’ ” 
v < - , 

*■ The' troops in tho Northern Ci rears were actively 
employed dhriug the early parf of 1775. The fort at 
Jey poor was takon and demolished by Captain Mathews in 
M&rcli, and a cantonment was established near Parwatty- 
poor, a post commanding oue of the entrances into the 
v Jey poor couhtry. 

General Joseph Smith having finally resigned the ser- 
vice ifi October, ho was succeeded by Brigadier-General 
Sir Robert Fletcher who assumed command on the 1 4th 
of that month. 

During 1775 the Court of Directors^ having had* before 
them all the papers regarding the two sieges of Tanjore, 
aVid the expeditions against the Marawars, and the 
southern Polygars, signified their highest displeasure 
At tho conduct of Government, and, appointed Lord 
Pigot to supersede Mrt Wynch the then Governor. 

The Court strongly condemf?^ ^e’^fion of Govern- 
ment towards tho Rajah during and after the siege of 

1 Madras sepoys went to Bengal in 1756, and to Manilla in 1762 
before tile 9th battalion, was in existence. 

2 By UmcJ and by sea. 
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1771, and llsoin fo^vin£ authorizfed ttm second expedi- CHAP, VIIL 

tion-in 1773. •With reference to the proceedings against 

the Marawars and Polygprs they observed that they 

were “shocked td fihd their troops 'employed on such 

services, on such frivolous pretenses . ” With respect' 

to Tanjore they directed that the Rajah should be 

removed from thfe control of the JSTawaub, and be restored 

to his throne, but that a garrisorf of British treop» 

should be stationed in tjho fort, 4x>r the purpose of ensnr-# 

# * * # 
ing the regular payment of the xVhwaub’s dues, and also 

to enable Government to 'counteract thtf views *>f any 
other power with respect to the territory of Tanjore^ • 

Lord Pigot arrived at Madras in Decenibsr the # Tanjore re- 

fort at Tanjore was occupied by .British troops in Rajah, 1776 * 
February 1776, and in April the Rajah was formally •# 
restored to his sovereignty by Lord# Pigot in person. 

General Lawrence having died in England in 1775, tlie General 
Nawaub signified to Government his desire that the ^edsV^the 
allowance of 3,750 pagodas# per annum which he hach ^^nted t« 
made to the deceased General in acknowledgir^nt^f his Ueuerar . 
services, might be permitted to be continued to General ti,TNawaub^ 

Joseph Smith, which arrangement was sanctioned by 
, * . 
the Coiirt of Directors. . • ; 
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Reduction qf 
the foreign 
troop. 


Establish, 
ment of 
English 


CHAP. YIII. 

European C^vabsy, 1769i-1776. 

. • • 

The men" of the foreign troop had bee"' dismounted 

early in 1769, and after the conclusion of peace theyjwr^ 
allowed the ojjtion of joining the foreign companies of 
Infantry, or of taking their discharge. 

Government having about the same time consulted 
General Smith and (Monel Campbell regarding the 
Cavalry, 1769. ' expediency of keeping up * ohe English troop, those 
officers, adverting to the expense and inconvenience 
whirh had arisen from frequent reductions and augmenta- 
tions, strongly recommended that the troop should be 
maintaJinev? at fhe'full strength of 100 men. 

This recommendation was adopted, and the following 
order was issued in August 1769 : — 

Regulations to be observe^, and statement of the expense 
of the European troop of cavalry. 


, 1 

Month of 30 

Month of 31 

<L _ ' e. ... _ . -I 

dojps. 


days. 


1 Captain at 14 shillings and 9 

55 

*13 

10 

67 

6 

45 

pence a day at 8 per-jpagoda. 

67 


• 



2 Lieutenants at 9 shillings 

21 

0 

69 

31 

40 

1 Cornet at 8 shillings ... ... 

30 

0 

0 

31 

0 

0 

1 Quartermaster at 5 shillings 

21 

X.' 

50 

22 

11 

65 

and 9 pence. 



'b 




1 Quartermaster extra allowance. 
1 Serjeant.Major’s do. ... 

1 Rpugh Rider's do. ... j 

4 

0 

4 

0 

0 

4 

0 

0 

4 

0 

0 

6 

10 

40 

6 

10 

40 

1 Armourer and bellows boj* 

<. 6 Serjoant* \ at 134 pn sodas a 

4 

\ 

0 

0 

4 

0 

0 

5 Corporals ( month tor each 

k Drummers l man an ^ horse 
o Drummers , l with ftrcou treraents 

90 Privates • ' as per coiAract. 

J 1,390 

■ym 

21 

pVo. 

4- 

0 

1,390 

21 

0 

While the troop exceeds 75, 6 Ser- 


t 


r» 



jeants and 6 Corporals to be 
allowed. 





! 


Extra allowances to 5 Serjeants 
c at 3J. 

17 

21 

0 

17 

! 21 

0 

BJxtva allowances to 5 Corporals 

7 

21 

0 

7 

21 

0 

at l£. 

- r i 






' • 
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30 ^ 


• •• ■ 

• 


Extfa allowances to 3 Dram- 

# 4 

21 

mere at y. • * • 

Feed of 7 norsei# allowed to 

56 

0* 

officers and staff. 


P. P. c. 


• 

3 Puckallies ft 3 8 0 per 1 

■ 9 

24 

mensem. ! 



6 Lascars while i» Cantonment, 


0 

and Company's Lascars cannot 


be got. 

4 Coolies to clean the Barracks. 


w 


Month of 30 
flays. • 


Month of ^31 
days. 

• 4 

21 

0 

66 

0 

0 

0 

9 

24 

0 

12 

• 

0 

0 

• 

ML. 
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• # 

“ The Captain is to find accoutrements, f(*ed the # horses, 
clothe the men by stoppages, agreeable to the general iV$ju- 1 
lations, to be left in the Paymaster’s hands, and supply every 
article for them except arms and ammunition.” / *■ * 

* • / 

The Captain was alleged tent money at the rate of 
3 pagodas a month, and the other officers at 2 pagodas. 

In April 1771 inspection^ of the Company's troops inspection of 
were made by General Smith, apparently for the first Cavalry, 
time, and the cavalry was tb^n reviewed. The following. 
is an extract from tliq report made to Government : — • , 

“ A report of the present state and condition of the Honor- 
able Company’s tittop of Dragoons reviewed the 4th April 
i77i. /; • - ■ 


— 

Captain. «. 

Lieutenant. 

O 

Quarter- 

master. 

Serjeant- 
• Major. 

© d 

co a 
es $ 

S*E* 
• © 

Serjeants. 

Corporals. 

e 

© 

a 

j 

Privates. 

Total. 

Si 

03 -S 

8S 

Horses sick 
or lame. 

3 

8. 
H * 

, V * 

H 

Fit for duty 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

*3 

6 

2 

43 

66 

,62 


62 





m 



* 





* 



In Hospital . v 


vP 

1 * 

jt 






7 

7 


5 

5 

Total .. 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

* 1 

3 

6 

2 

l 

60 

63 

52 

5 

67 

1 
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1773. 


Services of 
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}> . ■ f 

Remarks. 

< * t 

Officers properly arnied, salute wed, perform ‘the evolutitlis properly, 
and with briskness. ( 

Men . — A very good botiy, mostly young, well* limbed, of good size, 
perfor/n their exercise well, and went through the firings ap& evolu- 
tions with spirit and tolerable exactness 

Horses . — In very good order, find of a good 'size, a few of them rather 
too fieiy, a r jd some appear vicious. 

Arms . — Clean and in good order. 

Accoutrements . — Very good. ,i 

Clothing . — Clean and very good. 

Complaints. — None. ° 

A tery good troop, wen appointed, and fit for servioe. 

(Signed) J. SMITH, 

Brigadier-General.” 


Early 1 in the same year tliree cavalry officers, viz., 
Crfptain J. C. Tonyn, Lieutenant Tempest Thornton, and 
Cornet- & Ghhn arrived froiti England. It had been 
intended to>post these officers to a second troop which it 
was proposed to raise, but this was not done, and Captain 
Tonyn was placed in command of the troop then in the 
service, with Lieutenant Thornton as Adjutant. 

On the 12 Ji August 1773 Captain Tonyn was appointed 
Commandant of all the cavalry in the Company's servioe, 
by vii L ue cf a commission fro'm the Court of Directors. 

The European cavalry were emploved during the 
operations which terminated in the surrender ofi Tanjore 
in October 1771. They also served at the capture ’of 
Bamnad, against the Marawars in 1772^ and during the 
second siege of Tanjoro in August and September 1773. 
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/ CHAP. VIII. 

, » ; — 

t v ► 

* 1 

« * 

►Native CavIlrt, 1769-1776. 



The NawHub^ c^valr/ having been returned to him ‘TheNawaub’s 
“^r»the^ conclusion of the war* he^ made a» immediate celred^n? 
application fcr the? services of Captiin Mathews to fcho Coui - 

44 > pany’s Army, 

command that body, and also requested that the two 1769. 


Lieutenants, two Cornets, and fiv^ Serjeants who had 
served with them, might continue to do so. This was 

' n 

complied with on condition that the pay of all officers, * 
and non-commissioned officers* so employed should be 
charged against the Nawaub. 1 % * 


During 1770, the Nawaub raised a second Regiment The Nawaub 
of horse 500 strong, and obtained the service ^ of Captain JecomAlcgi- 
Charles Rumley as Commandant. The arms and accou- m0 “ t » l77a 
trements of this regiment were obtained from" Govern- 
ment. 


Both 
General 

country in 1771, and were present at tho/siego and 

surrender of the fort .and town of Tanjore in October. 

Their conduct during this service was favorably noticed 

on mojfc than one occasion. , - ; 

• * > % • 


regiments served with the army under Brigadier- ^Employed 
Smith during thu operations in the Tanjoia/ 1771 . 


m 


A return of the 5 regiment under Mathews d&ted in Strength of 
August 1771 ‘shows that it was composed of two ?nd™° n * 
squadrons, one consisting of 135 horses under Lieuje- Mathew*, 
nant Donald Macleod, the othur of» 136 horses finder 
Lieutenant Campbell. No return of Captain Rumley's • 
Regiment has bee^St* , , ** 


i 


In 177£ the 'caf airy were employed in the expedition Mara war 
against the Marawars in May and June, and were present 
at the capture of Ramnad and Calacoil. 
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CHAP. "VJIII. The l\it regiment under iaeutenantf Dugald Caiqpbpll 1 

Employed in! an <l 2nd under* Captain Riimlev 2 marched fpf'Trichi- 

l773 &Te> * nopoly in August 17»73 with the force .under Brigadier- 

General Smith proceeding against, Tan j ore for the second 

.time. Both regiments were eftgageil near**he fort of 

« Yellum on the 6th August with a large body of Tanjer^'* 

horse. The enemy were defeated* and. driven back 

under the walls of tho fort with the** loss of about 100 

* 

killed and wounded. General Smith remarked that both 
regiments behaved with ^ "oat spirit. 

After the storm of Te.njore \u September the Native 
cavalry accompanied the NawauVs troops which marched 
againfc& Nagore, and recovered possession of that^town 
from the J^utch.- 

\ f 

. 1 Afterwards Major-General Campbell. 

1 2 Do. Lieutenant- Genoral Rumley. 
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chap *m. 


Distribution, 

1769. 


of CommiB- 
sanos of 
Or<luanco. 


Artillery, 1769-1776. 

^©n the termination of the war the Artillery wa*s 
distributed urthe fcjlowingf manner : — # 

One company at Vellore tyid Amboor. 

Do. at Fort St. Gjsor^e. - • 

Do. at Triehino^Iy, Madura, and Palant- 

• cottah. % » 

• • 

Do. at Ongole, Thiaghur axd Perifi^coil. 

Do. in the Northorjj Circars. * t 

• In the month of July J 769, the folhWmg '>rd<‘r wap Appointment 
issued for the better care of Military Stores •> — 

“ We are sensible that the appointment of proper persons 
to assist in the charge of the stores would be a very consid- 
erable saving to the Company, and will greatly overbalance 
the expense that will attend such an appointment. ; 

“It is therefore resol ved ^ that an Artillery Officer at 
Vellore and Trichinopoly be appointed under the *denomina- • , 

tion of Deputy Commissary of Stores, whoso allowaiiCe is to 
be five shillings a day, and that Mr. IV^auoury be appointed 
at this ^>lace (Fort St. George) with tho like allowance, and 
ordered: that the Committee of Stores do form such instruc- 
tions for the persons acting in such employ, as they may 
judge proper.* * 

Up to the end of 1769, the off-reckonings received j\y Off-reckoning 
Officers of Artillery were so much less than those of the Artillery ami 
u Infantry, that iff December of that year Government thrownmto 
proposed to am? 1 ^d,»juir“ v the off -reckoning funds of one, 1770. 
these brarchcJ'of ttfe service, and came to the following 
resolution on the subject : — 

* » 

We are of opinion that the most equitable method will 
be for the off-reckonings of the Artillery and Infpn tcj to be 
thrown into one fund, and to be divided amongst the 
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* * « , 1 , 

« CHAP. VIII. Captains at the rate of 600 pagodas per annuffi as far as it 
““ will go, §ind that the Captains,, of Artillery by reason of the 
€ slow rise in that corps be always entitled to share. Agreed 
therefore that it be recommended *o General Smith to 
propose this mode to the Captains of both corps, and that 
if they agree to it, it be made a* Standing Orcler.” 


Slow promo- 
tion in tlio 
Artillery, 
1770. 


Ordnance. 


Grades of 
second and 
third Lieu- 
tenant abo- 
lished, 1771* 


Guns with-, 
drawn from 
the Native 
Battalions. 


The Captains of both arms having consented to the 
proposal it was ordered ^ be carried out early in 1770. 

Tn July of the sameypar, Lieutenant- Colonel Butler 
commanding the Artillery, addressed the Commander- 
in-Chiei on the subject of the great supersession of his 
officers by those of the Infantry owing to the abolition 
of the •Jjrade'ot Captain-Lieutenant in that arm, and 
other causes, and he concluded by requesting that 
brevets might be granted in order to prevent this in 
future. 

In consequence of this ropi esentation a certain measure 
' of relief was afforded by the promotion of five Captain- 
Lieutenants of Artillery to the rank of Captain. 

A nlmb^r of 18 and 24 pounders came from England 
during the year, but were pronounced much too heavy, 
the former weighing from 40 to 41 cwt., and the latter 
from 49 to 51 cwt., whereas lighter guns were particu- 
larly wanted. 

In January 1771 the grades of 2nd and 3rd Lieutenant 
in* ‘ho Artillery were abolished. Government being of 
Opinion that the distinction was of no use, seeing that 
these officers took rank according to the dates of their 
commissions. 

The Court of Directors, having disapproved of the 
employment of sepoys to assist in working the guns 
* attached to their battalions, on the ground that natives 
ought to kept as ignorant as possible of the theory 
and practice of gunnery, sent out orders to the effect 
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f 

that # fo\4 EurojWrf Artillerymen should be posted to* c T |AV Vur 
each battalion, and tflat no nritivg, •except in case of 7 • 

necessity, shduld* have an^liing to do with the guns. 

Government, on taking .the subject into consideration, ( 
found that more thamdoublo tlu? nuntber of Artillerymen 
specified by the Court wjmld be fcquijed, and it was 
therefore ordered that the guns attached to # sepoy 
battalions shoultl be withdrawn, and that whenever a 
battalion or more should be ordered on service, a cifrtafn 
proportion of guns, wi^lj tho proper complement # tff 
Artillerymen to work thorn, should be detached from the 
Artillery for that particular service. * • • # • 

During 1771 the Artillery was* regularly inspected 1 inspections 
and reviewed for the first time. •**!*• • 

In 1772 the Court of^Directors carfeed it ^o be notified Office™ of 
to the officers of Artillery and Engineers that they were to exchange! 
not to expect to be allowed to exchange into any other 1772 
branch of the service, or to receive any other, or greater 
allowances, than those assigned to the respective ranks/ 
of the arm in which they haft engaged to serve, viz. : — 


£ s. 
900 0 
550 * 0 
254 15 
146 0 
136 10 
91 5 


0 per annum. 
0 


if 

% 


Lieatenant-Col<5nel about.. 

Major 

• Captain* ^ 

Captain- Lieutenant # 

Lieutenant 

Lieutenant Fireworker 

•IV 

In April 1775 Lieutenant»Colonel JSmos wjffc appointed Eligible tor 

the Gommnutf 


to command the* fort and garrison at Trmhinopoly at of a (if 
the recommendatj^if ot* “Veneral Smith, whd pointed out l77u 
the hardship ot* excluding the officers of the corpsftrom 
general commands. On this occasion an order was 


VOL. i. 


1 Vide Appendix II. 
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Number 
always to be 
present. 1776. 
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published by Government iu*which Jit was riled that 
“the officers of Artillery be t in lntu^e considered, with 
respect # to the Commands , 0 / Garrisons, fn the samo 
manner with the other officers of the Army who arriv r e 
thereto according to the tyeniority oP their commissions.” 

In March 1773 it was ordered that halt the Captains, 
including the Captain-Lieutenants, and two-thirds of the 
Subalterns, should always 1 be present with the corps. 
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* CpAP VIII. 

EAoineejs, 1769-1776. • " 

• *• • • 

In t)ctobe£ 1770 the * establishment of Engineers was Establish. * 
fixed as foilowS, m conformity Vith orders from mei ^»^70. 
England : — m • § • 

1 Chief Engin^br with the rank of Lieutenant-Qolonel. 

1 Directo? „ • ,, of Major. 

3 Sub-Directors „ of Captain. 

2 Sub-Engineers „ of Lieutenant. 

* 2 Practitioner Engineers. * of Ensign. 


The undermentioned officers were nominated tho t 
same time, viz. : — • • 

Patrick Ross to bo Chief # Engineer, and L*eutenanff-Colonc4 
Captain Archibald Mitchell (from* St. LLelena) to bo 

Director mid Major. 

„ William Stevens 1 confirmed as Suly* Director. # 

„ William Pitman to.be second Sub-Director. 

,, William Campbell to bo third Sub-Director. 

Lieutenant Lewis Wbitive^ to be Sub-Engineer. 

Ensign George Manila 2 to be Practitioner Engineer. 

, • • j 

The Chief Engineer, 2 Sub- Directors, 1 Sub-Engineer, Distribution, 

and 1 Practitioner were ordered tp *romain at the Presi- 
• • • 
dency; trhe Director and the remaining officers # wese seat/ • 

to the Northern Circars. • * 

The following rulings on certain points were laid down 0fficerB of 
by Government at this time ^ Engmeors 

“ As the department of the corps of Engineers is a distinct command 
"province, the execution of which will require the whole of P atTlsona * 
their time and attention, the Board* think it wijl be proper to 
appoint Commandants in the several Garrisons ; otherwise 


1 Killed at the siege of Pondicherry in 1778. * 

* 2 Killed at the siege of Pondicherry in 1793, when Lient.. Colonel and> 
Chief Engineer. * 
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CHAP. VI|lAhe Jlhgineers would, no doubt, commanli by virtue of tbeir 
t 7 commissions, according to their, respective ranks. * 

Conveyance “ At the Presidency all orders are to ‘be giVen from? the 
* to e Board, or from the Committee of#works (in sucj^ instances as 

f 9 shall be hereinafter dxplaif^d) to the» CMef Engineer there 
f resident, and the^Chiof'Engmeer is to report to the Board. 

“ In the northern department the principal Engineer there 
is to receive orders from the Chief and Courcil under whose 
authority he shall resYio, ^,nd report to them, as also to the 
Engineer in Chief. * 

To whom f ‘ They are to be subjeot'only to the control of the Pr<wi- 

unHwerable dent, and Council at the Presidency, and to the Chief and 
m the r t t * J 

elocution of Council at auy subordinate Factory. But with the Army in 
Kn d oera fta tho . field > or in, cantonments, or in a military garrison, to 
the superior dommanding Officer, under such particular 
instructions and exemptions as sllall be issued by the President 
and Council in particular cases, but not to the Commandant 
of tyiy factory as such. # 

“ When it shall happen tha/b such works are wanted at a 
^military garrison as may require the presence of an Engineer 
Superior in rank to the Officer Commanding in that garrison, 
such Engineer is to be limited by his instructions to confine 
liimselfA) the works to be carried on,, and not ‘to interfere in 
the command of the garrison.” 

offireia of Early iu 1771, Government being of opinion, from the 

JntitiotHo tenor of the commissions granted to officers of Engineers, 

command tint they were entitled to command in the field and in 

dates of"* t0 garrison, according to their several ranks, and dates of 

Commissrnn, c6mm ission3, an orcler was issued to that effect. This 
1/71. ** i t » 

order was appealed against by twelve officers of Artillery, 
and thirty-seven officers of Infantry, but Government 
resolved to adhere to their own ruling pending instruc- 
tions from the Court of Directors. 

< Tho officers of Engineers about the same time applied 
, for a sha^e of the off-reckoning fund, but this was 
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refused the ground Jbhat ‘they bad no men under their* C^AP. vm. 

command. ^ • • / ”’ 

tfia Court of Directors in*fc£eir reply to this reference, Q enora> 
dated 25th#$Iar<jh %l 772/ disapproved of the action of not,# 

Govemment, and issued the following order.: — . cised by 

“We therefore take this^jcasion to diiwct that ae by the Engineeuf, 
express terms of the Engineers ’ commissions they are to take ^72. 
rank according to the dates thereof, ^such rank is to b<f 
preserved to them in all Councils or war, and Courts-mftrtial, 
tojvhich they may besummpjied, and in all cases of honorary • 
precedence; but with respect to-tho’command of our Military, 
either in the field or garrison* it is by no mo&ns ournatention,* 
nor can wo permit that Engineer officers ever take command, 
except of such troops as a»e immediately j&t. under, them to 
be employed as working parties, or for jtny particular service 
which can best bo conducted by an Engineor. ,f 

The Court at the same time, notified that officers Officers of 
appointed to the corps of Engineers wore # not to expect tobe removed 
to be removed to any other branch of the service, or to oth ® r , 
expect any other, or greater allowances than tho^u tbosoiviee. 
assigned to^he respective ranks in which they engaged • # * 

to serve, tiz *: — , * / 

Lieut .-Colonel about £000 per annum. 


Major 

do. 

556 

do. 

Captain 

do. 

237-5 

do. 

Lieutenant 

do.' 

127-15 

do. 

Ensign 

do. 

91-5 

do. 


In March 1773, Governmept resolved to make a Survey of tho 
taiborough survey^ of the Nofthern drears, and appointed Q ircarSt 1773 
two separate parties for this purpose, one^ to be under 
Captain Stevens, and the other under Captain Pitman, 
both of fhe corps of ^Engineers. The following instruc- # 
tions were given regarding the scales : — 

• “ The particular survey of the forts, posts, passes, &c. f 
&c.j should be shown on a scale of 10(5 feet to o^e»inch th%t 
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.^every^hingmay bp expressed distinctly/ (Tile gene*d survey 
scale of an inch ahd t a tihird to a mile jta the •settle Captain 
Stevens has begun on. 


• “ The who'e of whiph sfiould afterwards be reduced to a 
scale of 20 miles*to an inch to Agree with the'general survey 
of Bengal that is now taking by order of the Honorable 
’Court of Directors.”.^ * 

On the occasion of the second capture of Tanjore in 
September 1773, Brigadier-General Smith reported Jhe 
services of the Engineers, during the operations, to 
4 Government in the following words : — 

Lieutenant-Colonel ttoss, our Chief Engineer, has great 
xrerit. i*Our wfcrks Wore carried <5n with spirit, security, and 
judgment, ancj tho officers of highest rank in this Army say 
they were the best they had ever seen in this country.” 

During 17< 7 4 tho Court of Directors cancelled their 
order of 1772 by which officers of Engineers were 
• excluded from commands, and directed that they should 
be considered “ in point tff command, and in every 
other ^esp^ct, according to the seniority of Jbheir commis- 
sions, in like manner as the ^^dieers of Artillery, 
Cavalry, Infantry, or uepoys, &c., &c.” # This prder was 

‘ publi&lieci at Madras in February 1775. • ■ 

■ . ^ 
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European Infantry, 1769-1776. • ' 

•; # < # # • 

The resolution regarding tile augmentation of the Forefg* 

Foreign Legjpn was cancelled soon* afte^ the peace, and Lt ^ l0U, * l7r>9 - 
’ the two companies Jrere sent to Chicacole, there # to be 
incorporated with the company of Coffrees, and to be* 
employed on service in the hill tracts. * 

The English Infantry w#s at % the same time ordered^tf) attribution 
be stationed in the following manner : — Infantry g,Hh 

The 1st Regiment at Trichinopoly. * * , * 

„ 2nd „ at V(?llore. # * 

Six companies of the 3rd Regiment a£ fillore,*rfnd tl& 

. rest at Fort St. Georgy. * * 

In July 1770, as it was found that cadets 6ould not Allowance* io 
exist on the miserable pittance of five pagbdas a month, Cadot8 ’ 1//t} 
it was resolved to grant them an allowance of ono rupee 
a day. * 

In August of the same year the establishment was Reorganisa- 
reformed, .and ordered to consist of four battciior^, each 
battalion to be officered by one Lieutenant-Colonel, one 
Major, mine Captains, twelve Lieutenants, and sixteen 
•EnsigliSr-^Two fvJl Colonels were allowed for the whole*. 0 
" 'The Infantry having at this time been formed into three 
Brigades of six battalions of sepoys, with a certain pro- 
portion of Europeans to each, the latter were distributed 
<| ^ | follows : — < . * " * 

The 1st battalion of the 1st Brigade at Fort St. George 

and Trichinopoly. 


2nd 

1st 

2nd 


2nd 


at Ellore, Northern 
Cirears. 
at Vellore, 
at Pooijar^allee. 
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Ea-ly ir^l771 two hundred aon-c<5mmissione<f of leers 
and men weiq drafted from the bistctalion afcPoonan allee 
and sent to Bengal. 

Towards the close of 1770, Brigadier-General Smith' 
recommended that periodical reviews and inspections 1 
should be made. This suggestion was apjjroved of, tho 
inspections were commenced* in Apul 1771, and in July 
..of the same year General Smith made a report to Govern- 
ment from which the following is an extract : — 

“ 1 have the greatest satisfaction in being able to give your 
honor, <fcc., &c., so good an account of the order and discipline 
r of the j troops in this quarter (Trichinopoly). The European 
Infantry of both first i.nd second Regiments are without 
exception more perfect in their discipline than any .troops 
1 ever saw in this service.” « 

In March 1772 Government issued an order to the 
effect that whenever an officer should, at his own request, 
bo removed from one corps to another, he should enter as 
the junior of his grade, but be permitted to retain his 
ermy rank. 

During' this year the first notice of the prevalence of 
guinea- worm in the case of European ti’oops in the 
Madras Presidency appears in a letter from Captain 
Fletchor from which the following is an extract •— 

“ Lie atenant Edwards who never had anything ;1 the kind 
before, had worms extracted from his hand in the Pc*inaad 1 
and is now confined to his bed or chair with one in his foot, 
which he contracted there also. Lieutenant Pavy I have been 
obliged to &Lnd to MasuUpatam with worms on both 
is there in such a conditicn as not to be able to move from his 
cot. This disorder, £ btliove, is but little known in any other 
part of the country except in those who have contracted them 


t 

1 Vide Appendix J. 

3 A tract m the north-?, estera part of the district of Guntooi. 




£ ft^OUY op’t^e' uIdiwis army. / $21 

S.US ; 1 pfasession of *a strfcng line of ^psts isf om» front 
alonlr the T^,ter cgurse, extending frSm tK> river Cavery 
oi^MrN^ft/to* the villag% gf* Sultanpefct on the right, a 
aistanc<Nrf|about tjva miles. * # 

While the attention of the rfnemy was occupied in the 
defence of t^ese outposts# Major-General Floyd marched 
off from the rear oi the camp towards Periapatam with 
a strong detachment 1 in order to greet the army from 
Bombay. He effected this on the 9th, and rotuAied'to 
Seringapatam on the 14th accompanied by that aipHy.* 
Major-General Stuart crossed? to the northern bank of the 
Cavery on the 16th, and took up a position withies righi 
on the river, and his left on tho rdcks near the ruins <3f the 
Eedgah redoubt. The ne^t day ho detached Coltfnel Yhirt, 
^nth H.M/s 75th regimeift, and twef battalions of sepoys, 
to dislodge the enemy from a village near the bank of : 
the river where it was intended to establish a batt^’y to ' 
onfilade the south-western rfaco of tho fekt, distant about 
900 yards. * 

Colonel Hart having bedh joined by H.M/s 74th, and a 
battalion # of Jiadras*sepoys sent across by General Harris, 
made his attack abotft sunset, and carried the village. 

Y 0 0 

The *. position thus gained was Called “ HarJ/s Post/M 
armed t on the 18th with a battery* of Six 1#- 1 
ponndersjp-nd twoliowitzerl. • 

SirauKaneously with Colonel HarPs attack, Major Mac- 
donald, with the 2nd battalion 12th regiment Madras 
f ^fl fantrv. advanced from Shawe^post to drive tlie enetny 
"from a stream about 700 yard%in front, which running 
from the Cavery some 1,200 yatds above the fort, and 

nearly parallel to*the works* afforded cover for an extent # 

• • 

, 1 H.M.’a 19th Dragoqna. 1st, 3rd, and 4th Native Cavalry. • 

73rd Foot. 1st, 2nd, .and 3rd* Bengal Volunteers. 2nd 
battalion 5th, and 2nd battalion 9th Madras Native Infantry. 

# 41 
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Hart’s Post. 


VOL. IT. 
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ifife. X^J. f)f ab&ut oQO y^rds near ai> Intrenchment' wSicjf ^he, 
enemy had thWwn up at # the rpins of a powdfer mill in an 
island formed by the Cavery^and the stream* in 
JThis service was ably executedj and Jjhe portion, which 
became of importance, was named ** Macdonald’s Post.” 
On the next day it was connected with “ Shftwe’s Post ” 
by a trench. J 

4 An examination o f the provisions in camp having been 
made on the 15th, much anxiety was caused by the dis- , 
coViry that the supply of rice would not suffice fpr 
more than eighteen days consumption at the rate of half 
allowance *to each fighting man. It was therefore deter- 
mined to detach Major-General Floyd towards Caveri- 
pooram'Lo meet, and bring on the detachment uncter 
Colonel Read which was escorting supplies. The Geno^l 
ral marched accordingly on the 19th, with all the regular 
cavalry, and the 3rd infantry brigade under Major 
Gowdie. 


Macdonald’s 
Post. # 


General 

Floyd 

detached. 


Capture of On the evening of the 20th the enemy’s entrenchment 
{he Powder at the powder mill in front of Macdonald’^ Post was 

Ml11, attacked a nl carried by H.M.’s 73rd, and battalion of 

Bengal sepoys. , 

» ,This detachment, under the general direction of Colonel 
Sherbrqokfe, was divided into three parties, one under* 
Lieutenant-Colonel Moneypenny of the 73rd, another 
under the Honorable Lieutenant-Colonel St. John of the 
same regiment, and the third under Lieutenant-Colonel. 
Gardiner of the Bengal army. During the night il i&Q 
post was connected by t* parallel with the works already 
established on the soutli attack. 

• 

Attach on tho t Before daylight on fche 22nd, the advanced posts of the 
Bombay^ dm- army were attacked by the enemy in force, but 

, they were repulsed with loss. Many of the French troops/" 
which le<? jHe assault on this occasion, were killed. 
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. \ % i * 

'* Afoift 6‘ o’clock the #ame morning .fire ^as tfppnetf $HA*. XV. 
fronn a battery of *£our lfi^pourfderg/and two howitzers Batflbries at « 
wfe&glfad teen constructed* at the powder mill. This P^ 4e * o 
"fire was u?2gd by tfiat of some field pieces placed neai; • * * 

the banks of the riv&r to the left of Shawe's post, which 
dislodged the enemy frcttj some'of tl&e positions from 
which they galled tie Bombay troops in Hart's ppst. 

On the 23rd, five lS-poundeA from4he battery at Hart'S 
• post enfiladed the works of the south-west face of the 
fofit with great effect. Oh tbo ^arjie day a small battery * 
for two 12-pounders was ejected about 400 yards in front 

of Shawe’s post. • * 

• • 

On the 24th and 25 th^ the battery, at^the powdejj mill 
wjks increased to 8 guns, and the approaches wore* consid- 
erably advanced, and further strengthened by a new 
battery for four guns, which commenced to fire on the 
morning of the 26tb. V # • 

“ It now 1 became necessary to drive the enemy from their The enemy 
advanced works in order to establish the breaching batteries 
on the spot they covered witfiin 380 yards of the # walls of the * 

fort, upon the bank of the southern branch of Jthj Cavery, 
along which they extended nearly parallel to the south-west 
face of* the fort of Seringapatam, feach flank strengthened 
liy a Iruid of stoclfbded redoubt, that on their right plhced im • 
the angle formed by the separation of the river to embrace 
the island* of Seringapatam, that on their left being a circular 
work nearly communicating with another a short distance in 
its front, built to defend a stone bridge ever th§ rnfcjst which 
I8$rmed the islanfl on whjah our worlds were placed. 

“ The enemy’s attention was engaged by a Well directed and 
continue^ fire fronj. the batteries at Hart's post, and ajl those 
on the south attack wjiich could bear on their entrenchments,/ 
or the works whioh commanded them, until the moment of 


1 General Harris’ report to the Commdnderdn.Chief India. . • 



chap. 5nJ. 


32*4 \ HISTORY* OP* the) JllDRAS«AK'!T. * 

\ ^ ^ , . 

f dttack* Ai the stjrr set, the troepk, arranged in two uol j mns^ 

advanced from the tr&ncheft That on the f ieft cofisisling ( f i four 
companies of the Scotch Brigade," and four of lienga 1 jefws, 
was commanded by Major Skelly,«and assaulted f \e right ol"* 
the enemy's position*. Tk^ right columh, commanded by 
Lieutenant-Colonel Moueypenny. of H.M.'s 73rd regiment, 
consisting of four companies of 'that regiment, and an equal 
numbed of Bengal sepoys, drove them from a great part of 
th/3 works on their left. The success of these attacks enabled 
Lieutenant- Colon el Money penny's division to occupy a water * 
* course, which running a 1 on g "the front of the enemy’s entrench- 
ment, afforded soiyie cover to the- troops, while that of Major 
Ikelly’s Poet. Hkelly took post at the work near the small bridge which was 
afterwards distinguished by his name. 

- ' ^ i ■* 

'“The enemy however still possessing the circular redoifct 
on the left of their late posts from which they galled our ' 
troops in the newly acquired position, by a constant fire of 
musketry, Lieutenant-Colonel Campbell of the 74th, who had 
just arrived fror* camp to relieve the corps on duty in the 
trenches, advanced rapidly with a small party of Europeans, 
attacked and routed the enemy, pursuing them over the great 
bridge across the Cavery, penetrating a work; raised for its 
defence, and spreading a general alahn. Profiting by the- 
confusion occasioned by his advance, he retired ^witjh little 
'lpss within our posts. . 

“ Lieutenant- Cornel Campbell’s conduct on this occasion. - 
merited the highest praise ; the small part^ wnich he led 
consisted of the Light company of the 74th, and a company of 
the Swii=i3*regiment D^Meulon^ a corps whose gallantry and 
, on this, and every otfher occasion during the siege, 


‘olonel 

JampbelVs 

ttack. 


fully equal to ^hat of our fictional troops. 

4 


“ Although every possible exertion had <. been madp during 
%the night to profit by the comparative ^uiet enjoyed by our 
pos1$ after Lieutenant-Colonel Campbell’s attack, and a 
dbnble detail of troops was employed on this duty, they were, * 
on* the momiftg of the £7th, still exposed to a very destruc- 
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tive ftre? principally from ^the circular ivork, which, •under' C^HAP’ XV. 
the jgroteotioft of the fort, ^vas a&ain, occupied by a large * 

bo<^ Bf\the enemy’s infantry. * Lieutenant-Colonel Wallace, 

* c with thre®* ^mpaniep of P.M.’s 74th regiment, was ordered 
to dislodge them.' This service lie performed with that gal- Wallaces 
lantry by which he has ev^er been ’distinguished, and kept ^ost. 
possession by securing his men behind the parapet of his 
post, which from* this time bore his name. In the course of| 
the succeeding night the approaches wore deepened, afid 
‘Wallace’s and Skelly’s posts made perfectly tenable. 

#> On the* 28th and 29th April a b'attbry for six 18-poundfers Breaching 
was erected on the left of otir mdst advanced trench, to bear Bafc teries. 
on the western angle of the fort, from which it was distant 
360 yards. The difficulty of conveying guns across the water 
course deferred its opening till the 30th in the morning when 
' its tire commenced with effect. Before the close of the day 
the outer wall was breached, and the main rampart of the 
angle bastion extremely shattered. During thte night ancther 
battery for five guns was erected rather t& the right and 
front of that which had opened in the morning. A position 
for six howitzers was cleared m the trenches near the battery, 
and the nature of the *bed of the Cavery was ascertained by 
Lieutenant Farquhar of H.M.’s 74th, and Lieutenant’' Lalor of 
H.M.’s 73rd regiment who, attended by a small party of 
^Eyop^ans employed as pioneers, requested to fye charged* * 
with this important and hazardous service. 

“On the 1st May a small battery of two 18-pounders to 
take off the defences of some low works which bore obliquely 
on the right of those already erected to breach, wpjs constructed 
v iSr ! t2eir rear. ,J 

“ The embrasures of the six gun battery wet** altered so as 
to concentrate the whole breaching fire on the curtain a short 
distance to the right of the western angle, and in front of a >’ 
large cavalier which it was also intended to destroy. A rew 
battery was likewise commenced at Hurt’s post to increase"' 
the enfilading fire which had uniform 1 ^ been kept from the 
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CHAP. xf'. 'batteries there vptfi the best effect, in order ’to ftvt the 
- assault on the breach yhetL practical}!©. « 

w On the 2nd May the breaching batteries wer^ppe^ed 
• early in the morning with admirable effect, ai(I ^before the 
evening, the # outer wall Vas perfectly breached, and the 
principal rampar^ considerably damaged, # 

“ A .magazine of rockets in the fort^was, during the day, 
hot on fire by a shot*from the battery at Hart’s post, which, 
with Vll the other batteries, kept up an incessant, and. 
• eSV’emely woll directed firo/m e#ery part of the works within 

the range of the gun3. This night a communication was 

• ’ » 

•made £rflnf the trenches to the edge of the river ’opposite the 
breach, and a sunken •battery for four 12-pounders was 
cgmfheuaed at a •favorable situation between Shawe’s and 
Skelly’s posts, intended to enfilade the works on the southt^^ 
face of thg fort, and bear on some cavaliers which fired from a 

considerable distance, bxt with much effect, on our batteries. 

• * ? 

“ On the evening of the 3rd May, the breach, which the 
enemy had a^empted to repair on the night of the 2nd, 
appearing nearly practicable, it was determined to make the 
assault in*fche course of the ensuing day ; andlihe night was 
employe*! m drawing from the Bombay army the detail of 
that force destined to «hare in this enterprise, in .forming the 
1 jdan, yi arranging the troops, and in making every other 
necessary # preparation whiejj could jb^id to ensure ’ W 
success.” ^ * • 

*The following extract gives the details of the troops 
warned, for ^he asssgilfc • 

u The flank companies from the Europdtn 1 corps 
in the Bomtfay army^ under Lieutenant- Colonel Dunlop, 
H.M.is 77th regiment. Four from the Scotch brigade, and 
regiment DeMeuron, under Colonel Sherbrooke. Ten com- 


A practicable 

breach 

effected. 
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the assault. 


‘H.M.’a 75fcb and 77thf j?md the Bombay European regiment (103rd 
foot). » 
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panie^ o? Bengal, eight of Madras, 1 anri # six of Bombay 2 djllp. XV. 
sepoyfl, under * Lieut eriant- Colonel s Gardiher, Dalrymple, f^nd “ > 

Migifau $f fchk Company’s ^fervice on thoie several establish- 
* Inents; K.^ Js 12th, 33pd, ^ 73rd, and 74th regiments, 100 
artillery undei: Major ,Robert BeH of tne Madras artillery, 

200 of the Nizam’s infantty^and the corps of European and 
Native pioneers, commanded Dy Captain Dowse, formed the 
corps ordered for the assault; consisting of nearly* 2,50() 

European, and 2,000 Native troops, under the immediate 
Orders of Major-General Baird, whom, from a knowledge of 
his perfect merits as a soldier, I had selected to command ’on 
this important service. Major (jioneral Popfyam was directed 
to occupy the trenches during the attack, in command of tho * 

O \) 

battalion companies of the Swiss regiment ,DeMeuron, ami 
four battalions of Madras sepoys, forming a sustaining torp3, 

\j\j act if required in its suppoi t. 

“On the morning of the 4th May the, batteries* kept up 
an incessant, and well directed fire on^tlib breach and 
remaining defences of the fort, which was w'vmly returned 
by the enemy till noon, when as usual their lire slackened, 
and their attention was in lome degree turned from the 
principal poin* of attack by the fire of the new four gun 
battery which opened 6n the cavaliers, and southerii face of 
the fort. % ' 


1 These companies were taken from the battalions off* duty. Accord- 
ing to the order of the day, the 1st of tfie 8th ; 2nd of tlio 0th, 2nd of 
42 ^-Mi^and 2nd of tjie 7tli were in the trenohes. The l&t of tho 1st, 

1st of the 6th, and 1st of the 12th had matched under Major Gowdie to 
meet Colonel Bead. The remaining battaljpns were th<s>2nd of 4he 3rd 
(13th), 2nd of the 2nd (20th), lgt and 2nd of the 11th (21st and 22nd), 
and the 2nft of the 12th (24th). Pyobably the eight flank companies 
required for the storming jtarty were taken from the four senior batta- J 
lions last specified. * 

‘ 2 The six Bombay native regiments were so weak that both flank'* 
companies of each were required to make-up one corupppy of th^ 
regulated strength.— Letter from General Stuart ^ 3rd May 1799. 
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CHAP? XVf “ Prom knowledge of the customs of * the natives^)f flndi& 
'Capture of * ? u dged that durihg c the heat^of tTie ,flay thft tfoopslof the 
the*Fort. garrison would nohbe apprehensive of an assarilfc, orjife^wed 
' * to make that "obstinate resistanqe whitjh at an^other time' 

I might expect to T^e opgpsed to oqr tffctacS. I therefore 
directed it t6 take place at 1 (^cl’ock. The troops 1 passed 
the rugged bod of the Cavery, r which, opposite to the breach, 
^was about 280 yards in breadth, exposed tfr a very heavy fire 
from ^ the still numerous artillery of #ie fort, crossed the 
ditch, and ascended the breach in despite of all opposition 
fr<5m the enemy, many <?f whom rushed down the slopf to 
meet them. TJhe assailants ^divided, as they had been 
instructed to do, at the summit of the breach, and# although 
obstinately resisted by tlie enemy posted behind a succession 
of traverses thrown up across the ramparts, particularly on 
the northern face of cho fort ; in t \£0 hours the whole of thft 
works wbrc occupied by our troops, and the British colors 
flying in the p^ac/*. 

“ The utmos^ flegree of humanity was shewn to such of the 
enemy as asl'Sd the protection of the troops, but the large 
force in the place, their pel severance in resistance, and 
• ' the formidable army encamped under its walls, rendered 

rapidity and energy necessary to the Safety of the troops, and 
the success of the assault. The slaughterous inconsequence 
f .very considerable. 

( © 4 f» 

Death of the “ So'wxrn as the ramparts wore occupied, a detachment was** 
Burreud^of sen ^ s 9 curo the palace, and protect the family of the Sultan 
his family. frbm insult. A battalion of the 8th regiment of Madras 
sepoyk was already formed in its front, to whom Monsieuf 
Ohapuis 2 hhd surrendered his colors, and igany of the FUiife 

1 For* the deposition of, the troops ordered for the assault, vide 
Appendix Y. r , 

i 2 The party of Monsieur Chaptus from the Mauritius consisted of 
17 officers and 56 non-commissioned an<f privates. The party of 
Mdhsieur Questin, being the remains of Daily's corps, long in the 
"service of Hyder and Tippoo, consisted of 4 offioers, and 46 non-commis- 
sioned and^privates. Several deserters, and other British subjects, not 
included in Vhe above* were taken at the same time. 
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'Vhe •3rd became ihe 2nd Carnatic Battaliofu 
# l^th . „ ,* 3rd 1 # „ • 

lith’/i, ^ ,? »l*lth ^ >, . 

•> 12th ^ „ ,> 

n 13^h »> m »» # 

The employment of vakeels with the hfcitivo battalions 
having been discovered to be the source of great abuses, 
they were dismissed during tim yea$ and their places 1 
supplied by conicopolios or writers, acting mulct tho 
immediate orders of the Paymasters. Their duties w%th 
to keep all the accounts whether* relating to money, 
provisions, clothing, or stoppages of any kind. * A, head < 

writer and an assistant wore allowed for each battafion 

• 9 

on 6 and 4 pagodas each •respectively in garrisofy or Iti 
and 6 pagodas in the field.* • • 

The pay of the European Serjeants doing dftty with 
the Native Infantry having been considered too high, it 
was modified to the following extent. Too two selected 
for the situations of Serjeant-Major, and ^of Quarter- 
master- Serjeant were to hefre 9 pagodas each jaor men- 
sem, and the pther tlfreo 7 pagodas each. * 

About the same tintfe it was ordered that whenever two 
or three < battalions might be serving together, tfye senior 
of%S3^shdnld appoint a Subaltern to act as Adjutant ta* 
the whole. * • 

In July the eight independent companiSs at'Masulj- 
patam were completed to ten, and formed into a battalion 
denominated the 6th Circar Battalion.* •* • • 

~fcn August it fras ordered tha£ all tho sepoys should 

have blue facings, that the turbands and cummerbunds 2 
. . • 

1 The 3rd having been reduced in 1770, the ten battalions from the 
4th to the 13th inolnsive were eaoh moved np one number. The 12 
battalions then composing the establishment in the Carnatic are repro- , 
sented by the present twelve Senior Regimen^ of Native Infantty. 

2 Broad sashes ^orn round the waist. # % * » 

VOb, 1. • 42 
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Ilill District 
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1770 . 


Appointment 
of an 1 nvalid- 
ing Com- v 
inittee. 
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fehoufd be blue, an e d that the cfcraSvers 1 should be florjlered 
with blue. 

The following change in # the (composition of' Gourts- 
‘ martial was directed on the 4th^ September of this 
year : — • ^ 

“ The Board observing thaf by tha military regulations, 
rtiSepoy 'General Courts-mart ( ial are compose! partly of non- 
comnjissioned and private sepoys, which is contrary to the 
A^et of Parliament which directs that none under the degree 
of a Commissioned Officer be permitted to be a^MembG* of 
any Court-martial ; it is therefore ordered that in future no 
one under the rank of a Jemadar be appointed to sit on Courts- 
martial, and resolved that the military regulations be altered 
accordingly.” 

About the* end of the year the Officers Commanding 
sepoy battalions Requested that they might be permitted 
to pay their me\ instead of this being done by the Pay- 
masters, but Government declined to make any altera- 
tion in the existing regulations. 

Early m January 1770 Government received a report 
from Mi*. Andrews, the Chief of the Council at Vizaga- 
patam, to the effect’ that the sepoys serving - in,, the dis- 
trict of Ijtimedy were so very sickly that there were not 
fifteen' men in a company who were able to carry their 
arms. «■ « 

In February it was directed by Government, that for 
the future, the selection of sepoys for the invalid Jisfc 
should be made by a Committee of officers composed * of 
the Commander-m-Cfeief, the Commandant of Fort St. 
George, and the Town-Major. 


1 Instead of trowsers^ drawers reaching to within a few inches of 
*he knee nfere then worn kAjv sepoj a , 
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.Oil tfce 12th # March tiia following* order was issued •cjli£p.' VI II. 
directing. that Kegijnental ^Registers, should be kept :**- Regies to* 

The Board* observing fh^t* the vacancies iu tjie sepoy each°BaWa- 
battalions ajje chieVly occasioned by desertion, to prevent # liom 
which as muefi as possible, it is c/dered* that a book be kept * 
for each battalion in whibh# shall be *enter|d the name, and 
description of every *sepoy, setting forth his age, cast, the 
district and village he came fro/n, and where his family oa 
relations reside, and that the battalions be drawn ouj, arid 
informed that desertion shall in future be punished wifh £> eser tion to 
deafth agreeable to the Articles of Wjtr, which it is resolved he punished 
to get translated into the country languages, and, it is also ^ death - 
ordered that a reward of five pagodas be given for appre- 
hending every sepoy deserter.” ,, 

Lieutenant-Colonel Lang, Commanding at Tnohinopoly, Punishment 
having brought to nofice the difficulty experienced in folders, or 
managing Native servants, Govea'nmc *\it came to the Keival * ts * 
following resolution for maintaining discipline amongst 
camp followers : — 

“ Port Saint Geoi&e, 14th May 1770. * 

“ With Respect to tJolonel Lang's representation of the 
insolence of black servants, the Board are sensibli of the ** 
necessity pf* falling upon some metbocl tp put a stop to the 

“ Agreed, therefore, that in all cases of misdemeanours, not 
of a capital nature, committed by persons dependent on, or 
belonging to, the officers and men of the troops under his 
command, Lieutenant-Colonel Lan£ be directed Jo c%ll to his 
as^Iifttmce one or*nore officers as he" shall judge necessary, • 

^and after making a strict, and regiftar enquiry^nto the affair, 
to cause the offender to be punished according to the r^ature 
of his offence. He is also to be directed to make these, our • 
orders, publick throughout the garrison, and ordered, tjiat 
the like order be published in the other principaj gar-* 
risons.” 
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CHAP. YUI. 


Stoppages 
from Sepoys 
not to 
exceed 5 
rupees per 
annum. 


Th£? infliction 
of corporal 
punishment, 
except by 
sentence of a 
Court- mart ; al 
forbidden. 


W2 


No 4 ’ general r r me having bebn laid down rdjgarding 

stoppages, Government, at % the ne<?ommen(Ltion of 

General,, Smith, passed aft r ordep inlkfay of the, same 

.year, to the effect that Officers Coirrcnandii^g battalions 

should not stop more than four, or ’ at most five rupees, 

from any sepoys The scale apt! cost of tho articles to bo 

provided at the expense of the me“ was laid down at 

the same time as follows 
^ * - 

R. F- C. 


1 blue turband ... « 

* . 

1 „ sash 

^ * 2 pairs of drawers 
1 white jacket 


L 0 0 
0 8 *0 
12 0 
0 8 0 


4 0 0 


“ General Smith farther acquaints the Board that ho does 
not imagine that /he above will be sufficient for a whole year 
to enable the sepoys to appear- in a soldier- like manner, but 
that he does \*ot see how any further stoppages 1 can be made 
without distressing them beyond what they can bear.” 

An enquiry having been institut&J for tKe purpose of 
discovefing the cause of numerous desertions from the 
“Madras > Battalion ^ commanded by Captain McKain, it 
fvas ascertained that some men had be^n flogged bv his 
order without any trial, and*that he bad been in the habit* 
of employing non-commissioned officers, 5s well as sepoys, 
on his own private business, for which offonces he was 
brought to » Court-martials The Court found him guilty 
on the latter charge, and sentenced hinl to be suspen3ed 
tor two months; witfy, reference to the first charge theys 
observed — 4 ♦ , 

“ The same is not. contrary to the established usage of tho 


1 M pay of a sepoy, pne pagoda and 24 fanams = Rs. 5-8-0, 
r A rupro valued at 12i‘ananis. , 
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army, ^br does it appear *that the prisoner made a -wanton 
or crueL&tm&fe of thg,t custo # m.” • ( * 9 

• 'ffye sentenpe Vas confirmed, but thfe practice ,of inflict- 
ing corporal punmhmenfc without trial was thenceforth 
expressly prohibited on paki of dismissal from tjio 


(^hXp. viii 


“ Except onljr io %uch case where an immediate <examplo 
may be necessary, and when the like punishment in a similar 
case inflicted on a soldier of (he European corps would be 
justified. ” *> • / • 

On the 28th May the f&tafting order issued regard- 
ing the acquisition of Hindustanee by officers of sepoys 

“ Every Indian officer of the sepoy corpus, or ought to be 
acquainted with the Moorish language, which is the general 
language of Hindoostar, and the best sepoys will be found 
to understand it. 

“Every officer commanding sepoys ou^ht to be able to 
converse in that language/and this should be deemed an 
essential and indispensible qualification fo^’ such a com- 
mand.” * 

<* i 

During August the Native battalions were 'formed into 
three brigades^ two for service in the Carnatic, and one * 
for the protection of the Northerh Sircars. The 3rd or 
^SadiecS Battadon ” was broken up at this time^ ‘and £ho 
others, from $he 4th to the 13th inclusive, were each 
moved up one number. The brigades wore then forjned 

as follows : — ’ » 

* . 1 » > 

■-» j First Briijwle. • * 

3rd Carnatic Battalion ... 4 ... Captain Povcry. 

4th t „ , „ * - *... Baillie. 

6th „ v » Cowper. 

7th „ „ Cook. ^ 

8th „ „ Brown. . 

Oth „ ... , ’ .. , 


Officers re- 
quired to 
understand 
Hindustanee. 


BrigadoS of 
.Native In- 
fantry. 


1st Bugade. 



CHAP. \ r I$. 
f 2nd Brigade. 


3rd Brigade. 


European 

Officers. 


\teductic«i of 
allowances. 


Stoppages. 
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e 

* Second Brjcpide. 


1st Carnatic 

Battalion 

t 

2nd ,, 

« n i 

5th* 

ii 

10th „ 

v 

llth 

r. 

12th „ * 

ii 

f 

Third. 

L' 

0 JsJ Ci rear Battalion 


\ ^Captain Hppkins. 

. • •Harper.* , 

• / »** 0j Cosb y‘ 

9 • „ n *Bruce* 

, „ Fletcher. 

# „ Evans. 

Captain Bellingham. 


r 2nd „ 

” 

11 

Madge. 

“ih-d 

• . 

11 

BoWman. m 

4th , .. 

. ♦»* 

f If IM ... 

11 

Casemore. 

•5th „ 

11 ^ 

11 

Collins. 

Oth „ 

. & 


11 

Marchand. 


r 

for a battalion' of sepoys was fixed # at 1 Captain, 5 Lieu- 
tenants, and 5 Ensigns, e in consideration of which augmen- 
tation the additional allowances theretofore drawn by the 
Subalterns and Staff Serjeants were reduced in con- 
formity with tlie following order : — 

“ As the duty of the Subalterns to the sepoy battalions will 
not now ije £0 hard as formerly, there # being t&i instead of 
two appointed to a battalion, it is resolved thjit the additional 
allowance ,to the Lieutenants be reduced to five' pagodas 
aSmontfh. <*Tt is also ordered that the CdditionJ w <£* 
Serjeants-Major avd QuarternSas ter- Serjeants to the sepoy 
battalions be reduced to three pagodas, and that of the other 
Serjeants to one pagoda per month, and which regulation is 

ordered to* teiko place from tho ist October next.” 

♦ • 

' On the 31st December an order was published direct- 
ing that the stoppages ffom sepoys “ on account of slops ” 

should not exceed — * « tf 

• p. p. c. 

From a Havildar 0 7 0 

„ a Naigue ... 0 6 12 

a Sepoy' 0 4 0 
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The Slops' in question vtevjd to be provided as follows : 

TlJree^in two years 1 


lib 


e 

Turiband* °... 
Sash « 

Drff|yers # . . . 
Under-jacket 


5 


tfpip. vru 

Slop*. 


*One per annum. 

Two pa v ir per annum. 
Two per annum. 


It was ordered at the same time that these stoppages 
should be mads by the Paymaster, and that the "slops” 
were not to be provided by officers commanding 7 batta- 
lions, but by an agent appointed by Government for <;Iie 
purpose. * 

In May 1771 Government being desirous to carry out One Serjeant 
an order which directed that a European Serjeant should paciTcom- 
be posted to every company of sepoys, It was foi\nd tljat P an Y of ^ 
the number required couid not be withdrawn from the 
European regiments without detriment to their efficiency ; 
nevertheless, it was determined that the Native batta- 
lions should be completed with Serjeants, provided that 

capable men could bo obtained. 

• 

During the early part of 1771 the Native battalions Review* and/ 
were inspected 1 by Brigadier-General Smith, who lnspfecfcllUS 
reported upon f>hem as follows : — 

f 

“ Jbe^ sepoys Iso are much improved, and to all appear** 
ance, will be more so. A spirit of emulation amongst the 
several battalions seems evidently to prevail, which will be 
the certain means of bringing them to the greatest regu- 
larity.” 

. tie went on *o point out that their great defect lay' in, Allowance of 
their carelesss manner of firing, and impressed upon Ammunition 
Government the .absolute necessity of granting a regular 
allowance, both of blunt and ball cartridges, to enable *sed ’ 


1 Set Appendix K 
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Adjutants 
appointed to 
the Sepoy 
Battalions, 
1773. 


Their duties. 


Company of 
1 Guides, 1774 
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fhe men to practice, and he concluded with the xemark 
that- — 

“ In the king’s scr vice every regiment is allowed a certain 
quantity of powder, lead, and cax tridge- paper annually for 
exercising, and no troops require it so much as sepoys.” 

Government, ipon this, resolved to authorise the 
“ Officer Commanding a battalion, or part of a battalion, 
Ot sepoys to deliver to the Storekeeper or Quarter- 
master from time to time, indents countersigned by 
the* Commanding Officer on the spot, for whatever ammu- 
nition may be necessary for excising the sepoys. ” 

In Jr he 1773 a European officer was appointed to 
each ^battalion as Adjutant, and in order to meet the 
expense of this addition, the 10 Colormen were struck off 
the rolls, and a sum equal to the .aggregate amount of 
their pay was assigned as an allowance to the officers 
nomii ated to be Adjutants. The following order regarding 
Adjutants was issued by Government on the 17th June : — 

A 

“ It is likewise resolved that £he officers appointed Adju* 
tants in the ..sepoy battalions keep copies of all the monthly 
returns and^the proceedings of Courts-martial, likewise an 

liV' 1 1 | 

exact Roster of both the European and Black, officers, and it 
is recommended io ^hora in the strongest^ manner to be 
particularly careful to discharge their duty tfith alei^uesslfifil 
spirit, and seriously consider that an Adjutancy is the most 
eligible appointment young officers can enjoy, being the most 
conducive, of all others, towards rendering them masters of 
their professig 1 :.” ^ 

1 In April 1774 orders were given to raise a company 
of Guides from the several Native battalions in the 
Carnatic to be placed under the command of Lieutenant 
Ceils of the Artillery for the purpose of preparing a 
survey of the Carnatic. The establishment consisted of 
1 Serjeant,! Jemadar, 6 Havildar 5 ?, 6Naigues, 59 Sepoys, 
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% • 

1 Drurrftner* 1 Syrang, 1 Tipdal, 24 Lascars, 1 Carpenter, vm 
1 Smith* *1 Armouyd? 1 , 1 ^Hamrperm&i, 1 Bellows ftoy, ; — • 

l.Chicleda? This company, was reduced in December 
1775.* 


In January 1776 copies of th« Articles War in Tamil Aiticte of 
were issued^o officers in tpmmanS of Native battalions, p°efiodi- 
with orders to have* them publicly read once evejry two call ^» 
months, both to their respective .battalions, as well as td 
.all detachments therefrom. • 4 

I* March an order was Issued to the effect that t^o- # Two-thiids of 
thirds of the Subalterns posted to n batjalionot ^opoys ^ ah\ nys 
must always be present with it. • # bo prosmt 
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CHAP. Tiy.# 

% ® ^ t 

Medical Establishment.. 

• • . . 

•Establish-- # In ‘April 1771 Government * published ^ list of all 

Medical* IJedieal Offices on the establishment, in the order in 

Office*, 1771. w hi 0 h they weito to 'rank ip c future, and Also posting 
them tj> their respective stations. Ttere were seventeen 
Surgeons, three Mates qt 'Assistant Surgeons, and eight 
Hospfial Assistants, which last were not to rise above that. 

'g* 1 - 1 ®- . „ ‘ . 

Distribution. They were ported as follows-: — 


c 

t 

« 

j?urgeons. 

Mates. 

Hospital 

Assistants. 

Mrdras* * ... * 

•... 2 f 

2 

1 

Vellore 

#.. T 3 

... 

2 

Tricliinopoly ... 

3 


1 

Cuddalore 

1 

... 

1 

Masulipatam . i 

1 , 

... 

1 

Gan jam f 

1 

... 

... 

HJlorc 

2 f , 


1 • 

Vizagapatatyi 

... 

< 1 

... 

„ Balamcof^rth ... 

1 

o ... 

... 

Madura 

1 

.. c 

... 

• tj,oonamallec ... 

\.. 1 

... A 

i 

Chingleput* 

.«. •• • 


^ 1 ' 

Chicaeole 

1 

... 0 

Ml 
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CHAJPTBR IX. • 

• . * * 

FROM THE RESTORATION OF 'AlE J>ROVINfiE OF TAN JOSH 
TO THE-RAJAH IN API?1,L 1776, TO T«E INVASION OF 

THE CARNATIC SlV UYDER IN JULY 1780. 

• • 


Immediately after the restoration of tl\e province* of 
Tanjore to the Rajah, Mr. Paul Beufjcld, 1 #a Madras 
Civilian, preferred a claim upon the Tanjore rervenueS 
to the extent of. about 23 lacs of# rupees. ^This 
was rejected as fraudulent by the (Sovernor in ‘Couifcil 
after due deliberation ; but very *soon Afterwards the 
matter was again brought beforp Government at tho 


instance of certain Members of Council Vdio were per- 
sonally interested, and Mr. Benfield's claims were then 
pronounced valid by a majority of seven to five. It was 
resolved ab©ut the ^imo time that Colonel Stuart should 
be sent tib command *at Tanjore, and certain instructions 
for his guidance were prepared by # Sir Robert Fletcher, 

v . 

1 Originally an Engineer, and Contractor for works on Torhificatiohe, 
&c., &c. He was recalled by the Court of Directors in 1777, who at the 
same time made the following observations rogardiftg his transactions 
with the Government :— ** By the books of the Committee of Works from 
the year 1769-70 to tho year 1773-71, various sums stand ^dvifnccd \o 
Mr. $enfield to tho amount of upwards o{ 20?>, 26,000 ^>ago<fcis witljput 
the entry of any account to dischargo such sum, till in tho year 1774-7ff 
the whole account, then amounting to fip wards of 24)p, 60, 000 pagodas, 
is cleared off at once by an^entry said* to be for works done, but 
although t&e head of Vaul BenGeld in your accounts is thus adjusted 
by a general • entry, yet geveral other heads belonging to him stand* 
debtors at the close of the year 1774-75 in upwards of 50,000 pagodas, 

and by the dead stock received by the Ankerwycke dated a f nrtkfj> 

sum of 2,00,000 pagodas appears under the name of the Committee of 
Works, which tfhough unexplained, may be supposed tp* include the 
balances on the same account." * 


CHAP. IX. 

Arrest and 
Deposition of 
Lord Pigot, 
1776. 
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CHAP, IX* ^fche Commander -ip f -Chicf, but •Whey. it was uroposed to 

* • consider these instruction's in Council, «Lord rj/;^o‘1fefused 

to allow .it, and suspended* Wo o£ the opposition «on *a 
frivolous pretext in # order to secure a # inajjfwrity. This 
bcjing done h^ adjourned Hie Council, and published in 
Military orders tfio suspensio^of the two Members, and 
the arrest of tlie Conmiander-in-Cliitf wljo was at that 
tTipe indisposed. It was much to be regretted that such 
unconstitutional measures were resorted to, for there is • 
*no*6oubt that .Lord Pigot Was hot only an able* but wjiat 
was then much rpore rare, .an honest man also. 
f Such tieing the state of affairs the majority took steps 
to assume the government, and on the night of the 24tli 
Aifgust *1*770, when 'Lord Pigot was on his return home 
from Council <i*long with Colonel Stuart 1 who had accom- 
panied him, apparently in the most friendly manner, the 
carriage was stopped a few hundred yards from the fort, 
near the spot where the statue of Sir Thomas Munro 
now stands, by the Adjutant -General Lieutenant-Colonel 
Edington, *and Captain Lysaglit. (Colonel «Stuart then 
quitted th$ carriage, and desiring. Captain 'Lysaght to 

*■ t _ * 

take his place, Lord,, Pigot was driven /o St. Thomas* 
•Amount where ho aihived about 9 p.m., a tp& was placed in 
effurge $f Major Horne of the artillery who coffimanded * 

the station. 1 • 

« • 

The following are copies of the most important orders 
isSued 'on«this extraordinary 9 ccasion : — 

« ' « o', 

' “Fort St. George, 22nd August c 1776. 

, t 

Suspension of “ The Right' Honorable* the President and Council having • 
Hi ought it necessary to suspend Gdorge Stratton, avd Henry 
« Brooke, Esquires, from the Honorable Company’s service ; 

t 

* l This/dRcer was the next in seniority to Sir Robert Fletcher. He 
became Comma nder-in-CMef in 1782. In September 1788 he was 
arrested on {hv*piciou of being' concerned in an attempt to subvert the 
Government, and be watf sent to England in October. 
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the honors of second of tbfc coast devolvfe > on Claude Hassell, c HAP. IX. 

EsquirS; v *;]y) is to recoi ve them accordingly.” . * 

• ’* • 1 •> » 

0 „ ' a * . . 

“^flRTaST. &EORGE, 23 rd AcJGUST 17/G. * 1 

*> -» > 

“TheRigJit Honorable the President jyitf Council having Arresl*of tho 
been pleased to orde^Brigadier-General Sir Robert Fletcher in Chief 1 
arrest for being* concerned in qirculati/ig letters tending 
excite and cause mutiny and sedition among the troops' in 
' this garrison, Colonel James Stuart is ordered to take upon 
hinf the command of the troops ii^Hhis Presidency, anil all 
reports and returns are to be made to him r.ccordihgly.” 

It is clear from this order, and from Lord Pigot's 
subsequent conduct th:*t (Colonel SStuurt’s cpuij/licity 
was never suspected. * 

Tho following proclamation or order was 'published Proclamation 
on the 25th August by the members A Government assumption of 
opposed to Lord Pigot : — ' by 

(# “ By George Stratton, Esquire, President, henry Brooke, 

Sir Robert %t Fletcher, Charles Floycr, Archd^le Palmer, 

Francis J.our*tan, and George Mackay, Esquires, of Council of 
Fort St. George. ' ' 

“ The illegal, < ^violent, and unconstitir^jnal conduct of Lord , 

Pigot, iato President of the Council, aided and «assjsted by 
Messrs. Russell, JDalrymple, and Stone, in' breaking through 
the positive orders of the Company, have compelled us, for,tho 
future welfare and preservation of the affairs of the Compary, 

•to o^der Lord Pigot into arrest, jyid # to suspend* from Jhe 
Company’s semee tho other three gentlemen until the 
Company’s pleasure be known ; and George Strhtton, Esquire, 
being th^noxt senior serv&nt to Lord Pigot, is, agreeable to 
the orders of the Company, appointed President, and is to bo - 
obeyed as such, and all the officers and soldiers upon this 
establishment are hereby commanded fco pay due obedi'ence to 
our orders signed by ourselves or our Secret^, we, the 
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CHAP. IX? majority of the Coiificil, being the § onlj legal representative® 
► ~ • • of tks Company. . • * • . 0 *'* 

. (Signed) GTEORGB STRATTON.- 

( i„ ), ROBERT FLETCHER. 

• ( ) * charle's floyer. 

•( „ ) AfibllE. PALMER. 

( „ ) FRANCI^JOIJRDAN. 

( *„ ) ‘GEORGE MACKAY.” 


The garrison * Un the 26th Augjisfc fcwcf significant orders \^ere 
SoiiatTon ^ published .by the new Government, one to the effect that 
fhe co»cfuct of the officers and men composing the garrison 
had teen so satisfactory 1 that it was intended to make 
thfcm a ‘donation b/ way of acknowledgment; the other 
announced the appointment of CJaptain Lysaght to be 
Town Major of Fort St . George. 

Tift* first of* these orders having elicited unfavorable 
comments on tho part of the public, the Commanding 
Officers 2 in the fort subsequently considered it necessary 
to explain that their conduct had tjpen actuated by tho 


purest motives, but they did not neglect tho 4 opportunity 
to mention that tin* promised donation had not yet 

• (J)ecoipb<?r 1776) Rtfen paid. jl A . 

Government On the 28th August Mr. #Stratton*and his colleagues* 

off or terms to 
Lord Pigot, 
which ho 

declines to # 

accent. < - -* • 

1 • «»• to 

• « 

1 This probably alludes to ttjp following circtnn stance. One of the 

members of Council belonging to Lord Pigot’s party addressed the 
men ot^ the main guard, and others of tty? garrison on the afternoon of 
the 24th, and endeavoured to induce them to place th€ opposing 
Councillors under restraint, which they refused to do. 

8 Major Cook, Commanding 1st battalion, 2nd Regiment. 

* Captain Ediugton, Commanding 4th Carnatic Battalion, also Adjutant- 
General with official rank^f Lieu tenant- Colonel. 

Captain Barclay, Commanding 7th Carnatic Battalion. 


informed* Lord Pigot by letter that he might select his 
own residence provided that he would pledge his word of 
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honor*' to^reifiain in qui^tpess 1 within the bounds ef such #3 a*P. ix. 
settlen?e^t tfntil^u Company'^ pleasure shall be kpown - ** 

concerning your Lordshi]5\cQnduct, and ours respectively. 

If your Lqyrfship should be pleased to consent tc^ th^ 
proposal, we will order the best house in such settlement 
to be prepared for your ^reception, that every necossary 
be furnished you at the Company's expense, and that every 
respect and attention be paid to your person." This 
letter ended with the following words : — ’ 

“ If your Lordship should prefer qtnbarking for Europe* in’ 
one of the Company’s ships, we will’ order ^rou every accom- 
modation in our power.” 

Lord Pigot refused to make any terms* with men whom Lord Pigot 
he stigmatised as traitors, and he continued to* reside? in 177 y 

the house of Major Borne at the liIount°until tho 28th 9j 
April 1777 when he was removed to the Government 
House at Madras for change of air at tho recommendation 
.of Surgeon Gilbert Pasley, and he died there on the 10th 
of May. There aro no grounds for supposing that he was 
otherwise than kindlv and liberally treated after his arrest. 

Ilis family were permitted to live with him, an allowance 
of seventy rupees a day was granted for his table, and 
the records si m that he was not only allowed to tal^e* 
carriage exercise at his pleasure, but alsd to make 
excursions into.the country. His natural irritability, his 
impatience of restraint, and the depression caused by tho 
loss of position consequent ->on hjs own intemperate 
conduct are generally believed to* have brought on tha 

illness of which he eventually died. 

0 

5 * 7 

1 When he arrived at the Mount on the night of the 21th August, ho 
harangued the gnarc} of 'artillerymen at Major Ilorne’s house, told 
them he was himself an old soldier who had served with them $!t tly> 
defence of Port St. George, and used other arguments to induce them 
to espouse his cause. 
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chap! fi/LJ 

Th© Suprtf/ne 
Government 
support Mr. 
Stratton and 
his colleagues, 
c 

Final (Trdorfl 
from 
England, 
1777. 


General , 
Stuart sus- 
pended, 1777. 


Service 
against Vie 
Chittoor 
Poly gars, 
177 7- 


# The Governor- General and Cpu^icil on beibg infoftned of 
the circumstances connected witli th^iy. ..:t of'Ldr&Pigot, 
acknowledged the authority* of *ohe majority in Coun'cil, 
tynd resolved to support them in «the .Govern^nent. 

^ t « 0 . 

In J une 1773 the Cojirt of Directors sent out orders for 
the restoration ol Lord PigoVbut they at fcliePsame time 
signified their sense of his indiscretion by adding a proviso 
requiring him to resign at the expiration of a week from his 
resumption of office, and to return to England as soon as 
possible. The Members of Council on both sides w&re 
recalled jn ‘order, that an enquiry might be made into their 
conduct. The several officers concerned were ordered to 
be tried. BrigatVer-Ggneral Stuart was suspended, but 

** * , * J 

owing to certain technical objections, he was not brought 
to trial until 1780, when he was acquitted on the plea that 
he had acted under the, legitimate orders of the majority 
of Council, which majority constituted the Government. 
Major Horne, jmd Captains Edington and Lysaght escaped 
trial in consequence of the acquittal of their principal. v 

In April r ,l777 advice having beeiv received from the 
Mauritius^ ef the death of Sir Robert Fletcher ixf Decem- 
ber 1770, Brigadier-General Stuart succeeded to the 
‘vacant, cohnnand wliich he held until tj /j 31st 1 . August 
when he was suspended by orders, from England in • 
consequence of 4 his share in the arrest l>f Lord Pigot. 
Colonel Rosa Lang of the Company's service, being the 
next senior officer, tf>ok hfs place. 

‘ In August 1777 a held force consisting of tlfreo. 1 « 
battalions of sepoys, a ddtachment of artillery, and the 
company of Guides, 2 all under the command of Lioutenant- 


1 The 5th, 9th, and 14th battalions (the 5th, 9th, and 34th Regiments 

* This company was reduced and reformed on two occasions between 
1775 and 1780. 
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history o$ mr madias ajmy. 

• • i * % 

Ooloufl Cosby, were ordered to assemble at Sholinghur # 0 HAP.IX. 
for s^i&e uhe refractory Rolygars in the* hills # 

pear ChitEoor. . The natural <iifficulj;ies of the country 
being grea^ the service # was harassing, but it* was suc- 
cessfully accomplished in a few months. * # 

The fort of Vizianagriftn in Clfinna JCimedy was talsen Noitbtra 
by a detachment ufider Captain Candler in October 1776. 177 ^ 77 ' 

About the middle of 1777,*in consequence of disputes 
. between the Rajah of Vizianagram and his brother, the 
former was ordered to proceed to I^adras, and Lieutea&nt* 

Colonel Brathwaite was directed 'to take possession 1 of 
the fort at Vizianagram which was done on Djc 28tfi 
August, and tho following garrison l^ft therein* viz., 
one company Europeafi grenadier?*, Iwo coiftpamo* of 
sepoys, and a detachment ot‘ Artlllory. • The posts at 
Ankapilly, Coorpam, Royaguddah, Goompohram, and 
Madigole were occupied about tho same time# Tho 
ordinary stations of the troops in the *Northern Circars 
at this period were — Aska, Ganjam, ItchSpoor, Jelmoor 
near Kim^dy, Chicacolef Letchampett, V^zagapatam, 

Saloor, Belgam Parwattypoor, Ellore, Condapilly, Masuli- 
patam, and Samulcottah. ^ # 

Tho tfourt V Directors in a fefrieP, dated dltli JunQ Salaries of 
■ 1777, having strictly prohibited all mercantile .dealings tnd ^onncTu 
on the part of ♦heir servants, fixed the* future ^salaries of lor ^777 
the Governor and Councillors as follows : — • 

“ In consideration of the exported services of ouf Gtrverifbr 
anddPresident, ^.nd of our Council 6f Fort St. George, and of 
the restrictions and prohibitions to which thgy are subjected 
by preceding regulations, we direct that every Governor and 

% # • 

s • 

» • 

1 This transaction is not mentioned either by Mill or Marsbman, 

whose accounts of tho affairs of Vizieram Rauze and his ffrotl^or 
Seetaram do not go further back than Sy Thomas Rumbold’s time 
in 1778 . - . 

41 


VOh. 1. 
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' • • ' 1 # . 0 ^ ' 
CHAP. IX. • Presijldht of Fort St.* George aforesaid, after Lord Pigot, be 

• . allowfd and paid tte f cewtain and esl r J3itshecl ^alifry of 
40,000 pagodas 1 by the year, asnji each of flid Council for the 
• timejbeing, except as hereafter is mentioned, 1&$00 pagodas 
by the year, such salary td any perscn who shall have a 
Military Command, to be in full of all pay and allowances as 
a Military Commander, except such Field allowances as the 
Ceurt of Directors sljall think fit to make r to him whilst 
employed on service in the Field. 


“ And we direct that all such salaries to such Governor 
aiid President, and Council, shall be in lieu of all fees of 
office, 'and that ng perquisites, emoluments, and advantages 
whatsoerof, shall be accepted, received, or taken, by such 
Governor and President, and Council, or any of them, in any 
manner, or <on any account or pretence whatsoever. 


Sir Thomas 
Rumbold and 
Sir Hecfdr 
Munro 


<l Except that the Governor and President shall continue 
to have the advantage of residing in the Fort House, together 
with the use e ( oftho Company’s plate, an£ furniture, and shall 
^likewise ba allowed to take such commission iin Coral as 
hath usually been allowed to be taken by the Governor of 
thg said Presidency. ^ ‘ 

In February 1778 Sir Thomas R\jmbold arrived at 
Madras from England, and took his sea* as Governor. 
Major-General ftector Munro assumed command of the 
Ahny dt the same tirpe. 

•O V, 

<• Wak with France, 1778. 

b ... 
During the month of ‘ June, Gpvernment, in anticipa- 
tion of the declaration in Europe of war with'France, 
made preparations to attack Pondicherry and the other 


1 In former days, before Uic depreciation *of silver, these sums were 
equivalent to 4,000 and £5,660 respectively 
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FrencB settlements on the coast, and a strong force 1 wa^ •CHAP. 13 L 
assembled for A^purpose. The settlement at Yanam • 

in the Northern -Circars •was; taken on the 31st July, and 
the fort aijjiHown of Karical surrendered on * the 11th ( 

August to ffcre •companies o£ the *12th battalion sent 
from Nagore. w " 

The main army encamped near Pondicherry on the Capture of 
8th August, blit ground was not tyroken until the 8#h Pondlchorr y^ 
September. Batteries were opened on the 18th idem, and 
the place capitulated on t^e Jl7th October after an oJ>cti- # 
nafe defence, during which the- # loss 2 of the English 
amounted to 49 Europeans killed, and 122 wefunded, and 
153 natives killed, and 496 wounded. • 

Two hundred and sixby-frve pieces of serviceable? ord- 
nance were taken, besides'&bout 6,QG0 muskets and 100 
rifles. * • 


The French lost 84 Europeanslfilled, and 238 wounded. 


52 sepoys and topasses killed, and 94 wounded. 

During this year the Nawaub’s troops were withdrawn Certain Forts 
from the forts at Ginjeft, Carangooly, Thiaghur, and tic garrisoned 
Wandiwash 4 and wdre replaced by English Sepoys com- 
manded by Europesm officers/ % 


4 * , 

1 The Artillery i* om the Mount, and the Battering Train froyi Tricjp* 

• nopoly. ' , * • * 

The First and Second battalion s*of the two European Regiments. 

Party of recruits destined for Bengal. • * 

The 2nd, 8th, 9th, 10th, 12th, 13th, 16th, 17th, 18th, 19th, and*21st 
battalions, (represented by the 2nd, 8th, 9th, 10th, 12th^ 19th, 16$i, 

. 17th, and 20ih Regiments N.I.). * f * •, • # 

* • The Grenadier •ompanies of the 1st, 3rd, 4th, 5th, 6th, 7th, 11th? 

14th, 16th, and 20th battalions (represented by the existing Regiments 
bearing the same numbers, with the exception of the Soth, which is the 
present l^th). • * • 

Sixteen Grenadier companies from the eight Circar battalions (not,* 
represented). 

One oompany of Marksmen. 

Nawaub's troops of each arm— particulars not known. 

* Vide Appendix L. 
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" t • * 

ch ap. I X? Disputes between? .the Civil* and Qfficers. 

• " ~ W * • * • 

Frequent serious disputes # h&vipg takfcn place about 

$his # time between Major Mathews, commanding the 
troops in the Northern Circars, and the ChiGf and council 
at Masulipatam/twhosS authority extended a^ far north 
as Ankapilly then the southern boundary of the district 
ot Vizagapatam ; Government considered it necessary to 
lay dortn certain rules defining the powers to be exercised 

• by* /be Civil and Military authorities respectively, and 
they accordingly issued an order on the subject in 
DecemJ>6r/ from* which the following are extracts : — 

“ Whereas many and great inconveniences have arisen to 
tho Pubtid Service by*disputes between the Company’s Chief 
Civil and Military Servants at tlie Subordinate Settlements, 
respecting* the separate military powers vested in each, and 
whereas in the# several ‘contests that have been unhappily 
raised on the subject, it appears evident that the Military 
servants liavo*in general, not only exceeded the bounds of 
their just authority, but have evrn thrown off the appearance 
of that respect and deference which tlfe Compaftiy’s Orders, 

- and the necessity of the service require to be paid to the 
Chief Civil Servants entrusted with the direction and man- 

* agemeyt oV their aifairs at the subordinate settlements . 1 

“ The' Honorable the President and Select Committee view-’ 
ing those ^roccqfiings in a most serious and*important light, 
and being extremely desirous of putting a stop to the confu- 
sion tfiat« has # already rcsufte(J from them, of restoring the. 
•authority of the Company's Chief Civil Servants, aflQd of» 
tracing such a f /?lear and strong line as may be most likely to 
prevent all future misun&orstandings, have thought proper to 

• come to the following resolutions, which are to be implicitly 

* obeyed.” 

# £ , 

# • 

* 1 Suclma Mcmlipatam, Vizagapatam, CuddaWe, &e., &c, 

f 
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The following is an abstract ef the^e resolutions*:— % V)3 a?. ix. 

. I. Akall sfaSons where the Company have a £hief ite^tonaV 
• and # Council,* or a •Resident, {he keys are to be in Gove ™ meut * 
tl& % cu^tody‘of the ppincip^l Civil Servant* who 
is to give* out the phrole, and Jo be furnished 
With regular returns of the trdops. Should the 
settlement or station be attacked, then the keys 
to be delivered to tfie sonifix* Military Officer # In 
whom the whole executive power is to be vested 
• .until the enemy*shall have been repulsed. •* • 

II. The Chiefs in Council, or Residents/ may order 

and employ the troops on any service, Aijd also 
issue such instructions as th?y may thinjs pro- 
per relative to the execution of such service 4 ! 

III. No order of the Commander-m-Chic^f is to be 

published in any SubSrdinnte Settlement until 
countersigned by the Chief Civil Servant, “ nor • 
shall any garrison order whatever be published 
by, or in the name of the Commander-in-Chicf 
oj the trdops in such Subordinates without 
ifoeing first* approved and signed the Chief ^ 
f Civ^J* Servant.” . 

IV. Copies of all military orders of consequence jfrifl , 

be sgnt by the Secretary to flovornment to the 

Chiefs of Subordinate Settlement*? for their 

information. 9 , 

t# V. Officqys commanding troops at sufch efettlen*ents • 

* are to correspond wijh the Chiefs regardmg all 

matters except such Us relate to regimental 

* detail and military discipline. 9 

• * 

VI. Orders of the Commander-in-Chief granting leave 

to officers at out-stations are to be sent under 

* & 

allying seal to the Chief Civil Servant. 
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CHAP. MC.^ * VII^ No officer is to ' xerciSe a general oommaiM over 
# # the troopfa wirlnn, or depeneUw^uptn #ny r Sub- 

onliuate Settlement, unless specially - appointe4 
thereto. € • # f 

VlH. No Military (Officer in the Cirtyirsns correspond 
with & ^ Rajah, Zcuiindar, or other country 
Power, except when* on service, or in case of 
emergency.^ Copies of such Correspondence 
are to bo sent to the Chief of the Settlement. 

The 3rd and • Government, on furthor consideration, would seem to 
Mon?re^ U " ^ ave become aware of the* impropriety 1 of some of these 
voked, 1779. resolutions* for m January following they revoked that 
by which the countersignature of the Chief Civil Servant 
wa% ifequired before^ any order f of the Commander-in- 
Chief could be .promulgated a? a subordinate settlement. 


1 Therlmpolicy of the resolutions which were still allowed to continue 
in force was thus remarked upon by* Colonel Fullarton, H.M.’s 98th 
Regiment, in his # very able letter on the English interests in India 
addressed to Lord Macartney and the Members of the Madras Govern- 
ment in 1785 f 

“Various circumstances of contention hacPfor many*years excited 
enmity between the Civil and Military. These habits of disunion were 
greatly strengthened during the government of Sir Thomas Rumbold, 
when the pretensions ^ y jjfrr Subordinate Civil Sonants fv^re either 
established eft confirmed. * 

* *<»By thq regulations to which I allude, the Cogimandant df a Garrison 

or Province came und^r the detail dbmmand of the Civil Chief. The 
Chief received repeats and parols, kept the keys of the garrison, and 
had direction of stores, magazines and defences in the fort. Hence 
it happened during the late war fc.e. 1780-84) that the command was 
not delegatfd tf* the Mifitary Officer until the enemy were in motion 
gainst the place. Then it was only so delegated' that the Tlhiof 
might # provide for his own safetj, and throw the odium of surrender on 
the Commandei , ThuR, instesyl of a regular Military control, a system 
mntic arpmosity prevailed. The MagazinSs were left without^grain, the 
Tisons without stores, and the country so destitute of preparation, 
that on the irruption of Hyder Ally, the fftrts in the Carnatic fell 
an eas« prey to the invader. These irritations were too frequently 
increased* by Military vehemence on the one hand, and by assumptions 
of the Civ 1 ! Service on the other/’ 
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and also that which dircwiod the* transmission to the. said’ 1DHAP. IX. 
Civil T^eiw'mt, TSncS^r Hying seal, uf all orders granting . * * 

lhave # of absence to Military# Officers. * , 

l ‘ 

» • • • 

TSxPEifrrroN to Maiik, 1779. 

9 » ? 

Early in^L 779 a force 1 * under Lieutenant-Colonel Brath- 
vvaite was sent* against the French settlement at Malje 
on the western coast, a few miles south of tlm English 
fort at To Hi cherry, then under the authority of the 
Gowcrnm&nt of Bombay. r l*hc place-surrendered in Maxell, 
soon after which two companies of arljilgry, the 
European battalion with the exemption of one coZnpony, 
and eight companies of the 4th battalion of sepoys, were 
sent round to Madras. ,J3ight companies of the *5rd 
battalion returned to their station at Madura about the 
same time, landing at An jengo, and marching through the 
Travancore country. The following order was issued by • 
Government on the occasion of the capture j — 

“ Fort Si. Geor8e, 23rd Atril 1779 , 

• • • 

“ The Honorable th^ President and Select Committee take iliaa t *, 

this method of ^expressing their ontjre satisfaction in the 0°*' uuueni;, 
conduct <jfthe <?$icers and troops employed oh the expedition . 

/to Mah£, and of returning their thanks to dhejn. Tfle • 

Honorable the President and Select Committee having with 
much pleasure received information of the vfcry chearful paid 
soldierlike manner in which the 3rd. 4th, and 20th battalions 
of segoys (commanded by Chptaii^s Fraser, ^[uiilhead, q^nd 
Walker) embarl&d at Anjengo for the service of the expedition P 
to Mahe, think it proper to ex press J;he highest approbation 
of the Zealand good condfict shown on this occasion, •which 


1 Three companies of Artillery. 

One battalion of European Infantry. 

The 3rd, 4th, and 20th 3 Carnatic battaftonis (3rd, lib, 
Regiments N.I.)8 9 0 ° 


and 19th 
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CHAP, tx# •reject* great “honor on the said battalions, aild the European 
c , Officers belonging to Ihem. ® * * 

“ T? he President and Select Qommittee desire that the Cbm* 
manding 6fficert» of tl/e said three t battalions will particularly 
explain to the black ^fficcrsj and sepoys the flense which the 
Committee entcri ,in of their behaviour, and the attachment 
they have shown to the Company’s service.” * 

* Shortly after the t capture of the place, Oolonel Brath- 
waite « commenced to demolish the fortifications, and 
t cor^oleted that work by the, end of August. 


Demolition 
of Mahe. 


The Detach- j n October Government determined to send the detach- 
ment moves \ , 

toTellicherry. rnent Qii to Guzerat in order to join the army under 

General Goddard, and Orders were issued to that effect, 

but before the troopo could be embarked, the authorities 

at Tellichcrry made an urgent requisition for assistance 

in consequence of the place being threatened by a large 

body «of Nairs, who had commenced hostilities at the 

instigation of Hyder. This requisition was immediately 

complied with, and the detachment moved to Tellicherry 

early in December. About/ the end of that month 

Colonel Bfathwaite embarked for % Pondichprry, to the 

commandV)f which ho had been appointed, leaving Major 

John CotgraveJ i£ cb^-ige of Tellicherry. ‘yj ^ 

* t • 

Demolition of '"About fee end of this year the v demolition of the, 

catimiTa^' fortifications at Pondicherry, which h^d been begun 
Pondicheiry. immediately afier the capitulation, were completed. 


* l < A retnrti of the detachment under Major Cotgrare, dated May 
1780,toxhibits the following details : — % 

Artillery— 1 Captain, 3 Subalterns, 41 Non* Commissioned t)£8cers 
and men. f * - 

I Infantry — X Captain, 4 Subalterns, 52 Non-Commissioned Officers 

c and men. 0 t 

Grenadier companies, 3rd and 4th battalions — 4 Subalterns, 4 
Serjeants, 8 Native Officers, 297 Non-Commissioned Officers and men, 
20th battalion— 1 Cap tw*n, 10 Sabalterns, 7 SerjeantB, 20 Native 
Officers, 696il{on-Commission«,d Officers and men *, 


* I , , w »• 
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Notning particular appears to hav<j taken place* in thcfc AP. IX. 

Northern Ohe*, ^during 1779 beyftnd some desultory Novflieru ^ 
BerVice in the* hills,, arfd # Uie captitre of the fort at Circarrf. 
Palcondah,.^iich was token in Ji^ly by* a detachment • 
from Chicacote under CaptainT Lysaght. , 

i • 1 


Detachment in Guntoor, 1779-80. 

• # 

In January *17 79 the Government of Madras entered Guntoor 

into a treaty with Basal ut Jung, brother of thcoNizam, BusalutJung. 
by which it was agreed Hi^t the Guntoor Ci rear should 
be^nadet>ver to the East India Company in consideration 
of a certain annual payment, a'ud of assistance in the w^y 
of troops whenever necessary. Shortly after thiseigree- 
ment was concluded tl*) district wjjs Ibc to tVJNfl^aub 
for ten years, and a corps «composc<J of five companies of 
sepoys was raised for* service therein. Marly *in May, at *• 
the requisition of Basalut Jung, wlmst^ territory near Ilyder 
Adoni was threatened by, Ilyder, a detachment 1 under uTrpcr'B 
Lieutenant-Colonel Harper was sent from Madras and " llircl * 
landed at Mootapilly on ike seaboard of Guntoor. r JPhe Adorn. * 
detachmenC marchcfl. to Inacondah, and had not pro- 
ceeded far beyond tjlat place when Colonel ll^-per found 
the passes so ||Tongly occupied b^flj <Jer's troops that lie 
did not 'attempt to forco thorn, but returned to luacordjtth* # 
where the detachnfent wus«reinforced # during September 
by a company of artillery, two companies of infantry, 
and the 1st battalion of sepoys. Early in NoyemVjpr 
Lieutenant- Colonel Baillie was sent*fco conujiaijd, but # the 
marcJi towards Adoni was not resumed, for Hyde** hacf 
in the meantime entered BaSaljit Jungle country, and 
compelled him to request the English not to advance. p 

! • • t 

<» 

1 One company of Artillery. # 

A detachment of European Infantry — particulars not found. • 

The 7th and 11th Carnatic battalions, (7th and 11th Eegiments) and 
the 2nd Circar#battalion (not represented). f • * 

vol. i. * 45, , 
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•The Detach- 
ment moves 
*to Ellore, 

1780. 

Service m 
Guzerg^,1780. 


Resignation 
of Sir Thomas 
Rumbold. 


Enemy r& * 
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‘ c ( * ‘ r 

E^rty in 1780 Cglonel Baillip jvas sent to Ellore, there 
to regain until further orders. r * f * o * 

In the *nontJi of February* a detachment under Cqjonel 
George Brown, const sting t of one company *tof artillery 
wfth six field p^ces, one bkttalion of European infantry, 
and the 8th Carrfatic battalion of sepoys, embarked for 
Surat, and joined General Goddard near fawunghur in 
April. Shortly afterwards^ Captain Walker was detached 
to Oulpar near Surat with the 8th battalion in order to 
Vcp^i an incursion of the Mahruttas under Ganpss Pijnt, 
which service was successfully performed. 

In Jlie month of April ( Sir Thomas Rumbold 1 resigned 
the government du account of his l^ealth, and was succeeded 

temporarily by Mr. Whitehill, «£lie senior Civil Servant. 

‘ «■ * . 

At daybreak on the 5th May the detachment at 
Tellicherry w?s attackbd by a body of Nairs estimated 
at about 1,000 men, some of whom effected an entrance 
into the forfy but after a sharp struggle they were 
repulsed with the loss of 21 7 i?ien killed and wounded.* 


1 Sir Thomas Rumbold was a Subaltern'dn the Madras Army in 
1763. He accompanied the force to Bengal in 1C56, ar^d served at 
.Plassey as a< Captain. fc He^ntered the Bengal Civil Service * about the 
yef*r 176b, an£ becamo Chief of the Factory at Patna. 

His administration at Madras hr*9 been described as corrupt, and * 
his policy regarding the Guntoor Circar has been geuerally condemned, 
but 4)here are good grounds for believing that neither the imputation 
ryor the t censure were just. 

These giSjundgi are set, forth at length in the appendix to the 1st 
4*volfime of iSfarslimau’s Histoty. t «s 
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• %o5ap. ix. 
— — . # 

* J • • • 

EijRbPEAK 1776-1780. # 

The Europgai* troop was broken tup in 1777, and tlft Redaction of 
Non-Commissioned officers and .men - were distributed Troo^lW 8 ^ 
amongst the Eur<jpean and Native battalions, according 
to the discretion o*f the Comiyander-in-Chief. • # 

During the siege of Pondicherry in 1778 the m<*n were Troop 
brought together again iji'jl mounted. Soon aftej.thy ^again* 
capture <5f the place the troop was sent to Conjeveram 
and remained there until the end of 1 7 7$, • when jt 
marched back to Pondicherry was reduced, the«horses 

being made ever to thebNawaub, aryl Hie men .^utr tj do 
duty in the garrison. 
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CHAP IX.# • 

* . . . • % 

Native Cavalry^, 177/5-1 780. ^ 

1 • Between 1770 arul/;:lio end of 1778 the ISfaGive cavalry 

• • • 0 m 

in the service of the Nawaufr consisted # of about 3,600 men 

• - • c 

divided into sevoif regiments, qf which three oi*four were 
commanded by Company's officers, fturijig that period 
thq men wore in a clfronic state of mutiny in consequence 
r of the extreme length of time they were kept without 
£>ayV On one occasion they 'confined their officers, ^nd 
were only prevented from proceeding to further extremi- 
ties by largo advance of money, which was made by 
Colonel James af^ the artillery out of his own private 
means, 5nd which Was not refunded to him for many 
years. In October 1578 another mutiny took place near 
Palamcottab, when it wa<s found necessary to attack and 

disperse the regiment, and to execute a number of the 

• • 

men. 

These events caused Government to arrange for the 
payment of. arrears, and to recommqpd the reduction of 
the establishment to three regiments of 300* men each, 
which was carried into pffect about the beginning of 1779. 
A body of f this Catfalrf under Company's officer^ served 
'uncier S-fir liector Munro at the siege qjf Pondicherry, 
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, *C&AP. IX. 


. ’■ -^RT^LLBRY^lfTC-lTeO. 

In JuneSF777 the riftik of Captain- Lieutenant w^s 
abolished in ^ihe artillery, and all officers holding tjtiat 
rank at the time were promoted to b« Captains in the 
Army. • 

• In July 1778 the establishment 4 of the battalion, "of 
artillery was revised and fixed as follows 


•1 Lieutenant- Colonel. 

1 Major. 

8 Captains. 

16 Lieutenants. 

16 Lieutenant Fireworkers. 
1 Adjutant. 

1 Quartermaster. 

1 Quartermaster- Serjeant. 
1 Drill Serjeant. 


> Drill Corporal. 
1 Drunj-Majgr. 

1 Fife -Major. 

40 Serjeants. 

48 Corporals ' 1 
80 Gunners. 

432 Matrosscs. 

8 Drummers. 

16 Fifers. 


Grade of 
Captain- 
Lieu tenant 
aboli$fced, 
1777. 


Revision of 
the Estab- 
lishment, 
1778. 


The establishment of a company consist&d of — 


1 Captain. * 

2 Lieutenants. 

2 Lieutenant Fireworkers. 
5 Scjjj'eants/ 


6 Corporals. 
10 Gunners. * 
54 Matrosscs. J 
1'DnJmpier. 


2 Fifers. 

The Lieuteq^nt-Colonel *and Major* were not to have 
companies. • * % 


In August 1779 the corps# of Lascars was ordered to Corps of 
,be farmed intp twenty-four companies, eaca cfcmpanyjfco % 1779 ' 

consist of 1 Syrang, 3 Tindal^, and 50 Lascars. Eight 
of these companies werp placed *\mder the sole direction 
of the Commandant of artillery, who was instructed » 
either to attach them to the several companies of 
artillery, or to make such other disposition of them *as 
might be approved of by the Cqm&ander-in-Chief. 
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CHAP. A./, 


% 

Progress, * 
1776-80 % . • 

•• 


Siege of 
Mahe, 1779. 


Engineers* 1 7f 6- J 780; • 

. • J * 

• In December 177} Cap Jain George Jfault? was pro- 
moted to be Majpr and Director # of Engineers, vice Stevens 
killed at PondichSrry. » ^ 

# Tbe cbrps at that time consisted of— « 

• ^ 1 Lieutenant- Colonel and Chief Engineer. 

1 Major and Director. 

3 Captains and* Sub-Directors. 

1 I^ieuteijant and Sub-Engineer. 

• 5 Ensigns and Practitioners. 


Tli$ undermentioned officers # were employed at the 
siege of Mahe in 1779, viz. : — . 

Major Robert Kelly of the European Infantry, Chief 
Engineer. • * 


Captain Theobald. ^ 


Lieutenant Digby, 
# * Ensign Bcllasis. 


^ Corps of Engineers. 
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, -jOHAP. IX. 

• European Infantry, 15?6-1780. * — . 

• ' ^ " •• ) * j 

• In May 1776* Ooloner fames Stilart was appointed co ^ 

Second in jQdmmand of* the troopsjin the Madras Presi- ki Command/ 
denoy, and pasted *to the 1st* European Regiment/\jith 1W ’, 
the comn^nd of the fort and garrison Vellore. •» 

Towards the elld of the year he succeeded to the Revision of 
temporary command of th£ Armj^ and on the l?th Regimental 
December issued an order regarding the necessaries of Neceaaaj:ies - 
the European Infantry, from which the following# are 
extracts : — 

“The Acting Commander-in- Chief has thought proper do 
diminish the quantity of necessaries formerly ordered * 1 to bo 
provided by every soldier, which are jiofy to be fcjur* shirts 
made full and long, three iriack necjccloths, and one white 
ditto, to clasp, three waistcoats made to button low down, 1 
two pair breeches made full, to cohae up web upon the belly, 
and to cover the knees, twq pair of pantaloons, two pair of » 
stockings, regimental uniforms, one pair of tylack gaiters to 
button, two pair of shoes. # * * * * 

“ The Cotnmander*n- Chief takes this occasion to say that Dress. 

* • j . > 

in respect t& the dresa of the soldier he does not expect all 
the precision and exactflfes of a Europe parade*, he knows 
the climfltte will not admit of it, ffut h£ e^pect^ a uniform 
soldierlike^ appearance in the whole army, answerable to*lhe * 
means afforded*by the Honorable Company which are very 
ample; for the condition of a private soldier here in jbeir 
service, is to his knowledge better than in any other, service 
, in th& known world.” * , * 3 , 

In, February 1777, at the recommendation of the Appointment 
Commander-in - C h ief, an Assistant Adjutaht-General was ant^djuTant. 
appointed with J,n additional allowance of five shillings General, 1777. 
a day. Lieutenant • Samuel Hoare was the first officer* 
who held this appointment. f 0 j 

o 1 These orders have n$)t been found. a J 
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Accelerated 
Promotion. ‘ 


Foreign < 
Legion. 


Soldiers in 
private 
employ 
remanded to 
their Corps, 
1778. 


iHttalior* of 
Invalids for 
garrison 
duty. v 
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1 ^ . 0 •' f ' ’ 
r The* augmentation of the Native Army' in -December 
1776, and again in April 1777 tp the, esprit c" eleven 
battafions in* all, caused considerable promotion in the* 
European Infantry, fis it created vacancies for eleven 
(Captains, and a considerably number of Lieutenants. 

The foreign fyunpariies wefe still employed in the 
Northern Circars at this period, butvtho officers were 
debarred from exorcising any command further than 
over tlicir own men. The following is a copy of an order 
pn t]us subjoct, dated 6th May 1777: — 

“ Lieutenant Daniel ferule to be Captain of the Foreign 
Lpgion, tc rtfnk asf youngest Captain on the list of the army, 
and ne*er to rise higher, brt without deriving any authority 
from thenqe of commanding any post, or place, without an 
express commission for the purpose.” 

The practice of employing soldiers or sepoys in the 
performance of duties rnou purely military had frequently 
been prohibited, but judging from the following notifi- 
cation published in June 1778, when the army destined 
for Pondicherry was about to assemble at Conjeveram, it 
would seem that the order had not been strictly observed 
in high plrces : — ^ 

“The following Eurunean soldiers and ^epoys to be 
re+urnetj immediately to their respective corps : — 


Names. 

Rj>nk. 

Corps. 

Occupation 

By whom occupied < 

ThorLis Hudson 
Thoinns Newton 

T nomas -Mitchell 
James A\ lute i 

Joh Webstel 

G l . Jrorman 

J. Edv, ards 

Gunner 
Mat toss 
Coiporal 
Pm ale' 
I)o. 

Do. 

Do. 

Ail tilery 

Do 

Invalid . 

1st Bn 1st Regt. 
Do. 

Do. 

2nd Bn. 1st Regt. 

< 

Groom 

Servant 

Gardener. 

Coachman. 

">0. 

Bagpiper. ) 
Theatre 

General Stuart. 

Mr. Popham. 
Captain DeMorgan. 
General Stuart. 

Do. « ’ 

1 Colonel Lang. 

Mr. Revell. ° 


Herq follow 22 other names, aniongst which apjpear one 
f Huntsman, and one Cockfoeder ! 


In July the infantry invalids at Fort St. George, and 
tlie neighbouring garrisons, were fqrmed into a battalion 
of six companies for gairison duty. The return shows 
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one Oaptain, tnree .Lieutenants) twenty-four Serjeants,* 
four*Dr&mrfle*k,. ^ight<$n Corporals, and one hundred 
and eighty-eight Privates*. # 

* # • ’ • 

Daring Ais month the appointment of Deputy ^dju* 

tant-General Vas create^, with an additional allowance 
of 10 shillings a day. » * 

Lieutenant-General Sir E # yre Coote, k.b., lamded ^it 
Madras in December on his way to Bengal as Commander- 
in-Chief in India. 

t • *• • 

He reviewed the troops in Fort St. George on the 1st 
January 1779, and issued a vd fry complimentary* order fco 
the Madras Army with reference to their conduct during 
the recent service. 


CHAP. IX. 


Ilepnty 

Adjutant- 

General. 


General 
Coote 
returns as 
Qpmmander- 
in-Chief in 
India, 1779. 


The hospital accommodiffcion in the field at this period 
appears to have been extremely bad. Surgeon-Major Tents m the 
Lucas, when addressing Government on this subject, field ‘ 
brought to notice that ^during the recent service at 
Pondicherry no separate tents had been provided for the 
sick or wounded, that siA'plus tents were occasionally 
procured ; Jbut that as a rule patients were obliged to bo 
kept in the tents of *the line. 

In January ^?80, tho foreign legion Erring ip Ganjam, t Foreign 
then reduced to a single company of 84? men,*va§ broken disbanded, 
up. Fifty-nine ®were drafted into the Artillery, nine were 1 ^ 80 * 
invalided, and tho remaining sixteen, whS were Topazes, 
were discharged, 

Orfthe20ti of tie same month the lst*ba # ttalioif^of 
H.M: 73rd Regiment, or Ma^ileodh Highlanders/ now Regiment 
the 71st Highland Light Infarftry, landed at Madras 
under the command of Lord Macleod, and soon commenced f “ 


a long career of arduous and distinguished service. 
This was the first regiment of the Royal Army which had 
been sent to the Presidency of Macfras since 1764. . 
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CHAR. l^C .« « 


Establish- 
ment, If 76. 

«• 


New 

Carnatic # 
battalions. 


* • . 

•. Native (nfantIiy, 17?6-1780. 

* f « ft fc 

• • * c 

Jn December 177b r Government deteftnfcaed to reduce 

the number of Sepoys in each l baltalion to 650, and to 
4orm the surplus men into six additional battalions, 
fohr for the Carnatic,, and two for the Northern Circars. 
The establishment of each battalion was then fixed at two 
Grenadier, and eight battalion (Companies, each company 
to consist of — # # 


t * 1 

t 1 Subadar. 

1 Jemadar. 

\ « " 

o Ilavildars 

• * 

fi.Naigues. 


One Drum. 

One Fife to each Grenadier 
company. 

One Puckally. 

Sixty -five sepoys. 


The e undermentioned officers were appointed to com- 
mand the new battalions : — 


' o 13th 1 Carnatic Battalion p3 th Regiment N.I.). 

Captain liugh Robert Alcoek to conitnand. ° • 
Lieutenant Richard Anderson to be Adjutant. f 

r 14t 7 i Carticftic Battalion (14 th Regiment 

i * 

Captain Donald Campbell to command. c 

Ensign Joseph Little to be Adjutant. 

o 

** ' 15>A Carnatic Battalion (15£4 Regiment N.L ). 

, « 

• Captain John Davis to command. 0 u ** 
Lieutenant J^hn Cuppag<&to be Adjutant. 

t r - ; 

t 1 The 13th, 15th, and 16th Regiments arc still <Lnown in the Native 
Army by the names of their first Commandants. The 14th Regiment, 
aVhou^fh^ commanded by Captain Campbell throughout Goote’s 
campaigns, is known by thy name of an officer who did not command it 
f or f many yef\rs afterwards, vi^., Lieutenant George Wa^ab. 



V • 


'363 


HISTlJRY V.WB itADRAS ARMY. 

16th Carnatic Battalion (*1 6th Regiment N.f.)? . 

.CaptJln Tlionra** Lan^ t o command. 

sign James Rich&rdsoie to be Adjutant 

• • • 

• 0 , 

• • #7 th Ci rcar^Battalton . 

# Captain Thomas* Bridges to command. 

Ensign Janfes Mackay to be Adjutant. • 

« » 

* 8 th Ctrcar Battalion. * 

Captain Thomas Rowles to command. 

• Lieutenant George Wahab to be Adjutant. 

The complement 1 of European Cemmidsijned and 
Non-Commissioned officers f^r the Native battalions 
was at the same time §xod as shovvn below • 


1 chap. rx. 

• • 


New # Circar 
Bat talious. 

•• 


Establish* 

mewtrr# 

Officers. 


Carnatic Battalion a. * 

1 Captain. 

4 Lieutenants. 

6 Ensigns. 

10 Serjeants. 


• Clrcoyr Battalion*. 

1 Captain. 

I> ftieutcMiaftU. 
•fc Ensigns. 

10 Serjeants. 


On the J7th January 1*777, Government, with the view 
of making a further augmentation, ordered that two 
battalion companies should be added to ^ach of the 
sixteen* Carnatic battalions, and tlAt # tlie , Grenadier 
companies of each battalion should be increased bynme' 
Jemadar, one* Havildar, one Naiguef, and twenty-five 
Privates. * • 


Increase to 
th* - 

meat of each 
Battalion, 
1777. • 


• • # * 

• 1 ^^withstanding tjje additions thut; ordored, thefe db not appoar # 
to have been nftre than 7 Subalterns, and 7 Serjeants to a battalion 
during 1777, and during 1778 some* battalions \r$re very weak in 
Subalterns. Mr. William IJetrie, Resident at Karical, when writing 
from thaj place aftout the time when the army encamped before » 
Pondicherry, brought to notice the circumstance that two companies 
of the 12th battalion, which composed the garrison, were ^officered 
by two boys, the senior of whom was under 15 years ctf age ,• in 
consequence of which Mr. Petrie was unijer the necessity of seoing 
.to every thingfthimself, even to the posting of the guards# • 
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• ( * ji n * n 

c ^ e „ ^ 

chap. IX. <• o At, this period jjhe drill st^fl* appears to have been 
Prill insftuQ- unusually strong, for op the 27th Jfanua^y.oriHe stfme year 
tors. s the sum of eight pagodas per«i&ensefn, granted as an extra 
allowance to the Drill Instructors;- was ordered to be 

• e * • 

distributed in the following* manner, tfiz. 

To the Drill Serjeant » ... 2 pagodas. * 

, Tyo Drill Havildars ... 3 * 

Three Drill *Naigues ..3 ,, 


A ugmcnta. 
non. 


17th Batta- 
lion (17th 
Regiment 
XT). 


18th Batta- 
lion 

(reduced 


The 19°th battalion was formed at Cuddalore of drafts 

lion (18th • » 

Regiment from the 6th, 7tb^ 9th, and 15th battalions. The officers 
N.I. reduced * 

1864). V Wgro— . 

• Gap^Cin Joseph Bilcliiie, Commandant. ^ 

e Lieutenant Hugh Montgomery, Adjutant. # 


* On the 23rd April orders were issued for the forma- 
tion of five additional battalions, which were composed 
as, folio wa 

The i 7th battalion was-* formed at Fort St. George ^f 
drafts ^inpm the 4th, % 11th, and 13th battalions, and o\ 
certain details^ from, Chingloput, and Nellore. The 
undermentioned officers were posted thereto : — 

% Captain Ed wardf Edmonds, Commandant. 

Lieutenant George Stuart, Adjutant. 

■- The 18th battalion was formed at Vellore of draft> 
from the 5th, 9th, 10th, and Htji battalions. The 
officers were — , * • 

Captain Robert Watts, CommandajiJ. 

^ % Ensign James Oram, Adjutant. <% 


20ih Batta- 
lion (19th 
Regiment 
N JO- ‘ 

e . 


The 20th battalion ^as formed at Trichinopoly of 
grafts from the 1st, 3rd, 8th/*and 16th battalion?*. The 
officers were — 

' Captain David Muirh^ad, Commandant. 

„ Ensign Barry Close, Adjutant. • 
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• ****'• * 

The 21st battalion jy§»s fortned $t Tanjore of drafts • CHAP. rx. 

from tie <&!&,■ J»th, 12th, a;nd ,lBth battalions. The ii 8 t Ba7t«.** 

• officers were— ' Hon (ioth 

* 9 „ Regiment » 

Captain Thomas Baggot, Qommandant. . • * N * 1 ^- 

Ensign James hjitchell, Adjutaiyb. * • 

# § • & 

In July the fcJlowing orders were issued regarding Anna of 

‘arms, colors, *and dress : — • i4 ? # • Officers 


“ All the European Officers of sepoys, and tie Black 
Officers attached to the grenadier company, also the JEJlack 
C(ftnman*dants, are in future to use fuzils, the other Black 

Officers to have spon toons. * ** • # 

<§ 

“ All the Colors of the sepoy Corps on this establishment Color s. 
to be uniform, distinguic«hing only thp number oS batta- 
lion, with the word 1 Carnatic ’ or * Circar. ’ 

• # * 

“ The hats of all the officers through the arnfy are to be Di-omr 

plain, cocked with gold looping ; # hat string and feissel as 
at present. • • # 


“ Besides the full frock, the officers of sepoys are to have, 
jackets with caps, in the n&nner of Captain Alcock’s batta- 

i j| * 

lion, with a small silver plate in front, distiifgui&hing the 
number of the battalion, and whether ‘ Carnatic/ or 
1 Circar. * TW^uniform, hats and tyfeecl/igs § of all the officers 
to \ the same as at present.” * *• 

In June 1778 eight Cartiatic batta^ons were warned Angmonta- 
for service against Pondicherry. Four grenadier batta- 
lions were formed at the same time from the grenadier ® 
companies of these battalions, and* those t>f t£e remain- # 
ing thirteen Battalions. Two grenadior battalions* were 
also formed of the grenadier comjyinies of the eight Circar 
battalions. To feupply the place of these confyanies, t 
the officers commanding the thirteen Carnatic battalions* 
not under marching orders, and those commandiflg the 
eight Circar battalions were authorized to raise 20' men 
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CHAP. ix. # <or each battalion* ^com^any,* which amounted to^an 
• % , augm%ntation of 3,360* men. . 

?ocai Corps* In July*\779«an independeift c g orps of five companies 
1779. • Y?as ordered to be rawed in Guntoor for, service in that 

district, which jiad been recently made over to the 
Company. One fcfubadar, six Jemadars^ seven Ilavild&rs, 
an^ sixfcy-fovo Privates wqre drafted* from the Circar 
battalions to form a nucleus for the new corps. Thd 
* undermentioned European Officers were appointed : — 


Fatigue 
duties per- 
formed by 
Sepoys. 


Lieutenant Walter Douglas, 11th battalion, Comntandatffc. 

# „ • # »Rob»rfc Hope, 1st battalion, 1st Regiment. 

Ensign Francis Capper, ^jth Carnatic battalion. 

„• Edward B«isdaune, 1st battalion, 1st Regiment. 

*, ^Robert Munro, 18th Qymatic battalion, Adjutant. 

„ John Munro, 4th do. * do. 

It appears incidentally *from the orders of this period 
• that a European^ regiment w.hen on the march from 
station to station, was always accompanied by two or 
mgre companies of sepoys for $he purpose of escorting 
the baggage, and performing such tt duties ak involved 
more thaniOrdinary exposure. •* 


Tanjore During the ofctfpatiou of the province Vii Tanjore by 

Locai Corps, /tlfeNawaub^ the sepoy battalions were constantly broken 
up into detachments, and scattered over the district, for 
the purpose of supporting his agents in the collection of 
tfce revenues. This practice continued even after the 
• ^ restoration of* the ccWt,ry 1 6 the Rajah in 177^ and 
pr&($ so destructive of discipline and efficiency, th^t in 
February 1780* Government resolved to raise a strong 
t local ebrps for the performance of thdse duties. This 
borps was composed of three battalions of six companies 
ejtfh. • The establishment of a company, and the pay of 
each rank are given below : — • 
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•« 


% 1 at^40 ^ 

2 Havildars at 30, 
f 2 Naigpes at 2£ • 

04 Sepoys at* 20 


*67 


'fanams 

per mensem 

... . 60 

do. 

• S do. 

... *40 

* do*. 
**do. 

\ • do. • 

dd . 

... *60 
’... 50 

<$• 

• do. 

... 1,860 

• 



2,090 


'« (Jhap. IX. 


. At 21 gold fanams per pagoda* : 
11 fanams. 


99 pagodas £nd 


Jjieutgnants David MafsTball, Tjiomas Knox, and # ffohfi 
Baillie were appointed to command the bajttalions, and 

Captain Thomas Burrowes to command the whole corfis. 

4 • » 

The service of the collections was* ordered .to bo 

• , i , 

performed by parties under Native officers, the European 
officers being forbidden to leave head-quarters unless 
upon the requisition of the Rajah in event of any serious 
disturbance. The employment of regular troops upon 
such duties was thenceforth absolutely prohibited, except 
*v4ien specially authorized, by Government. ^ • 

In the month of April the Corps of Guides-was. ordered 
to be reformed and .placed under the command of Captain 
Pringle. >*' J t 

•* , t 

The establishment was fixed at one Spbad&r, jrfro. 
Jemadars, five^Havildars, five Naigue^, two Drummers, 
one Puckally, and fifty-three Privates, to be drafted from 
the Carnatic battalions. 


j 
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P. 

% 


A General fluster of th§ 'fro ops under the Uomrfand of Colonel CL*IVE 
*• Jn Camp near§Chins i nra t 7 th April 175?. • * , 


The Military as following 


i 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

Company s. 

•* 

• 

King’s 

Troops. 


|' 
® " 

• 

Grenadiers — Captain 
Lin. * 

Major Kil patriot’s ... 
Captain Maskolyno’s... 
Do. Callender's . . 

1 

* L 

Vacant Company 
Captain Gaupp’s 
Supernumerary’s 

Bengal 

Troops. 

Captain Grant’s #. 

«Do. Muir’# 

JDo. Cudmoro's ... , 
Do. Fraser’s 

Bombay 

Troops. 

CapteiS Buchanan’s ... 
^Do. Armstrong's... . 


§ Total .* 

1 



• 

Jt 

© 

cn 

8 

Total. 


90 


79 


79 


78 

• 

...» 

35 

... 

71 

• i. 

88 


25 


77 

... 

28 

29 

44 < 

25 


43, 

• 60 

60 

138 

t 

56 

147 

► 61 

146 

jpo 

1,193 


^ * Mei^obaStdum. 

There are Returned in the above Muster, 3 Captoftis, 1 £Cptain-Lieu/ aont, 

1 Lieutenant) 1 Ensign and 132 Military (boiifg 11 Serjeants, 11 Corporals, 

2 Drummers, 79 Europeans and 29 Tofasses) who are sick in the^UHpTTal. Pay 

Bolls e%act with tfce above Muster, allowing casualties. Tfiore have € Serjeant, 
8 European Centtnels, pud 8 Topasses died since the 15th of March who are drawn 
pay for this month. There are missing and deserted, 6 European Continsls aru^' 
one Topass (being 1 European from Captain Buchanan's Company, 4 Europeans 
from Captain Armstrong’s, \ European *nd 1 Topass from Captain Cudmore'sr 
and 1 European from Captain Frasei'e). # • » • 
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B — (Continued). 

° f <r~ -t t .1 

. Officer^ Names to the Compenys <ia th£y $t&nd irfierder. * 

>k • # o . . ... 

KiNA^TROOPb. — Captaifl Gran£, Lieutenant Corn0illcj Ensigns Adnett and Blear. 
Do. * € Captain Weller, Lieutenant Pierson as Lieutenant Adjutant, 

# Ensigns Yorko and Balfou^. o ° > 

Do. Captain Coote% .Lieutenant Busto ul. L ieutenant and Quarter- 
master, LieutSnant Power, Ensign Fenton. <• « 

Madrass Troops. — Grenac^ers Captain Lin, Lieutenant Campbell as Lieutenant 
<* and Qkarter master, Lieutenants Knox and Tufte. 

Do. Major Kilpatriok to his Company. 

Do. c CapYain Maskoly lie’s Company. — Lieutenant Scotney as Lieute- 

c cp nant and Adjutant, Ensign Stinger. 

Do. Captain Callender’s Cdhipany. — Ensign Tabby. » .» 

Do. Do. .Gaupp’s do. Captain Gaupp, Lieutenant. 

e J^dchor, Ensigns Oswald and Wiecks. 
iJo. Supernumerary*.— Captains Rumbold, Wagner and Fischer, 

p Captain Frdsgr as Adjutant. 

Bengal Tboops. — Captain* Grant, Lioutdhant Dyer, Ensigns DoLubers and Varelst, 
Do. Captain Muii^ Captam-Lieutenaftt Carstairs, Ensigns Macloan 

o * and Ellis. 

Do. Captain Cudmore, Ensigsa Demee David, Prichard and Cham- 

pion. 

Do. r Captain Fraser^Lieu tenant Kcir,. Ensigns Gibbons and Barnos. 

Bombay Troops. — Captain Buchanan, Lieutenant Walsh, Ensign Robertson, Mr. 

McLean, Quartermaster, Captain Armstrong, Lieutenant^ 
f r Palmer, Ensign Tottingham. ^Lieutenant Corneille of the 

&ng’» Troops appointed to do duty ah Captain. * 
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•: • * , • 

B —{Continued). 

; Memorandum. 

There are sick 2 Captain-Lieutenants, £ Lieutenants, and 22 of the Trainybeing 
1 Serjeant^ 5 9 Bombardiers A 8 Gunners, 8 Mattroe&es) yrfio are siok in the Hospital 
and returned in tjie above Muster. • Pay R$>lls exact with the atyore Muster. # There 
are on Comm&nd at t)ossimbazar,*l Lieutenant j(Mr. Cassells) and 14 of the* Train 
who are drawn pay for, lflit not returrfcd abo^jB. Entertained in the Servige this 
&onth, 1 Mattross^ of the Madras Detachment, and 2 Mattrosses of the Bengal 
Detachment. % • ? m a 

Officers ' flames to the Company*. * » 

Madras. — Captain Barker, Captain-Lieutenants Paschout?and Jennings, Lieuten- 
ants Bon jour, Fcjpd and Charles doTorriano. ^ 9 

^engai* — Lieutenants Lewis and Johnson. 

Bombay.'— C aptain-Lieutenant Egerton, Lieutonanta Mplifcore, Turner and Kinoh. 
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CD 
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eS 


03- 
T3 1 
rp 1 
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CO 1 

<D 

I ^ 1 

cfl 

w 1 

1 ft 


r Kaser Sing's ... ... 

Vurdarauze’s 
Bawan Sing’s ... 
Cpmrapah's 

Peer Mahomocl'a . . 

Kasool Khan'n 

Mahomed Kl?an's ... 

Rag^t aigne’s 

j Hydor Saib’s 

Survian's 
Shaikh Daojud’s 
Tim Naik's ... 1 ... 

Vcngafla's 
L Janor Mahomed’s 

r Shaik Emaum . . .* 

Condojoe'8 
Syod HassaJ’s 
Moideen Saib's 
w New Seapoys entertained. 


9 , 3* 79‘ J 

7 3 ,96 

9 3 -98 

7 i 3 > 95 

. . 99 


17 69 187 144 43 J 1,519 J17 1,966 


There have been killed of the Madrass seapoys at Charnagore — 1 9ubaden, 
3 Jemadars, 3 Havildars, 1 Naik, and 7 Seapoys. The fo&r last companys of the 
^ Madrass arrived here from thence last njonth, the sick boing 1 Jemadar, 3 H&vil- 
dars, 2 Nfliks, and 47 Seapoys returned in this MuFjtoi:. » 1 
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ft — (Continued), 


The rfoohy*! Artifkers, Laicars, frc. in C%imp, vyhi the^Dr caught Carriage' 
*\ . and PuckJtl B Moths . 


CoolSys, Ac. # 


Artificers, &c. # 


Lascars* 
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O CO 1 
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~~r 



112 

4! 
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6j 2 

9 

2 
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10 


33 


bullocks, &o. 


P 

& 


416 


459 


17<fl 


1 


Is 

,11 




200 


220 


Of the abovo Lascars there are § Syrangs, ^0 Tmdals, and 810 Lascars belong- 
ing to Bengali, the rfcst t b§long to MftdrasH. * 

This General Muster taken in camp near Chinsur^ the 7th of April 1767. 

TH0S*MAUNSELL, 

Commissary, 
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Judging from the body of the return it ought to be that of a Lieutenant of 
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APl^ENTtJX TCf jyp 


Orme’a ” 
History, 
Volume I., 
page 182. 


Broome’s 
History of 
the Bengal 
Army, 
"page 220, 
and Cfcme, 
Book X, 
page 377. 


D. 

■ c 

Memorandum by the late Colonkb R. $. Wilson, concerting 
* U* certain services of th$ Bengal and Madra§ Eutojpean Regi * 

9 nents now H.MSs 101 st and 103^4 Regiment*. 

In 1751 a detachment of the Mctdras European Rbgimeift, 
with some Sepoys under the { command 6f Ccptain Clive, 

1 defeated a superior forde of French and sepoys at Condour, 
( near Tanjtre, in the Southern Carnatic. 

3. In 1758 a detachmenj of the Bengal European Regiment, 
with some sepoys under tho command of Colonel Forde, 
defeated a^uperior force of French and sepoys at Condore, 
near Rajdhmundry, in the Ntfithern Circars. 

3. By*G.O., dated l2tji March 1841s; the Madras European 
Regiment was permitted? to bear on its colors the names of 
the actions in- which the corps had been present. Amongst 
them was^the following: — r * 

« u Condore. Whei^c it greatly distinguished itself under 
Colonel Forde in r Becember 1758.” 

h.' The above statement is erroneous. No portion ctf-the < 
Madras Eurojjpan Regiment was present in the action of 
c 1758, One officer of the corps, Captain Callender, was 

* attached to Colonel f ordc’s detachment, but^ it cannot be 

< ' 

supposed that this 'circumstance can give the RegCment % 
rcghtUo J]£)jeun the honors of the victory. Tho t > error no 
doubt originated. in acconfusion between the Cpndour of 1751 
and the Con&ore of *1758. ^ 

. Whilst the Madras Regin^ent thus bears on its colorB 
•the najne of % battle in which it was not present, the jp.,.# X 
Regiment, bjk which the battle was won, is not privileged to 
bear any memorial* of it. 

It rh submitted that the error ^might 'be remedied by 
cansing the Madras Regiment to ‘carry tjie datae “ 1751 ” in 
addition Jo the word “ Condore,” and by granting to the 
Bengal Regiment the right to carry tl^e badge “ Condore, 
1758.” c . ^ 
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% % 7. It* is not necessary # lo sa ? that ^he regiments iflAjuestidm 
are nouHErM . !g and 102nd Regiments. # 


8. The first battle *>f Conclore^ was, ^ regards numbers, a 

mere Skirmish, but it war a gallant ancf ^ell contested affair, 
and had impprtaift results. The English detachment was in 
charge of a convoy for Trichinopoty*. Had it been defeated,* 
that place must have been lost. • 

9 . yhe second battle ^vSLs a vejy brilliant affair, ^nd # had 
important results. It is strange that it shoujd.havo received 

so little notice. # * 1 # 

• • 

10. After winning it, Colonel Fordg land siege to Masuli- 
patam. His moans Inr a regular Siego were inwiffictent, and 

a force was advancing to the relief bf the^lace. He resolved • 
to attempt a coup de main, a^d^succeeded. *rtie place was 
taken by assault. There is no more brilliant ffeat of arms 
anywhere on record, bift no memorial bf it is borne by afiy 
portion of the troops engaged. * m 

Tt In jTjaptain Brgome*s “ History of the Bengal Arifty ” it Broome, * 
is mentioned in connection with the above subject, that the# 

Bengal European Regiment bears the word “ fiuzerat ” on # 
its colors wffchout being entitled t6 do sev » If this is the case, 
whicIbLdo not doubt, and if it is thought degiri^)I(j # te gf^nt 
the corps the privilege of bearing the words “ Conctore, 1758,” 
and ‘‘ Masulijfatam,” to which its claim is indisputable^ it 
would be a good opportunity of cancelling the othef badge. # * 
Thgjmpropriety of a Regiment ^bearing a distinction to which 
it is not enfc’tlediis obvious. The thing is wrong gert only 
as regards the corps itself, b'gt because it tends 1 8 throw a 
"cloubt on all gther siiftilar batlges. Neverthelegs # when a 
distiribtion h^s been borne*for a long time, the removal of jt 'i£ 
disagreeable. But if in lieu of a false badge two^ true ones 
are granted, the justice of the measure is so apparent that 
Jbhoro car^he no ground for dissatisfaction. 
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Broome, 
page 185. 
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c 12. W the History of c the Madras*E$ropean Regiment iyj 
stated that all the European Infantry e^tojrqd fome? dolonql * 
iPorde belonged to the Madras Pr^jcfbncy, and that the^ had 
) feigned a portion of the expedition Vhieh left c Madras for « 
Bengal under Olive at the end «f 1756 f o* * the ♦recovery of 
Calcutta. By the adjoined 0 extracts from Captain Brpome’s 
History it wj^ll be seen that the' above incorrect. In 
c September C 1 75? all the Madras Europeans who remained 
alive of the detachment which went to Bengal in 1756 were 
transferred to the Bengal Establishment. They were pro- 
bably not many, for the t climate of Bengal^ aided by* a 
period of intemperance which followed the battle of Plassy, 
«had carried off a great number of them. Of one party 
numbering 230 in 1756, only 5 remained alive in 1758. The 
above is* c6rnoWated by till the information I have collected 
, from the Madras Records. There can be no doubt of its 

t « t 

accuracy. t „ 

13. In connection with the above the following is submitted 

« ® i 

for consideration The first battle of Condore was fought 
during tho war which the two East India Companies (English 
and French), carried on as auxiliaries of th^'two rival 
c Nawaubs of*the Carnatic. The war lasted from 175»0 to 1754. 

A great maify gallant actions were fought in the course of it, 
of which two aro <pre-enfinent for merit and ‘importance, 
tfh&se are* tlfe defence of Arcot by Clive in 1751, and the 
victory of feahoor gained by Lawrence in 1752. Of the first 
it'i's not necessary Ao speak; the 102nd already* bears the 
( ^name oh its colors. The other, though less known, was 

* equally important . It was the bwttle of the war. I csgu&t 
bftt thh^k it to # be desirable that the Reginfent should ^carry 
its name instead c of< that of Cf?ndore. This would be more 

“ correct* historically, and mor‘e to the4ionor of the Regiment, 
action at Condore was, as aboye stated, a mere skirmish 
in point of numbers, and though it was a gallant affair, and 
had fiesulte, the same may be said of many of the actions 
which took place round Trichinopoly anU elsewhere during** 
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war. At Bahoor, £>n*the other hand, the numbens*engag|d 
* * jrere c6HHB6n%]ble* Ijoth armies wSre commanded by their 
respective ' Gommandets-ya-Chief ;• # the manoeuvring was 
skilful ;«th$ battle* waS well contested, an’d w&s decided bj^the • 
bayonet; out of a strength of 400 ftien, the Madras European 
Regiment had 4 officers and 78 !nen ki^’gd and wounded ; the 
enemy were totally defeated, losing all their guns, ammuni- 
tion and stores ; their Commander-in-Chief w^is taken pfisoner 
with a number of officers and men ; and they could not appear 
again in the field that year. The battle was the counterpart 
of the Condore of 1 758, and of all the many action^ fohght 
between 1750 and 1754 best deserves to be commemorated. 
It is described in Orme, Volume I, page 256, and in* Cam- 
bridge, page 36. 


Extracts from Broomes Uistoty of th < Bengal Army. 

9 * o 

14 Colonel Clive finding it impracticable to send back the pages 204, 
detachments belonging to Madras and J Bombay to their 205 * 
respective Presidencies, determined also to incorporate the 
i^gn^composing them into the Bengal battalion, whicfe was 
accordingly done as far a£ the Europeans were, concerned. 

• U 

° # » # * # • J 


44 The option was given to the Qfficevs of returning to their* 
owbl Presidencies or entering the Bengal Servicp, which letter 
alternative appears to have been generally adopVd,*ahd they 
were acco/dingly brought on the strength of the,Bengal Aymy 
from the 1st September of 175£?), retaining ihe rank 
they held in their own se^v&es. i 




44 Clive hastened his preparations, and dispatched a force ibgea 210, 
und$r the coxftmand of Colonel Forde, consisting J of five 211, 

' companies 8f the JBuropedtn Battalion and the second company 
of Artillery, with 100 lascars attached, and one^half of the 
Sipahis at the Prqpidency. The total number of the Euro- 
*poans, including the Artillery, was 500, arpd of the^ Sipahis 
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2,000, consisting of the 1st and 2 Ad Bengal battalions, aq<^ 
the remnant of the Mad As Sipahis tha^ j»d # g(J!0f©^nnd i n , 
1756 forming a third btfttalion.* 


Page 220f “ Tlius ended the. .battle, of CoiAlore, one of the most 

brilliant actions on # military record, which, however, iS 
genSrally little known or mentioned in the Service, and by a 
•strangle chance *not one* of the corps employed have ever 
received an f distinction for this important victory, whilst the 
1st ^Madras European Fusiliers, of ‘which not an officer or 
man, excepting Captain Callender, was present, have tSe 
word«“ Conttore e&blazoned on their colors and appoint- 
ments. * * 


« 

» 

Page 244. • “The Madras Pi^sidency assumed tho direction of the 

newly-acquired province, and ijsstored the factory at Masuli- 
patam, whi6h they placed under the charge of Mr. Andrews. 
They also directed Colonel Forde to proceed to Madras, with 
the ljuropean portion of the force under his command, to aid 
in the •contemplated hostilities agafhst the French > but that 
officer had fefleived peremptory orders from Colonel Clive, 
who had anticipated that such a requisition would be made, 
not to comply, as tji§ State «of affairs in Bengal tendered it 
absolutely, necessary that the troops should be at hand to 
return tlierd 4vho*n required. The Colonel, however, sent tho 
remnant of the Madias Sipahis who had coirfe rpund with 
^Colonel Glivo in 1756, and who wore desirous of returning to 
• EfcifSr homes " ; tkesq \yere sow reduced to between 400 andjSflfi. 
men.” 


Orme, 
Volume I, 
Book VII, * 
Page 1J2. • 


Hematics, 

With" negafd to the word “ ContJore ” carried by # Her 
Majesty’s 102nd Foot or Royal Madras Fusiliers as fin honorary 
distinction £or service under Colonel Forde in 1758, it is noted 
that there were two distinct actions at placps named Condors, 
or^Condour Thp first was fought in 1751 near tho village of m 
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Oondopv about 10 miles'nortb of the town of TaAjore, by 
IbaptfB n and Clive with 100 Europeans, 50 sepoys, and 

one small field piede, against* tke*E>5nch With 30 ISuropeans 
and £8)0 ^ejjoys. 0 ^ * 

The only«®rendh officer having been desperately wounded, 
and tqji of his Europeans killed, \he reHtobroke and fled, and 
the English detachment by making a detour reached Triahi- 
nopoly in safety. * # » * i * 

The second action was fought in December / 1758 neay 
Condore in tho Nor them. Gircars about 40 miles north-east of 
Bujahfnundry, and 12 miles north "of Samulcottah. The force 
under Colonel Porde was composed of 470 men of the Bengal 
European Regiment, six guns, tho 1st and 2nd Bengal Native 
battalions, and a 3rd^ battalion comj/osed of the surviving 
Madras sepoys who had gone to Bengal in 17&6. Besides 
these there were 500* horse and about 5,00b foot belonging to 
the Rajah of Vizianagram, but^f a very inferior description. 
The French troops under^tho Marquis de^Conflans, consisted 
of 500 Europeans, 13 guns, 500 horse, and $ ,000 sepoys. 

The victory on tho part of tho English was complete, Imd 

' n q % 

has been described a%a very brilliant action. * 

When granting to, the 1st Madras European Regiment in * 
1841 permisgiefi to carry the word^“ % Copdore ” on the colors, ’ 
Government made use of the following Wofds : — “ Condore V 
where it greatly distinguished itself under C<*loii}\ frorde 4n 
1758.” It is therefore manifest that the battle in the north 
was the one* meant, and it seems unlikefy that any hpnorary 
distinction would have beeu conferred for the affair 
; T^’-.Jc^e where the enemy had o^ly 3(f EurbpSsags against 10P 
on tjie part 5E th6 English at a period when the sepoys on 
r^hor side were of little accouift in the opefi fifcld, as thej wero 
badly disciplined, and not officered by Europeans. * « •* 

The application for honors which was preferred by Colonel 
Bell in behalf of the 1st Madras European Regimei# in 41840 • 
t did not contain any mention whatever of the action at 



Page 220. 
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Condor^ «nd nothing has been.found to show how it c|me to 

be included amongst tfiu? honorary "distinctions t^r^tftd in 

1*841. It Is remtfrkablo that the facts of fhe'presfence at the 

defence of Fort*3t. George of both battalions of th^ Regflmfent 

at flie very time when the bafctl^ at Condors# wg».^ fought by 

Fordo should have escaped the attenfioil of the authorities to 
<• c 4 9 

whom the matter was submitted, liiore especially as* othef 

claim^made at the same time wove rejected* as untenable. 

The expediency of attempting to remedy the mistake by 

now aclding^the date 1751, in the face of the order in which 

the r yeat 1758, and the nanif of Oofohel Forde are mentioned, 

appears to be t very questionable, and in these days of critical 

juquiVy anc( research, the true character of the action of 1751 

is sure to become known, but by the substitution of the words 
< c 

“ Fort St? Qfcorge ” a »eally important servioe would be 
commemorated on the colors of the Regijnent which took the 
** most prominMt part in the defence of that place. 

V t 

Broome lifter printing out that the Bengal Fusiliers are 
entitled to carry the 1 word “ Condole,” makes the following 
observation regarding an honor borne by that regiment to 
which it is ^iot entitled : — “ A similar anomaly, is To^be 
found in honorary badges of tlio Bengal o Fusiliers, 
amongst whcch is the word “ Guzerat,’% whilst no European 
Infantry from Bengal we**e attached to Genera* Goddard’s 
Division t foy the services of which force that bacfge was 
accorded.” 6 ^ ** < 1 0 

^his statement ig ^borne out by the official returns of 
General* Goddard’s force, but the Madras Fusiliera were fully 
entitled to j urtjcipate, in any c distinction granted for the 
dampaifcn in c Guzerat during 1780-81, as^a detachrtftenlTof 
about 5C0 men of the Madras European Battalion served* 
therein under Lieutenant- Colonel George Brown. TheJfF 
services, as well as those of the 8£h Carnatic battalion (8th 
Regiment M.N.I.) were acknowledged by General Goddard 
in very handsome terms, in a letter to the Madras Govern* 
ment, dated at Bombay, 5th July 1781. * 
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( S^l. lOfst Regiment represents the battalion engaged at 
the Con^ore in 1758, and*a*t the storm and capture 

of "Masulipataih in 17*9.; H.M .*lD2nd Regiment represents 
tlfb *two ♦battaliqns af Madras Europeans t which defended l 
Fort St. p^orga against tlje Frensk iu 1758-59, and tlii? half 
battalion which seiVeU in Gnnsrat n^der General Goddard 
in 1^<S0-81 ; should therefore any or all of these services ho 
considered VortSty of beings commemorated by any honorary 
distinction, the words “ Condorc ” and Masulipatam ' v 


might very properly be earned by the 101st, a?id “ Fort St 
f^oorge,” “ Guzerat ” bj the lOfyd in lieu of those namfcs to 

which their claim cannot be established. — W \ W* 

• • • 
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Translation 


, B- 

• • * * • "• ^ 4 ,*' 

turn of a jphssage 'from the the Wallajah giving 

an account of Subadar Mahomed Yusuff K1\cm x r t 

% “ Tho Icind despatch of tlie 19tb infant s fetes' tf> the effect 

• that this day which ♦iiMondiy the 19fch of the Rabeeopssani^ 
at aVout 4-50a p m., the faithless rebel ha& ? jeeji executed, 
\vhich resulted incputting^down tlie enemies in general; what 
more is needpd to be written ?” 

<xt It may not be screened from the Reader that the account of 
the execution of this- rebel which is current among the peop'e 
at lar^re is te the «efiU?t that the above mutineer was impri- 
soned at Madura and attempts were made to hang him three 
times and «at every tria 1 the rope invariably broke and he 
could nofc be despatched to his ev§r-resting place till at last 
Mio moved hi^^sealbd to/.*ue to solve 'this- unimaginable 
mystery, which was kept ort ,of the sight of the people, by 
revealing ‘ t*hat there is a magic ball deposited in my thigh 
which had been granted to me by one of the most eminent 
magician and leading divine of the ascetics and it is owing to 
the effects of this ball that the treasure of my life h secured 

. 4 «d if it be removed from me it will obviate the trouble taken 

£ 

to deprive me of soul.’ Measures were accordingly 
adopted to do the reedtul‘and his thigh being u bpened the 
spell wu§ 1 ta£on^ and cast out when the treasure of his soul 
was conveyed by the angel of death and tlie bier of Ifis body 
was^aken u{5f by the oarth. God has the bestf knowledge of 

*facAs.” C t „ 

1 “ It is observed* tint Mahomed Yusuff Khan was qui|p an 

illiterate and ifneducated man ; he was first enVsted in the 
< • * • 
Infantry branch ef tjbo service i and gradually rose from the m 

ranks m \ promoted to Subadar which gave h^m the commantT - " 

of a c company of 100 men and in ♦the actions fpught # with, 

M. Lally he attained the dignity of Rissaldar; and when 

His Highness was personally engaged in the neighbourhood 

of Pondicherry in warlike ^operations, he distinguished him- # 
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ftelf remarkably, anjl dvincetl gre^t valour. His * Highness 

*wl|0 ^as a pfijroif gf the men of%word, having in view his 
fijtijre fidelity, Vade figi the chief'of 5,000 horse and 10,000* 
►foot an<? granted him ‘l^anseb Jaghir ’ aaid title. B*t as 
the will of (Sod 6ad alijpady cast i?ke dice of depravity against ^ 
tha^urveyor of the road of rdbellioiWbh the very day of the# 
creation o^tbe «vorld, and as the decree of#fate was issued 
against the faithless wretfcli to deprive hijn of the heavenly 
blessings, he entered into a conspiracy witl^ evil-disposed 
people and being supported by Hyder Ally Khan, he furnisfied 
Himself with fire arms and ofrher implements war and 
raised the standard of rebellion an$ ansinniwg a hostile 
attitude he filled the adjacent country with horijr and tumult. 

It is evident from H.H.’s despatch %that when I^is Highness 
(the Lord of wealth and country? was located et Ttlchinopoly 
and confined to bed owing to ili "calth? and being deprived* 
of rest and sleep was scate<j (me day on his cot by himself 
with only one attendant waiting uponJbSm witlf folded arms, 
and General Smith allowed an audience, Mahomed Yrfsuff 
Khan apparently with the view of inquiring into His Highness* 
health accompanied wiiii an imposing retinue called on His 
Highness and observing the Royal Court void* of guards and^ 
door-keeperS| unsfiesfthed his sword ; but whe % n the eyes of 
that villain fell on General Smith he*was overawed by th*e 
majestic appearance of that lion of the forest of Vvval* # he began 
to treftible and dropped She sword from his hand ; altho*’ the 
most aud^cioiis and daring act of tfiaji vindictive and#hard- 
hearted fool required to be # summarily dealt with by making 
his Jpody light from beaming the hdavy*loud*jf fiis conceited 
head, and it behoved (the authorities) to eradicate* the plant 
of his life from the garden of his injamous existence ancl 
despatch hixn at onco i!o the cifve of nonentity, ygtjlir. PigotP * 
the« Governor, regardless of the common proverb * kill the 
cat on the verjr first day* allowed hfs base acts to pass , 
with impunity and adopted nc measures to retaliate ; while 
on the* contrary* he furnished him with guns, muskets, and 
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gijii-pow3jDr and added so much # to fiia strength that nohwith 
standing his flat refusal t<f furnish the •ust.al gpc&nnffoSi: the. 
• revenues of the codntry, he openly flgdiared his hostile inten- 
Had stringent measures # been Adopted at * t^e very, 
^ outset of llis evincing rebellious spirit and assaming t an altered 
c tone they would haw yx<mt hfcn to the city of non-existence 
at oijce. At last in the extinction of that*, rebel and in 
rescuing the 'country from his tyrannical clutches, it cost 
more than one crore of rupees and entailed a heavy loss,” 
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’• Fdrt 8t. George, October 1769. ## - 

Cap tail *ito<ferick (Jrtoti put under arrest by order of tlfe 
Gc^ernour. For quitting \he foA # of Eroad which wa* 
entrustecktcPhte care, and which he ought to have defended, 
and going out totheenexzfy in a manner ujibec’oming his dqty 
as an officer ; and being in the enemy’s camp jending orders, 
or advice from thence* to the officer next in command to 
•induce him to give up the said fort to the en£ my, wh ich 
upon such orders and advice was imnysdiateiy done. """ lu ~ 

(Signed) CH. Tg. CHdfGNEAU,* 

, • # \Towu Major 







